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PUBLISHER’S NOTE
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If we were to flip through the last thousand-year
history of India, we will learn that the flag-bearers for
the propagation of Islam in India have been the Sufis
and pious elders of Din. The teachings which emanated
from their pure hearts played a major role in bringing
the Muslims onto the straight path. The lectures of
these men of Allah ta‘ala have been coming to the
public in every era.

The book before you is a small effort in this regard. The
Maktabah [Dar al-Ma‘arif] has borne the responsibility
of publishing the Dini, academic, rectificational,
educational and spiritual lectures of my respected
father. The first part of this series is in your hands. It
contains twelve lectures. The place and date of each
lecture is mentioned before each lecture. Effort was
made to present the lectures in a fresh and appealing
manner.

I request the reader to make du‘a’ that a beautiful
multi-storied building is constructed with ease in an
excellent manner from this first brick, and that it
proves to be useful and beneficial for the ummah.

Muhammad ‘Abdullah Qamar az-Zaman Qasimi
Allahabadi.
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INTRODUCTION

Hadrat Maulana Muhammad Qamar az-Zaman Sahib
Allahabadi
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By the grace and kindness of Allah ta‘ala, the
programme of religious talks and lectures is continuing
from the very life of Muslihul Ummat Hadrat Maulana
Shah Wasiyyullah Sahib rahimahullah. Acting under
his instruction, I have the honour of conducting
assemblies in his absence. This programme increased
after his demise. Apart from the daily assemblies in
Allahabad, people from Mahiwa and other areas
periodically invite me to deliver lectures there. Hakimul
Ummat Hadrat Maulana Ashraf ‘Ali Thanwi
rahimahullah also used to go to Mahiwa to deliver talks
and lectures. When I go to my village, Karisath, district
Mau, the programme of delivering lectures there and
other local areas continues. In this way, the
programme of lectures and words of advice has been
continuing in both Allahabad and in my village.
However, after the demise of my mentor, Hadrat
Maulana Muhammad Ahmad Sahib Partabgarhi
rahimahullah, the people of Gujarat invited me to a
graduation jalsah at Dar al-‘Ulum Falah Darayn,
Tadkeshwar, district Surat. I visited several other
madaris during that trip.

The administrators of Dar al-‘Ulim ‘Arabiyyah
Islamiyyah, Kantariyah, Bartch requested me to start a
Khangah programme in Madrasah Jami‘ah
Qasimiyyah, Kharod. I was hesitant at first, but
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accepted after thinking and pondering over the issue.
Subsequently, the first programme started in 1412
A.H./1992. All praise is due to Allah ta‘ala, this
programme continues to this day - 1426 A.H. Many
talks and lectures are delivered. The series of talks
continue for several weeks after id as well. Sincere
seekers have been recording these talks via tape
recorders. There is a large number of these tape
recordings. All praise and thanks are due to Allah
ta‘ala alone.

On seeing the benefit of these talks, many sincere
associates insisted that they be written down.
Consequently, Maulana Muhammad Igbal Sahib
(presently residing in Zambia) initiated this work.
Maulana Idris Sahib Jitali (presently residing in
Ankleshwar), brother Shahid Motala, and through the
counsel of Maulana ‘Abdullah Sahib Parkithi, Maulana
Isma‘l Bhuta Sahib, the “Idarah Faydan Ma'rifat”,
Balsar came into existence for the collation of my
lectures and other writings. The responsibility of
arranging the topic, specifying the headings, and
translating the Qur’anic verses and Ahadith was given
to Maulana Fadl Mahmud Falahi (presently residing in
Balsar, Gujarat). My son, Maulana ‘Abdullah Qasmi
was appointed to oversee all matters. He was also given
the responsibility of seeing the work through the
process of publication and printing. All praise is due to
Allah ta‘ala, each person is carrying out his
responsibilities. May Allah ta‘ala reward them all with
the best of rewards.

This is the first volume of the Mawda’iz which was
prepared after a lot of hard work and effort. Maulana
Fadl Mahmud Sahib really deserves to be congratulated
for displaying so much of enthusiasm in arranging
these lectures and making them worthy of publication
after a lot of toiling and hard work. Furthermore,



Introduction 6

Maulana Maqgstd Ahmad Sahib Qasmi (a teacher at
Madrasah ‘Arabiyyah Bayt al-Ma‘arif, Allahabad) and
Maulana Mujib al-Ghaffar Sahib (Shaykh al-Hadith
Madrasah Mazhar al-‘Ulim, Benares, U.P.) put in a lot
of work in referencing the Ahadith and putting the
words in line with the Ahadith.

I never imagined my lectures would be recorded,
penned and published. However, sincere people like
Maulana Idris Sahib had been constantly speaking
about the benefit of doing this, so Allah ta‘ala provided
the means for the initiation of this work. May He allow
it to continue, benefit His creation, and make it a
continuous charity for myself and all those who
assisted. Amin.

I must point out that my lectures are actually
simplified versions and expressions of the lectures of
my mentor, Muslihul Ummat Hadrat Maulana Shah
Wasiyyullah Sahib rahimahullah. 1 therefore considered
it an honour for me to establish a separate institute for
the publication of his lectures, assemblies and
statements. It is called Idarah Ma‘arif Muslihul Ummat.
My two sons, Maulana Mahbub Ahmad Nadwi and
Maulana Maqgstud Ahmad Qasmi, are in-charge of it. All
praise is due to Allah ta‘ala, its first volume is
presently being collated and systematized. I request the
reader to pray that Hadrat’s knowledge and sciences
come into the public arena and are of benefit to all.

Finally, I express my deep gratitude to all who assisted
in this work. Special thanks go to respected Shabbir
Bhai (of Zambia) for his help in printing this first
volume. May Allah ta‘ala reward him and all other well-
wishers, especially Maulana Idris Jitali and Haji Shahid
Motala Sahib.
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Muhammad Qamar az-Zaman

Madrasah Dar al-Ma‘arif al-Islamiyyah, Allahabad
2 Rajab al-Murajjab 1427 A.H.

29 July 2006
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FOREWORD
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My heart is filled with emotion and my eyes are tearing
with joy and happiness while putting pen to paper
because the devotional, sacred, academic and spiritual
lectures of my mentor, Hadrat Maulana Shah
Muhammad Qamar az-Zaman Sahib Allahabadi, are
being published and coming into the public view. This
is the first volume of the series titled al-Ifadat al-
Ihsaniyyah. All praise is due to Allah ta‘ala.

All praise is due to Allah ta‘ala, Hadrat’s talks and
lectures have been continuing for many years. This is
especially for the past 15 years after the tarawih salah
in the month of Ramadan in Dar al-‘Ulim Kantariyah,
Bhartch, Gujarat. This rain of knowledge and
cognition and river of Allah consciousness and
blessings is flowing continuously. Thousands of lives
have changed and the religious form of the whole of
Gujarat has changed. The irreligious have become
religious and become successful. This is especially so
with those who are treading the path and unravelled
the knots of their lives. Anis Ahmad Sahib Allahabadi
says in a poem:

Deriving the blessings of one’s shaykh is not
dependent on proximity with him. The one
who is far from his shaykh can also derive
his blessings.

Look at the podium! Shaykh Qamar has
arrived.

The heart has become illuminated because
his lecture has that special light.



Foreword 9

O Anis! Hadrat Qamar az-Zaman is a
Shaykh-e-Tariqat. This is well-known within
the country and abroad.

Hadrat’s lectures were being preserved via a tape
recorder. They number more than a thousand. His
beloved and devoted associates were persisting for
these priceless pearls of Hadrat’s sciences and
knowledge to be stringed together. In this way, it will be
easy to benefit from them, and their benefit will become
more complete and universal. Apart from those who
were present, others would also be able to benefit from
them. As stated by Anis Ahmad Sahib Allahabadi:

Deriving the blessings of one’s shaykh is not
dependent on proximity with him. The one
who is far from his shaykh can also derive
his blessings.

The most important and difficult stage in this regard
was to obtain Hadrat’s permission. Personalities like
him completely obliterate themselves; they fear and
save themselves from the slightest indication of pride
and ostentation. However, when the requests increased
and the persistence intensified, Hadrat — bearing in
mind the quest and yearning of his sincere associates —
expressed his approval.

There was no end to our happiness when Hadrat gave
his approval. A few devoted friends had several
meetings and decided on choosing a person, and a
place where this work could be carried out with focus.
It was to my fortune that the lot came out with the
name of this mad-man [referring to himself]. Bearing in
mind that Hadrat’s affectionate shadow is over us by
Allah’s grace (may Allah ta‘ala enable his blessings to
continue with his good health and wellness), I accepted
this good fortune despite my lack of knowledge and
absence of resources. I accepted this responsibility
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because I now had the opportunity of reverting to
Hadrat on every issue. All praise is due to Allah ta‘ala,
Hadrat checked through all the lectures from beginning
to end and showered me with most useful pieces of
advice. Idarah Faydan Ma‘rifat which is situated in
Balsar, Gujarat came into existence for the initiation of
this mammoth task under the supervision of Hadrat.

Another point worthy of clarification here is that
everyone was of the opinion that this centre be
attributed to Hadrat by having it named Idarah Faydan
Qamar...Anwar Qamar...and so on. But Hadrat never
approved of this and he himself decided on the present
name. There was also a lengthy divergence of views on
the title which should be given to this collection. The
lectures were collated and arranged and all associates
repeatedly said that it must some how or the other be
attributed to Hadrat. Even in this case, Hadrat was not
convinced right to the end. It was eventually given the
title al-Ifadat al-Ihsaniyyah.

It is obviously well-known that it is a very difficult task
to convey the spoken word as a written word. It is a
very responsible and important task. In my task of
sequencing, I tried my utmost to quote Hadrat’s words
exactly as they were uttered. However, there are cases
when the compiler has to exercise his right, e.g.
bringing forward and moving back of words, continuity
in sentences and subject matter, removing repetitions,
the fluency of the speech, and adding headings and
sub-headings. If the reader perceives any defect or
shortcoming in this regard, I request him to attribute it
to the compiler.

Attention was also paid to referencing the Ahadith and
ascertaining the exact words. This task was most
beautifully carried out by Maulana Magsud Ahmad
Sahib Qasmi (a teacher at Madrasah ‘Arabiyyah Bayt
al-Ma‘arif, Allahabad) and Maulana Mujib al-Ghaffar
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Sahib (Shaykh al-Hadith Madrasah Mazhar al-‘Ulum,
Benares, U.P.). May Allah ta‘ala reward them with the
best rewards.

Finally, I pray to Allah ta‘ala to accept this collection of
lectures, to crown it with acceptance, make it beneficial
to the ummat, and enable this series to continue
excellently.

Fadl Mahmud
Dar al-Ma‘arif al-Islamiyyah, Allahabad
24 Jumada al-Ukhra 1427 A.H., Friday
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IMPRESSIONS

Hadrat Maulana Muhammad Asrar al-Haq Qasmi

Allah ta‘ala made man the most honourable and
superior of all His creations so that he can carry out
the duties of His deputyship in this world, fulfil the
orders of his Creator as he ought, and thereby be
eligible for success in both worlds. Allah ta‘ala provided
man with a complete system in the form of Din for his
success in both worlds. Despite this, the strange thing
is that a large proportion of the inhabitants of this
world are living a life against the Din sent by Allah
ta‘ala. The catastrophe is that each one is treading a
dangerous path which is taking him further away from
Din. Presently, people are seen to disregard religion,
and are desirous of atheism, materialism, and a life of
luxury and comfort. To make matters worse, the call to
materialism is also echoing in our Muslim society and
there is a continual absence of good deeds.

In the light of such volatile conditions, it is most
necessary to make man aware of his real objective and
to show to him the harms of materialism in a
convincing way. The precedence of materialism has
certainly created an imbalance in the system of the
world. It has made man extremely avaricious, greedy
and accustomed to ignoble qualities. Due to the ever
increasing desire for wealth, riches, popularity, ease
and comfort, man who is the best of creations is
succumbing to ignobility and failure. The position of
being the noblest creation imposes on man to
accomplish great works, be grateful to the True
Benefactor, occupy himself in the worship of the True
Deity, and adhere totally to divine injunctions.

The Shari'ah and Tarigah are the two most important
things to break the talisman of materialism. Hadrat
Maulana Shah Muhammad Qamar az-Zaman
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Allahabadi damat barakatuhum has toiled tirelessly to
teach the Shari'ah and Tarigah to the people. Several of
his books on the subject have been printed and enjoy
acceptance. The first volume of al-Ifadat al-lhsaniyyah
is a recent compilation in this regard.

The book before you is a collection of some of the
lectures which Hadrat Maulana delivered at Dar al-
‘Ulim Kantariyah during the important occasion of
Ramadan to those who were in i‘tikaf. These lectures
expound in detail the Shartah, the Tariqah, treading
the path and Allah-consciousness in the light of the
Qur’an and Sunnah. Hadrat Maulana first emphasised
that man’s forgiveness is a supreme bounty around
which man’s success hovers. On the other hand, the
absence of his forgiveness entails eternal failure and
deprivation. It is essential for man to strive for this
supreme bounty and to remain engrossed in acquiring
proximity with Allah ta‘ala. The author sheds light on
these ways and points in a very impressive manner. If
man treads these paths, he can gain proximity to Allah
ta‘ala. The book is most beneficial as regards its
message and comprehensiveness.

The author is an erudite scholar, author and Sufi
master of our times. His main focus is success in the
Hereafter and acquiring Allah’s proximity. His writings
therefore contain priceless pearls of the Shari‘ah and
Tariqah. I had the opportunity of undertaking a deep
study of his books. The soul feels refreshed and the
heart experiences tranquillity after reading his books.
May Allah ta‘ala bless the author’s life, cause his books
to be accepted and enable all to benefit from him.
Amin.

Muhammad Asrar al-Haq Qasmi

Head-All India Educational and Cultural Foundation
26 Rajab 1427 A.H./22 August 2006.
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A SHORT BIOGRAPHY

(of Hadrat Maulana Muhammad Qamar az-Zaman
Sahib)

By Hadrat Maulana Qari Muhammad Ahsan Sahib
Fatahpuri

Birth And Hometown

Hadrat was born in Sha‘ban 1352 A.H./December 1933
in Karisath, district Mau (previously A‘zamgarh). His
father’s name is Sultan Ahmad Khan ibn Nadhir Khan.
His father had extraordinary interest in dhikr,
recitation of the Qur'’an and other spiritual practices.
He was enumerated among the righteous ones. Why
should this not be the case, after all, he had the
honour of being in the company of the wali of his time,
Muslihul Ummat Hadrat Maulana Shah Wasiyyullah
Sahib rahimahullah. He would go regularly to Hadrat
Shah Wasiyyullah’s place in Fatahpur Talnarja and
would occasionally take his young son [Hadrat] with
him and obtain the du‘a’s of the mentor. Hadrat’s
mother was Zayb an-Nisa’ bint Janab Rahmatullah
Khan Sahib, a resident of Sukriya Kalan, district
Bulya. She was a very pious woman. In this way,
Hadrat was blessed with a pure and simple religious
environment for his early training and upbringing. This
environment embedded  pure and sanctified
impressions on his clean and innocent heart and mind.

Education

As per the practice in religious homes, he commenced
his education in a maktab in his village. This maktab
became the early training ground for a great scholar
and Sufi master of our time. He studied here until
grade two and then proceeded to a town known as
Ghosi where he studied until grade seven.
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After completing this elementary and most beneficial
and necessary contemporary education, he proceeded
to Dar al-‘Ulim Mau. On reaching here, he commenced
a purely religious education by studying Persian.
During his three-year stay here, he studied the basic
and advanced Persian books such as Amad Namah,
Gulistan, Bustan, Akhlag Muhsini, Anwar Suhayli and
others; and the elementary Arabic texts such as Mizan
Munsha‘ib, ‘Tlm as-Sighah, Nur al-ldah and Kitab al-
Mutahaffiz.

Marriage

Hadrat Maulana Shah Wasiyyullah Sahib rahimahullah
consulted with Hadrat Maulana Qari Amin Azhar Sahib
(Hadrat’s uncle) with regard to the marriage of his
daughter, ‘Aqilah Khatun. The Qar1 Sahib conveyed his
intent to Hadrat’s father, Sultan Ahmad in 1369
A.H./1949. Hadrat’s father was overjoyed by this
proposition and agreed to it after believing it to be his
good fortune. Subsequently, Hadrat Shah Wasiyyullah
Sahib rahimahullah performed the marriage in Rajab
1370 A.H./June 1950 in the musjid of Fatahpur
Talnarja. This is the grace of Allah ta‘ala which He
confers on whomever He wills.

By Allah’s will, the following four sons were born to
them:

1. Maulana Hafiz Maqgbtul Ahmad Qasmi.
2. Maulana Sa‘ld Ahmad Qasmi Nadwi.
3. Maulana ‘Aziz Ahmad Qasmi.

4. Maulana Mahbub Ahmad Nadwi.

As per divine fate, this pious woman passed away in
1379 A.H. To Allah we belong and to Him is our return.
She was buried in the public graveyard of Akbarpur,
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Allahabad where her younger sister, Nabilah Khattn
had been buried on 16/17 Ramadan 1379 A.H.

Acting under the counsel of Hadrat Shah Wasiyyullah
rahimahullah, Hadrat entered into a second marriage
with Taqrib an-Nisa’, the pious daughter of Master Nur
al-Hasan Sahib Marhum of Kari, district Mau. This
marriage was solemnized on 22 Jumada ath-Thani
1381 A.H. By Allah’s will, the following four daughters
and two sons were born to them:

Mas‘tidah Khattn.

‘A’ishah Khatun.

Siddigah Khattn.

Aminah Khatan.

Maulana Muhammad ‘Abdullah Qasmi.

Maulana Hafiz Muhammad ‘Ubaydullah Nadwi.

A T o

Completion of Studies

In addition to the court of Hadrat Shah Wasiyyullah
Sahib being a wunique khangah and centre for
purification of selves, it was an august centre of
education. Hadrat therefore came here in Sha‘ban 1370
A.H. for the completion of his studies, rectification of
character, purification of the self and traversing the
stations of Sufism. During his lengthy stay here, he
commenced with elementary books like Hidayatun
Nahw, Nur al-Idah, Maraqt al-Falah and continued until
he completed Bukhari Sharif. In fact, he also studied
Sufi books under Hadrat Shah Wasiyyullah Sahib, e.g.
Tafhimat Ilahityyah, al-Qaul al-Jamil, Irshad at-Talibin,
Qasd as-Sabil, Tarst” al-Jawahir al-Makkiyyah, the
Mathnawi of Maulana Rum and other books.
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Teaching And Imparting Knowledge

When Hadrat Muslihul Ummat was living in
Gorukhpur and Hadrat was still a student, he was
appointed as a paid teacher. By Allah’s will, this
programme continued until he was appointed as the
head teacher at Madrasah Wasiyyatul ‘Ulam,
Allahabad. He was appointed to teach important books
such as Taudith Talwih, Mishkat, Jalalayn, Hidayah.

Permission For Hadith

After having full confidence in him, Hadrat Muslihul
Ummat gave him permission for narrating Bukhart
Sharif and other Hadith collections. He taught Bukhari
Sharif from Shawwal 1387 A.H. to Sha‘ban 1388 A.H.
at Madrasah Wasiyyatul ‘Ulim. Muslim Sharif was
taught by Maulana ‘Abd ar-Rahman Sahib Jami
rahimahullah and Tirmidhi Sharif by Maulana
Muhammad Hanif Sahib Jaunpuri.

The following were some of the Daurah Hadith students
of that year:

1. Maulana Qari Irshad Ahmad Sahib.

Maulana Anwar Ahmad Sahib.

N

3. Maulana Muhammad Arshad Benarisi.

4. Maulana Qari Zahir ad-Din (presently in ‘Aligarh
University).

By Allah’s will, the occasion for the completion of
Bukhart was attended by Hadrat Maulana Sayyid
Zahur al-Hasan Kasauli - the Nazim of Khangah
Thanah Bhawan, Hadrat Maulana Hakim Muhammad
Masud Sahib Ajmeri. All praise is due to Allah ta‘ala.

Despite Hadrat’s many occupations and journeys, he
continues teaching to this day. All praise is due to
Allah ta‘ala. In this way, those who are thirsty for Dini
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knowledge are not being deprived from benefiting from
him. Hadrat also rendered the vital and important
service of issuing fatwas under the instruction of
Hadrat Muslihul Ummat. All praise is due to Allah
ta‘ala it continues to this day.

Permission And Khilafat

As mentioned previously, after having the honour of
becoming the son-in-law of Hadrat Muslihul Ummat,
Hadrat settled down permanently with him and pledged
bay‘at to him with the intention of internal rectification
and purification of the self. Hadrat Muslihul Ummat
paid special attention to him and taught him the
above-listed books on Sufism. He then gave him
permission to teach, remind and instruct others. All
praise is due to Allah ta‘ala alone.

The temperament of the Auliya’ is such that even after
reaching a level of excellence, they are never smug
about their condition. Instead, they supervise their
selves until the last moments of their lives, and
continue praying for a good death. Hadrat has the
same temperament. It was by virtue of this concern
and yearning that when Hadrat Muslihul Ummat
passed away, Hadrat reverted to another erudite Sufi of
his time, Hadrat Maulana Muhammad Ahmad Sahib
Partabgarhi Nagshbandi Mujaddidi rahimahullah. A
Hadith states that a believer looks with the light of
Allah ta‘ala. Thus, it did not take the shaykh long to
recognize Hadrat’s spiritual condition and capability.
Within a few days he gave him permission to instruct
others and to accept bay‘at from them. Qadi At-har
Mubarakptri describes Hadrat as follows:

Hadrat Maulana Muhammad Qamar az-
Zaman Sahib combines the Shari'ah with the
Tarigah. He is a custodian of the spiritual
attraction and power of Hadrat Muslihul
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Ummat Maulana Shah Wasiyyullah Sahib
and the Allah-conscious beauty, blessings
and cognition of  Hadrat Maulana
Muhammad Ahmad Sahib.

After obtaining permission and khilafat from these two
auliya’, Hadrat is a combiner of the Chishti,
Nagshbandi, Qadri and Suhrawardi spiritual families.
Ever since the time of Hadrat Shah Wali Allah
Muhaddith Dehlawi rahimahullah, all the Sufi masters
accept bay‘at in these four families and confer the same
to the one who is eligible for it. Hadrat follows their
practice in this regard.

Benefiting From Other Sufi Masters

Hadrat spent 17 years in the company of Hadrat
Muslihul Ummat and 24 years in the company of
Hadrat Partabgarhi. He was very close to both these
personalities. In the course of his stay with them, he
had the responsibility of serving other masters who
came to visit these two. The other senior ‘ulama’ and
Sufi masters included Hadrat Maulana Habib ar-
Rahman Sahib A‘zami, Hadrat Maulana Sayyid Abul
Hasan ‘Ali Nadwi, Hadrat Maulana Shah Abrar al-Haq,
Hadrat Maulana Qari Siddig Ahmad Sahib Bandwi,
Hadrat Maulana °‘Abd al-Bari Nadwi and Hadrat
Maulana Hakim Muhammad Akhtar Sahib
rahimahumullah. Hadrat was able to get close to these
elders and had priceless opportunities of benefiting
from them. This is the grace of Allah ta‘ala which He
confers on whomever He wills.

Occupations And Services

Hadrat’s occupations and services could be divided into
four parts:

1. Propagation and instruction.

2. Writing and compiling books.
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3. Teaching and imparting knowledge.
4. Journeying within the country and beyond.
Propagation And Instruction

In addition to seeing to the purification of the selves,
instructing different forms of dhikr and internal
rectification of his disciples, Hadrat distinguishes
himself as one who receives every visitor with genuine
warmth and blesses him with appropriate advice and
counsel. This programme continues all the time when
he is at home in Allahabad. As for out of his home, he
has been spending the entire month of Ramadan for
the past 15 years in the large musjid of Dar al-‘Ulam
Kantariyah, Bhartch, Gujarat where he has been
conducting a khangah and i‘tikaf programme. There is
a large assembly of associates from within the country
and from overseas, disciples, ‘ulama’ and the masses.
Several hundred people spend the entire month in
i‘tikaf. Hadrat delivers talks in which he speaks about
the Qur’an, following the Sunnah, fear and love for
Allah ta‘ala, and purification of the self. By the will of
Allah ta‘ala, he remains for about 7-10 days after
Ramadan and goes to the nearby towns and villages to
deliver talks.

Writing And Compiling

Hadrat has a flowing pen. He wrote many books which
make up several thousand pages. Some of them are:

1. Agwal Salaf - in six voluminous parts.
2. Tarbiyyat Aulad ka Islami Nizam.

3. Riyad as-Salikin min Ahadith Sayyid al-
Mursalin.

4. Tadhkirah Muslih al-Ummat.
S. Faydan Muhabbat.
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6. Wasiyyatul Adab.
7. Ma‘arif Safiyyah.
8. Nugqush wa Athar Mufakkir Islam.
9. Nikah ki Shar‘1 Haythiyat.

10.Haqiqt Hajj.

11.Dars Qur’an.

12.Tat-hir al-Qulab.

13.Gunaho ka Wabal Aur Oes ka ‘I1aj.

The author’s great interest in reading can be gauged
from a perusal of these books. His books are certainly
treasure-houses of rectitude and guidance. If Allah
ta‘ala inspires a person, a study of these books can be
a great fortune and a cause for success in both worlds.

Teaching And Imparting Knowledge

Madrasah ‘Arabiyyah Bayt al-Ma‘arif, Bakhshi Bazaar,
Allahabad was established by Hadrat himself. Its
foundation was laid on 28 Dhu al-Hijjah 1395 A.H./1
January 1976. In addition to hifz and gira’at, education
to the level of Mishkat Sharif is imparted here. Hadrat’s
khanqah and classroom is in this Madrasah. Hadrat
teaches Mishkat Sharif and other books whenever the
need arises. Just recently he constructed Madrasah
Dar al-Ma‘arif al-Islamiyyah together with a beautiful
musjid. At present, recitation and memorization of the
Qur’an is taught here, and also elementary Persian and
Arabic classes. May Allah ta‘ala bless it with more
progress. Amin.

Journeys

Hadrat has to undertake many journeys within the
country at the invitation and insistence of his
associates and disciples. He also travels overseas. The
people of Gujarat, Maharashtra, Karnataka, Andhra
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Pradesh (Bangalore, Hyderabad), Madhya Pradesh,
Bihar and Bengal derive benefit from his talks and
lectures.

Hadrat goes periodically to foreign countries such as
Britain, Barbados, Trinidad, Granada, Panama,
Canada, South Africa, Zambia, Zimbabwe, Reunion,
Mauritius, Malawi, Nepal, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait,
Bahrain, Qatar and so on. Apart from his disciples, he
has over 100 khulafa’ most of whom are ‘ulama’. This
is the bounty of Allah which He confers on whomever
He wills.

These are just a few lines which took the form of a
short biography.

Hadrat Maulana Shah Muhammad Ahmad Sahib
rahimahullah had a lot of love and affection for Hadrat
and he used to express it to him quite often. He said on
several occasions: “Hadrat Mujaddid Alf Thani
rahimahullah said to King Jahangir: ‘O Jahangir! I will
not go to Paradise without you.” Maulana! I too will not
go without you.”
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Muhammad Ahsan Qasmi Fatahpuri
(extracted from Tadhkirah Masha’ikh Nagshbandiyyah
Mujaddidiyyah — written by Maulana Mahbub Ahmad
Sahib Nadwi, son of Hadrat Maulana Muhammad
Qamar az-Zaman Sahib).
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Synopsis of The Lecture

It is for the sake of forgiveness that we undergo severe
pain and labour. It was for the same forgiveness that
Hadrat Adam ‘alayhis salam used to cry. All our elders
of the past used to cry and weep for the same
forgiveness. These are very intelligent people; they are
not foolish. They have a lot of value in Allah’s sight.
They know that the more they cry and weep before
Allah ta‘ala, the more He will like it and forgive them.
Forgiveness is the greatest of bounties of this world.

We must live in accordance with Allah’s Din, obey His
orders, and still continue seeking His pardon and
forgiveness. The fast of Ramadan is laid down to earn
Allah’s forgiveness. If He forgives, we can have no
greater bounty. Do not think that there is a greater
bounty than it. When Allah ta‘ala forgives a person and
is satisfied that his matter with Him is correct, the
person will say to his friends:

S 158 a2

Here, read my book of deeds.!

This is why we ought to make du‘a’ to Allah ta‘ala for
our forgiveness.

1 Starah al-Haqgah, 69: 19.
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Dear friends, elders and brothers! This is obviously the
month of Ramadan and - all praise is due to Allah
ta‘ala — we are all carrying out the obligation of fasting.
My heart therefore desires to speak about fasting.
There is a season for everything. When people go for
hajj, the lectures are by and large on the subject of hajj
— whether in the plane or at the traveller’s lodge, the
‘ulama’ speak about hajj.

Those Experiencing Wellness Must Show Mercy to The Afflicted

In the same way, this is the obligation of Ramadan. All
praise is due to Allah ta‘ala for His kindness that we
are fasting. We are doing this comfortably and with
focus. This is also a great favour and grace of Allah
ta‘ala. There are many of our brothers who do not even
have provisions for sehri and iftar. Many others are
suffering illnesses. We do not know what problems our
brothers are experiencing. This is why we ought to
make du‘a’ for them. A Hadith states:

S gal Je 1520
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Show mercy to those who are afflicted.

We ought to be grateful for the wellness which we are
experiencing. Thus, it is the duty of those who are
enjoying wellness to show mercy on the afflicted ones.
This is what the Hadith of Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi
wa sallam teaches us.

The Thing Which Hardens The Hearts

Hadrat Maulana $Sa'ild Ahmad Sahib Akbarabadi
rahimahullah was a very famous scholar. He asked
Hadrat Muslihul Ummat Maulana Shah Wasiyyullah
Sahib rahimahullah for advice so Hadrat dictated the
following Hadith and sent it to him:
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Apart from remembrance of Allah ta‘ala do not engage in
excessive talking or else your hearts will become hard. A
hard heart is far from Allah ta‘ala but you do not realize
this [because the nearness and distance of the heart is a
spiritual matter]. Do not look at the sins of people as
though you are Allah (i.e. do not look with pride and
haughtiness at the sins of others). Look at your own sins
as though you are slaves because people are of two
types: those who have fallen in sin, and those who are
saved from it. So show compassion to those who are in
sin, and thank Allah ta‘ala over your wellness
[protection from sin].

In other words, the heart becomes hard by speaking
excessively about things apart from Allah ta‘ala. The
‘ulama’ have gone to the extent of saying that a person
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should not even speak excessively of good things
because this also creates passiveness in the heart. The
heart must be kept a bit empty, it must be given some
space so that fountains of wisdom may flow into it. A
poet says:

Excessive talking causes the heart to die
within the body, even if its talking are like
the pearls of Eden.

I was saying that thinking excessively of anyone apart
from Allah ta‘ala causes the heart to become hard. The
consequence of it is:

A e St B I 6
A hard heart is far from Allah ta‘ala.

A soft heart is close to Allah ta‘ala. Hard-hearted
people are those who are not affected by the afflictions
of others; they are not affected by their worries. There
are some people who, no matter how many hardships
and calamities are described before them, they do not
pay any attention. In fact, they cannot even bear
listening to a person who is in difficulty. The Hadith
teaches us that such people are far from Allah’s mercy.
Yes, they will only understand it when they themselves
are afflicted by a hardship.

The Treatment For Removing Hard-Heartedness

My dear friends! A hard heart is indeed a terrible heart.
Hardness of the heart is really evil. A person is made to
engage in Allah’s remembrance for removing its
hardness. If a heart is hard, softness can only come
into it through Allah’s remembrance. If a person
engages in nonsensical conversations all the time, his
heart will most certainly become hard. This is why we
ought to safeguard our tongues from futile talks —
opportunity does not strike twice.
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Value Time

A single minute which has passed can never be
retrieved by even the most powerful forces. No matter
how much technological progress is made, passed time
cannot be brought back. What has passed has passed.
Only miracles of the Prophets ‘alayhimus salam affirm
that they stopped the sun. However, it is not proven
that any king was able to do this. Time is thus a most
priceless bounty which must be valued. Do not let it go
to waste. The ‘ulama’ refer to time as a cutting sword
which cannot be stopped. The time which has passed
has passed, there is none to stop it. If you observe the
movement of a watch and see that it is ten o’ clock. You
look at it after some time and realize that it is eleven o’
clock. You continue looking at it and it soon becomes
twelve o’ clock right before your eyes. Where has the
time gone to? It does not take it long to pass.

Hadrat ‘Ali’s Advice

Hadrat ‘Ali radiyallahu ‘anhu was delivering a talk. He
said:
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The world has turned around and is moving back. The
Hereafter is approaching from the front. Each of them
have sons. You should become sons of the Hereafter and
not sons of this world.

Each passing moment is not going to return. We are
moving away from the world and the world is moving
away from us, while the Hereafter is drawing near. The
vehicle is approaching from one side and moving away
from the other. However, it is approaching so swiftly
that man cannot gauge it. Sometimes accidents occur
in this way: A car approaches with speed while the
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travellers cannot ascertain the speed at which it is
coming, and that it will come and smash into them.
The first time [ went to perform hajj, my son, Maulana
Sald Ahmad was studying in Jami'ah Islamiyyah
Madinah Munawwarah. When cars used to approach at
a speed, he would hold my hand. I said to him: “What
is the matter?” He replied: “Father, you cannot estimate
at what speed the cars move here.”

I was saying:
21 s
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The world has turned around and is moving back. The
Hereafter is approaching from the front.

Hadrat ‘Ali radiyallahu ‘anhu says further:

2.
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You should become sons of the Hereafter and not sons of
this world.

In other words, become seekers of the Hereafter and
not of this world.

A Practice of The Sahabah

My dear friends! Times is priceless. This is why Allah
ta‘ala took an oath:
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By the oath of time. Man is certainly in loss. Except
those who believe and do good deeds, and enjoin each
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other with the true religion, and enjoin each other with
patience.!

This is no ordinary surah; it is extremely important. It
is mentioned in the traditions that when the Sahabah
radiyallahu ‘anhum used to meet, they would read this
strah to each other.2 This is why we have to really
value time.

Do Not Wait For Tranquillity

Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said:
A0 e S5 o)) I G5
A hard heart is far from Allah ta‘ala.

It is far from Allah’s mercy. When there is negligence
towards Allah’s remembrance, it will result in hard-
heartedness. Stop engaging in dhikr for a few days and
you will for yourself see how the heart becomes hard.
The hearts of those who give up Allah’s dhikr become
hard. A murid of Hadrat Maulana Rashid Ahmad Sahib
Gangohi rahimahullah wrote a letter to him:

“Hadrat! I am looking out for a time of tranquillity so
that I can spend that time in dhikr.”

Hadrat rahimahullah wrote back: “You must complete
your dhikr while walking around and moving about. Do
not wait for tranquillity.”

Even if a person completes this prescribed dhikr while
walking about, he will certainly receive its blessings.
Like when a person is performing sa‘y during hajj and
also making du‘a’ in the process. Or he is performing
tawaf and also making du‘a’ and making dhikr. We
learn from this that running [or walking] is not an

1 Sarah al-‘Asr, 103: 1-3.
2 Tabarani.
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obstacle to dhikr. Going around in circles is also not an
obstacle to dhikr. A person can make dhikr under any
condition — even while he is in his shop, at the hospital
or while walking around in the shopping areas. Thus,
we learn that dhikr is something which can be done
under all situations. There is also no need for wuda’.
There is no place restriction for it. There are no
restrictions for it. When a man makes dhikr — when he
repeats Allah’s name, reads the kalimah, sends durid,
etc. — it will certainly create softness and gentleness in
his heart. Density will be removed, softness will come
in, hardness will disappear. It is on this basis that
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said:
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Apart from remembrance of Allah ta‘ala do not engage in

excessive talking or else your hearts will become hard. A
hard heart is far from Allah ta‘ala.

The narration continues:
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Do not look at the sins of people as though you are Allah
(i.e. do not look with pride and haughtiness at the sins of
others). Look at your own sins as though you are slaves.

Sinners Are Eligible For Mercy
The Hadith ends with that piece which I quoted at the

beginning:
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Because people are of two types: those who have fallen
in sin, and those who are saved from it. So show
compassion to those who are in sin, and thank Allah
ta‘ala over your wellness [protection from sin].

There are many who are sinners — they are caught up
in a calamity. There are many others who are enjoying
wellness, i.e. they carry out acts of obedience. They
perform salah, keep fast, etc. The latter are not
permitted to scorn the sinners. Rather, it is necessary
to make du‘a’ for them because they are caught up in a
calamity. It is not a physical calamity but a spiritual
one. When a person is suffering from cancer, people
feel sorry for him. The same can be said about those
who are suffering from other destructive illnesses.

In the same way, if a person is suffering from hard-
heartedness, jealousy, pride, etc. then he is eligible for
mercy. Even if these people are wealthy and affluent,
people of position and authority, they certainly deserve
our compassion. We have to make du‘a’ for them
because their wealth is dragging them towards the
Hell-fire, their position is taking them towards the Hell-
fire. We must therefore make du‘a’ to Allah ta‘ala to
have mercy on them. There are wealthy and powerful
people who go through stressful situations, e.g. a
person’s factory is to be sold. He comes to us for du‘a’. I
say with regard to such people: “They do not allow us
to go to them nor do they come to us of their own
accord. However, Allah ta‘ala showed compassion to
them in this way by inflicting a material calamity on
them so that they may come to us for du‘a’. In this way,
they acknowledge the importance of du‘a’ and accept
Allah ta‘ala as the Being who can remove their
calamity. This is also a very great thing. Allah’s
conceptual matters continue working. We consider
something to take us towards destruction when in
reality it is taking us towards salvation. There will be
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many of Allah’s servants who will be tied in chains and
taken towards Paradise. The form that this takes is
that they will be afflicted by calamities. Obviously they
do not desire those calamities. However, the very same
calamities will become the causes of conveying them to
Paradise. My dear friends! This is why I am saying that
Allah’s dhikr, Allah’s worship, reciting the Qur'an -
these are great bounties and excellent treasures. Carry
them out so that you are able to enter Paradise by
Allah’s grace.

I was saying: This is the month of Ramadan and we are
keeping the fasts. This is why [ want to speak about
fasting. I feel the necessary aspects of it should be
explained, perhaps Allah ta‘ala will inspire someone to
keep the true fast and to fulfil it with its prerequisites.
May Allah ta‘ala inspire us all. Amin.

The Hadith which I read at the beginning is well-
known. Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said:
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The one who keeps fast in Ramadan with faith and in
the hope of reward shall have his past sins forgiven.

Reward is Dependent on Iman

The words: “The one who keeps fast in Ramadan with
faith” mean that the person affirms that fasting is
certainly compulsory. The obligation of fasting is
proven from this verse:
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O believers! Ordained for you is fasting as it was
ordained for those before you, so that you may become
pious.!

Thus, the person who accepts the obligation of fasting
and fasts while affirming that it is compulsory on him
shall have his sins pardoned. If a person remains
hungry and thirsty without believing in the obligation
of fasting, then no matter how hungry and thirsty he
remains, he will not receive any reward. Reward is
dependent on iman. The famous poet Akbar Husayn
Allahabadi says:

Fasting is dependent on iman. If iman has
left, fasting is lost. The nation is dependent
on the Qur’an. If the Qur’an has left [their
lives], the nation is lost.

A nation will only exist as a nation when the Qur’an is
with it, i.e. when it practises on the Qur’an. We have
discarded the Qur’an and left it on the forgotten shelf.
Can we still expect the Qur’an to intercede in our
favour?!

This is why together with keeping the fast, a person
must believe in its obligation. He must understand that
Allah ta‘ala made it from among the pillars of Islam. It
is not something that is forced, it is not out of habit nor
does it have anything to do with temperament. Rather,
it is from the Shari‘ah. This is why the first thing is to
belief that it is compulsory, to believe that Allah ta‘ala
made fasting compulsory, and made it one of the pillars
of Islam.

A Proof of Deficiency in Love For Allah

Allah ta‘ala is aware of all the conditions of the hearts.
Hakimul Ummat Hadrat Maulana Ashraf ‘Ali Thanwi

1 Strah al-Baqarah, 2: 183.
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rahimahullah used to say: “Inconsideration to carrying
out all the postures of salah correctly when one is in
privacy is an indication of deficiency in love for Allah
ta‘ala.” If a person has love for Allah ta‘ala he will do
things in the same way whether in public or in
solitude. Everything is the same in Allah’s sight. There
is no past and future with Him. There is also no
present with Him. Everything is the same to Him. The
day and night are equal to Him. His knowledge is all-
encompassing. There is no past and future as regards
His knowledge. When something has passed us, we say
that it is the past, it is difficult and impossible to bring
it back. However, everything is easy for Allah ta‘ala.

A person keeps a fast. No matter how irreligious a
Muslim may be, he will not eat in privacy while he is
fasting. He will not conceal himself anywhere in order
to eat. This is because he has conviction in Allah’s
knowledge.

Thus we have to have the conviction that fasting is an
obligation of Allah ta‘ala, it is one of the pillars of
Islam, and keeping a fast will elicit Allah’s reward. The
Hadith mentions two things: (1) To fast with faith and
conviction. (2) To fast with the intention of reward. It is
not necessary to say it verbally. All the person needs to
think is that Allah ta‘ala will certainly reward him for
staying hungry and thirsty.

It is Liked by Allah

The dryness of our lips and the yellowness which
pervades our faces [because of fasting] are liked by
Allah ta‘ala. In fact, Allah ta‘ala Himself causes these
effects. This is similar to the face of a lover — people are
able to discern that he is in love. There is yellowness on
his face, rumours are spread about him and people
conclude that he is caught up in someone’s love. Allah
ta‘ala Himself creates these things on a fasting person
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so that some love and affection for Allah ta‘ala is
displayed.

How can one be a lover when the beloved
does not even cast a glance at him?

The dryness of our lips and the yellowness which
pervades our faces are liked by Allah ta‘ala. In fact, a
smell which emanates from our stomach is also liked
by Allah ta‘ala.

Using a Miswak After ‘Asr in Ramadan

My dear friends and elders! The smell which emanates
from our stomach because it is empty is liked by Allah
ta‘ala. This is why Imam Shafi1 rahimahullah says that
we should not remove this smell with a miswak. This is
why the followers of Imam ShafiT rahimahullah are
asked not to use the miswak after ‘asr. The Hanafis can
use it. Both groups have their proofs which are found
in the books of jurisprudence.

Imam Shafi' is a High-Ranking Imam

Imam Shafim rahimahullah is also our imam; he too
holds a lofty position. The opinions of all the imams are
correct in their respective places. This is why the
greatness, honour and reverence of all are accepted by
us. Imam Shafil rahimahullah is far greater than all of
us. His statements also hold value and esteem. We
cannot reject him. We can only present our proofs. We
can do no more.

Hadrat Gangohi’s Acknowledgement

Hadrat Maulana Rashid Ahmad Gangohi rahimahullah
said: “If Imam Shafi1 rahimahullah were to come here,
do you think we could speak before him? It is
impossible for us to say anything before him.” He was
no ordinary man, he was a very senior man of Allah, he
was the Qutb al-Aqtab. No one can imagine his



Forgiveness-The Greatest Bounty 37

greatness. The rank of Imam which Allah ta‘ala had
conferred on him was not given just like that. He was a
very powerful man of Allah and a man of affinity with
Him.

Imam Shafi'T’'s Statement

Imam ShafiT rahimahullah used to say: “There is
enjoyment in only two things in this world: (1) Meeting
one’s friends. (2) Private supplication with Allah ta‘ala
at pre-dawn.” What can be said about the joy of
meeting the Ahlullah! Friendship among materialists is
nothing. They merely meet and part ways. One goes in
one direction and the other in the other direction. One
cannot even rely on their friendship. You do not even
see a spark of happiness in their laughter. It is a
superficial laughter. The joy of the heart is not
portrayed on the face. These are not humans; they
have become animals. Humaneness is in following the
SharT'ah, practising on the teachings of Islam, treading
the Din of Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam and
following the Sunnah.

The Tahajjud Salah Invigorates The Heart

Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said:
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When a person performs tahajjud salah, a knot is untied
(which had been fastened by Shaytan). The person is
invigorated and in a good frame of mind in the morning.

Invigoration and vitality are to be found in the tahajjud
salah. Perform this salah and see for yourself whether
you feel invigorated or not. Engage in Allah’s dhikr and
see if you experience joy or not; if you experience
tranquillity or not. Hadrat Imam Ghazzali rahimahullah
has gone to the extent of writing that a person must
compare his condition before and after wudia’. He will
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find a clear difference between the two. He will feel
uneasy and uncomfortable before wudd’. Once he
performs wud’, he will perceive happiness, tranquillity
and peace.

Imam Shafi1 rahimahullah says that joy is in only two
things: meeting friends and private supplication at pre-
dawn. The joy of being with friends cannot be found in
anything else. Allah ta‘ala says:
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Join My servants and enter My Paradise.!

Allah ta‘ala first asks us to join His servants and then
to enter His Paradise. Mentioning the servants first
shows its importance.

A Benevolent Man is Always in Difficulty

Imam Shafi1 rahimahullah also said: “A benevolent
man is always in difficulty and hardship.” He says or
does something out of his benevolence which then
results in worry. This is why he says that a benevolent
man is always in difficulty. Imam Shafilt rahimahullah
then says: “If anyone wants to take away my
benevolence in exchange for cold water I will not agree
to it. I am prepared to forego cold water for the rest of
my life but I will not give my benevolence for it.” This,
despite saying that a benevolent man is always in
difficulty and hardship. This demonstrates his nobility
and virtue. He was a great man, no one can even
imagine the status which he enjoyed.

The Real Fast

I was saying that the smell which emanates from the
mouth of a fasting person due to his empty stomach is

1 Strah al-Fajr, 89: 29-30.
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very beloved to Allah ta‘ala. Look at the virtue of fasting
which is proved from this! We should therefore be very
particular about our fasts, we must safeguard them
against acts of disobedience as much as we can, we
must protect them from sins. My dear friends! The
outward fast entails keeping away from food, drink and
one’s wife for a few hours. However, the real fast is to
remove everything apart from Allah ta‘ala in such a
manner that we do not even turn our attention towards
it. We should not merely abstain from food and drink.
Rather, we should abstain from everything apart from
Allah ta‘ala.

Real abstention means abstaining from everything
apart from Allah ta‘ala. Abstention from food and drink
are signs of outward fasting. Internal fasting means
that anything apart from Allah ta‘ala must not be able
to enter the sanctuary of the heart. This is the real fast.
My dear friends! We should not confine ourselves to
mere abstention from food and drink. Instead, we must
do as much as we can externally, e.g. evil glances may
be cast with the eyes, evil thoughts can enter the heart.
We must safeguard our hearts against all this. This is
the fast in the true meaning of the word. May Allah
ta‘ala inspire us all.

We get an external fast and an internal one, and we
have to give consideration to both. For example, we get
an external hajj and an internal one. What is hajj? It
entails visiting Allah’s House. That is all there is to the
external hajj. As for the internal hajj, it refers to
meeting the Master of the House. This is why a pilgrim
performs tawaf of the Ka‘bah. He thinks to himself, I
have reached the House, but not the Master of the
House. This is the meaning of a true hajj, i.e. to put an
end to love and attachment to anything apart from
Allah ta‘ala. Mere visiting the Ka‘bah must not be the
objective. You will certainly visit it and your obligation
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will be fulfilled. However, a real hajj will be acquired
when you develop a bond with Allah ta‘ala, His love
enters the heart and the link with Him is strengthened.
If not, the hajj will be an affirmation of the following
couplet:

We went to the Ka‘bah but love for the idols
has still not left us. We drank zam zam, but
the fire of our heart has still not been
extinguished.

Hadrat Muslihul Ummat Maulana Shah Wasiyyullah
Sahib rahimahullah used to quote this couplet very
often.

Attraction is Based on Personal Taste

I had carried my book Hagqiqgt Hajj with me when I went
to Canada. I met Maulana ‘Abdullah Sahib Kapaudri
there. He was very pleased to meet me and invited me
to visit the library of one of his associates. I accepted
the invitation and gave my books to the manager of the
library. He said to me with reference to Hagqiqi Hajj:
“Maulana! You can place all your books on one side,
and this one book on the other side. [The latter will
outweigh all the other books].” This, despite the fact
that it comprises of only a few pages. The fact of the
matter is that this has to do with personal taste.
Attraction is based on personal taste. He then said to
me that he will have it translated and distributed. (All
praise is due to Allah ta‘ala, its English and Gujarati
translations are available). All thanks are due to Allah
ta‘ala alone, pilgrims carry it with them, like it and
express the benefit which they derive from it.

The fact of the matter is that a person will listen to
points about hajj when it is the time of hajj. If [ were to
speak about the rulings and virtues of hajj now, no one
will listen attentively. However, on the occasion of hajj,
a person will want to hear something about Madinah
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Munawwarah, Makkah Mukarramah, and will want to
learn the rules of hajj.

On the occasion of marriage, a person will want to hear
points about marriage. This is why I wrote a book on
this subject. It is titled Nikah ki Shari Haythiyat. The
background to writing it is that a person came and said
to me: “There is going to be a marriage in our family,
write something about it.” And so, I wrote it. A person
must certainly study it because it contains essential
points and facts. Virtues and rules are mentioned
briefly. In fact, if possible, extra copies must be
obtained and distributed on occasions of marriage
because — all praise is due to Allah ta‘ala — this book is
very beneficial and enlightening. The ‘ulama’ have also
approved of it. (All praise is due to Allah ta‘ala, it is
also translated into Gujarati and English). Many people
approve of this book the most. It is a matter of personal
taste.

The Biggest Glad Tiding For The Fasting Person
The Hadith says:
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The person who keeps fast while affirming the
obligation of fasting and keeps it with the hope of
reward and for Allah’s sake, then there is nothing
greater than the glad tiding which he receives. The glad
tiding is:

Allah ta‘ala will forgive all his past sins. Do you think
this is an ordinary glad tiding?

Our elders have a saying: “A person takes half a life
and gives thousands in return.” In other words, for a
little effort he receives a great treasure like forgiveness.
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Allah ta‘ala keeps him hungry and thirsty for a few
hours, and then rewards him with a great bounty like
forgiveness. This is certainly not insignificant. In
addition to this, Allah ta‘ala also gives him food and
drink at the time of iftar. The best of foods are laid out
before him. My dear friends! What a great bounty of
Allah ta‘ala this is! What a great opportunity for those
who keep fast and are then honoured with the glad
tiding of Allah’s forgiveness. All praise is due to Allah
ta‘ala the Sustainer of the universe.

Allah Loves Humbleness

It is for this forgiveness that one has to undergo pain
and it is for this forgiveness that Hadrat Adam and
Hawwa ‘alayhimas salam were crying. All our elders
who have passed on used to cry and weep for the same
forgiveness. They were very intelligent people, they were
not stupid. They hold a high rank in Allah’s sight. They
understood that the more they cry before Allah ta‘ala,
the more they weep before Him, Allah ta‘ala will love
this act and forgive them. Forgiveness is the greatest of
all bounties in the world.

Allah ta‘ala created this world for a few days. The
attraction and splendour of this world are for a short
time. They will come to an end very soon. We see
earthquakes every other day, we see storms and floods.
Do not think that these disasters do not strike America
and Britain. They certainly strike them, but these
haughty people do not disclose them.

Aware About The Whole World, But Unaware of One’s Own Self

I was in London once. A person came to me one
morning and said that all the trains have stopped today
because the lines are flooded with water. Another
person was present at the time. He said: “I work for the
railways. These people know everything about Iran and
every other place in the world, but they could not
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predict a flood coming in the previous night.” They have
knowledge about the entire world but know nothing
about their own backyard, about an impending storm
and how many people it will killl The railway lines will
be displaced, and so on — but they have no knowledge
of all this. Allah ta‘ala has all this under His control.
When it comes to matters of the Shari‘ah, Allah ta‘ala
gave man the choice to accept or reject. However, when
it comes to conceptual matters, man has no choice
whatsoever. He will have to do whatever he is ordered
to do.

Pride And Haughtiness in America And Europe

A wind travels at 150km and renders their machines
useless. I also had the occasion of going to Barbados in
the West Indies. We learn these things from there
because winds and storms of this nature constantly
plague them. A hurricane had hit them a few days
before my going there. Upon reaching there, the people
feared the coming of another hurricane. They said to
me: “Maulana! Make du‘a’, there is extreme danger
today. If the hurricane hits, it will turn everything
upside down; no one will be saved.” It is a small island.
If one hurricane were to hit it, there will be no sign of
the island. Anyway we made du‘a’ and learnt the next
morning that the hurricane headed towards America
and completely destroyed a certain part of it. But no
information whatsoever about it was given on the
television. When they have forest fires [in America],
they do not inform anyone. Look at their pride! Self-
conceit and haughtiness are filled in them. May Allah
ta‘ala protect us from such ailments.

A Seeker’s Rank is Greater Than a Majdhub’s

My dear friends and elders! No one can interfere in
Allah’s conceptual matters. Even a majdhub can do
nothing. He can neither stop a ship nor a storm. He
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can neither stop a flood nor the ebb and flow of the tide
in the ocean. My friends! Absolute authority belongs to
Allah ta‘ala.
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Say: Everything is in the hand of Allah.!
AP
He does as He wills.2

Is there anyone who can stop the earthquakes which
He sends? We see earthquakes hitting Turkey
sometimes. Then in America and then in Gujarat. This
is why an attachment and bond with Allah ta‘ala is a
very great thing. Even if a person wields power and
authority, they are nothing.

This is why the ‘ulama’ say that the rank of the salikin3
surpasses that of the majdhubs.4 The most a majdhub
can do is come to know of a calamity, but he can do
nothing about it. If he cannot stop the calamity, what is
the benefit of knowing about it? On the other hand,
seekers do not have knowledge of a calamity, but they
constantly seek refuge from every calamity. This is the
quality of submission and humility. We learn from this
that the rank of sulik surpasses that of jadhb.
Submission means to be pleased with Allah’s decree
and to accept His decision. May Allah ta‘ala reward our
elders because they preferred remaining slaves [of Allah
ta‘alal] and did not want to know about forthcoming
events. They did this so that we could continually seek

1 Strah Al ‘Imran, 3: 154.

2 Sarah Ibrahim, 14: 27.

3 Those who are treading the path towards Allah ta‘ala.

4 Those who are madly immersed in the love of Allah ta‘ala.
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refuge in Allah ta‘ala from every calamity and make
du‘a’ to Him to protect us.

Forgiveness is The Greatest Bounty

My dear friends and elders! This Din of Allah ta‘ala is
the greatest of all. We must act in accordance with
Allah’s Din and follow His orders. We must still seek
His pardon and continue asking Him for forgiveness.
The fast of Ramadan is prescribed so that He may
forgive us. If He forgives us, there can be no greater
bounty. Don’t think that there is greater bounty than
it. When Allah ta‘ala forgives us and we are satisfied
that our matter with Him is correct, we will say to our
friends:
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Here, read my book of deeds.!

This is why we must make du‘a’ to Allah ta‘ala for our
forgiveness. May Allah ta‘ala inspire us to fulfil all
these obligations and take us from this world in a state
of Tman. May Allah ta‘ala create love and affection
among us and may He bestow peace in the whole
world. Amin. Let us make du‘a”
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O Allah! Through Your grace and kindness accept our
fasts and enable us to fulfil them as they ought to be
fulfilled. O Allah! Enable us to fulfil our fasts with iman
and expectation for reward. O Allah! Honour us all with
Your forgiveness. O Allah! Confer us all with the
treasures of Your love and recognition. O Allah! Confer

1 Stirah al-Haqgah, 69: 19.



Forgiveness-The Greatest Bounty 46

us with a strong bond with You. O Allah! Soften our
hearts. O Allah! Remove hardness from our hearts. Fill
and enlighten our hearts with Your remembrance and
concern. O Allah! Make our words and actions to
coincide with the Shari'ah. O Allah! Keep our
forthcoming progenies firm on Din, and keep all
Muslims firm on Din. Keep everyone — the children, the
young, the old and the women - firm on Din. O Allah!
Bless us with every type of wellbeing through Your
grace. Protect our ‘ulama’. Protect our makatib. O
Allah! Keep us all firm on Din forever.
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RECITATION OF THE QUR’AN-A MEANS OF
PROXIMITY TO AR-RAHMAN

4th Ramadan al-Mubarak 1424 A.H.
Musjid of Dar al-‘Ulim Kantariyah
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Synopsis of The Lecture

In his commentary to the verse:
P31 5 A0 251 G
Read of what is revealed to you of the Book.

‘Allamah Baydawi rahimahullah writes:
axydsy 4l J) G555

The Qur’an is read as a means of proximity to Allah.

Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam himself is
issued a direct order by the word “Read”. We learn from
this that nearness to Allah ta‘ala is gained through
reciting the Qur’an.
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Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said: There will
be no intercessor superior to the Qur’an; not any
Prophet, angel or anyone else.

Allah ta‘ala teaches us about Himself in the Qur’an. He
also tells us about His servants and about Rastulullah
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. All these are found in the
Qur’an. Knowledge does not mean it must be merely
uttered by the tongue. Rather, there has to be
consciousness and awareness of these sciences as well.
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Dear friends and elders! I had read the above Hadith
yesterday. While reading the introduction today, the
thought came to my mind that I should read the same
Hadith again because no matter how much we speak
about these Ahadith and how many lectures we deliver
on them they will not be enough. A person ought to
continue listening as long as the reality does not settle
in his mind. And we have to continue speaking about
them. It is another matter if we stop talking about them
after the reality has settled in. Where do we understand
these realities, and to what extent do we practise on
them? Therefore, no matter how much we speak on
them, they will be insufficient. May Allah ta‘ala enable
us all to listen, understand and practise. Rasulullah
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam adopted various ways to
encourage us to keep the fasts of Ramadan and
explained their importance. There are many Ahadith on
the virtues of Ramadan. Many Ahadith in this regard
are quoted in Fada’il A‘'mal of Hadrat Shaykh al-Hadith
Maulana Muhammad Zakariyya Sahib rahimahullah
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and in Hayat al-Muslimin of Hakimul Ummat Maulana
Ashraf ‘Ali Sahib Thanwi rahimahullah. We ought to
study them.

Welcoming Ramadan

Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam explained the
virtues of Ramadan verbally. He expressed its virtues
practically as follows: Hadrat ‘A’ishah radiyallahu
‘anha said:
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I saw Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam keeping
many fasts in Sha'ban.

The fasts of Ramadan are so important and significant,
that Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam used to
keep fasts before the month of Ramadan as a way of
welcoming this month. This is because of its
importance.

Allah ta‘ala Himself has conferred a lot of honour to
Ramadan. He revealed His glorious Book in this month:
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Ramadan is the month in which the Qur’an was
revealed.!

The mere revelation of the Qur’an is an honour. The
person to whom it was revealed is honoured. The
month in which it was revealed is honoured. The one
who brought it is also honoured. Those who are
intermediaries or means to the Qur’an have all become
honoured. Allah ta‘ala conferred honour to all of them.
The grand virtue which Jibril ‘alayhis salam enjoys is
because he used to bring divine revelation to

1 Strah al-Baqarah, 2: 185.
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Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam, he used to
bring the Qur’an to him. This is why Jibril ‘alayhis
salam enjoys a special rank among the angels.
Rasulullah sallallahu  ‘alayhi wa sallam enjoys a
special position by virtue of the Qur’an being revealed
to him.

Knowledge of The Past And Future Generations

I related to you in the afternoon that Allah ta‘ala
expounded the knowledge of the past and future
generations in the four books. Although countless
books were revealed, Allah ta‘ala included all sciences
in the Taurah, Zabur and Injil. Furthermore, all the
sciences which these books contain are encompassed
in the Quran. By giving the Qur’an to Rasulullah
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam, it is as if Allah ta‘ala gave
him knowledge of all the past and future generations.

Hadrat ‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘ud radiyallahu ‘anhu said
that the Qur’an contains the knowledge of the past and
future generations.

No One Can Make a Claim...

Allah ta‘ala expounded all sciences in the Qur’an.
Whatever there could be that is related to guidance is

contained in it. There is a famous couplet of ‘Allamah
Shatibi rahimahullah:
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All knowledge is in the Qur’an but the minds of man

cannot comprehend them.

Can anyone claim that he wunderstood the entire
Qur’an? No one can make such a claim.

Bayan al-Qur’an is For Students

I heard my teacher and shaykh, Hadrat Maulana Shah
Wasiyyullah Sahib rahimahullah saying that when
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Hadrat Maulana Ashraf ‘Ali Thanwi rahimahullah wrote
Bayan al-Qur’an, he said: “I did not write all the
sciences in Bayan al-Qur’an. 1 wrote it for students.” It
is such an important tafsir. Maulana Idris Sahib
Kandhlawi rahimahullah speaks very highly of it in his
introduction to his own tafsir, Ma‘arif al-Qur’an. Now
just think! When Hadrat Maulana Thanwi rahimahullah
is himself saying that he wrote this tafsir for students,
i.e. he did not write all the sciences which he knows
about the Qur’an in his tafsir, then just think how
much of knowledge Maulana Thanwi rahimahullah
must have had! Allah ta‘ala alone knows best.

My shaykh, Hadrat Maulana Shah Wasiyyullah Sahib
rahimahullah himself had a lot of knowledge of the
Qur’an. He had a special engrossment and bond with
the Qur’an. Obviously, when a person is engrossed
with the Qur’an and attached to it, Allah ta‘ala will
bless him with knowledge of the Qur’an.
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None may touch it except the purified.!

Two explanations are given to the above. One is that a
person without external purity cannot touch the
Qur’an. The other meaning is that those who possess
internal purity and a bond with the Qur’an are blessed
with its knowledge and sciences by Allah ta‘ala.

Recitation of The Qur'an - A Means to Proximity With ar-
Rahman
In his commentary to the verse:

S

1 Strah al-Wagqi‘ah, 56: 79.
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Read of what is revealed to you of the Book.

‘Allamah Baydaw1 rahimahullah writes:
w57y bl ) G2

The Qur’an is read as a means of proximity to Allah.

Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam himself is
issued a direct order by the word “Read”. We learn from
this that nearness to Allah ta‘ala is gained through
reciting the Qur’an.

The following is mentioned in the traditions:
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The thing which can take people closest to Allah is what
emanated from Him, i.e. the Qur’an.

Reading The Qur’an With or Without Understanding

I related this incident many times before. Imam Ahmad
ibn Hambal rahimahullah saw Allah ta‘ala in a dream.
Whether a person can see Allah ta‘ala or not is another
matter. We are not getting into this discussion. Hadrat
Maulana Ashraf ‘Ali Thanwi rahimahullah and other
personalities related this incident. Mulla ‘Ali Qari
rahimahullah the author of Mirgat has also quoted it.
He saw Allah ta‘ala in a dream and asked: “O Allah!
How can we gain closeness to You?” He received this

reply:
55k
By reciting My speech.

Imam Ahmad ibn Hambal rahimahullah asked:
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With understanding or without understanding?

Allah ta‘ala said:
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Whether with understanding or without, proximity is
achieved through recitation.

If it is read with understanding, then as I had said,
there is no limit to gaining proximity to Allah ta‘ala.
However, one can get close to Him even by reading
without understanding, but no one must conclude from
this that there is no point in understanding. Our
Hadrat used to speak on this very often. A Hadith
states:
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The one who stutters and reads the Qur’an and finds
difficulty in reading it shall receive a double reward.

Now this does not mean that a gari who reads
beautifully will receive a lesser reward. Rather, a
person who reads it while getting stuck gets a separate
reward for the additional effort which he puts in
reading. The Hadith does not mean that the person
who reads fluently will receive a lesser reward. Rather
it is an encouragement for the person in the sense that
he will get a reward for reading and another for his
effort despite his inability. Similarly, reading the Qur’an
without understanding is also beneficial as is the case
with the person who reads it with understanding. There
are some people who say that there is no benefit in
reading like a parrot. The reply to this is that a person
is certainly rewarded even if he reads without
understanding.
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I was sitting in Takiyah Da’irah Shah ‘Alamullah, Rai
Bareilly in the company of Hadrat Maulana Sayyid
Abul Hasan ‘Ali Nadwi Sahib rahimahulldh. A man
came in and said: “Hadrat, we would like to teach even
the ga’idah! with meaning and understanding right
from the beginning.” He replied: “Let it not happen that
what was being studied from the beginning is also left
out.” What he meant was that continue teaching as we
had always been teaching. While it is good to read with
understanding, it is not a waste of time to read without
understanding.

Yesterday [ had explained that our shaykh Hadrat
Maulana Shah Wasiyyullah Sahib rahimahullah used to
explain: Look, here is a verse of the Qur’an:
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Nor backbite one another.?

One is to read this verse. The other is to read it and
understand its meaning and message. Obviously there
is more reward in the latter. Allah ta‘ala said that
whether you read it with understanding or without, you
will gain proximity to Him. Closeness to Allah ta‘ala
will be achieved by reciting the Qur’an. However, the
one who reads with understanding certainly enjoys
greater virtue and honour. There can be doubt about it.

The author of Mirgat, Mulla ‘Ali Qari rahimahullah,
states that the words “with understanding” include the
‘ulama’. In other words, those who read the Qur’an
with understanding are the ‘ulama’. And that the words
“without understanding” refer to the masses and the
spiritual masters. The spiritual masters also read
without understanding but Allah ta‘ala instils sciences

1 The basic primer for learning the Qur’an.
2 Surah al-Hujurat, 49: 12.
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and spiritual matters into them from His side. Thus, we
learn that “without understanding” embrace two
groups, viz. the masses and spiritual masters, while
“with understanding” includes the ‘ulama’.

Recitation of The Qur'an — A Means of Preserving it

My dear friends! In his commentary to the verse:
STl G &) 231 T 8
Read of what is revealed to you of the Book.

‘Allamah Baydawi rahimahullah writes:
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The Qur’an is read as a means of proximity to Allah.

The second point which he writes is:
LAY B

Its recitation ensures the preservation of its words.

Obviously its preservation will be realized when it is
read.

The third point which he makes is:
To fathom its meanings.
Hadrat Maulana Shah Wasiyyullah Sahib rahimahullah
adds one more point to this:
g;j)l.}z \33:\33
To experience enjoyment from its recitation.

Since these are the words of my beloved, I am adding
one point from my side:
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Recite the Qur’an as a way of following the Sunnah of
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam.

If a person practises on all the above then - glory to
Allah - there will be nothing but benefit in it.

Now look! Children read and they practise a lot. They
practise to read each letter correctly by repeating it not
just ten times but hundred times. Only then are they
able to read fluently. As for those who did not practise,
they cannot read with fluency. The more people read
fluently, the more they are preserving the Qur’an,
preserving the correct pronunciation of the letters,
preserving its tone, they know where to stop and where
not to. In short, those who read correctly are mindful of
all these points. Those who stutter and read cannot be
mindful of them.

Tafsir And Imamat Are Two Totally Different Things

No matter how talented a mufassir a person becomes,
as long as he does not practise reading the Qur’an and
continue reciting it, he will not be able to lead the
people in the maghrib salah. We see the most senior
mufassirs unable to lead people in the maghrib salah.
They make mistakes even in Surah al-Fatihah. There
was an erudite mufassir who wrote to Hadrat Maulana
Ashraf ‘Ali Thanwi rahimahullah: “Hadrat, I cannot lead
the people in the fajr salah.” Hadrat Thanwi
rahimahullah wrote back: “Tafsir is one thing and
imamat is something else.” Only if a person reads
constantly will the verses come to his mind. And if he
were to ponder over the meanings of the verses while
he is reading, do you think he will be able to proceed?
He will never be able to continue reading. He will have
to go into ruki® immediately. The more a person reads
and the more he practises reciting, the more fluent he



Recitation of The Qur’an 58

will become. Thus, the preservation of words is
connected to recitation. The preservation of the entire
Quran is through recitation. If everyone were to
confine themselves to the meanings and abstain from
recitation, how will the Qur’an be preserved externally?
All these makatib and madaris will cease. This is why
‘Allamah Baydawi rahimahullah said:
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Its recitation ensures the preservation of its words.

Fifty years ago we people did not even know what
gira‘at sab‘ah and qira‘at ‘asharah was. You would
rarely come across a gari. Now that teaching qgira‘at has
become common, people came to know that the Qur’an
can be read in these different modes. The preservation
of the modes of recitation is realized through studying
and teaching them. These makatib and madaris are no
ordinary places. The Qur’an is being preserved through
them and those who study and teach there. This is a
very great Dini service, yet people do not appreciate it.
In fact, they do not look at them with a view to learning
a lesson from them. We seek refuge in Allah ta‘ala.

The ‘Ulama’ Are Not Sitting Idly

A very distinguished scholar wrote a Hadith book.
Another scholar found countless mistakes in it
although the writer was a very distinguished scholar.
From this we learn the status of knowledge. The
greatest of scholars can err. I say that when you see
these ‘ulama’ sitting down, they are not sitting idly.
Rather, they are preserving the Din of Rasulullah
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. They are preserving each
and every word and letter of Din. They are preserving
each and every Hadith. The du‘a’ which is read after
the adhan is not known by many good people. They do
not know which words are established from the Hadith.
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The ‘ulama’ investigated this issue because they are the
heirs of Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. The
‘ulama’ are responsible for the preservation of the
words which are established from Rastulullah sallallahu
‘alayhi wa sallam. This is why the ‘ulama’ have to
remain devoted to this responsibility. Hadrat Muslihul
Ummat Maulana Shah Wasiyyullah Sahib
rahimahullah used to say that at present the task of
preserving Din is a most esteemed task in the sight of
Allah ta‘ala. He will shower many rewards for it.

The ‘Ulama’-e-Zahir Were Not Lacking in Any Way

My dear friends and elders! Hadrat Muslihul Ummat
Maulana Shah Wasiyyullah Sahib rahimahullah used to
say: “Look! The ‘ulama’-e-batin, the Sufis preserved the
internal and spiritual conditions of Rasulullah
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. The ‘ulama’-e-zahir were
no less than them. They preserved every word and
action of Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. They
recorded how he used to sit, eat, drink, walk and so
on.” This contribution is no less than the previous one.
If the ‘ulama’-e-batin preserved his internal conditions,
the ‘ulama’-e-zahir preserved his external conditions.
They preserved his words and deeds. Hadrat then
raised his voice to such an extent that it seemed as if
he had a stroke.

The ‘ulama’-e-zahir did not waste their time nor are
they wasting their time at present. You will see them
awake at night. When we have to search for a Hadith, it
takes us several hours. People say this is a waste of
time. If you have the courage, come and live with us,
stay with us and then you will learn how much work
the ‘ulama’ are doing and how much of hardships and
difficulties they have to bear.

A person came to me at 12 o’clock and asked me a
ruling which he noted. I asked him to come later for the
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answer. He left and came back at 4 o’clock. I said to
him: “I have been sitting here continuously ever since
you left. Only then was I able to solve your question.”

This studying and teaching which we see is not
insignificant. My dear friends! One has to toil extremely
hard. Only then can he become a mufassir, a
muhaddith or a faqth. Only then can he become a
hafiz, maulana or qari. One has to work extremely
hard, only then will he see success.

Had it Not Been For The ‘Ulama’ of Deoband

My dear friends! I had the occasion of going to a certain
place here in Gujarat. All the residents of that village
were bid‘atis. When they heard points from the Qur’an
and Hadith, they became my murids. A man from that
village met me privately and said: “Maulanal! I read
many books. After reading all these books I have come
to realize that had it not been for the ‘ulama’ of
Deoband, Din in India would have disappeared a long
time ago.” He is absolutely correct. May Allah ta‘ala
bless him with more understanding and insight.

My dear friends! Understand this well — it is the ‘ulama’
alone who are the protectors of Din. They are protecting
each and every word. They investigate each and every
letter and they strive hard for its continued existence.
May Allah ta‘ala reward them with the best of rewards.

Self-Obliteration is Essential For The Preservation of Din

You people must have heard the name of my cousin
Qar1 Muhammad Mubin Sahib. His father was my
blood uncle. He used to teach us tajwid. He himself
had toiled so much in practising the recitation of the
Qur’an that water used to come out of his ears. Despite
this, he continued teaching. This is how one has to
obliterate one’s self for the preservation of Din. Only
then can Din be preserved. In reality, it is Allah’s way
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of preservation that He makes certain people follow this
line [of Din]. Had it not been for Him, do you think
people would have had any interest in it? More so now
that people are generally more inclined to the world?
Since Allah ta‘ala wants this system to continue, He
directs the attention of some people towards it. Let
alone bearing hardships and bitterness, they are
prepared to face criticism and verbal abuses. No matter
what calamities befall them, they bear them all and
remain devoted to the preservation of Din. Their
devotion to this work is in itself a proof of their
sincerity. Congratulations to them.

I was saying that ‘Allamah Baydawi rahimahullah
wrote:

Its recitation ensures the preservation of its words.

If you stop reading, your tongue will not be able to
move for recitation no matter which strah it is. If you
have to lead people in salah, you will not be able to do
it. I have come across many good memorizers of the
Qur’an. As long as they continue imamat, they are able
to continue reading. As for those who are not in the
habit of teaching, they cannot lead people in salah. We
learn from this that the Qur’an and its words are
preserved through recitation. Based on this, it is a very
great work. My dear friends! If these makatib and
madaris cease to exist, knowledge of Din will cease and
become obliterated.

A Sign of The Approach of Resurrection

Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said:
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Allah ta‘ala does not snatch away knowledge all of a
sudden. Rather, He takes away the ‘ulama’ [one after
the other] until when there is no ‘alim left, the masses
will take ignoramuses as their leaders. They will be
asked rulings and they will issue verdicts without
knowledge. They will be astray themselves and will lead
others astray as well.

If a distinguished scholar had to depart from the world
today, who is there who can replace him? Similarly, if
the genuine Sufis depart from this world, who is there
who can represent them as they ought to be
represented?

Nothing is Achieved Without Toiling

A Hadith states that Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam said:
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As regards their differing conditions and changing
attributes, people are like 100 camels from which you
will not find a single one which is worthy of riding.

Hadrat Maulana Shah Wasiyyullah Sahib rahimahullah
used to say: “Many students are qualifying in our
madaris like how a potter makes pots. However, there
are very few students who are of any worth.” Listen!
You will only be of any worth if you do the work. No one
can become anything without striving — neither can he
pass an engineering course nor a medical degree. Just
yesterday I was reading an article which stated that a
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person can become an engineer or doctor only if he
studies for 17 hours daily.

No matter what effort a person is making in acquiring
knowledge of Din, we must thank Allah ta‘ala for it.
This is how Din is existing and knowledge of Din is
continuing. If not, you will not find people to teach you
the rules and regulations. You will not even find people
to teach you the rules of salah and fasting.

Meanings Are Exposed Through Repeated Recitation

My dear friends! ‘Allamah Baydawi rahimahullah wrote:
To fathom its meanings through its recitation.

It is stated that as long as a person does not read
repeatedly, meanings will not be exposed to him. We
learn from this that repeated recitation is needed to
fathom meanings. It is stated with reference to
‘Allamah Ibn Taymiyyah rahimahullah that when he did
not understand a meaning, he would proceed to the
musjid prostrate before Allah ta‘ala and make du‘a’ “O
Allah! Expose the meanings of the Qur’an as You
exposed them to such and such person.”

My dear friends and elders! When a person remains
attached to the Qur’an and recites it, the Qur’an gives
him something in return. Allah ta‘ala also gives him
something in return.

The Mysteries of The Qur’an Will Never Come to an End

As long as you do not establish a direct link with Allah
ta‘ala, you will not derive the blessings of Allah’s
speech. You will not be able to acquire everything
merely by studying the books of Imam Razi and Imam
Ghazzali. However, if you establish a bond with Allah
ta‘ala and the Qur’an, then the sciences which were
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exposed to these seniors of the ummat will be exposed
to you as well. Look at the many books of tafsir which
are being written even to this day. It means that Allah
ta‘ala is exposing its meanings. Rasulullah sallallahu
‘alayhi wa sallam says with reference to the Qur’an:
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Its mysteries never come to an end.

It is therefore a marvellous thing to maintain a bond
with the Qur’an and to ponder and reflect over it. Allah
ta‘ala revealed the Qur'an and enabled us to see this
month of Ramadan. May He enrich us with the
blessings of fasting and also with the blessings of the
Qur'an. May Allah ta‘ala bless us all with physical
health and purity of the heart so that we can fulfil the
rights of the Qur’an, i.e. we are able to serve the words
and meanings of the Qur’an.

Health - A Means For Guidance

I am presently not feeling well. I am feeling a bit run
down. You too must have gauged this. I am therefore
feeling quite weak and lethargic today. I am quite
saddened because the joy which I was experiencing is
no longer there. I request you to make du‘a’ that Allah
ta‘ala restores my health. When a person feels well, he
is more energetic. Good health is also a great bounty.
Shah ‘Abd al-‘Aziz Sahib rahimahullah has written that
from among the causes of guidance, good health is the
first cause. Good health is a very great bounty.

Hadrat Maulana Shah Wasiyyullah Sahib rahimahullah
said to me on one occasion: “Qamar az-Zaman! Make
du‘a’ Allah ta‘ala gives me good health.” I said: “Hadrat!
All praise is due to Allah ta‘ala, Hadrat Wala is doing a
lot of good work.” He said: “Bhai! When a person enjoys
good health, he gets satisfaction in his work.” Glory to
Allah! What a beautiful statement!
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Rasilullah Also Prayed For Health

Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam used to make
this du‘a”

/////
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O Allah! I ask You for good health, chastity,
trustworthiness, good character, and to be pleased with
what has been destined [for me].

It must not happen that in our youthfulness we say
that we do not need good health, we will do everything.
No. My dear friends! We must ask Allah ta‘ala for good
health. If Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam is
asking for good health who are we not to ask for it?

Hadrat Thanwi’s Wise Words

Hakimul Ummat Hadrat Maulana Ashraf ‘Ali Thanwi
rahimahullah has written an excellent piece. The
‘ulama’ generally say and you people must have also
heard that we must eat for the sake of getting strength
for worship. Imam Ghazzali rahimahullah has also
written this. However, Hadrat Thanwi rahimahullah has
written a very fine and delicate point. He says: “Bhai! I
eat food to remove my hunger. O Allah! I am incapable.
As long as You do not give me food my incapability will
not be removed.”

We ought to know that after a meal, we must make the
following du‘a’ as related in a Hadith:
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All praise is due to Allah. A pure and blessed gratitude.
Neither can we suffice with this food nor bid farewell to
it. O our Allah! We cannot be independent of this food.
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In other words, when we need food again, we will ask
You again. This demonstrates one’s servitude to Allah
ta‘ala.

My dear friends! Servitude means that when we feel
hungry, we ask Allah ta‘ala. “O Allah! We are hungry.
We are in need of food, give us food. We are thirsty, give
us water.” Thus, a believer’s eating which is to gain
strength for worship is already acquired. However, we
also have to demonstrate our incapacity before Allah
ta‘ala.

Even Our Temporary Excellences Are Reflections of Allah’s
Excellences

The more knowledge a person has the more eager he
will be towards worship. The more piety he has the
more he will fear Allah ta‘ala and stay away from sin.
There is even benefit in thinking of one’s defects. Allah
ta‘ala is all perfect. There is no one more perfect than
Him. All perfect attributes are to be found in Him. All
negative qualities are remote from Him. Allah ta‘ala is
sanctified while we are filled with defects. Even if we do
have any excellence, it is a reflection of Allah’s. If the
sun shines and the wall says: “I have my own light, I do
not need any light from anyone”, the sun will say: “Very
well, I am going to set very soon. We will then see
where your light comes from.” It is not far-fetched for
people to knock into the wall because of the darkness.
A poet says:

If you have recognized whose shadow you
are, it does not matter whether you die or
live, you have completed your task.

These are the words of Maulana Rum rahimahullah
who had absorbed the ocean of knowledge and
spirituality in his heart. Only then was he able to make
such a statement. He did not blurt out anything that
came to his mind. It needs a true heart, knowledge and
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cognition; only then can a person make a statement
like this. I am not saying this about my self but about
Maulana Rum rahimahullah. He had absorbed the
oceans [of knowledge and cognition], that is why he is
saying that once you have realized whose shadow you
are, it does not matter whether you die or live, you have
completed your task, you have fulfilled the objective of
your life. This is why Allah ta‘ala sent us into this
world:
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I created jinn and mankind solely for My worship.!
Hadrat Muslihul Ummat’s Fine Insight

Our Hadrat Muslihul Ummat rahimahullah used to say
that all the Sufis write: “Forgetting everything except
for Allah.” This is the highest rank. He used to then
say: “I add one more thing, forgetting everything except
for Allah does not include forgetting one’s self. You
have to recognize your self. If you do not recognize it, it
will cast you in some place. Recognize the fact that
your self is your enemy. As long as desires of the self
remain in you, you will receive nothing from Allah
ta‘ala. The two are opposites. Allah ta‘ala says:
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We certainly created man and We know all that

transpires in his soul. We are closer to him than the
Jjugular vein.?

Allah ta‘ala also says:

1 Stirah adh-Dhariyat, 51: 56.
2 Strah Qaf, 50: 16.
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Does man not see that We created him from a drop [of
sperm]? Then behold! He becomes an open disputant.!

It is therefore essential to recognize the self. Man must
know from what he was created, i.e. an impure drop of
sperm. This recognition is necessary.
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The one who recognized his self has recognized his
Sustainer.

A scholar described this beautifully when he said: The
one who recognizes his self with disgrace will recognize
Allah ta‘ala with honour. The one who recognizes his
self with ignorance will recognize Allah ta‘ala with
knowledge. The one who recognizes his self with
incapability will recognize Allah ta‘ala with power.

Thus, it is also necessary to recognize one’s self. If you
disregard it, you will not acquire the recognition of
Allah ta‘ala. Based on this, it is also necessary for us to
reflect over what we were? How we were born? For what
purpose we were born? Once we acquire recognition of
this, we will develop a yearning to establish a bond
with Allah ta‘ala. This is where man’s success lies.

The Reason For Misguidance

Hadrat Maulana ‘Abul Hasan ‘Ali Nadwi rahimahullah
used to explain the following verses very well:
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Read in the name of your Sustainer who is the creator of
all. He created man from a clot of blood.!

He spoke on this verse at London University as well. He
used to say: Allah ta‘ala says: “Read in the name of
your Sustainer”, however, unfortunately the reading
that is taking place in all colleges and universities is
not in Allah’s name. The word “read” is not merely
instructing us to read. Rather, it is ordering us to read
in the name of Allah. Allah ta‘ala says:
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Read in the name of your Sustainer who is the creator of
all. He created man from a clot of blood.?

Today we have separated the words “in the name of
your Sustainer” from the word “read”. This is why there
is misguidance. Europe and America are ahead of us as
regards “read”, but due to their misguidance, they have
forgotten Allah ta‘ala. This is why they have become
blood-shedders, tyrants and animals. They have no
idea as to how a human should treat a fellow human
and how they should live with each other. These people
have destroyed the capabilities of the heart and are
worse than animals of prey. As per the statement of
Maulana Muhammad Ahmad Sahib rahimahullah, they
have even put the shayatin in the shade.

As per the words of Hadrat Maulana Abul Hasan ‘Ali
Nadwi rahimahullah “Animals do not cause as much
harm to fellow animals as is being caused by humans
to humans.” Have you ever heard of lions fighting
against lions in the jungle? Never. Have you heard of
buck fighting against bucks, and that they now need
the police to restore peace? Never. However, humans

1 Stirah al-‘Alaq, 96: 1-2.
2 Strah al-‘Alaq, 96: 1-2.
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have discarded reading in the name of their Sustainer,
this is why they have become animals, in fact, worse
than animals. They are manifestations of the following
verse:
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They are like animals. In fact, they are worse.

Once you discard the name of Allah, you will become
more deviated, you will become more unjust. There is
no end to what you will become. This is why Allah
ta‘ala is ordering us to read in His name. Listen! If you
read in Allah’s name, your reading will bring you
happiness, peace, comfort and tranquillity. But if you
separate “in the name of your Sustainer” from “read”,
the same “read” will become a cause of oppression and
tyranny. We seek refuge in Allah ta‘ala.

The Need For Prophetic Knowledge to Spread Humaneness

All these atomic powers are results of this “read” which
have been created after separating themselves from
Allah ta‘ala. The atomic powers can put an end to the
world in ten minutes. However, thousands of years
have passed yet they cannot spread humaneness. This
is because we need the Prophets ‘alayhimus salam to
spread humaneness, there is a need for prophet-hood,
there is a need for prophetic knowledge. In fact, there is
a need for prophetic light.

These inventors are like iron mongers who merely mix
a few ingredients and make items. Can an art which
creates destructive items be referred to as knowledge!?
Real knowledge is knowledge of a Prophet. It is
knowledge which brings happiness and comfort.
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said:
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I take an oath by Allah that Allah ta‘ala will perfect this
Din to the extent that a rider will be able to travel from
Sana (a city in Yemen) to Hadramaut fearing none
except Allah.

Even today we see traces of this in Makkah
Mukarramah and Madinah Munawwarah. Go and take
a look in Saudi Arabia. Those who have been for hajj
know very well. Mere sheets are used to cover large
shops and the owners leave them as they are. As for
those who were not affected by prophet-hood and did
not accept the teachings of the Prophet, you will still
find deviation, destruction and devastation among
them. In fact, we can say that Britain and America are
the largest centres of deviation. We seek refuge in Allah
ta‘ala.

Recognition of One’s Self is Essential

I was relating Hadrat Maulana Abul Hasan ‘Ali Nadwi’s
explanation of:
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Read in the name of your Sustainer.

In which he said that Allah ta‘ala taught us to
recognize Him. What is Allah ta‘ala saying after that?
Let’s understand that as well. He says:
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He created man from a clot of blood.

This is also a type of recognition. Allah ta‘ala taught us
to recognize Him by saying that our reading is futile if it
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does not include Him. Similarly, He taught us to
recognize our selves. Understand well that you [man]
was created from a clot of blood. If we are constantly
mindful of this, we will remain balanced.

Do You Know Who | Am?

Hadrat Maulana Muhammad Ahmad Sahib
Partabgharhi rahimahullah used to relate this incident
quite often. A prince was proceeding somewhere in all
his pomp and pride. A pious old man said to him:
“Brother! Allah ta‘ala does not approve of this type of
walking.” The prince asked: “Do you know who I am?”
He was asking this question on the basis of his royalty.
The pious man replied: “Yes I know who you are. You
were born from a drop of impure sperm. There is so
much of excreta in your body. You will then die and
turn into a corpse.” These are the words of the pious.

Allah ta‘ala taught us to recognize Him in the Qur’an.
He taught us to recognize our selves. He taught us to
recognize Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. All
this is found in the Qur’an. Knowledge does not mean
to merely say something verbally. Rather, we ought to
be mindful and aware of this knowledge. Allah ta‘ala
introduced us to Himself in Sarah al-Ikhlas (Qul
huwallahu ahad). He listed some of His attributes to
us. The first thing He said was that Allah is One. Allah
has no part nor can He be divided into parts. He is not
one class which comprises of several categories. For
example we get the class of animals. They make up
many species and types. We get buck, lions and so on.
Several categories make up this class. Take the case of
one body such as a brick. It is made up of many
ingredients. Allah ta‘ala is saying that He is not a body
because there are no parts to Him. He is in His
essence. He is one in His essence. There are no parts to
Him. Allah ta‘ala said that He is Ahad (one). Had He
said Wahid (one), it would not have had the same
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powerful effect as found in the word Ahad. Allah ta‘ala
then said that He is independent. He is even
independent of the creation’s worship. We have to
understand that Allah ta‘ala is independent of our
worship. He does not even need our worship. A poet
says:

I created the creation so that I may pardon
them. I did not create them to derive any
benefit from them.

Allah ta‘ala Himself says:
O3V 8N G E3s 155
I created jinn and mankind solely for My worship.!

In the first two verses of Strah al-Ikhlas Allah ta‘ala
introduced us to two of His qualities. These are two
positive qualities. He then introduces us to three other
qualities which are negative qualities. We see people
priding themselves over positive qualities but not over
negative qualities. Look at Allah’s grandeur and how He
expresses His negative qualities. He says:
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Neither did He give birth to anyone nor was He born

from anyone. There is no one equal to Him.?

The grandeur of Allah ta‘ala is displayed from these
negative qualities and His introducing us to them.

Freedom From Hypocrisy

If a person reads this stirah he will develop sincerity in
him. This is why it is said that the person who reads
Strah al-Kafirin and Suarah al-Ikhlas in the two

1 Stirah adh-Dhariyat, 51: 56.
2 Surah al-Ikhlas, 112: 3-4.
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sunnats of fajr salah will acquire freedom from
hypocrisy. We should therefore be particular about
reading these two strahs. We do not have to read them
every time in the two rak'ats, we may leave them out
occasionally, however we must be particular about
reading them.

My dear friends and elders! May Allah ta‘ala enable us
to develop affinity with all the sciences and knowledge
that are in the Qur’an. We must become attached to
the Qur’an. We must be inspired to recite it, study and
teach it and mould our lives according to it. May Allah
ta‘ala be pleased with us by virtue of the Qur’an.
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said:
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There will be no intercessor superior to the Qur’an; not
any Prophet, angel or anyone else.

My dear friends and elders! Make du‘a’ Allah ta‘ala
blesses us with all these treasures as well. May He
enable us to recognize Him, to recognize Din and Islam,
and to convey it to others. There are two things: (1)
recognition and (2) propagation. We have to recognize
and know these sciences, conditions and stations
because they have a special rank. When a person
learns and recognizes, he will be able to acquire
something. There are different levels of knowledge,
different levels of conditions. Only if you recognize
them will you make efforts to acquire them.
Unfortunately we know everything about the world. A
person knows that there is 100 000 after 1 000, and
one million after 100 000. He even knows what comes
after it. Everyone knows - the old, the young, the men
and the women. As for matters of Din, a person knows
a certain amount and feels there is nothing beyond it.



Recitation of The Qur’an 75

He feels that whatever he knows is the be all and the
end all. Very few people are concerned about acquiring
more. Go and study the books of the pious elders and
then you will realize. If not, you will consider yourself
to be everything while you will be nothing in reality.

We Still Haven’t Learnt a Thing About Being a Murid

I have been reading a book for the past few days and it
has changed my heart completely. Just look at the
stations of Mujaddid Sahib rahimahullah! I thought to
myself, O Allah! We have not even got a whiff of a
shaykh/murid relationship. @ These  personalities
possessed such high stations that we do not even know
from which station they were speaking. Now that we
have come onto this path, we must make du‘a’ to Allah
ta‘ala that He does not keep us oblivious to it. Instead,
Allah ta‘ala must - through the blessings of these
elders — honour us with those conditions and stations
as well. Have this much hope in Allah ta‘ala. It is
certainly not difficult for Him.

May Allah ta‘ala shower us all with His love and bond.
Let us make du‘a’
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O Allah! Honour us all with those lofty stations through
Your grace and kindness. Fill our hearts with those
supreme conditions. O Allah! Confer us with Your
special love and affiliation. O Allah! We do not even
know and understand. You open the path for us
through Your grace and enable us to tread it. O Allah!
Remove all the obstacles which come to us through
Shaytan and the self. O Allah! Honour us all with Your
proximity and acceptance. O Allah! Enable us to tread
the path which you opened to Rasulullah sallallahu
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‘alayhi wa sallam, Hadrat Abu Bakr radiyallahu ‘anhu,
the Sahabah radiyallahu ‘anhum and the Auliya’. O
Allah! Rectify our hearts, rectify our selves and rectify
our character and dealings. Amin.
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Love itself teaches the etiquette of love. All
you have to do is develop a gradual
inclination in this direction.

THE ETIQUETTE OF LOVE

Hadrat Khwajah Ma‘sum rahimahullah says:
I am astonished at the people in whose
hearts there is no love of Allah ta‘ala. How
are they living!?

5th Ramadan al-Mubarak 1424 A.H.
Musjid of Dar al-‘Ulim Kantariyah
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Synopsis of The Lecture

We are all in need of rectifying our selves. We have to
ponder over our conditions. No matter what level we
are on, we have to progress. Isn’t it most sorrowful for
us to be in the same condition at the age of 60 as we
were when we were 16 years old? There has to be
spiritual progress. There is more need for spiritual
progress than external physical progress. Obtaining the
proximity and closeness of Allah ta‘ala are very great
bounties. Hadrat Khwajah Ma‘sum rahimahullah says:
“l am astonished at the people in whose hearts there is
no love of Allah ta‘ala. How are they living!?” They have
no love for the One who is providing them with shelter,
food and drink? This is most sorrowful.

Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said: “Love me
because Allah ta‘ala loves me.” He did not say love me
because I will intercede on your behalf on the day of
Resurrection or because I thought of you on the night
of Mi‘raj. Rastulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam could
have counted his favours on us. However, it shows his
humility, servitude and submission that he did not
mention any of his favours. Rather, he demonstrated
Allah’s favour. This is what is known as rational love.
That is, we think of Allah’s favours and love Him. It is
as though Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam is
saying to us: If you do not have natural love, you must
certainly acquire rational love in this way because
rational love for Allah ta‘ala is compulsory on every
single person.

Love itself teaches the etiquette of love. All
you have to do is develop a gradual
inclination in this direction.
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O j,u
O believers! Ordained for you is fasting as it was

ordained for those before you, so that you may become
pious.!

My dear friends and elders! I had read the above verse
before the jumu‘ah khutbah and spoke about it for 25
minutes. | had mentioned previously that when a verse
or Hadith is read repeatedly, it should not cause us to
become fed up and agitated because no matter how
many different ways a verse or Hadith is explained, it is
beneficial because the theme will embed itself in our
heart. There is a famous saying:
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When something is repeated, it becomes firmly
established.

1 Stirah al-Baqgarah, 2: 183.
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I repeated the above verse because I would like to
speak more on it. I am translating it once again. May
Allah ta‘ala inspire me to practise on these talks and
inspire you as well.

Allah ta‘ala is addressing the believers. “O believers!”
Allah ta‘ala addresses the believers with these words in
several places in the Qur’an. It is an address of extreme
love and affection. In fact, there can be no dearer form
of address. ‘Allamah Abu Bakr Jaza’iri mudda zilluhu is
an eminent scholar. He wrote a book Nida’at ar-
Rahman which has been translated by an ‘alim of
Allahabad.

I saw this scholar - ‘Allamah Abu Bakr Jaza’ir1 — during
my first hajj journey in 1398 A.H./1978. All praise is
due to Allah ta‘ala I attended his talk after maghrib
salah in Musjid-e-Nabawi. Just looking at him made
me conclude that he was a pious personality. I heard a
Hadith from him in the course of his lecture. He said:
Look! A Hadith states:
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The grave is either one of the gardens of Paradise or one
of the pits of Hell.

In other words, the grave will become a pit of Hell
because of unbelief and polytheism, or a garden of
Paradise on account of Tman and good deeds. The
‘Allamah then pointed towards the blessed grave of
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam and asked:

RWPNES WP INR SURE

When the grave of an ordinary believer can become a
garden of Paradise, what can be said about the blessed
grave of Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam! What
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can be said about the extent of its effulgence and
lushness! No one can even imagine what must be in it.

It is said with regard to the bounties of Paradise:

Which no eye has beheld, no ear has heard, and it did
not cross the heart of any human.

We can say the same thing about the grave of
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam which is one of
the gardens of Paradise. Scholars have written that the
ground which is attached to the pure body of
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam is superior to
the ‘Arsh. Glory to Allah! Look at the grandeur and lofty
position which he enjoys. It is beyond our imagination.

Rasulullah Was Absolutely Balanced

Allah ta‘ala conferred the loftiest of positions to
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. He also
conferred him with the sublime position of prophet-
hood. Prophet-hood was given to Hadrat Nuh ‘alayhis
salam as well. It was also given to Hadrat Ibrahim
‘alayhis salam. However, Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi
wa sallam alone was given the title of Chief of the
Messengers. There must have been some reason for
giving him this title. He was given a prophet-hood and
a  messenger-ship  which are beyond  our
comprehension. The books state that he was also
physically balanced. He used to be affected by the cold,
the heat and everything else. He had a balanced
temperament. It did not happen that no matter how hot
the weather was he was not affected by it. You get some
plants that are evergreen. People do not talk about
their excellent qualities. What I mean is that when
something is not affected by anything, it shows absence
of feeling. Thus, since Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam was also physically perfectly balanced, he was
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affected by illnesses, the winds affected him, the
seasons affected him, he used to experience heavy
fevers.

He was balanced in his character, balanced in his
actions — he was balanced in everything. In fact, it was
because of this quality that his ummat is known as a
balanced ummat. Allah ta‘ala says:

z
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We have made you a well-balanced community.!

The Muslim community is not such that when it goes
in one direction, it considers that to be the be all and
end all, and does not even look in the other direction.
This is a major ailment which has been coming down
from the beginning. It puts a taint on previous peoples,
their services are scorned, and people claim that
previous peoples rendered no services at all. Remember
this point: If you think good of your predecessors, you
too will be remembered with goodness. Shaykh Sa‘di
rahimahullah says:

Do not destroy the name of past peoples, i.e.
do not destroy their good name. So that your
name remains good. If not, the latter peoples
will malign you as well.

A Mark of Stupidity

Unfortunately the trend nowadays is that a new group
will malign the past peoples by saying they did nothing.
Why do you have to say such things? Had they done
nothing, how would this Din have reached you? It is
only when they did something that Din came to you.
My dear friends! People cannot understand even this
much. It smacks of utter deviation, misguidance,

1 Strah al-Baqarah, 2: 143.
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ignorance and stupidity. My dear friends! Just think!
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam adopted the
Din of Hadrat Ibrahim ‘alayhis salam. In fact, Allah
ta‘ala himself says:

-
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We then sent an order to you [saying]: “Follow the
religion of Ibrahim who was truly to one side [to Allah
alone]. He was not of the polytheists.!

Allah ta‘ala speaks highly of Hadrat Ibrahim ‘alayhis
salam. Now it does not mean that Rasulullah sallallahu
‘alayhi wa sallam must speak ill of him by saying: “I
am the Chief of the Messengers. Ibrahim ‘alayhis salam
was nothing. Isma‘ll ‘alayhis salam was nothing. Nuh
‘alayhis salam did not have any rank. I alone am
everything.” Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam
never ever made such statements. In fact, he clearly
said in one place:
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Do not give me precedence over Musa ‘alayhis salam.

Look at what a great thing he said! It shows his
absolute humility.

Every Difficulty is Followed by Ease

Allah ta‘ala alone knows the wisdoms and mysteries
behind whatever Hadrat Yunus ‘alayhis salam had to
go through. The greatest benefit in his story for us is
that we received the following verse:
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1 Strah an-Nahl, 16: 123.
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There is no deity but You. You are pure of all deficiency.
I'was of the sinners.!

We received a most beneficial and effective — in fact, a
liberating — du‘a’. Had he not gone into the belly of the
fish, how would this verse have been revealed? How
would we have been ordered to learn this form of
glorification of Allah ta‘ala?

In the same way, there is certainly some sort of ease
concealed behind every difficulty. Look! When was the
verse on tayammum revealed? Outwardly, the situation
was very bleak. Hadrat ‘A’ishah’s necklace got lost in a
field. Searching for it caused delays, the approach of
salah time and the need to perform wuda’ in a place
where there was no water. Under these difficulties, a
path of ease was shown to the ummat until the day of
Resurrection and permission was given to perform
tayammum in such conditions. Someone said: “The
Muslims never suffered harm from Hadrat Abu Bakr
radiyallahu ‘anhu and his children — benefit was always
experienced from them.” Had this necklace not got lost,
this situation would not have been faced and the verse
of tayammum would not have been revealed. Look at
the ease and concession which were got after this
unpleasant incident!

Never be Heedless of Training And Rectification.

My dear friends! When there is majesty in a person’s
heart, his mistakes and errors are considered to be
excuses, they are considered to be advantageous. When
filth enters a person’s disposition, the wrongs of a good
person are looked on as evils, and only bad is seen in
him. This is why it is essential for us to remain
guarded. There is a need to save ourselves from evil
thoughts. We must abstain from useless things.

1 Strah al-Ambiya’, 21: 87.
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Maulana Kifayatullah Sahib Shahjahanpuri
rahimahullah who was a khalifah of Hadrat Maulana
Ashraf ‘Ali Thanwi rahimahullah had come to visit
Hadrat Maulana Shah Wasiyyullah Sahib
rahimahullah. 1 was instructed by Maulana Shah
Wasiyyullah Sahib rahimahullah to remain with him
and see to his needs. We were talking about something
and I said to him: “Hadrat Maulana Thanwi
rahimahullah rendered immense services to Din and
knowledge, the like of it was not rendered by Hadrat
Maulana Rashid Ahmad Gangohi rahimahullah and
Hadrat Maulana Muhammad Qasim Sahib
rahimahullah.” He immediately reprimanded me and
said: “Why do you say that? Hadrat Maulana Qasim
rahimahullah  established such a phenomenal
madrasah like Dar al-‘Ulim Deoband where Maulana
Thanwi studied and became Hakimul Ummat. So did
Maulana Qasim Sahib not do anything? Look at how
many senior Hadith scholars, ‘ulama’ and Sufi masters
issued forth from Maulana Gangohi. So did he not do
anything?”

My dear friends and elders! Our pious elders teach us
these points, they train and tutor us, only then are we
trained and rectified correctly. They were not such that
if a murid said something about someone they will
agree with him or that they will support what he says.
How can a person rectify himself if he were to stay in
the company of people who agree with whatever he
says? This is why the khangahs of today are not
producing the desired results. We seek refuge in Allah
ta‘ala.

The Reason For Corruption Among The Masha’ikh

This is the reason for the corruption which is resulting
among the masha’ikh. When a shaykh has so much of
value in his heart for his murid that he accepts
whatever he says, then the khangah gets corrupted
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there and then. Similarly, the fundamental reason for
the corruption in the madaris and other institutes is
the same. In fact, this is the same cause for the
problems in our houses, i.e. the complaints of wives
and children are accepted against parents. We seek
refuge in Allah. What else can we accept now! We hear
of these incidents all the time, this is why these
sorrowful and worrisome matters are being discussed.
Our Hadrat Maulana Shah Wasiyyullah Sahib
rahimahullah was a very vigilant and observant
shaykh. He used to say: “When attendants apply oil to
the shaykh’s head, they find a wonderful opportunity to
engage in backbiting. When they apply oil to his head,
they assume that the shaykh is now under their
control, and they can say whatever they like to him.”

On one occasion, an attendant complained about
Hadrat Maulana Habib ar-Rahman Sahib A‘zami
rahimahullah to Hadrat Muslihul Ummat rahimahullah
when he was applying oil to the latter’s head. Hadrat
Muslihul Ummat expelled him from serving him. We
learn from this that a shaykh must never be unmindful
of rectifying and correct those who are under him. He
must scold and reprimand them over their smallest of
transgressions. If not, corruption will come into the
khanqgah as well.

A Method of Training

A person said to Hadrat Mirza Jan Jana rahimahullah:
“Hadrat! Such and such shaykh who is a Chishti
listens to sama‘'.” Hadrat said: “Be silent, he has an
ailment in his ears while I have an ailment in my eyes.”
He silenced the murid immediately in this way. Once a
shaykh agrees with and flatters his murid, he will
succumb to corruption. This is why caution is most
essential.
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My dear friends! As I was saying, a lot of good was
concealed behind the incident of Hadrat ‘A’ishah’s
necklace getting lost. There are many other similar
matters in which Allah’s secrets and mysteries are
concealed. We cannot understand them. Now the
situation has retrogressed to such a level that people
are also voicing their opinions about Allah ta‘ala. They
ask questions like: Why are the Muslims being
defeated? Why are calamities and hardships afflicting
Muslims? These people do not look at their own faults,
in fact, they do not look at their own acts of
disobedience against Allah ta‘ala. When any calamity
strikes, they complain against Allah ta‘ala. This is what
we refer to as a person having destroyed his worldly life
and his Hereafter.

A Prescription For Salvation From Hardships Forever

My dear friends! Disregard the reason for Allah ta‘ala
placing Hadrat Yanus ‘alayhis salam in the belly of the
fish, and think about the great benefit which we
acquired because of this incident regarding which Allah
ta‘ala says:
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In this way do We deliver the believers.!

This is not restricted to Hadrat Yunus ‘alayhis salam.
Allah ta‘ala did not make such a promise with
reference to anything. It is only with regard to this
verse that He said just as He delivered Hadrat Yunus
‘alayhis salam from the fish’s belly through this verse,
this prescription applies to the entire world until the
end of time. That is, when any Muslim falls into a
calamity, he must read this verse from the bottom of
his heart, not just superficially. Allah ta‘ala will then

1 Stirah al-Ambiya’, 21: 88.
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deliver him from that calamity. Reading it 50 000 or
100 000 times will not help. Rather, it must be read
from the heart. The person must think to himself: “I am
certainly a wrongdoer. | am certainly a sinner. I have
certainly erred.” Only then will his reading be of use.
Yunus ‘alayhis salam read it while considering himself
to be in the wrong. This is why Allah ta‘ala delivered
him from the pits of darkness and calamities. It must
not happen that a person reads it 100 000 times and
considers himself to be the most pious. There is no
benefit in this. The internal condition of admitting and
acknowledging one’s wrong and transgression will have
to be there, only then will salvation and deliverance be
realized. Hadrat Yunus ‘alayhis salam did not
supplicate merely with his tongue, rather with presence
of his heart.

He said: O Allah! I have certainly committed a wrong. I
emigrated without Your permission.” A Prophet cannot
emigrate until obtaining a clear order from Allah ta‘ala.
He cannot leave his people because he is like a father
to them. A Prophet is more affectionate to his people
than a father is to his children. Each Prophet is
conferred with thousands of times more love than a
father. However, because Hadrat Yunus ‘alayhis salam
did not wait for divine revelation and left his people and
went away, he was taken to account for it.

The close servants of Allah ta‘ala have to experience
more bewilderment. Yunus ‘alayhis salam was also a
close servant of Allah ta‘ala. Allah ta‘ala takes it on
Himself to train and tutor a Prophet. This is why He
trains them on the most trivial of matters.
Consequently, his leaving his people in this way was
not liked by Allah ta‘ala. He therefore corrected him in
this manner.
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A Demonstration of Allah’s Training

Look! The wunbelievers really tormented Rasulullah
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam in Makkah Mukarramah
and went to extremes in this regard. Yet, he did not
emigrate. Instead, he sent Hadrat ‘Uthman, Hadrat
Ja‘far radiyallahu ‘anhuma and others to Abyssinia. He
was waiting for divine instruction. Once he received it,
he called Abu Bakr radiyallahu ‘anhu and said: “Allah’s
order to emigrate has been issued. Make preparations.”
We clearly learn from this that a Prophet cannot
emigrate without Allah’s instruction. Yonus ‘alayhis
salam did not wait for Allah’s order and left. This is
why he was taken to account.

It is related in the traditions as mentioned by Hadrat
Maulana Mufti Muhammad Shafi® Sahib rahimahullah
in Ma'‘arif al-Qur’an that when Yunus ‘alayhis salam
emerged from the belly of the fish, he was as though he
emerged from the womb of his mother. In other words,
extremely weak and thin. Allah ta‘ala caused a gourd
tree to sprout nearby and a wild goat to provide him
with milk. The goat would come and give him milk, and
he obtained some shade from the gourd tree. When his
strength returned to him after some time, the goat
disappeared and the gourd tree dried up. Now there
was neither shade nor food provisions. Yunus ‘alayhis
salam began crying and was quite distressed. Allah
sent revelation to him saying: “O Yanus! You are crying
over the disappearance of a goat and the drying up of a
gourd tree! Whereas you left an entire community and
you didn'’t cry over that!?”

This was Allah’s way of training and tutoring him. The
training of a Prophet is done with a firm hand. It is not
trivial. When training is done with a firm hand, the
results are splendorous and a person progresses.
Hadrat Maulana ‘Abd al-Quddus Gangohi rahimahullah
used to say: We were trained by firm and strict hands.
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If I were to train you in the same manner you will flee
from here.”

Hadrat Muslihul Ummat’s Last Statement

When he was going for his last hajj journey, he said to
me at midnight: “Look! Those in whose training Hadrat
Maulana Ashraf ‘Ali Thanwi rahimahullah made certain
concessions either because of their knowledge or
wealth, the training of such people was not really done.
Sometimes prudence demands that certain concessions
be made at present so that the person may be won over
and a programme of rectification be followed for him.
However, the results are the opposite. The scholar or
the wealthy person becomes reckless and heedless of
his rectification.” He added: “We used to be scolded and
reprimanded all the time, therefore we have been
rectified to a certain extent.”

Look! The Muslihul Ummat of his time is saying this.
He was a person about whose rectification Hadrat
Maulana Thanwi rahimahullah was proud. There were
a few people regarding whose instruction and training
Hadrat Thanwi rahimahullah had full confidence.
Hadrat Maulana Shah Wasiyyullah rahimahullah was
from among them. In fact, during the latter stage of his
life, Hadrat Maulana Thanwi rahimahullah published a
list of a few of his khulafa’ to whom people could revert
for their rectification either directly or via
correspondence. Hadrat Muslihul Ummat Maulana
Shah Wasiyyullah Sahib rahimahullah was included in
that list.

Hakimul Ummat’s Wise Training

My dear friends! What can be said about the training
methodology of Hadrat Hakimul Ummat! Hadrat
Muslihul Ummat rahimahullah was reading Sturah Ya
Sin after the ‘isha salah and his voice became slightly
loud. His voice fell into the ears of an expert tutor like
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Hakimul Ummat. He took him to task and asked him:
“Why did you raise your voice when you know that it is
the khanqgah rule not to recite in a loud voice?”

Similarly, a wealthy person from our region came to
Thanah Bhawan. He met Hadrat Hakimul Ummat who
asked him to have supper with him after maghrib
salah. However, the person went to some other wealthy
person’s house after maghrib. Khwajah ‘Aziz al-Hasan
Sahib Ghauri rahimahulldh and Hadrat Muslihul
Ummat Maulana Shah Wasiyyullah Sahib
rahimahullah also went with him. They could therefore
not reach by supper time. People were sent to look for
the three and it was eventually learnt that they were
gone to the house of a certain wealthy person’s house.
When they returned, Hadrat Thanwi rahimahullah
asked: “We had an appointment, where did you go to?”
They replied: “We forgot.” Hadrat Thanwi did not say
anything to the two, but he reprimanded Hadrat
Muslihul Ummat severely and took him to task. Hadrat
Thanwi said to him: “That man is a wealthy person, if
he went, let him go. Khwajah Sahib is also an official
government officer, but you are a Maulwi, why did you
go?” Hadrat Thanwi rahimahullah reprimanded him in
this manner. A poet says:

In the slaughter house of love, the healthy
ones are sacrificed, the weak ones are not
slaughtered.

Physically sick people are given strong medications
only if they can bear them. Just recently someone was
saying that a certain injection is given to cancer
patients, but only to those who can bear it. My dear
friends and elders! This is the system of Allah ta‘ala,
we will have to bear it a little. A poet says:

There is always shaping and neatening in
this path. One must not sit lackadaisical for
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the rest of his life. Allah ta‘ala alone knows
when Shaytan will come and destroy a
person. We cannot say anything in this
regard.

Shaykh Sa‘'di rahimahullah said that there are
destroyers one after the other who are lying in wait.
There are very few who are saved. Some people are
stopped by wealth, others by knowledge and yet others
by worship. Some people are stopped by supernatural
feats — they become so engrossed with supernatural
feats that they become unmindful of Allah ta‘ala. Just
as wealth can be an obstacle from Allah ta‘ala, so can
engrossment with supernatural feats. They also lead a
person away from Allah ta‘ala. May Allah ta‘ala bless
us all with understanding. These few points came to
my mind so I conveyed them to you. The subject is
intricate but also necessary, this is why [ am saying it
to you. May Allah ta‘ala enable me to practise and you
as well.

Training is Not Dependent on Any Person’s Life

Training from Allah ta‘ala has always been there and is
as it has always been. This is the norm of Allah ta‘ala
which will continue. The chain of prophet-hood has
ended. The heirs of the Prophets — the ‘ulama’ — now
have to continue with this work. When Allah ta‘ala
wills for a person to be followed, He ensures a strict
training for that person. This system will continue. It
does not end with the demise of any person. Hadrat
Khwajah Muhammad Ma‘'stm Sahib rahimahullah had
a Pir Bhai who was also a khalifah of Mujaddid Alf
Thani rahimahullah. This Pir Bhai expressed a lot of
grief and worry when Hadrat Mujaddid Sahib
rahimahullah passed away and said: “Mujaddid Sahib
has departed, what will happen to us now?” Khwajah
Muhammad Ma‘'sim Sahib was after all the son of
Mujaddid Sahib and enjoyed a very lofty status. He was
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the one who also completed the revivalist tasks of
Mujaddid Sahib. He had a massive following — he had
about 7 000 khulafa’ and hundreds of thousands of
murids.

Nowadays if a shaykh has 100 khulafa’, people make
objections and say that he is conferring khilafat to
everyone. I say: The more people a person has in his
circle, the more khulafa’ he will have. This is more so
when more ‘ulama’ revert to a shaykh, his khulafa’ will
be even more. Someone said to Hadrat Maulana
Thanwi rahimahullah: “You confer khilafat to ‘ulama’
very quickly.” He replied: “Bhai! When they come to me
they are already ready and prepared. After a little effort
they become eligible for permission and khilafat.”
Students must be concerned about rectification from
their student days so that by the time they qualify,
quite a bit of their rectification has already been
achieved. This makes it easy for the masha’ikh to
complete their training and rectification.

Khwajah Muhammad Ma'sum rahimahullah had
hundreds of thousands of murids, so if he had 7 000
khulafa’ it is nothing to be astonished about. He had
turned the face of India completely. Hadrat Mujaddid
Sahib was able to influence Jahangir and Shah Jahan.
Thereafter, Khwajah Ma‘sum Sahib undertook the
training of Aurangzeb and conveyed him to lofty levels.
It was Aurangzeb who had Fatawa ‘Alamgiriyyah
written and compiled. Aurangzeb was a man of strong
spiritual bond with Allah ta‘ala. He went to the extent
of saying with reference to his grandfather: “My
grandfather, Akbar, was not just a kafir but the worst
of kafirs.” Look at what a senior spiritual master was
born from the same family. What lofty spiritual stations
he achieved through the training of Khwajah
Muhammad Ma‘stim Sahib rahimahullah. This is the
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bounty of Allah ta‘ala which He confers on whomever
He wills.

As I was saying, Khwajah Muhammad Ma‘'sum’s Pir
Bhai was very distressed after the demise of Hadrat
Mujaddid Sahib rahimahullah and said: “Who is going
to undertake our rectification now?” Look at the
excellent answer which Khwajah Muhammad Ma‘sum
gave: “The real rectifier is Allah ta‘ala, He is alive. It is
He who really rectifies. You and I are mere means, the
original rectifier is Allah ta‘ala.”

Allah is Lord of The Universe Physically And Spiritually

Allah ta‘ala is the one who sees to our external and
internal training. For our external training and
nurturing, He makes arrangements for our food, drink
and clothing. Similarly, it is He who creates humility,
reliance, affinity and love within us. No one else can do
this. If someone else could have done this, the children
of every shaykh would have been shaykhs, the training
of everyone would have been accomplished, everyone
would have become people of spiritual bond with Allah
ta‘ala, everyone would have received khilafat. However,
Allah ta‘ala has kept all this in His control - it is a
conceptual matter. The children of a shaykh have to go
through the same programme as others. Every father
wants his son to be a spiritual master and to acquire
the spiritual treasures of the father. But if the son does
not turn in this direction and does not make an effort,
he acquires nothing; he remains deprived.

If this is the case with external conditions and matters,
do you think it will not be the case with internal
matters? My dear friends! Allah ta‘ala established this
entire system. Just as there is an external system,
there is an internal one. It is possible to see losses in
the external system as a result of intermediaries, but
there can be no losses in the internal system. Allah



The Etiquette of Love 95

ta‘ala commissioned Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam with a major message. It is such a major
message that there is no need to commission anyone
after him. The prophet-hood of all the Prophets and
messenger-ship of all the Messengers were not of such
a level that there was no need for another one after
them. However, the messenger-ship of Rasulullah
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam was so grand that there
was no need for another one. Allah ta‘dla gave him a
Book after which there is no need for any other Book.
The Book is perfect, the Prophet is perfect and the
Messenger is perfect. This is why there is no need for
any Prophet after Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam, any Messenger after him, or for any Book after
the Qur’an. Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam
clearly stated:
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There will be no Prophet after me.

Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam came, made
arrangements for the complete training and tutoring of
the ummat and departed. Thus, there is a complete
guide and instruction for every department of life. If we
do not learn it and practise on it, the fault lies with us,
not with the Din.

My dear friends and elders! We digressed quite a bit. I
was saying at the beginning that Allah ta‘ala addresses
the believers in several places in the Qur’an as “O
believers” and that ‘Allamah Abu Bakr Jaza’iri listed all
these places in his book Nida’at ar-Rahman. The
sweetness and enjoyment that are to be found in this
address are known fully well to the men of Allah ta‘ala.
They really enjoy this address and become intoxicated
by it because Allah ta‘ala is addressing them with such
loving words. As the saying goes:



The Etiquette of Love 96

We could even give our life for this glad
tiding.

The Patience of Hadrat Ayyib

What a severe test Hadrat Ayyub ‘alayhis salam was
put through. His entire body was infested with worms.
He bore all this and was pleased with it. Allah ta‘ala
preserved his tongue so that he could engage in the
remembrance of Allah ta‘ala. Hadrat Maulana Shah
Wasiyyullah Sahib rahimahullah used to say: Look! He
had a unique condition. He bore such a serious illness
without expressing the slightest impatience. The
qualities which are needed by a perfect servant of Allah
ta‘ala were found in him. However, the special reason
for his patience and forbearance was that Allah ta‘ala
used to ask him every morning: “O Ayyub! How are
you?” He used to remain intoxicated the entire day just
by thinking of the manner in which Allah ta‘ala
addressed him. Allah ta‘ala used to address him every
evening: “O Ayyub! How are you feeling?” This would
keep him intoxicated for the whole night. These are
internal matters. Allah ta‘ala is training him. Allah
ta‘ala is making the arrangements. He is creating
conditions that man may feel at ease and it becomes
easy for him to be patient and grateful.

He Came to His Senses Immediately...

I had related an incident to you. It is also quoted in
Aqwal-e-Salaf. A person had chosen to remain in
solitude. He used to engage in a lot of worship,
remembrance of Allah ta‘ala and was experiencing
extreme poverty. The thought crossed his mind: I am
striving so much, engaging in so many spiritual
exercises, yet I am so poor. No sooner this thought
crossed his mind, a voice addressed him: “I am
engaged in dhikr and spiritual exercises for so many
days, and suffering poverty for many more days than
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you, but this thought did not cross my mind. Yet it
crossed your mind within a few days!?” The man came
to his senses immediately and repented from this
thought. This was also Allah’s way of training him and
thereby saved him from a major misunderstanding.

My dear friends! This is a blessed month. Allah ta‘ala
wants to make us pious through these fasts. Only a
pious person can gain proximity and acceptance with
Allah ta‘ala. We have to fast to become pious. Piety is
necessary to become Allah’s friend, and fasting is
necessary for acquiring piety. This is why it is
necessary to fast. This creates a type of affinity with the
angels. Angels do not eat, drink nor do they have wives.
By fasting, we will become similar to angels. The
yellowness and dryness which appear on your faces
because of fasting, your lips getting dry, a type of odour
which emanates from your mouth - all this is liked by
Allah ta‘ala, the angels and the doe-eyed damsels of
Paradise. These are the things which lovers have and
which make the beloved happy. Allah ta‘ala says: Look
at My lover! He is running, he is making tawaf of the
Ka‘bah, he is not even worried about his clothes, he is
wearing unstitched garments, he is not even bothered
about his food. Like a father looking at his son who is
pining for him, he is restless, he is not worried about
any of his own things, he is not bothered about the
heat or cold. He presents himself the moment he is
summoned. His father is extremely happy with him. A
shaykh is also pleased with a murid of this type. A
teacher is also happy with a student like this. This
fasting is prescribed so that our love is expressed
externally. It is most liked by Allah ta‘ala. He is pleased
with every action of His servant. He is pleased with
every quality of his. Allah ta‘ala is happy with his
appearance and his mannerisms. He is very much
similar to the angels. Allah ta‘ala loves the odour which
emanates from the mouth of a fasting person more
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than the fragrance of musk. May Allah ta‘ala inspire us
all. Fasting is no ordinary matter. Therefore — Allah
willing — we will continue speaking on the subject of
fasting.

When we are fasting, we must also be mindful of our
speech. We must keep away from futile conversations.
We get all types of people. For example, all types of
people have assembled here in the khangah. Many
conversations can take place. They can take place in
the musjid, while fasting. If a person makes it a point
to avoid conversations, he will be able to save himself.
Or else, he will not. It is therefore essential to stay aloof
from futile talks. A Hadith states:

One of the beautiful features of a person’s Islam is his
abstaining from futilities.

Something to be Really Feared

Hadrat Anas radiyallahu ‘anhu narrates that a
youngster was martyred in a certain battle. When the
battle was over, his corpse was found with the corpses
of other martyrs. It was noticed that a rock is tied to
his stomach. His mother came after a short while. In
her state of poverty she sat next to her son who had
given his life for Allah ta‘ala. She wiped off the dust
from his mouth and said: “Son, glad tidings of Paradise
to you.” On hearing this, Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi
wa sallam said: “We do not know, she is probably in
the habit of unnecessary speech.”!

This is something to be feared by all of us. We must
never think that certain people need rectification while
we do not. I always say: Do not think I am sitting on

1 Musnad Abu Ya‘la.
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the stage and I do not need rectification. I also need it.
O you ‘ulama’ When a person steals one span of land
which belongs to another, you consider it to be
unlawful and a sin. But is it not a sin when a person
takes a book which belongs to another? Is it not theft
to secretly print a book which someone else has just
prepared? Is this not unlawful? There are many who
are so audacious that they attribute a written work of
someone else to themselves and have it printed. We
seek refuge in Allah ta‘ala.

There was a Maulana who was secretly printing and
selling the books of the Jama‘at Islami. When the latter
came to know of it, they reprimanded him severely. We
seek refuge in Allah ta‘ala. What an embarrassing
thing to do.

My dear friends and elders! These are the things which
defame us. We are doing things to defame Islam.
Everyone — the elite and the masses — is bringing a bad
name to Islam. How will Islam give its fruits to you?
How will the Qur’an give its blessings to you? There
was a man who was reading the Qur’an. Someone said
to him: “What are you reading the Qur’an for? There
are many readers of the Qur’an who are being cursed
by it.” The man asked: “How is that?” He replied: “You
accept usury while the Qur’an curses the takers of
usury.” The man became angry and asked for him to be
punished. Speaking the truth and saying the right
thing are the biggest crimes today.

How Are People Surviving Without Allah’s Love?

My dear friends and elders! We are all in need of
rectifying our selves. We have to ponder over our
conditions. No matter what level we are on, we have to
progress. Isn’t it most sorrowful for us to be in the
same condition at the age of 60 as we were when we
were 16 years old? There has to be spiritual progress.
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There is more need for spiritual progress than external
physical progress. Obtaining the proximity and
closeness of Allah ta‘ala are very great bounties.
Hadrat Khwajah Ma‘'sum rahimahullah says: “I am
astonished at the people in whose hearts there is no
love of Allah ta‘ala. How are they living!?” They have no
love for the One who is providing them with shelter,
food and drink? This is most sorrowful.

My dear friends! There was a man in London who was
vociferously against the government. When the
government came to know of it, the minister called for
him and asked: “Tell me, where do you get your food
from?” You people know very well that the masses
there [in England] generally receive grants from the
government. They depend on the grants for their
livelihood. The man replied: “I receive a grant from the
government. This fulfils my needs.” The minister said:
“You are swearing the one whose food you are eating!
Do you have no shame?”

Rational Love is Compulsory on Every Person

My dear friends! In the same way we are eating what
Allah ta‘ala has provided for us, yet we are disobedient
to Him! The first time I came to Gujarat was probably
in 1978 when I was invited by Maulana Ytunus Sahib in
Karhi, district Mehsanah. From there, I travelled with
him to Patan, Wis Nagar and Ahmadabad. I came
across a Hadith! in the Ahmadabad library. The Hadith
stated: “Continue loving Allah ta‘ala because He feeds
you.” What a great thing this is. It does not even cross
our minds that Allah ta‘ala is feeding us so we ought to
love Him.

Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said: “Love me
because Allah ta‘ala loves me.” He did not say love me
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because I will intercede on your behalf on the day of
Resurrection or because I thought of you on the night
of Mi‘raj. Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam could
have counted his favours on us. However, it shows his
humility, servitude and submission that he did not
mention any of his favours. Rather, he demonstrated
Allah’s favour. This is what is known as rational love.
That is, we think of Allah’s favours and love Him. It is
as though Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam is
saying to us: If you do not have natural love, you must
certainly acquire rational love in this way because
rational love for Allah ta‘ala is compulsory on every
single person.

In other words, think of Allah’s favours and develop
Allah’s love in your heart. This is rational love. Natural
love is not within our control. However, when a person
strives and engages in spiritual exercises, Allah ta‘ala
confers him with natural love. Every Sahabi was
honoured with natural love. Even today, there are
many of our pious elders who are honoured with
natural love, who are immersed with Allah’s love. They
bear everything no matter what they have to encounter
in the path of Allah’s love. There is a need to turn our
attention in this direction.

Love itself teaches the etiquette of love. All
you have to do is develop a gradual
inclination in this direction.

My dear friends and elders! Make du‘a’ Allah ta‘ala
gives all of us the understanding of Din, the
understanding of the path, the ability to tread it, to
appreciate this month of Ramadan, and to keep away
from those things which are against this month. Amin.
Gl O b o ol 6y
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Let’s make du‘a’



The Etiquette of Love 102

G SN an B0 A LA Gl o5 4 S

G gl h Al 5

E3 3 R il e W Ry s 3 ak Gl v B Y
@IZN B by iy S5 ALl Gl G AT 2 S
(5 13 gk 535 U e 5 55 38 ) S e 5
e 55 6y 315 3l85 6Ll Ui i Wl 2 2l
4653 (i IG5 8338 (oo ol 2Bl o) D151 51 30
AN

O Allah! Enable us to fulfil the rights of these obligatory
duties. O Allah! Enable us to fulfil salah, fasting, zakah
and hajj according to the Sunnah. O Allah! Create
humility in us when carrying out these acts of worship.
Bless us with devotion and the ability to carry them out
with genuine sincerity. O Allah! Embellish our body
parts with good deeds and our hearts with excellent

character. O Allah! Rectify everyone — the elite and the
masses. Amin.
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THE ONE WITH GOOD CHARACTER IS THE
FORTUNATE ONE

Anyone who succeeded in this path did so through
good character. The more his good character, the more
the path will open up to him.

6th Ramadan al-Mubarak 1424 A.H.
Musjid of Dar al-‘Ulum Kantariyah
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Synopsis of The Lecture

Anyone who succeeded in this path did so through
good character. The more his good character, the more
the path will open up to him.

Hadrat Imam Malik rahimahullah was going somewhere
in Madinah Munawwarah when someone requested to
him: “Relate a Hadith to us.” He said to someone else:
“Lash him! This disrespectful fellow does not know
even this much that one must not request a Hadith to
be related while walking.” These are some of the
etiquette of relating and listening to Hadith but these
etiquette are disappearing from our lives. There is a
well-known saying:

The one with good character is the fortunate
one. The one without it is unfortunate.

Absence of good character is certainly a cause of
deprivation. As the saying goes:

The one lacking in good character is deprived
of Allah’s grace.

May Allah ta‘ala embellish us with good character and
safeguard us against bad character. Amin.
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My dear friends and elders! I was supposed to speak on
another topic but the continuous arrival and departure
of people did not give me even a few minutes to check
something on the subject. All praise is due to Allah
ta‘ala I generally do not have to prepare before hand,
but when there is a verse, it is not considered to be
brave to translate and explain it from one’s own side. I
constantly say that a verse of the Qur’an must never be
translated by one’s estimation because critical errors
are committed at times. Caution demands that we
check a translation first. This is not an ordinary
matter. It is a major responsibility. May Allah ta‘ala
inspire us to convey Din in the correct manner and to
express it correctly. Conveying the Din is not the only
obligation. It is also essential to tread the correct path
of Din. This is why we have to be extremely cautious.

Hadrat Maulana Habib ar-Rahman Sahib A‘zami
rahimahullah used to be invited for our Islah al-
Muslimin functions in Allahabad. This is a very well-
known function which has been coming down from the
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past. It was initiated by Hadrat Maulana ‘Abd ash-
Shakuar Sahib rahimahullah and others. When we sent
an invitation to Hadrat Maulana Habib ar-Rahman
Sahib A‘zami rahimahullah, he said: “When relating a
Hadith, you must relate it with its chain of narrators,
you must relate its exact words. If you do not do this,
the Hadith will get mixed up.” He emphasised this
point to the ‘ulama’ and said: “You must at least
mention the name of the Sahabi who is narrating the
Hadith.” He really emphasised this point.

The Need For Caution When Narrating Hadith

After narrating a Hadith on one occasion, Hadrat
‘Abdullah ibn Mas'ud radiyallahu ‘anhu said:
“Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said it like this
or said it like that.” He was then overcome by a strange
and unique condition, he lowered his head, his eyes
welled with tears, and the veins of his neck became
inflamed.!

My dear friends! Caution lies in relating matters from
the Qur’an and Hadith with confidence and after
thorough understanding so that no error is committed.
If we were to make a mistake today, it will continue to
be committed by others. We seek refuge in Allah ta‘ala.

My dear friends and elders! This is why the ‘ulama’
have to be extremely cautious. It is essential for them
to convey correct authentic knowledge. Our elders were
very cautious in this regard.

I think it is most probably an incident which occurred
with Zuhri and is mentioned in the commentary of
Tirmidhi. The narrator says that Hadith masters used
to sit at each pillar of Musjid-e-Nabawi in Madinah
Munawwarah. The narrator needed to inquire about an

1 Ibn Majah, Bab at-Tawaqqi fi al-Hadith.
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issue. He did not ask any of the Hadith masters who
were present. He waited for Zuhri to arrive and then
asked him because he had confidence in him and he
was a very pious person. However, he did not narrate
Hadith from him. He merely asked him what needed to
be asked and requested for du‘a’. He did not narrate
Hadith from him because it needs to be investigated,
absorbed and memorized. Only then can a person be of
any worth. Knowledge of Din is a great bounty and a
fundamental thing.

‘Ulama’ Have to be Very Cautious

I had said previously that when an error is made in
knowledge, it is not difficult to make an error in
practice. In fact, it is inevitable. This is why caution is
absolutely necessary. It is also necessary to be
cautious when translating. People commit major errors
in translation. For example, a senior scholar translated
the word ‘ammat as “maternal aunts” whereas it ought
to be “paternal aunts”. ‘Ulama’ must therefore be
extremely cautious. They must not commit an
academic error or else this will continue for
generations.

Those Who Fear Allah

Based on this, a very senior pious personality used to
constantly say to his murids and students: “Look! [ am
a human, I can also err. If I ever say anything which is
impermissible in the Shari‘ah, you must never practise
on it. Instead, you must inform me of it. Whatever I say
is not cast in stone. It could be wrong.” Those who
really fear Allah ta‘ala will say things of this nature.

Hadrat Muslihul Ummat Maulana Shah Wasiyyullah
Sahib rahimahullah called me one day and said: “When
anything is attributed to me, it must not be
objectionable according to the Shariah, and it must
not be published in Marifat Haq [name of a periodical].



The One With Good Character 108

No article of mine must be published without your first
checking it.” It is only when a person has fear of Allah
ta‘ala in his heart will he say something like this. If
not, he will go to the extent of teaching incorrect
rulings without fearing the consequences.

A Ruling Must Not be Explained While Walking

I went for a walk on one occasion. A man approached
me on a scooter and said: “Maulana, a certain person
was saying that when we are burying a deceased, we
must not read:
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So what is the ruling?”

I replied: “Brother, our elders have always been reading
it and they teach it as well. However, since some people
are saying that it must not be read, I will investigate
the issue and let you know.” I gave this answer to him
on the street. He went and told people: “I asked
Maulana one ruling but he could not give me an
answer.” When my associates felt offended by the
man’s spreading of this rumour, I said to them: “The
fact of the matter is that the mistake was mine. I
should not have told him anything. Rather, I should
have waited for him to get off his scooter and then
asked me the question. I should have then scolded him
by saying: ‘How unworthy can you be that you are
asking for a ruling while standing on the road.’ His
mind would have been set right immediately.”

An lll-Mannered Person is Lashed

Hadrat Imam Malik rahimahullah was going somewhere
in Madinah Munawwarah when someone requested to
him: “Relate a Hadith to us.” He said to someone else:
“Lash him! This disrespectful fellow does not know
even this much that one must not request a Hadith to
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be related while walking.” These are some of the
etiquette of relating and listening to Hadith but these
etiquette are disappearing from our lives.

The beginning of Bukhart Sharif has more etiquette
related to studying and teaching. For example, the
etiquette of ‘ulama’, etiquette of knowledge, etiquette of
an assembly, the etiquette of presenting one’s self
before ‘ulama’, the etiquette of going to their houses,
the etiquette of seeking permission and so on.

My dear friends! Bukhari Sharif is not only for the one
who is teaching it and those who are studying it. It has
to be practised by all. Just as the Qur’an has to be
practised, so does Bukhari Sharif. It is not that you
merely deliver a lesson for a few hours and then
request someone to make du‘da’ on the occasion of
completing Bukhari Sharif. Rather, the rulings and
etiquette which have been derived and extracted from it
will have to be practised. We will have to bring them in
our practical lives.

My dear friends and elders! I am explaining these
points so that you may learn when and how you should
go to ‘ulama’. I was supposed to speak on a different
topic and had something else in my mind but could not
speak on it because I did not get an opportunity to
prepare before hand. This is my thirteenth year here
and we have been delivering talks during the entire
month of Ramadan for the past thirteen years. It is
therefore not difficult to say something without pre-
preparation. Despite this, when it comes to translating
a verse of the Qur’an, I am extremely cautious about it.
This is why I ask you to give me just 5-10 minutes
before a lecture so that I can renew my affair with Allah
ta‘ala and set right my bond with Him. This is because
I am about to present myself before His creation, I have
to speak to them about Allah, I have to convey His
words. You should at least give me a little time so that I
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can say the correct thing. But people are not giving me
that time. If I were to convey to them that I cannot meet
them at present, they will label me as a discourteous
person. This is the condition of the masses. How will
such people acquire knowledge? What Din will they
acquire? Our pious elders used to be very particular
about these things.

When Hadrat ‘Urwah ibn Zubayr rahimahullah used to
go to his teacher, he would stand at his door and wait
for him to emerge. He would only ask him when he
came out. He would not knock on the door. These are
those etiquette on account of which he acquired
knowledge and Allah ta‘ala blessed him with honour
and love in the eyes of people.

A person went as a student to a pious elder. The latter
said to him: “You must come at another time.” The
student said: “Hadrat, I came to you so many times,
and each time you asked me to come another time.”
The pious elder said: “You unworthy fellow! You do not
seem to be a genuine seeker. We used to go for several
years to the masha’ikh and no one used to pay any
attention to us. Yet you have become agitated so
quickly! What Din will you acquire?”

My dear friends and elders! Din is an important
treasure. We will only acquire it if its greatness is in
our heart. We will achieve nothing without this. Just
the other day we heard about a person who went to a
Sufi who was a baker. He was removing bread from the
oven so he tied a scarf to his beard. The man thought
to himself: “If this man was really a Sufi, he would have
done his work without tying a scarf to his beard and
his beard would not have got burnt.” The Sufi learnt of
what the man was thinking so he said: “Any person
who looks at another with scorn will be deprived from
his blessings.”
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The author of Risalah Qushayriyyah was a high
ranking scholar. He is listed among the early Sufis. But
he too made a mistake so ‘Allamah Shatibi refuted it.
He wrote that when anyone comes onto this path, he
must empty his pockets of all wealth because this
diverts a person from the path. ‘Allamah Shatibi wrote:
“I do not know how he could make such a statement
because just as a pocket-full of wealth can divert a
person from the path, so can a pocket which is empty.”
‘Allamah Shatibi adds: “Such a distinguished scholar
could not have written this himself. He must have
heard it from his masha’ikh. Had he written after his
own investigation, he would never have written this.
The same masha’ikh say that if any of the elders err, it
must be refuted. Thus, I am basing this on the
principles of the same elders and saying with reference
to ‘Allamah Qushayri that he has erred in this regard
and his statement will not be accepted.”

People quote their elders without verification.
Sometimes mistakes are made when quoting Hadith
and jurisprudence from one to another. Similarly,
mistakes of this nature occur in Sufism. It cannot be
denied.

My dear friends and elders! The Din of Rasulullah
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam is supreme. The Sahabah
radiyallahu ‘anhum irrigated it with their blood and
perspiration. They left their homelands, water sources
and homes. They irrigated this Din, strove and toiled.
What great distances Imam Bukhari rahimahullah
travelled for just one Hadith. He performed a fresh
wudt’ and performed salah for each Hadith, only then
did he record it. This is no ordinary matter. When we
value this knowledge we will value its people as well. If
there is no value for knowledge itself, how will we ever
value the people of knowledge? It is most unfortunate
that we do not consider their value to equal even a tea-
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cup. If we were to relate a hundred Ahadith to people, it
will not have any effect on them. But if we give them
just one cup of tea, they will think of this favour for ten
months. My dear friends! This demonstrates no value
for knowledge and the people of knowledge. This illness
is taking root in the Muslim community. People have
some value for their tea and their wealth, but no value
for knowledge. Anyway, we are pleased with this gift
from Allah ta‘ala.
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We are pleased with Allah’s distribution with regard to
us. For us is knowledge and for the ignorant ones is
wealth.

Hadrat Mu‘adh ibn Jabal radiyallahu ‘anhu said:
iz as 2y o) angly
The fortunate ones are inspired towards knowledge

while the wretched ones are deprived of it.

It is a very great thing to acquire knowledge of Din and
to be embellished by it. Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi
wa sallam said:
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Become a scholar, a student, one who listens to

knowledge or one who loves it; but do not become the
fifth or else you will be destroyed.

No matter what the classification of this Hadith may
be, we heard it from the ‘ulama’.

Knowledge is a very supreme bounty. May Allah ta‘ala
enable us to value knowledge of Din, this is no ordinary
thing.
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People portrayed Hadrat Thanwi rahimahullah as a very
strict person. Hadrat Muslihul Ummat rahimahullah
used to say: “People saw his rules and regulations but
not his interactions.” Anyone who came [to Thanah
Bhawan| would speak about his strictness. What used
to happen was that a person would come and say:
“Maulwiji, give me a ta‘'widh.” Hadrat Thanwi would
reply: “Provide me with full information.” The person
will not understand what he meant, so he would say to
him: “Go and learn from someone how you should ask
for a ta'widh.” The person would go and learn and come
back to him. For example: “Maulwiji, give me a ta'widh
for fever, or for labour pains.” Hadrat Thanwi would
write it immediately and give it to the person. He used
to say: “People have no value for Din, this is why they
do not provide full information. If they went to a shop,
they will not say: ‘Give me some goods.’ They will ask in
name whatever they require. For example, I want salt
or I want turmeric.” He used to say: “I have set aside a
time for writing ta'widh. That is the time when I have to
give it. I have made it obligatory on myself that whoever
comes at that time will certainly depart with a ta'widh.”
It is observed with other masha’ikh that when a person
comes for a ta'widh, they will ask him to come the next
day. When he goes the next day, they ask him to come
the next day. They continue deferring the matter in this
way. On the other hand, any person who went to
Hadrat Thanwi rahimahullah after zuhr for a ta‘widh
will certainly get one.

My dear friends! There is comfort in adhering to
principles. People do not understand this point of
Hadrat Thanwi rahimahullah. The reason is that
rectification is not their objective. Treading this path is
not their objective. They feel they can tread this path
without rectification and without adhering to rules.
This cannot happen.
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In order to find something, one will have to lose
something. One will have to strive a bit, one will have to
engage in spiritual exercises. Only then will something
be acquired. When a person becomes a minister, he
has to endure a lot of labour, he even has to listen to
the verbal abuses of people. When he goes onto the
stage during elections in order to convince the voters,
people hurl verbal abuses at him. He will bear all this
because he wants to become a minister.

Here we are talking about Allah’s Din, it concerns
Allah’s pleasure, it is related to the goods for Paradise.
Paradise is no ordinary place. A Hadith in Mishkat
Sharif states:

(0 13,82 Lgd LA) \.:.MS\ oA 3\.«.;-\ @ Lj.w C:a_}/a

A spot which is struck by a whip in Paradise is better
than the world and whatever is in it.

This is the type of Paradise you are purchasing.
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The goods of Allah ta‘ala are expensive.

Do you think you can obtain them just like that by
walking around and without making any effort?

Allah ta‘ala says:
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Those who strive for Us, We will most certainly guide
them to Our paths.!

1 Sarah al-‘Ankabtt, 29: 69.
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Ibn Shaudhab relates in ad-Durr al-Manthiir that the
dwellers of Paradise will wear gold bangles. Rivers will
flow in whichever direction they point the bangles.!

The Tapti River has been cordoned off by a dam after a
lot of difficulty. Despite this, there is always the fear
that if the water level rises too much, the city of Surat
will be immersed in water. Everything is easy in
Paradise, it is necessary for us to believe in it. Hadrat
Thanwi rahimahullah used to say — and his words are
most unique — when a person is to get married, he
thinks about the wedding, how his wife will arrive, how
he will talk to her and so on. He thinks of various
things. Similarly, think about the bounties of Paradise:
Allah ta‘ala will admit us into Paradise, the doe-eyed
damsels will come to us, we will enjoy such and such
comforts there, we will be relaxed and so on. If you
think in this way, you will be encouraged to do good
deeds, it will create a yearning in you. It is no ordinary
matter. It concerns our iman. This is why Allah ta‘ala
speaks of Paradise. A poet says:

When the King of Din Himself is desirous of
us, we must cast aside our smugness [and
strive for Him].

When Allah ta‘ala Himself wants us to ask Him for
Paradise, why do we not ask Him? Rasulullah
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam also asked for Paradise. So
are we not to ask for it? This is why we must seek the
bounties of Paradise, we must be desirous of Allah’s
pleasure. We will have to bear some difficulties for this.
We have to bear difficulties for everything else. So we
will have to bear for Paradise as well. We will have to
develop good character. We will have to keep away from
evil character. We will have to do good deeds. Listen!

I Bayan al-Qur’an.
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Those in whose hearts there is a value for Din desire
that others should also develop a value for Din. This is
why they speak on these matters.

Hadrat Abu Bakr’s historical statement is well known:
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Do you think I will permit a defect to come into Din while
I am living?

This is impossible as long as I am living. Hadrat
Maulana Abul Hasan ‘Ali Nadwi rahimahullah said in a
lecture that this ought to be the zeal of every believer,
only then will Din be preserved. Hadrat Shah Wali
Allah Sahib Muhaddith Dehlawi rahimahullah wrote
that Hadrat Abu Bakr radiyallahu ‘anhu was the
genuine khalifah of Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam both externally and internally [spiritually].
Based on this, all the Sahabah radiyallahu ‘anhum who
pledged allegiance to him did not only pledge bay‘at-e-
khilafat but also bay‘at-e-tariqat.

People were refusing to pay zakah, so Hadrat Abu Bakr
radiyallahu ‘anhu said:

Even if they refuse to give a rope in zakah which they
had been giving during the time of Rastlullah sallallahu
‘alayhi wa sallam, I will wage jihad against them.

Hadrat ‘Umar radiyallahu ‘anhu adopted a slightly
conciliatory stand, so Hadrat Abu Bakr radiyallahu
‘anhu said to him:
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What has happened to you! You were very headstrong
in Jahiliyyah, how is it you are so cowardly in Islam?
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Hadrat °‘Ali radiyallahu ‘anhu also said something
which gave the impression that a softer approach
should be adopted, so Hadrat Abu Bakr radiyallahu
‘anhu said: “I will proceed alone, you people may
remain behind.” Hadrat ‘Ali radiyallahu ‘anhu said:
“This was merely an advice. We are subject to you.”
Look at his level of obedience when he said “We are
subject to you.”

My dear friends! There is a need to preserve every
minute detail of Din. The hearts of our pious elders had
the zeal to preserve Din, tread Din and make others do
the same. This is why their condition was unique.

I was saying that people used to accuse Hadrat
Hakimul Ummat rahimahulldh of being very strict.
Whereas I personally heard Hadrat Maulana Shah
Wasiyyullah  Sahib  rahimahullah  saying: “Not
withstanding all his principles, rules and regulations, if
anyone came to him for a ta'widh for labour pains, he
would give it immediately.” He used to say: “You must
wake me up even if [ am sleeping.” It was noticed on
several occasions that people would come at night for a
ta'widh for labour pains, Hadrat Thanwi would get up,
perform wudt’, write a ta‘'widh and give it to the
person. This was the level of his bond with people. Look
at how he went against his principle, but established
another principle at the same time that if anyone
comes for a ta‘widh for ease in labour pains, his
attendants must wake him even if he is asleep.

My dear friends! The person who has a bond with Allah
ta‘ala will be soft-hearted. He will lay down principles
to provide ease for the people.

Hadrat Maulana Sayyid Sulayman Nadwi rahimahullah
said to Hadrat Maulana Habib ar-Rahman A‘zami
rahimahullah at Dar al-Musannifin A‘zamgarh that
people say Maulana Thanwi is very strict. He said this



The One With Good Character 118

in the beginning when Maulana Sayyid Sulayman
Nadwi rahimahullah had not attached himself to
Hadrat Thanwi as yet. Later on, he became ardently
attached to him. On the other hand, Maulana Habib
ar-Rahman Sahib had a bond with Hadrat Thanwi from
long before. In fact, he had pledged bay‘at to Hadrat
Thanwi when he was still a student. This too was a
very rare thing. Subsequently, when he pledged bay‘at
and came [to Azamgarh], Maulana Shah Wasiyyullah
Sahib rahimahullah went to him and said: “Maulwi
Habib ar-Rahman! You will have to give us sweetmeats
to eat because Hadrat Hakimul Ummat accepted your
bay‘at in your student days!”

Maulana Sayyid Sulayman Nadwi related to Maulana
Habib ar-Rahman what people were saying about
Hadrat Thanwi [about his strictness]. Maulana Sayyid
Sulayman Nadwi then said: “Look at how clean this
place is. If someone were to spit here will you not get
offended? Will you not stop the person?” He replied:
“Indeed.” He said: “This is what Hadrat Thanwi is
saying. He is saying to us we must not do anything
that is out of place.” It is because of this that people
are spreading the rumour that he is very strict.

A senior lawyer from Patna came to Hadrat Thanwi
rahimahullah because he had heard that he is
extremely strict. He decided to obtain first hand
information in this regard. He spent three days in the
Khangah and left. When he returned to the High Court
in Patna, many lawyers gathered around him and
asked: “What do you think of Hadrat Thanwi?” He
replied: “Look! The world has lost all its principles while
he is very principled. This is why people are
complaining about him.”

We ourselves were sitting in the company of Hadrat
Maulana Abul Hasan ‘Ali Nadwi rahimahullah on one
occasion when he said: “At that time we found Maulana
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Thanwt’s restrictions to be quite difficult. But now that
responsibilities have come onto our shoulders, we
realized that if principles are not adopted and upheld, a
person cannot do any work.”

I am relating these points out of necessity. Had I not
related them to you, many things about Hadrat Thanwi
rahimahullah would have been hidden from you. This is
why I made specific mention of them.

Look! Hadrat Hakimul Ummat did not make
concessions for anyone in matters of rectification. It did
not happen that an ordinary person was made to
adhere to rules while an ‘alim was not. There was an
‘alim who wrote a letter in Arabic to Hadrat Thanwi.
The ‘alim was a very senior scholar. Hadrat Thanwi
wrote back in Urdu saying: “The one providing benefit
has to be higher than the one benefiting. You are able
to write in Arabic while I am not. Based on this, you
cannot benefit from me.”

Listen! You will have to lower yourself, you will have to
humble yourself. The more a person humbles himself,
the more Allah ta‘ala will give him progress. But if you
are going to consider yourself to be better than your
shaykh, you will never be successful. A person may be
better in certain aspects, but he must consider himself
to be wholly inferior.

My dear friends! These things used to happen a lot with
Hadrat Maulana Thanwi rahimahullah. 1 just recalled
something. A very eminent ‘alim came to spend time
with Hadrat Thanwi rahimahullah. He said to him: “You
must stay in the Khanqgah, attend my assemblies, but
you must neither speak to me nor write to me.” In other
words, he must not utter a single word to Hadrat
Thanwi and refrain from writing any notes or letters to
him [as is the case with those residing in the Khanqgah].
A few very senior ‘ulama’ had assembled and they were
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having an academic discussion. This poor ‘alim became
restless and could not remain silent. He said
something. Hadrat Thanwi said: “I had instructed you
that you will neither speak nor write anything. Why did
you speak?” He replied: “Hadrat, I forgot.” Hadrat
Thanwi said: “Leave the assembly now.” He stood up
and said: “Hadrat, the truth of the matter is that I
remembered that you had prohibited me from
speaking, but when these Maulwis began speaking and
I remained silent, I thought to myself that they will
think that I am an ignorant person who knows nothing.
This is why I spoke.” Hadrat Thanwi said: “I too gauged
the same thing. Your ailment has been diagnosed. You
may now sit down. You have the ailment of pride and
self-conceit.”

As long as this ailment is not kept in check, the self will
never be rectified. If no one speaks about the self and
people do not pay heed to it, rectification will not be
possible. Listen! This is knowledge of the path. It is the
greatest knowledge. My dear friends! If you need to go
to London, you will learn the procedures to be followed
in one day. You will find out how to go, how to obtain a
visa, how to purchase a ticket and so on. The same can
be said if you want to go to America. However, my dear
friends, there are very few who can teach you this path.
And those who are available, everyone cannot
understand what they are saying. This is why there is
no affinity with this path.

All these journeys of the world are easy, however, we
have to remember that we have to return to our Allah,
only then will our journey come to an end. Make
preparations for this journey. We have to go to Allah
ta‘ala. We undertake these journeys to Surat, Bhartuch,
Barodah and so on, but the real journey is the journey
to the Hereafter. Reference is made to this in the
following verse:
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Pure is that being who subjugated this [conveyance] for
us, and we would not have been able to bring it under
our control. We are to return to our Sustainer.!

All these journeys which we undertake are temporary
and superficial. The actual journey is when we go to
Allah ta‘ala. We must therefore make preparations for
this journey. Look at the many hardships which you
have to endure for these temporary journeys. Take a
lesson from them and think to yourself that when these
worldly journeys are so difficult, will we reach Allah
ta‘ala just like that? Think of what hardships you have
to endure for it. This is why a person has to be ready
and prepared to tread Allah’s path. The one who is
prepared can be referred to as a real man and a seeker
of Allah ta‘ala.

Shah ‘Abd al-‘Aziz Muhaddith Dehlawi rahimahullah
writes that when the quality of seeking overwhelms a
seeker, then the turbulent waves of the oceans and
mountains are nothing before him. He traverses them
and reaches Allah ta‘ala. This is why we have to
become real men like lions. A poet says:

A worthless hankerer after the world can
never give up the world. You must have a
lion’s heart and an ocean’s heart in this
path.

A distinguished ‘alim used to constantly say to Hadrat
Maulana Shah Wasiyyullah Sahib rahimahullah:
“Hadrat! Give us something from your heart.” Hadrat
addressed me and said: “Send this couplet [quoted
above| to him.”

1 Strah az-Zukhruf, 43: 13-14.
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This path needs the lion-hearted; the faint-hearted
cannot tread it. My dear friends! Develop a quest within
you, there is a need for a quest. Look! When a person is
thirsty and searches for water, he will see nothing but
water-wells. We do not have that thirst within us. Allah
ta‘ala is ready to quench our thirst. Allah ta‘ala has
made all the arrangements, there is no shortage with
Him. All we have to do is develop a quest within us.
This is a great bounty and treasure. If you have a
quest, the One who is quested will be found.

Together with a quest, you must develop etiquette
within you. When a person acquires etiquette and
manners, it is as though he has found the entire path.
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The path in its entirety is etiquette.

Anyone who succeeded in this path did so solely
through etiquette. The more etiquette a person has the
more the path will open to him; the doors of blessings
will open to him. If he has no etiquette, the door will
remain shut to him. He will go back as he had arrived.

He will return empty-handed as he had come empty-
handed.

Hadrat Qadi Thana’ullah Panipatti rahimahullah has
written that if there is a quest in a person, Allah ta‘ala
will rectify him and make him progress even if the
person’s shaykh does not will it. And if there is no
quest, no matter how much the shaykh may will it, the
person cannot succeed.

Special du‘a’s must also be made for the development
of a quest. The following du‘a’ of the Nagshbandiyyah
must definitely be made, Allah ta‘ala will certainly
develop a quest in the person. The du‘a’ is:
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O Allah! You are the objective, and Your
pleasure and happiness is sought. So bless
me with Your love and recognition.

Hadrat Maulana Shah ‘Abd ar-Rahim Sahib Dehlawi
rahimahullah, the father of Hadrat Shah Wali Allah
rahimahullah, used to say: “Whatever I received was by
virtue of this du‘a’.” The Nagshbandi shaykhs pay
particular attention to it. This du‘a’ can be made in any
language.

If Allah ta‘ala blesses us all with a quest for Him, we
will certainly have accomplished everything. It is a very
great bounty. We do not know how many oceans of
quest Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam had. This
is why he was blessed with prophet-hood. Allah ta‘ala
says:
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We found you wandering, so We showed you the way.!

In other words, We found you restless in Our quest, so
We showed you the way and blessed you with prophet-
hood and messenger-ship. Here the word daall does
not mean “astray”, rather to be restless and anxious in
one’s quest. My dear friends! Since this has been
coming down to us from Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi
wa sallam, his follower must adopt his Sunnah which
is established from him. In other words, first there
must be a quest and then guidance will be conferred.
May Allah ta‘ala give us an understanding of His path.
An understanding of the path is a great bounty.

My dear friends! Our Sufis do not confine themselves to
one condition. Rather, they continue progressing. A
poet says:

1 Strah ad-Duha, 93: 7.
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These people have obliterated their
existence. They have come out of the letters
and have now reached the meanings.

We can say with regard to the Sufis that they have
reached the copious oceans of meanings and the reality
of everything is before them. Subsequently, no worldly
thing is of any value to them. They are always begging
before Allah ta‘ala. They are submissive before Him all
the time. May Allah ta‘ala bless us with this bounty as
well. Amin.

A khalifah of Hadrat Thanwi rahimahullah went to his
family graveyard. Due to self-conceit in his heart, the
thought crossed his mind that he has come with the
treasure which had been lost to his family. The bounty
which he had was taken away from him immediately.
He used to remain very sad and dejected in the
khangah. People used to say to him that you have a
very good condition. He would reply: “It is not good at
all. I had a bounty which Allah ta‘dla took away from
me.” He used to cry all the time. Allah ta‘ala takes
away a bounty when a person does not value it and is
not thankful for it. We must therefore continue making
du‘a’ to Allah ta‘ala not to deprive us, and to continue
giving us.
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O the Ever-Living, the Sustainer of all. I beseech You by
virtue of Your mercy. Set right for me all my affairs. Do
not make me rely on my self for even the blink of an eye.
Do not take away the good which You gave me. Do not

put me through a test as regards whatever You
honoured me with.
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What a beautiful du‘a’ this is!

Hadrat Maulana Muhammad Ilyas Sahib rahimahullah
was extremely restless as regards his self. Rasulullah
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam himself was restless, but
we are totally satisfied with our selves. Hadrat Haji
Sahib rahimahullah used to say that the following du‘a’
must be made throughout the day:
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O our Sustainer! Do not swerve our hearts after You
have already guided us. Bestow upon us mercy from
You. You alone are the giver of all things.!

We have to value this bounty. If we do not value it,
Allah ta‘ala can take it away from us. Allah ta‘ala is
able to take away just as He is able to give. This is why
we must pray constantly to Allah ta‘ala: O Allah! Guide
us and keep us steadfast.

I said these few points which came to my mind. I did
not have anything about that Hadith in my mind. I
merely said to you whatever Allah ta‘ala instilled in my
mind. I delivered this talk as a result of a specific
impression. If it is against any person’s temperament, I
ask him for pardon. I said what I said because I have to
clarify and expound on the path.

Hadrat Maulana Shah Wasiyyullah Sahib rahimahullah
was suffering from blood pressure. The doctors had
stopped him from talking excessively. He used to say:
“These people [the doctors] want me to remain silent
and to abstain from explaining and clarifying the path.
I will certainly talk and will certainly clarify the path.”

1 Sarah Al ‘Imran, 3: 8.
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Hadrat was restless about explaining the path, this is
why he used to continue expounding on it. It is most
beneficial to read his books to learn about it. Inquire
about his books and read them. There is a well-known
saying:

The one with good character is the fortunate
one. The one without it is unfortunate.

Absence of good character is certainly a cause of
deprivation. As the saying goes:

The one lacking in good character is deprived
of Allah’s grace.

May Allah ta‘ala embellish us with good character and
safeguard us against bad character. May He bless us
with understanding of Din, create a quest for Him in
our hearts, embellish us with His pleasure, safeguard
us against His displeasure, purify our selves, and
adorn our hearts with true piety. Amin
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THE EXTERNAL AND THE INTERNAL

Allah ta‘ala instructed us to abstain from external sins
and internal sins. It is established from this that we
have to carry out external acts of obedience and
internal acts. Salah, fasting and so on are external
acts. Similarly, gratitude to Allah ta‘ala, humility,
reliance on Allah ta‘ala and so on are internal acts.

7th Ramadan al-Mubarak 1424 A.H.
Musjid of Dar al-‘Ulim Kantariyah
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Synopsis of The Lecture

Allah ta‘ala instructed us to abstain from external sins
and internal sins. It is established from this that we
have to carry out external acts of obedience and
internal acts. Salah, fasting and so on are external
acts. Similarly, gratitude to Allah ta‘ala, humility,
reliance on Allah ta‘ala and so on are internal acts.

The external and the internal are interlinked. When a
person practises on the external, his internal will also
be set right. When his internal self is in order, the
external will also come right. Based on this, there is a
need to abstain from external sins and internal sins.
Internals sins like pride, jealousy and so on. As for
unbelief and polytheism, these are obviously major
sins. In fact, they are major wrongs. However, because
this is an assembly of believers, I mentioned pride and
jealousy as examples. Were it not for that, the most
serious sin of the heart is unbelief and polytheism.
There is no pardon for it. Allah ta‘ala can never tolerate
anyone apart from Him being in the heart because the
heart is the place where Allah’s power and might are
manifested. There is no question of any place for
anyone apart from Him in it.

When the heart is preserved [from sin]|, the hands and
legs and all body parts will be preserved. But if you
open your heart to anyone apart from Him, the rest of
your body parts cannot remain safe. This is why it is
essential to safeguard the heart.



The External And The Internal 129

by 35555 el B35 5 (35 a8l LS5 2002 4 S

ST R %wuwuww\mﬁ)}}i&
’11/4Aduj;z§il.;jils\\l\d\\lj 555l Gools M5 AL

gc)wgu;’“\y’;;jéiza\;;ﬁw qu)\:;:;u\

1555 T8 1387108 05 055 s 5305 ool o

i N Al oy el o) e 0, 320

A5 1 5B 1355

m

o

Bl S35 &35 15) 96 el &7 @,w’*\y@\d
B35 r...b.’d\ ) BAo (¥ 58 O UN.:\ \.\\) c;:d.;\ A5
-ﬁﬁ‘@i‘“”

My dear friends and elders! Different types of people
come here and we deliver talks according to the various
conditions that face us. I cannot claim that Allah ta‘ala
casts in my heart what I should say. This can only be
said by our seniors. However, what I can say that by
Allah’s grace a talk is delivered according to the
situation. Based on this, someone might like the
subject matter a lot while others will like it less. People
say things according to their different temperaments.
Sometimes the thought crosses our mind that people
probably did not like what we said. But later, we meet
many of them who tell us that today’s talk was most
beneficial and was totally in line with their condition.

When I went to Canada, I delivered talks there as well.
Allah ta‘ala inspired me to talk on hypocrisy in one
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place. Hadrat Maulana ‘Abdullah Sahib Kapaudri was
present. The people enjoyed the talk and some of them
came an informed me that it was most beneficial. On
that occasion, I spoke on the same Hadith [quoted at
the beginning]. Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam
said:

0
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Another narration has the following additional words:

The first sign of hypocrisy is to speak lies. What an evil
trait it is to speak lies while being a believer. This
cannot be the demand of iman. Rather, it is the
demand of hypocrisy. Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam said:
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A Dbeliever can do everything but he cannot be
treacherous nor a liar. This is because there is a total
contradiction between iman and lies. The meaning of
iman is that Allah ta‘ala is hearing everything we say
and He is watching our every action and statement. If
you say something which is not the truth, it is as
though you are rejecting Allah’s power to hear. In other
words, you are thinking that Allah ta‘ala does not know
anything about you, that you are saying something
which is not factual. If a person is conscious of the fact
that Allah ta‘ala is listening to what he is saying, he
will not have the courage to speak a lie. Something did
not occur and he claims that it did happen. If he is
convinced that Allah ta‘ala is listening to this lie of his,
he cannot have the courage to speak it because
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said that a
believer cannot speak a lie. How, then, does he speak a
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lie! He does not fear. People are generally caught up in
this illness. People exaggerate a lot when speaking.
Sometimes they utter a lie which causes problems and
mutual arguments. Yes, there is a concession to speak
a lie if it is to reconcile two Muslims who are at
loggerheads. A person will not be taken to task for such
a “lie”. But now the opposite is happening, a person
speaks lies to cause fights and disputes. This is a most
sorrowful state. We seek refuge in Allah ta‘ala.
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said that the
first sign of hypocrisy is that when a person speaks, he
lies.

The second sign is that when he makes a promise he
goes against it. Some people take a loan but do not
fulfil the promise which they made for its repayment.
First of all they do not pay on time, and when the
lender asks for repayment after the expiry of the due
date, he replies: “I will pay you when I receive some
money. I will not run away with your money.” People
make other similar statements. In fact, many people
also flee with the money. Hadrat Muslihul Ummat
rahimahullah used to speak a lot on this subject. He
used to say: “Brother! If you cannot repay on time, you
should at least inform your creditor that you could not
make arrangements at present, you will pay by a
certain time.” In this way, your creditor will feel at ease.

Hadrat Muslihul Ummat rahimahullah also used to
relate: “There was a Maulwi Sahib during our student
days at Dar al-‘Ulum Deoband. He used to need two
rupees a month so he used to borrow it from someone
and say to the person: ‘Brother, I will pay you back
within one month.” When the due date arrived, he
would take a loan from someone else to pay back the
first person. When the time came to pay the second
person, he would borrow from a third person. He spent
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his entire life taking loans and paying them back in
this way.”

When Hadrat came to Allahabad, he found people
immersed in this same evil practice. This is why the
first book which he wrote was on this subject. It was
titled Ada’e Huquq (fulfilling of rights). He wrote
therein: When you take a loan, you must make efforts
to pay it back. If a person has the intention of paying
back at the time when taking a loan, Allah ta‘ala will
make arrangements from the unseen for its repayment.
However, if the person resorts to treachery from the
very beginning, i.e. he has no intention whatsoever of
paying it back, it will become difficult for him later on.
This is what happens in most cases.

We travelled from A‘zamgarh to Gorukhpur and stayed
over at the house of Maulana Thana’ullah Sahib. He
related the story of a person to us. A person took a loan
from him and paid it back on the due date. The man
said to him: “You are the first person who took a loan
and paid it back. The man then held him by his hand
and took him to his house. He opened his safe and
said: “Look at all the money which I have!l I want
Muslims to come and borrow from me at the times of
need and then to return it to me by the due date.
However, whoever comes and borrows from me never
comes back. If that is going to be the case, no matter
how much I have, it will come to an end.”

My dear friends! We see a book eaten by white-ants.
From the outside the book looks fine, but when we
open it, we find it empty because it has been eaten by
white-ants. In the same way, white-ants have taken
over the Tman of Muslims from the inside. Outwardly
they seem to be good Muslims, but they are absolutely
empty on the inside. May Allah ta‘ala protect us.
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The third sign of hypocrisy is that when a person is
entrusted with something, he acts treacherously. This
too cannot be the quality of believers. Instead, even if
something is mentioned before him, he conceals it as
though it is a trust. There is a famous saying:

SIS IBT B (RN
The hearts of the pious are graves for secrets.

If someone tells you a secret and it is unwise to say it
to a third person, you must never reveal it. A person
came to Hadrat Muslihul Ummat rahimahulldh and
said: “Hadrat! Haji Sahib had shared a secret with my
father but he went and disclosed it in court. He had
shared the secret with him because he believed him to
be his confidant and so that our estate does not go to
the custodian. However, when a mutual difference took
place, he went and revealed the secret. This,
notwithstanding the fact that he did many favours to
him, and had even sent him for hajj.”

Hadrat rahimahullah became very displeased with him
and said: “Why did you come and relate these things to
me? This shows that you are happy with what your
father did.” It demonstrates fakery in one’s
temperament and it is a sign of darkness in it that a
person shares a secret with you after considering you
to be a friend and confidant, but when there is ill-
feeling between you two, he goes and discloses the
secret at court.

The Qur’an says that you should not transgress the
limit. You are permitted to eat even carrion and haram
items when you are in a state of compulsion. However,
even in this situation, you must not transgress the
limit. Do not transgress the limits even in your
friendships. Shaykh Sa‘di rahimahullah said: “Do not
befriend a person so much that you share every secret
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with him because if he were to become your enemy, he
will disclose all your secrets.” This is what is generally
happening nowadays. Shaykh Sa‘di rahimahullah also
said: “Do not transgress the limits even in enmity
because it could well happen that your enemy will
become your friend, and you will have to regret over
whatever antagonism and enmity you had displayed
towards him in the past.”

My dear friends! The third sign of hypocrisy is that
when a person is entrusted, he acts treacherously. You
get monetary trusts and verbal trusts as well. This is
why it is said:
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Assemblies are to be treated as trusts.

Sometimes special people have private meetings in
which they discuss matters which cannot be said in
public. A person who is part of such a meeting must
not disclose what was discussed there. This is a major
shortcoming which has become quite common.
Muslims fear Muslims more than anyone else because
they fear that they will disclose their secrets.

Hadrat Hasan Basri rahimahullah said something
about Hajjaj ibn Yusuf in one of his assemblies. A
person went to Hajjaj and related what was said about
him. Hajjaj was a person whose sword was always
unsheathed. Hajjaj summoned for him and was on the
verge of issuing an order for him to be killed. However,
Allah ta‘ala had not willed it so he was saved. When he
came back, he said: “I had said this to you because I
considered you to be a devoted person, but you went
and conveyed it to Hajjaj.”

It is quite common nowadays for a person to share a
secret with a person whom he considers to be sincere
when in reality he is not sincere. This is the cause of
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problems. It also causes problems in institutions,
organizations, and the homes. We have to be extremely
vigilant in this regard.

Just think! Do you think that these signs were found in
the era of the Sahabah radiyallahu ‘anhum and will not
be found in our times?! It is impossible. Someone
asked Hadrat Hasan Basri rahimahullah: “Are there
hypocrites in our time?” He replied: “If the hypocrites
were to be exposed, it will become difficult to walk
about in Basra.” In other words, there are many
hypocrites walking around in Basra.

Yes, hypocrisy in this context refers to practical
hypocrisy and not creedal hypocrisy. Hadrat Shah Wali
Allah Sahib Muhaddith Dehlawi rahimahullah says that
there are two types of hypocrites:

1. Those who express the kalimah verbally while
unbelief is in their hearts. The Qur'an says with
reference to them:
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The hypocrites shall be in the lowest pit of the Hell-fire.

2. Those who embraced Islam but are weak in their
actions.

Today we cannot refer to anyone as an original
hypocrite because 1man is connected to the heart and
no one knows the condition of the heart. However,
practical hypocrisy is common. If all these signs
[speaking lies, breaking one’s promise, treachery, etc.]
are found in a person, he will be referred to as a
hypocrite.

The third sign of hypocrisy is that when a person is
entrusted with something, he acts treacherously. We
learn from this that abstaining from treachery is a sign
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of iman, while being treacherous is a sign of hypocrisy
irrespective of whether it is in wealth or in words.

An Egyptian author writes:

These traits are the foundations of Islam around which
Islam revolves.

Once these traits disappear, Islam’s existence will come
to an end. Islam may exist externally, but not in reality.
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said that
towards the end of time, Islam will remain only in
name:
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Islam will exist only in name, and the Qur’an will exist
only in its letters and words.

Even if the Qur’an is taught and studied, it will not be
from the heart. It will not go beyond the throat. May
Allah ta‘ala inspire us with genuine recitation of the
Qur’an.

I was saying that I had explained this Hadith on
hypocrisy in Canada. The thought then crossed my
heart that the audience may be thinking that very
cultured people live here. How, then, can these traits of
hypocrisy be found in them!? How can lies, breaking of
promises, treachery and so on be found here? This
thought really did cross my heart that very senior
people are seated here and my subject matter was
inappropriate. However, later on people said to me:
“Maulana, today’s talk was most appropriate. There
was a real need for this topic.”

We learn from this that these ailments are quite
common over there as well. In fact, Western countries
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are granaries of lies. All these traits are supplied from
there to our countries. Just as a lot of good products
are coming from there, lies, fabrication, treachery,
immodesty and so on are all coming from their
markets. They have new labels and we cannot even
realize that they are against Islam. It is so sad to see in
which direction we are heading. Where are our children
and women heading towards? They are not prepared to
listen to us. They are not prepared to listen to religious
talks and lectures.

My dear friends! We will have to discard the traits of
hypocrisy and embrace the traits of Islam. Muslims
today are giving up all the excellent qualities and then
speaking out against the enemies of Islam. Hurling
verbal abuses at the enemies will not be of any avail.
We will have to address our selves as well. We have to
check whether Islamic character and qualities are in us
or not. We will not achieve anything by complaining to
Allah ta‘ala about others only. Rather, we ourselves will
have to discard bad qualities and adopt good qualities.
We have many weaknesses within us. We will have to
remove them, only then can we expect Allah’s help.

My dear friends and elders! You get good character and
good deeds, and you also get evil ones. If we have the
quality of honesty in us, it is a good quality. On the
other hand, if we have lies in us, it is a bad quality.
These are two conflicting qualities. If a person chooses
honesty, he will be saved. If he chooses lies, he will be
seized and punished. In the same way, if he has
trustworthiness and he fulfils his promises, he can find
salvation through them. If he has the opposite
qualities, he will be seized by Allah ta‘ala.
Trustworthiness is a quality which is appreciated even
by non-Muslims. When travelling by train, non-
Muslims ask us to take care of their belongings. For
example, they say: “Maulana, I am going to the toilet,
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take care of my belongings.” If we have evil
characteristics, we will fall from Allah’s gaze and from
the gaze of His creation as well. Disgrace and
humiliation will be our condition.

My dear friends and elders! Hadrat Muslihul Ummat
rahimahullah used to speak a lot on this Hadith which
makes reference to hypocrisy. I heard him speaking on
this Hadith from the beginning to the end for about
seventeen years. He used to speak about it everywhere
— in the villages and in different Dar al-‘Ulums. His first
book was also on this subject. It is titled Tahdhir al-
‘Ulama’ ‘an Khisal as-Sufaha’ - i.e. warning the ‘ulama’
against qualities of the foolish ones. This was his first
book which was published by Maulana Zahur al-Hasan
Sahib rahimahullah.

My dear friends and elders! These are extremely
important points which need to be thought about and
understood. If not, it will be as if we are eating a sweet
which is mixed with poison and impurities. Of what
benefit will it be? It will cause nothing but harm and
destruction.

One objection can be raised, viz. many people speak
lies, break promises and act treacherously. Will they all
become hypocrites? Hadrat rahimahullah gave an
answer to this after deep investigation. He said: This
refers to when it becomes a habit in a person. In other
words, whenever he speaks, he speaks lies. If a lie
issues from him very occasionally, he will not be
included among the hypocrites. A person will be
referred to as a hypocrite when this habit becomes part
and parcel of him. Whenever he says anything, it is a
lie. It is as though he is accustomed to lying. Similarly,
whenever he is entrusted with something, he acts
treacherously. Whenever he makes a promise, he
makes sure he acts contrary to it. The person will be a
hypocrite in such situations. Hadrat rahimahullah had
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given this answer after a lot of investigation — may
Allah ta‘ala reward him with the best of rewards.

I was saying that talks are delivered according to the
situation. Sometimes people benefit from themes of this
nature. At other times, we speak about karamat and
wilayat, and people benefit tremendously from them.
We speak on a variety of subjects so that the person
who has an inclination with a particular theme, he will
benefit from it. If a theme applies to a certain person’s
condition, he will rectify himself accordingly. This is the
essence of a lecture. Hadrat Sayyiduna Rifact wrote a
book titled al-Bunyan al-Mushayyad. It is an excellent
book which ought to be studied. It was laid down as a
syllabus book in the khangah at Thanah Bhawan.
Hadrat Sayyiduna Rifal rahimahullah writes that the
purpose of a lecture is to explain the ills and evils
which are found in people and to show them a
treatment for them so that people may learn of their ills
and make efforts to remove them. There is a major
need for this in our times. May Allah ta‘ala inspire us
all. Amin.

The verse which I had recited at the beginning is on the
same theme. I heard a detailed explanation of it from
Hadrat Maulana Abrar al-Haqq Sahib rahimahullah.
The verse is:

AL SV 5B 1535
Abstain from external sins and internal sins.

Tafsir Mazhart provides a beautiful explanation to it.
The author says that external sins refer to sins which
are committed with the external body parts, viz. hands,
legs, eyes, ears and so on. We are required to abstain
from them and also from internal sins, i.e. those
committed by the heart and mind. Do not consider any
sin to be insignificant. A sin entails disobedience to
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Allah ta‘ala irrespective of whether it is minor or major.
Minor sins also cause us to become distant from Allah
ta‘ala, and we can gain proximity to Allah ta‘ala from
even minor acts of obedience. Rastulullah sallallahu
‘alayhi wa sallam said:
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O people! There is nothing which would take you closer
to Paradise and further away from the Hell-fire without
my having ordered you to do it. There is nothing which
would take you close to the Hell-fire and further away
from Paradise without my having prohibited you from it.

This does not refer to major orders only. Rather, minor
orders are also included. For example, Rasulullah
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said:
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O Abtu Dharr! When you cook a curry, add some water in
it so that you could send some to your neighbours.

If a woman sends a little gravy to her neighbour, she
will be rewarded for it. Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam said to Hadrat ‘A’ishah radiyallahu ‘anha:
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O ‘A’ishah! Safeguard yourself from the Hell-fire even if
it is by giving a piece of date.

We learn from this that we must continually give in
charity to save ourselves from the Hell-fire. If we cannot
give large amounts, we must not desist from giving
small minor amounts. It does not mean that we have to
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give a thousand rupees, only then will Allah ta‘ala
accept our charity. Each person must give according to
how much he has and how much he can give. It will
earn him rewards and will be a cause of proximity and
acceptance in Allah’s court. May Allah ta‘ala inspire us
all in this regard.

External sins include the following: Sins committed by
the hands. We must not touch anything which the
Shari'ah prohibited us to touch. We must not use our
legs in actions which are against the Shariah. Allah
ta‘ala gave us legs. Gratitude for this demands that we
use them in acts of obedience — to go to the musjid,
attend assemblies of dhikr, go to meet pious people, go
to market places to acquire lawful and wholesome
sustenance. Do not use your hands incorrectly. Use
them to study and write, to give in charity, to help an
injured or paralysed person. These are acts of
obedience of the hands. The opposite use of them is to
push and shove a person, to beat and strike a person,
to cause him pain. These are sins of the hands. The
same can be said of the tongue. Speaking lies,
backbiting, speaking ill of a person, offending him and
so on. You know well that the injury of the tongue is
worse than that of a sword. There is a famous couplet
in this regard:
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Injuries sustained by a sword can be treated, but
injuries inflicted by the tongue cannot be treated.

My dear friends and elders! We have to be very careful
about safeguarding our tongue. We must be extremely
wary of offending anyone. If we are able to pay
particular attention to this we will acquire immense
benefit and effulgence from our dhikr and other
spiritual practices. Unfortunately, our tongues are not
safeguarded. We do not protect our hands and legs.
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Hadrat Mu‘adh ibn Jabal radiyallahu ‘anhu asked
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam: “Will we be
taken to task for what our tongues utter?” Rasulullah
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam replied: “O Mu‘adh! May
your mother be bereft of you! It is really the
transgressions of the tongue which would cause people
to fall headlong in the Hell-fire.”!

A Sahabi by the name of ‘Ugbah ibn ‘Amir radiyallahu
‘anhu says:
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I met Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam and asked
him: “What would ensure salvation?” He replied:
“Restrain your tongue, let your house suffice for you,
and cry over your sins.”

Look at the wonderful question which the Sahabi
asked! We learn that they used to pose questions of
this nature because they were desirous of rectification,
they wanted Allah ta‘ala to be pleased and happy with
them, to save themselves from sins and become
attached to acts of obedience.

Hadrat ‘Ugbah ibn ‘Amir radiyallahu ‘anhu tells us that
he met Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam and
asked him this question: “O Rasulullah! What would
ensure salvation?” The question itself was excellent. He
did not say admonish me or advise me. Rather, he
asked about salvation. Salvation is a general word
which applies to salvation in this world and in the
Hereafter. The perfect mentor and expert physician

I Tirmidhi, Mishkat, 14.
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Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said: “Restrain
your tongue.”

My dear friends! Be very careful about saying things
which could injure the hearts of the Ahlullah. Their
hearts are like glass. If you say anything inappropriate
to them, you will fall into destruction.

I heard Hadrat rahimahullah saying that the author of
Riih al-Ma‘ani wrote under the verse:
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Backbiting is nonetheless prohibited. However, you get
backbiting of ordinary people and you get backbiting of
‘ulama’ who are the servants of Din and inviters to it.
Their backbiting in comparison to the backbiting of the
masses is worse. If you backbite the ‘ulama’, you will
fall into destruction. This is why we have to safeguard
our tongues.

Pl

I probably related this incident to you previously. There
was an old woman who went to Hadrat Maulana Shah
‘Abd al-Qadir Sahib Dehlawi rahimahullah. He was the
son of Hadrat Shah Wali Allah Sahib Muhaddith
Dehlawi rahimahullah and the younger brother of Shah
‘Abd al-‘Aziz Dehlawil rahimahullah. He was a very
senior pious personality and man of Allah ta‘ala. His
translation of the Qur’an is considered to be most
unique. Many eminent ‘ulama’ are of the opinion that it
is a divinely inspired translation. He was a very great
man, what can we say about him? The entire world
knows him.

Anyway, an old woman went to him. She used to earn a
living from weaving. She saved some of her earnings
and gave a small gift to Shah Sahib who did not accept
it. The incident passed - she came and Ileft.
Subsequently, Shah Sahib stopped receiving the many
gifts which he used to receive on a regular basis. By
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and large these personalities receive these things from
Allah ta‘ala and they live their lives through them.
Shah Sahib became quite worried when he stopped
receiving the gifts. He made du‘a’ to Allah ta‘ala: “O
Allah! Pardon me if I committed any wrong.” These are
the true Ahlullah - they keep a constant watch over
their hearts. They are like spies over their hearts. My
dear friends, safeguarding the heart and keeping a
watch over it are great acts. The Ahlullah are always
mindful of this. They think to themselves: “This was my
condition in the morning, why has it left me now? Is it
because darkness has crept into my heart?” They are
forever vigilant over their hearts.

When Shah Sahib saw that the gifts have stopped
coming, he perceived some turbidity in his heart. He
cried before Allah ta‘ala and beseeched him saying: “O
Allah! Tell me what wrong did I commit?” Allah ta‘ala
inspired in his heart: “The gifts have ceased because
you refused the gift of the old woman.” Shah Sahib
proceeded to the woman’s house and knocked on the
door. She asked: “Who is it?” He replied: “Abd al-Qadir.
O mother! Give me that gift.” She cried and said to him:
“I had saved some money from my work and brought
the gift for you but you did not accept it. I have been
crying since that day because I feel there was no
sincerity in my gift, that is why you did not accept it.”
Look at the intelligence of this old woman - she put the
blame on herself. Nowadays we are very quick to put
the blame on others. Look at that old woman’s
recognition and fear of Allah ta‘ala! Shah Sahib then
accepted her gift and found that the turbidity in his
heart had disappeared. He started receiving gifts once
again. So you see how these Ahlullah are watchful over
their external body parts and their internal ones,
especially the heart?
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I recall another incident. I think it was related by
‘Allamah Qushayri rahimahullah. An ‘alim went in the
service of a Sufi. When he decided to leave, the Sufi
said: “Spend the night here.” The ‘alim offered some
excuse and left for his house. The fact of the matter
was that he had asked his house people to cook a
chicken and was really looking forward to eating it. He
thought to himself that if he were to stay over in the
khanqgah, he will be deprived of the chicken. Anyway,
he reached his house and his wife presented the
chicken on the table. A dog came, pounced on the
chicken and ran away with it. He was about to eat
some left over gravy when the corner of his wife’s scarf
hit it and it fell down. When he went to the Sufi the
next morning, the latter asked: “What happened to the
chicken?” He had received divine inspiration. The ‘alim
felt embarrassed. The Sufi said: “When a person
injures the heart of a shaykh, Allah imposes a dog over
him who then disgraces and humiliates him.”

The Sufis are very particular about safeguarding their
hearts. Allah ta‘ala confers them with sound
understanding. First of all, they do not have evil
thoughts about others. They keep their hearts pure.
When any such matter comes before them, they explain
it away by saying that there must be some underlying
reason for it. We too must safe ourselves from these
things and try to save those who are associated to us.

A Sufi was walking somewhere when a liberal-minded
person with his wife passed by. The Sufi accidentally
pushed the woman slightly. The man slapped the Sufi
who exercised patience, did not say anything and
continued on his way. Subsequently, the man could
not pass urine and was severely pained. A person who
cannot pass urine alone knows the pain and discomfort
which he suffers. The inability to pass urine is worse
than feeling thirsty. The man’s wife said to him: “You
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had slapped that pious man, this is why Allah ta‘ala
has seized you in this manner. Go and ask him to
pardon you.” The man went to the Sufi, held his feet
and begged his pardon by saying: “Hadrat, pardon me
and make du‘a’ that this difficulty of mine is removed.”
The Sufi said: “Look! I did not curse you. Rather, it is
Allah who punished you. Your wife got pushed
mistakenly by myself but you hit me. I did not exact
any revenge from you, it was Allah ta‘ala who did.” The
Sufi pardoned him, made du‘a’ for him and he was
relieved of his difficulty.

My dear friends and elders! This is what the previously-
quoted verse teaches us. That is, we must abstain from
external and internal sins. We must rectify our inner
selves and our outer selves. Our hands and legs which
form the outer parts of our body must not be used in
matters which conflict with the Shariah. This is how
we get closer to Allah ta‘ala through optional acts. A
Hadith Qudsi states:
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My servant continues getting closer to me through
optional acts until I love him. Once I love him, I become
his ears with which he hears, his eyes with which he
sees, his hands with which he holds and his feet with
which he walks.

What this means is that these body parts do not
commit sins. All these spiritual exercises which we
engage in are for the purpose of making our hearts,
minds, hands, legs and everything subservient to Allah
ta‘ala. Our hands and legs cannot come under control
without the rectification of the heart. The straightness
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of the heart is essential for this. Dhikr and spiritual
exercises are prescribed for this purpose.

When you perform optional acts of worship, you will
acquire proximity to Allah ta‘ala. When you acquire
proximity, then the status which the hand receives is
that it becomes Allah’s hand. It cannot happen that we
continue committing sins and our hands become
Allah’s hands. When the person abstains from sins,
and is very particular about safeguarding his external
and internal selves, it is impossible for his hands and
feet to go in another direction and disobey. It is
impossible for the tongue to say the wrong things.
Rectification of the heart is essential for the realization
of this because the external self is a reflection of what
is inside. When the internal self is correct, it will have
an effect and influence on the external self. When
something affects the heart, it is immediately reflected
on the face. The same applies to sin. When the heart is
empty of sin, then — Allah willing — the hands, feet, etc.
will all abstain from sins and a special effulgence will
be noticed on the face.

It is related in the traditions that a Sahabi was playing
with his beard while in salah. On seeing this,
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said:

If his heart had been fearful [of Allah], his limbs would

have done the same.

In other words, he would not have played with his
beard. We learn the need for the rectification of the
heart from this incident.
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The external and the internal are interlinked. When a
person practises on the external, his internal will also
be set right. When his internal self is in order, the
external will also come right. Based on this, there is a
need to abstain from external sins and internal sins.
Internal sins like pride, jealousy and so on. As for
unbelief and polytheism, these are obviously major
sins. In fact, they are major wrongs. However, because
this is an assembly of believers, I mentioned pride and
jealousy as examples. Were it not for that, the most
serious sin of the heart is unbelief and polytheism.
There is no pardon for it. Allah ta‘ala can never tolerate
anyone apart from Him being in the heart because the
heart is the place where Allah’s power and might are
manifested. There is no question of any place for
anyone apart from Him in it.

When the heart is preserved [from sin|, the hands and
legs and all body parts will be preserved. But if you
open your heart to anyone apart from Him, the rest of
your body parts cannot remain safe. This is why it is
essential to safeguard the heart.

My dear friends and elders! Based on what was said,
the Din in its entirety is encapsulated in:

AL Y 5B 1555
Abstain from external sins and internal sins.

It is from this point that I say that just as Allah ta‘ala
instructed us to abstain from external and internal
sins, we must carry out external and internal acts of
obedience. Salah, zakah and so on are external acts of
obedience. Gratitude, humility, reliance on Allah ta‘ala
and so on are internal acts of obedience. We must
adopt them as well. Just as we have to give up external
and internal sins, we have to carry out external and
internal acts of obedience.
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My dear friends! I delivered this short talk based on an
external influence. The fact of the matter is that
conditions are such that if a person is not influenced
by them, it will be something to be astonished about.
One’s age makes demands on a person, illnesses make
their own demands, and conditions of the community
and government also have their demands. This is why I
said all these things. May Allah ta‘ala bless us with
peace and safety by His grace and kindness. May He
protect us. May He keep us all on the straight path.
May He set right our character. We must all make
efforts to fulfil the rights of people, of our neighbours,
of outsiders and even of animals as explained to us by
Islam. If we make efforts in this direction then — Allah
willing — Allah ta‘ala will help and assist us. May Allah
ta‘ala inspire us.
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O Allah! Protect us against external and internal sins.
Inspire us to carry out external and internal acts of
obedience. O Allah! Enable all of us to enjoy the fruits
of internal and external acts of obedience. Shower us
with every type of goodness. O Allah! Enable us to be
obedient to You. Enable us to engage in Your dhikr. O
Allah! Inspire us to follow the character of Rasulullah
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. O Allah! Enable us to fulfil
Your rights and the rights of fellow humans. O Allah!
Protect our tongues. Protect our hearts. Protect our
hands. O Allah! Safeguard us against sin. Safeguard us
against Your disobedience. Enable us to carry out as
many acts of obedience as possible. O Allah! This is the
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blessed month of Ramadan. The Qur’an was revealed in
this month. Shower us with its blessings. We have all
come with the hope of receiving even more blessings.
Accept us all. Enable us to acquire goodness and
effulgence from each other.
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THREE PRESCRIPTIONS FOR SALVATION

8th Ramadan al-Mubarak 1424 A.H.
Musjid of Dar al-‘Ulum Kantariyah
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Synopsis of The Lecture

Every person wants to find a cure to his illness. He
wants to find a simple medication so that he can get
salvation from his illness. My dear friends! The
Ahlullah are always thinking of how we can obtain
salvation from Allah’s punishment. How we can free
ourselves from Allah’s displeasure. The Sahabah
radiyallahu ‘anhum were always conscious of what is
going to happen in the Hereafter, how we are going to
be presented before Allah ta‘ala, He is going to question
us and we will have to answer to Him.

This is why Hadrat ‘Ugbah ibn ‘Amir radiyallahu ‘anhu
asked Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam as to
where salvation is. How can we gain salvation from
worldly calamities? Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam replied immediately:
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Restrain your tongue, let your house suffice for you, and
cry over your sins.

In explaining this Hadith, Mulla ‘Ali Qari rahimahullah
writes in Mirgat: Remain in your homes. Do not go out
unnecessarily. Do not become agitated at having to
remain in your houses. Consider it to be a boon
because this is a prescription for salvation from all
types of evils and temptations. There is a famous
saying with regard to salvation from an era of
tribulations:
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This is a time of silence, remaining within one’s home,
and being content with one’s essential livelihood until
death.
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My dear friends and elders! I touched on this Hadith
yesterday. I feel I should explain the three parts of it
briefly because I had said previously that as long as a
point is not firmly embedded in the mind - in fact, in
the heart — the programme of speaking and listening
must continue.

This is a very important Hadith which is narrated in
Tirmidhi Sharif. Hadrat ‘Ugbah ibn ‘Amir radiyallahu
‘anhu asked Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam:
“What would ensure salvation?” The question itself is
most important. Salvation is no ordinary matter. My
dear friends! If a person were to learn that salvation
from cancer is to be found in a certain thing, from
blood pressure in a certain medication or from diabetes
in a certain thing, he will rush for it and make efforts to
acquire it. In fact, he will make sure he obtains it. If he
does not know the treatment for it, he will continue
searching for one and inquire from people. He will go
and get himself checked by every doctor, he will
mention it to everyone in the hope that someone will
show him a medication which will uproot his illness
completely.
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We Must be Considerate of Our Associates

Just yesterday we went to visit a sick person in
Ankleshwar. He is a well known person and is known
as Jeebhai. He used to attend our assemblies regularly.
He got afflicted by cancer. I said to my companions: “It
is our duty to go and visit him.” And so, we went. He
was overjoyed to see us. He began crying out of joy and
thanked us again and again. I said: “There is no need
to thank us, it is our duty to visit you. You phone us
regularly, you ask us how many duruds to read, and
even ask us if you must increase the number.” He is a
man who engages in a lot of different types of dhikr. He
may not be very learned in Din, but is a senior worldly
and political person. For a person to engage in a lot of
dhikr in such a situation is a great thing. It is by
Allah’s grace and kindness.

The Criterion For Wilayat

There was a Deputy Inspector by the name of Igbal
Ahmad Sahib. He used to read the Qur’an by day and
night. He used to remain in the company of Hadrat
Maulana $Shah Wasiyyullah Sahib rahimahullah.
Hadrat used to say: “Look! People will not consider him
to be a wali, but if the same people look at a person
who is not aligned to the Shari‘ah, they will bring faith
in him. Whereas iman and good deeds are essential for
wilayat. Allah ta‘ala says:
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Remember! Those who are the friends of Allah — neither
is there fear on them nor will they grieve. Those who
believed and continued fearing.!

‘Ulama’ Quickly Become Eligible For Khilafat

Someone said to Hadrat Maulana Thanwi
rahimahullah: “Hadrat! How is it you confer khilafat
quickly to ‘ulama’™” He replied: “Brother, they come
here after having striven. They come here after having
rectified their hearts to a certain extent. This is why
they quickly become eligible for khilafat. As for the one
who never turned his attention towards rectification,

who never toiled and strove, how can he be eligible for
khilafat?”

I was saying that every person wants to find a
treatment for his illness and an easy medication with
which he can acquire salvation from his illness. My
dear friends! In the same way, the Ahlullah are always
thinking of how to acquire salvation from Allah’s
punishment and freedom from His displeasure. The
Sahabah radiyallahu ‘anhum were always conscious of
what is going to happen in the Hereafter, how we are
going to be presented before Allah ta‘ala, He is going to
question us and we will have to answer to Him. A
Hadith states:
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1 Sarah Yuanus, 10: 62-63.
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Abu Barzah radiyallahu ‘anhu narrates that Rastlullah
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said: “A person’s feet will
not move on the day of Resurrection until he is asked
about four things: (1) His life — where he spent it. (2) His
knowledge — how much he practised on it. (3) His wealth
— from where he earned it and where he spent it. (4) His
body — in what he wore it out.”

The First Path to Salvation

My dear friends! Our iman demands that we ask about
the ways to salvation. This is why Hadrat ‘Ugbah ibn
‘Amir radiyallahu ‘anhu asked Rasulullah sallallahu
‘alayhi wa sallam the way to salvation, in what can one
find salvation from worldly calamities, and how can one
find salvation from the torments of the Hereafter? The

word Ls‘- (save us, rescue us, give us salvation) is
mentioned in the Qur’an. This is why he asked: “O

Rasulullah! Where does salvation lie?” Rasulullah
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam immediately responded:
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Safeguard your tongue, keep it under control. This is a
very short statement but a very powerful piece of
advice. Just ponder over how much we safeguard our
tongues! If we are able to restrain our tongues, a lot of
rectification can be achieved. A person will be saved
from many futilities, he will be protected against many
useless conversations.

The Second Path to Salvation

Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said:
355 dazdls

In other words, your house must suffice for you.
Remain in your house. The training and tutoring of
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your wife and children depends on remaining in your
house. Only if you are in your house will you be able to
train them. Your wife and children will acquire affinity
by your presence. If we are not going to be in our
houses, we will not even know what our sons and
daughters are doing and where they are going. This is
why Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said: “Let
your house suffice you.”

In explaining this Hadith, Mulla ‘Ali Qari rahimahullah
writes in Mirgat: Remain in your homes. Do not go out
unnecessarily. Do not become agitated at having to
remain in your houses. Consider it to be a boon
because this is a prescription for salvation from all
types of evils and temptations. There is a famous
saying with regard to salvation from an era of
tribulations:
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This is a time of silence, remaining within one’s home,
and being content with one’s essential livelihood until
death.!

A Sufi said: “When you see a lot of windows in a house,
you must deduce that there is no peace in that house.”
This is an era of tribulation and temptation, we have to
pay particular attention to saving ourselves from
temptation. This is why our elders say that the house
must not be constructed in such a way that it causes
us to be more attached to the outside.

A Pre-Planned Scheme

My dear friends! Previously there was no peace from
the telephone. Now we have mobile phones. A person
will be speaking in salah, in his house, while he is

1 Mirgat, vol. 9, p. 74.
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eating, and so on. We will be speaking to a person and
suddenly he will get onto his mobile. There is no peace
at any given moment. Peace of the heart is a great
boon, but these things [mobiles] interfere in that peace.

Evil schemes are being plotted to put an end to peace
so that people are left unsatisfied. They are not given a
single moment to turn to Allah ta‘ala. Shameless and
immoral programmes are aired on the television, and
that too late in the night. Now just tell me! First of all,
they are filthy programmes, and that too, at two and
three in the morning. If a person sleeps after that, will
he able to wake up early? His heart is nevertheless
spoilt by the immoral program, and when he wakes up
late, his brains are also corrupted. Now when the heart
and mind have both been corrupted, what good can
one expect from such a person? May Allah ta‘ala
protect our Muslim boys and girls. Amin.

The Westerners themselves say: We will teach
everything to the children by the time they reach
eighteen years of age (when it is essential for them to go
to college). After that, they will have no interest in
Islam. They say: Let the Muslims run their masajid and
madaris, our compulsory education will ensure that
their children are under our influence. This is what we
see. A boy memorizes the Qur'an and then heads in a
different direction. Someone related to me in London
that there was a hafiz of the Qur’an who used to read
very beautifully. But he suddenly changed completely
and headed in the opposite direction. When someone
asked him the reason, he said to one of his friends:
“When my father used to take me to the maktab, he
would never go inside, he would never meet the
teachers. When I saw that my father has no value
whatsoever for the teachers in the maktab, and that he
does not even bother to meet them, what will I do with
such knowledge?” The boy left Din because of this.
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Peace And Tranquillity Are Great Bounties

My dear friends and elders! Peace and tranquillity are
great bounties. When these are not found, a person will
succumb to confusion and anxiety. He will have no
peace. We have to have some peace in order to be able
to turn to Allah ta‘ala. The ‘ulama’ state that if you
desire tranquillity of the heart, you must get closer to
dhikr than the wall. The closer you get to the wall, the
more peace and tranquillity you will experience. Try it
out for yourself. However, there must be no window in
the wall. Because if you are able to see outside for two
or three kilometres, you will not get any tranquillity
from the dhikr. Our Hadrat Maulana Shah Wasiyyullah
Sahib rahimahullah would not permit the opening of
the windows which were in the front of the musjid. He
said that they are a distraction to those engaging in
dhikr. People said to him: “Hadrat! What do you say
about the four walls around the courtyard, should
there be a meshed wall or not?” He replied: “There is no
need for it, it will also interfere with dhikr.” Those
elders really valued peace and tranquillity, this is why
they paid so much of attention to it.

Value For Time

Hadrat Maulana Shah Ghulam °‘Ali rahimahullah was a
very senior Sufi whose Nagshbandi lineage is running
in Turkey. I have heard that the author of Ruh al-
Ma‘ani and ‘Allamah Shami rahimahullah were aligned
to the same spiritual lineage. A man went to Shah
Ghulam ‘Ali Sahib rahimahullah and remained seated
there for a long time. The shaykh went into his house,
brought out his documents and placed them in front of
the man. The man asked: “Hadrat, what is this?” He
replied: “You have been sitting here for so long and
making no move to leave, so my heart feels that I
should hand over the title deeds of this house to you,
make you its owner, and I will leave from here.”
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Look! This is what you call value for time. Time is a
two-edged sword. No one can bring time back. No such
instrument has been invented which can bring back
past time. My dear friends! This is why we really need
to value it.

A Severe Need to Monitor One’s House

Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said:
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Monitoring and supervision of your house is only
possible if you remain in it and see to your children. If
you do not give sufficient time in your house, your
children will become free-minded, your daughters will
become liberal. If you remain outdoors, sit on street
corners and roam about in the shopping centres, you
will fall into futile conversations. A Hadith states:
PR S IR IS GRS

The beauty of a person’s Islam lies in his abstaining
from what does not concern him.

Do you think these are ordinary Ahadith? It is not easy
to practise on them.

There was a Sufi who had a Muhaddith who lived
nearby. Someone asked the Sufi: “Hadrat, do you go to
sit in the company of the Muhaddith?” He replied: “Yes,
I went once and heard one Hadith from him:

AP SIS GRS

I have not been able to practise on it as yet. Once I put
it into practice, I will go to him to listen to a second
Hadith.”
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An Excellent Definition of lhsan

I just thought of something on the subject of beauty.
An ‘alim gave me a book which contained an excellent
definition of ihsan. The actual definition of ihsan has
already been provided by Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi
wa sallam as follows:
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That you worship Allah as though you are seeing Him. If
you are not seeing Him, He is certainly seeing you.

The book which was given to me contained a linguistic
definition:
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Searching for beauty in iman and Islam. Because
beauty in worship entails acquiring the ability to see
Allah. If this cannot be realized, then imagine that
Allah ta‘ala is seeing you. Thus, searching for beauty in
worship is an excellent bounty.

The Need to Develop Beauty in Salah

Not long ago I went to Hadrat Maulana Taqi ad-Din
Sahib Nadwi Mazahir’’s place (Jami‘ah Islamiyyah,
Muzaffarpur, A’zamgarh). In my talk there, I said to the
people with reference to the musjid: “Look! We consider
it necessary to create beauty in these walls, so we paint
them.” A while before, some people came from
Palanpur. I asked them if their musjid is completed?
They replied: “Yes, the construction is complete but it
is presently being plastered and painted.” Thus, the
actual musjid is built but because plastering and
painting is needed for its beautification, they made
special mention of this. We learn from this that there is
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a need for beauty as well. There is a need for plastering
and painting. This brings beauty to a musjid, it brings
beauty to a building. Sometimes more money is spent
in the beautification that in the actual construction.

I was saying that I went to the place of Maulana Taqi
ad-Din Sahib where they built a very beautiful musjid.
I said: “So much of effort has been put to create beauty
in it. There is now a need to create beauty in our
prostration, there is a need to create beauty in our
salah.” Many ‘ulama’ were present. I said: “There is a
need to develop beauty in our prostration, in the
bowing posture, and in the entire salah. We have to try
to make our salah in line with the Sunnah. If we
perform our salah in accordance with the Sunnah
externally and internally, we will develop beauty in it. If
we strive for this, then — Allah willing — we will acquire
it.

The Three Levels of Iman

An excellent definition of ihsan is given [in the book
mentioned previously], i.e. develop beauty in iman and
beauty in Islam as well. The beauty of iman lies in
acquiring its levels. I said on several occasions before
that the first level of iman is:
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To utter the shahadatayn verbally.

The second level is to seek the light of iman, to
constantly wait for Allah ta‘ala to illuminate us with
the light of iman. The third and highest level of iman is
to acquire perfect light. Just recently I came across in a
book that a muttaqi is one who abstains from unbelief
and polytheism. This is the first level of tagqwa. The
second level is to abstain from major sins. The third
level is to keep away from minor sins. The fourth level
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is to abstain from whisperings so that even the thought
of disobedience cannot enter the heart.

My dear friends! Beauty in iman and beauty in Islam
are desirable and approved of. There has to be beauty
in everything — in our acts of worship, dealings,
statements, actions and character. The Hadith which I
quoted just now mentions beauty in speech.
%Y&iﬁig}ﬂ\@%lo‘ﬁ:ﬁ

This refers to beauty in speech. In the same way, there
will be beauty related to injunctions, character, the
fundamentals of Islam, actions and so on. Beauty in all
these things will be acquired by following the Sunnah.
Allah ta‘ala wants His servants to embrace iman and to
develop beauty in it. He wants them to embrace Islam
and develop beauty in it.

The Purpose of Going to The Pious Elders

My dear friends! We go to the pious elders in order to
develop this beauty. Qadi Thana’ullah Panipatti
rahimahullah writes: The pen testifies with the tongue,
and the tongue testifies with the pen (i.e. testimony is
provided both verbally and in writing) that we used to
perform salah before spending time in the company of
the righteous. However, the nature of our salah
changed after spending time in their company.

Encouragement towards beautifying our Islam is found
in several Ahadith. Similarly, Rasulullah sallallahu
‘alayhi wa sallam also asked for perfection in actions.
He supplicated for perfection in wudd’, salah, Allah’s
pleasure and His forgiveness:
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O Allah! I beg You for perfection in wudii’, perfection in
salah, and Your perfect and complete pleasure and
forgiveness.

Sometimes a person used to come to our Hadrat
Maulana Shah Wasiyyullah Sahib rahimahullah and
say: “Hadrat, I have not developed humility as yet.”
Hadrat would ask: “When did you come? [in other
words, you have just started in the path]. Just
continue and you will eventually acquire humility. Even
if you do not acquire it, you will certainly be rewarded
for your efforts and toiling — these will not go to waste.”

The Third Path to Salvation

Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said:
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Cry over your sins.

This is the third prescription for salvation. Hadrat
Maulana Shah Wasiyyullah Sahib rahimahullah used to
say: “A very senior scholar said in one of his
assemblies: ‘There is no explicit Hadith wherein we are
ordered to cry.’ This Hadith came to my mind but I did
not say anything out of respect for the scholar.”

I was saying that Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam provided us with a third piece of advice for
salvation, viz. we must cry over our sins. However, the
situation today is that people cannot even see their
own sins and faults. Hadrat Hakimul Ummat Maulana
Thanwi rahimahullah used to stress on two points:
ittila” wa ittiba". In other words, informing one’s shaykh
of one’s conditions, following the shaykh’s guidelines
for the condition. This is essential for rectification.
When anyone used to write to him: “Hadrat, I do not
find any fault in me”, he would reply: “This is the
biggest defect that you cannot see any fault in you.”
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This is what is known as the true and genuine path. A
person can reach his destination when he treads this
path.

For Whom is Good Destined?

Hadrat Anas radiyallahu ‘anhu narrates:
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When Allah ta‘ala wills good for a servant, He confers
him with understanding of Din, makes him abstinent to
the world, and enables him to see his own faults.

When a person comes to know his faults and becomes
conscious of them, he will experience humbleness
within himself and consider himself small. Hadrat
Maulana Muhammad Ahmad Sahib rahimahullah
rightly said:

Ever since our insightful gaze opened, we fell
before our own eyes.

When our eyes of realization really open, we will not see
our excellences. Instead, we will see our faults, defects
and slip ups.

The Condition of a Lamp From The House of Prophet-Hood

Hadrat Zayn al-‘Abidin rahimahullah is a lamp and
light from the house of Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam. He would turn pale when he used to perform
wudt’. People asked him: “Hadrat, why does your face
turn pale?” He replied: “Don’t you know before whom I
am preparing to stand up?!”

These were our elders in Din. They used to fear, they
used to tremble. This is how Allah ta‘ala conferred
such high ranks to them.
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The Need For Self-Consciousness

When you think of your sins, you will cry. When you
start understanding your mistakes, you will grieve, it
will create softness in you. Hadrat Khwajah Ma‘suim
rahimahullah said: Set aside a time wherein you
meditate over your mistakes and shortcomings. When
you meditate over your shortcomings, it will create
softness in your heart. If the thought comes to your
mind that you do not need anything and you have
reached the point of perfection, you will not look at
your faults, you will forget your mistakes and
shortcomings, and there is no question of softness
coming to your heart. When there is no softness in the
heart, there is no question of crying. A person will only
cry when he is conscious of his sins. This is why it is
essential to be conscious and aware of one’s sins. There
is no need to expose them. Once you are conscious of
them, you will get the inspiration to repent, you will
express remorse. Remorse conveys a person from the
pits to the peaks. A poet rightly said:

O Allah! I repented repeatedly from my sins
but broke my repentance on every occasion.
There is nothing but kindness from Your
side, and nothing but mischief from the
servant.

Although my “blackness” is not worthy of
pardon, open Your gaze of mercy and take
my grey hair into consideration.

All praise is due to Allah ta‘ala, I have been reading the
above couplet from the time I had a black beard. But I
used to think, where are the grey hairs? Now that my
hair is gone grey, I became happy because I am now
suited to this couplet.
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Poetry Creates Softness

Reading the poetry of the pious servants of Allah ta‘ala
creates softness in the heart. Sometimes poetry is more
effective than prose in creating softness. This is why
Hadrat Khwajah ‘Aziz al-Hasan Sahib Majdhub
rahimahullah used to compose poems and read them
with real emotion. Our Hadrat Maulana Shah
Wasiyyullah Sahib rahimahullah used to read the
following couplet very often when he was overtaken by
emotion:

This heart is finding no attachment to the
orchard, and is agitated by the desert. Now
where can we take such a mad man to?

My dear friends! It is a great bounty to be able to cry
and remorse over one’s sins. It is not necessary to shed
tears. As long as there is remorse and shame, it is
included in remorse. Allah ta‘ala certainly knows the
condition of the hearts. There are many who are unable
to cry, they just cannot shed tears. If there is remorse
in the heart, remorse which is within one’s control,
then Allah ta‘ala will confer the same reward as He
does for crying.

Khwajah Nagshbandi’s Bequest

I recall another couplet. Khwajah Baha’ ad-Din
Nagshbandi rahimahullah had made a bequest that the
following couplet be read before his janazah:

O Allah! We have presented ourselves as
paupers before Your court. Confer us with
some of Your beauty. Extend Your hand of
generosity towards our begging hand.
Blessed is Your hand and wing.

Will we not enjoy it when we read these couplets at the
Ka'bah!? But that will only happen if we remember the
couplets. Nowadays Persian has vanished from our
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madaris. [ say: As long as you do not learn Persian, you
will not be able to perceive a pain and yearning in your
heart. Persian was the language of all our elders. This
is why something said in Persian has a completely
different effect. It contains many realities. It is
specifically the language of Sufism. It is certainly not
equal to Arabic, but it is more dignified than Urdu.

When you go for ‘umrah or hajj, you must bear in mind
that you were not worthy of being conveyed to these
holy lands. This is why you must give thanks to Allah
ta‘ala for having conveyed you here. We have to be
conscious of our worthlessness. Ayaz used to address
himself repeatedly:

O Ayaz! Recognize your worthlessness.

Therefore, think to yourself: I was not worthy of coming
to the House of Allah, to stand before Allah ta‘ala, to go
to Musjid-e-Nabawi, to present myself at the blessed
grave of Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam.

Hadrat Shah Wasiyyullah Sahib rahimahullah had a
close associate. He did not have a beard and was a very
soft-hearted person. He went to perform hajj and then
proceeded to Madinah Munawwarah, but he could not
pluck the courage to present himself in front of the
blessed grave of Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam. He thought to himself: My face is in conflict
with the blessed Sunnah of Rasulullah sallallahu
‘alayhi wa sallam, how can I go before him?

Better Than One Year’s Worth of Worship

My dear friends! We have to have this awareness that
we are in Musjid-e-Nabawi, we are in the House of
Allah, we are performing tawaf, Allah ta‘ala is watching
us. If we are going to be heedless even when we are at
the Ka‘bah, then this is most unfortunate. If a person
is heedless outside the musjid, if he is heedless in the



Three Prescriptions For Salvation 169

market place, then it is understandable it is not
surprising. But to be heedless at the Ka'bah and at
Musjid-e-Nabaw1 is most certainly very unfortunate. A
single moment’s meditation is superior to a year’s
worth of optional worship. We have to think about
where we are, what we have to do, Allah is watching us.
Thinking in this way is no ordinary matter. It is
counted as an act of worship.

A Person is Deprived Due to an Absence of Meditation

It was Allah’s practice with people of previous nations
that if a person engaged in worship for a specific period
of time, Allah ta‘ala would appoint a cloud to shade
him. On hearing this, a youngster began immersing
himself in a lot of worship, but no cloud came to shade
him. He said to his mother: “Mother! I am occupied in
worship for so long and striving so hard, but I yet to
have a cloud to come over me and shade me.” His
mother was a true servant of Allah ta‘ala. She said: “My
dear son! It may well be that you looked up to the skies
but did not ponder and meditate. You are probably
deprived of this bounty because of a lack of meditation
on your part.”

Look at the moon and think to yourself that Allah
ta‘ala is the one who gave it light. Look at the sun and
think to yourself that Allah ta‘ala is the one who gave it
brightness. Allah ta‘ala is the one who gives light to the
heavens and the earth. The Qur’an says:

2535 32N 35 A
Allah is the light of the heavens and the earth.!

This means:

1 Sarah an-Nur, 24: 35.



Three Prescriptions For Salvation 170

u")yb uj“"‘““ 5 4l

Allah is the illuminator of the heavens and the earth.

Think over the fact that since He has given light to all
these creations, He has the power to snatch away their
light as happens when a solar or lunar eclipse takes
place. Allah ta‘ala is the one who placed juice in the
sugar-cane, He can take it away whenever He wills. In
our area we get a type of cane which is known as
bajhra. It does not have the slightest amount of juice in
it. It is given to animals to eat. It looks just like sugar
cane but has neither juice in it nor any sweetness. On
the other hand, we find juice and sweetness in sugar
cane. All this displays the perfection of Allah’s power.

Waves rise in the ocean. Allah ta‘ala is the one who
gives them motion. Scientists say that the rise in the
waves gives rise to the monsoon rains. If the waves do
not rise, there will be no monsoon. Allah ta‘ala causes
the waves to rise, and He is the one who sends down
rain. Hundreds of thousands of tons of water are raised
at a time. If there is a ship somewhere there at the
time, it totters and staggers; and even sinks at times.
Sometimes this is the cause for the sinking of ships.
They do not sink by mere waves. Rather, the constant
motion of the waves turns thousands of tons of water
into vapour which rises up, causes a vacuum and
sinks the ship.

Allah ta‘ala is the creator of waves and He alone is the
creator of the vapour. It then receives a direct order
from Allah ta‘ala to go to a certain place and to rain
down on it. It will move to the place to which it is
commanded, that is where you will experience the
monsoon and that is where rain will come down. As for
the place where it is not ordered to go, it will neither go
there nor rain on it. This is why some regions receive
rains and others do not. There are no rains in our area
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at present. Everyone is saying that Allah ta‘ala is
displeased with us. It is raining everywhere but not in
Allahabad. Listen! The moon, the sun, the clouds, the
rains — everything is subservient to Allah’s order. He
alone causes the wind to blow and instructs it in which
direction it must blow. There is no power to stop it.
These are the powers of Allah ta‘ala over which we
ought to ponder and reflect.

An Astonishing Display of Allah’s Power

I was gone to South Africa just recently. While
returning from Durban, the city of Mukarram Hafiz
Ayyub Kadwa Sahib, people showed us a point where
the sea level is higher than the ground level. I myself
perceived it.

Hadrat Maulana Ahmadullah Sahib of Rander, Gujarat
said in one of his lectures: O people! Just ponder! The
sea level is higher than the ground level. Logic
demands that the water must flow onto the ground
because it is lower. Despite this, the water does not
come onto the ground, it remains in its place. What
power of Allah ta‘ala that the ocean is higher than us.
Just one wave must come across and we will all drown.
But no, it is Allah’s order that it must not cross over by
even one inch. This is why the waves remain in their
place. In fact, we can say that that is where the life of
the waves ends. All this is by the power of Allah ta‘ala.
A Sufi said: We are waves. As long as we are in motion,
we are alive. Once we stop moving, we are dead. In
other words, as long as a seeker continues with his
good actions, he is alive. Once he stops, death
overtakes him. Glory to Allah! What a beautiful
example.

My dear friends and elders! Just think about all the
bounties which Allah ta‘ala showered us with. Still we
do not value them. Allah ta‘ala blessed us with wealth.
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In fact He is so generous that although He blessed us
with good health, time and so on, we do not appreciate
them. A Hadith of Mishkat Sharif states:
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There are two bounties which have really deceived
people: good health and free time.

These two are very great bounties. Shah ‘Abd al-‘Aziz
Sahib rahimahullah wrote that good health is from
among the causes of guidance. Can you do anything if
you do not have good health? You cannot even study,
you cannot read the Qur’an. This is why we must make
du‘a’ for good health. Make du‘a’ for my good health as
well.

My dear friends and elders! We must be conscious of
the fact that Allah ta‘ala blessed us with good health
and comfort in our livelihood. We have to value and
appreciate these bounties. Every single moment is
valuable. Spend it in pondering and reflecting. How
much worship can one engage in? The most he can do
is six, eight or ten hours. However, we have to be in
worship for 24 hours. So how are we going to do it? We
will do it through pondering and reflection. The
worship of Hadrat Yanus ‘alayhis salam equalled that
of all the people of the world. The ‘ulama’ objected: How
can this be possible? They were told: It equalled that of
all the people of the world through pondering and
reflection.

Some people do a bit of outward worship and think
that they are doing a lot. However, we should not scorn
anyone because his worship may well be in the form of
pondering and reflection. A moment’s reflection is
better than a year’s amount of worship. This is why no
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one should criticize another, look down on another, or
consider one’s self to be great.

Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam states in a
Hadith:
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If a person possesses these two qualities, he will be
recorded as a thankful and patient person by Allah
ta‘ala. One is of the person who looks at those who are
above him in Dini matters and emulates them. The other
is of the person who looks at those who are below him
materially and therefore thanks Allah ta‘ala for His
favours on him.

My dear friends and elders! This is the way to reach
Allah ta‘ala. 1t is an internal government which is in
motion all the time. Everything is before Allah ta‘ala.
Everything is being recorded. No act of ours is
overlooked. In this world, the most highly educated
person can overlook something. But there is no
possibility of this in the court of Allah ta‘ala. There is
an equal recording of every minor and major thing.
There is not the slightest possibility of excesses and
shortfalls. Allah ta‘ala says in this regard:
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Everything, be it small or big, has been written down.!

We will find every single thing noted and recorded in
Allah’s court. Yes, it is another matter if Allah ta‘ala

1 Strah al-Qamar, 54: 53.
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pardons someone or wipes off his record out of His
grace and kindness. However, the angels cannot
overlook it, they cannot display shortcomings in this
regard.

My dear friends and elders! The respite, free time and
good health which Allah ta‘ala gave us are all through
His kindness. It is also a great favour that we received
a bounty like Ramadan. It is indeed a very great favour.
We are performing tarawih salah, we are fasting, we are
reading the Qur’an — are these not favours? May Allah
ta‘ala enable us to appreciate them. Amin.

Our pious elders used to be very concerned about their
rectification. Look at the concern of Hadrat ‘Umar
radiyallahu ‘anhu. One day he said to Hadrat
Hudhayfah radiyallahu ‘anhu: “O Hudhayfah! Did
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam say anything
about hypocrisy with reference to me?” Hadrat ‘Umar
was from among those ten Sahabah radiyallahu
‘anhum who were given glad tidings of Paradise in this
world. Furthermore Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam said with reference to him:
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If there was to be a Prophet after me it would have been
‘Umar.

What a great glad tiding yet look at how he used to fear
hypocrisy. It was due to this fear that he received such
high and lofty ranks. We learn from this that this path
is a path of fear, humility and humbleness; not of
fearlessness and audaciousness. It is a path of self-
obliteration, not of self-conceit.

In his explanation of the following verse:
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We have passed for you a manifest decision.!

A scholar wrote that despite this glad tiding,
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam used to spend
lengthy periods of the night in intense worship to the
extent that his feet used to get swollen. A verse of this
nature ought to be conveyed to such a personality who
— despite this glad tiding — bears fatigue in worshipping
Allah ta‘ala. This lofty position cannot be conferred to
every Tom, Dick and Harry who thinks that there is no
need for worship now that he has received the glad
tiding of forgiveness. Such a person will be considered
to be an insincere seeker, in fact, a worshipper of his
desires.

Look at the extent of Hadrat ‘Umar’s fear despite being
the Amir al-Mu’minin and from among the ‘Asharah
Mubashsharah. When he asked Hadrat Hudhayfah
radiyallahu ‘anhu about his hypocrisy, the two began
crying. Hadrat ‘Umar radiyallahu ‘anhu began crying
because he feared hypocrisy. Hadrat Hudhayfah
radiyallahu ‘anhu began crying because he thought to
himself that if ‘Umar radiyallahu ‘anhu — who is the
Amir al-Mu’'minin and has so many other accolades —
can fear hypocrisy, ordinary people like us ought to
fear it even more. Imam Ghazzali rahimahullah writes
in Thya’ al-‘Ulum:
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Ibn Abt Mulaykah relates: I met 130 or 150 Companions
of Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam all of whom
feared hypocrisy.

1 Strah al-Fath, 48: 1.
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These personalities feared hypocrisy lest there is a
contradiction between their internal and external
selves, Dbetween their appearance and their
mannerisms. They were constantly thinking and
pondering over this. This was their mark of perfection
and not a sign of weakness.

In The Khangah of Hadrat ‘Umar

I heard this from Hadrat Maulana Shah Wasiyyullah
Sahib rahimahullah. The chief of Basra, Hadrat Ahnaf
ibn Qays, who was very eloquent went to Hadrat ‘Umar
radiyallahu ‘anhu. The latter was very impressed by his
eloquence and manner of speaking. Hadrat ‘Umar
radiyallahu ‘anhu said to him: “You must go into that
room and live there.” He kept him in that room for one
year. Hadrat ‘Umar radiyallahu ‘anhu used to go to him
daily to inquire about him and find out about his
wellbeing. He then called for him after one year and
said: “I suspected hypocrisy in you, this is why I kept
you here for one year and checked on you to see if the
trait of hypocrisy is in you. This is because you are a
very eloquent speaker and Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi
wa sallam said with reference to such people:
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The thing which I fear the most for my ummat is a
hypocrite who has an eloquent tongue.

i
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We learn from this that a person who has the gift of the
gab is suspected of hypocrisy. Rastlullah sallallahu
‘alayhi wa sallam said that he fears such a person the
most, i.e. with regard to his misguidance. The reason is
that one who is very eloquent can put the ummat onto
the path of deviation and misguidance through his
eloquence and style. Consequently, Hadrat ‘Umar
radiyallahu ‘anhu said to this person: “I suspected you
of hypocrisy on the basis of this Hadith. I kept you with
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me for one year so that I can convince myself. I am now
satisfied that you are a sincere person. You may now
return to your city.”

From this incident we also derive the origin of a
khanqah. Hadrat ‘Umar radiyallahu ‘anhu confined this
person in a room for one year for his rectification. The
Sufis refer to it as solitude. And where rectification
takes place, we call it a khangah. How, then, can this
be a bid‘at? We need a hospital for the rectification and
treatment of physical ailments. Now is there no need
for a place of treatment for spiritual ailments? Since no
importance is given to spiritual ailments, there is no
quest for a cure or good spiritual health. Whereas the
harms of spiritual ailments are more than those of
physical ailments. May Allah ta‘ala give us the
understanding and keep us attached to this task.
Amin.

Rectification of The External And Internal

My dear friends and elders! We will understand all
these things when there is a concern for rectification. If
a person wants to continue living as a freeman, he will
not understand anything. May Allah ta‘ala confer all of
us with a concern for rectification. May He develop a
worry for the rectification of our heart and character. If
there is a worry for it, its importance will be realized,
and then — Allah willing — rectification will certainly be
achieved.

When a person suffering from physical ailments gets
cured through the treatment of a physical doctor, will a
person suffering from spiritual ailments not be cured
through the treatment of a spiritual doctor, viz. the
masha’ikh and spiritual guides? This is more so when
the original expert specialist physician for this is
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. If we practise
on the prescriptions described to us by Rasulullah
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sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam, our spiritual maladies will
certainly be cured. If we practise on the pure Shari‘ah,
our external and internal selves will also be rectified.
Allah ta‘ala says:
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Abstain from external sins and internal sins.

This is how we will develop perfection within us and
acquire proximity and acceptance in Allah’s court. May
Allah ta‘ala inspire us all in this regard. Let’s make
du‘a’

5325 S i e pu\) EEll (IRl O A A
Bass J ch \33}3}3 Bl Jfa‘i’gﬂ\.” ’.\ng 4 é‘j

-5 -

125 4 \;).\éb‘i“j

O Allah! We all have displayed many shortcomings,
pardon them all. Rectify us by Your grace and
kindness. O Allah! Fill our hearts with Your love and
recognition. I[lluminate our hearts with Your
remembrance. O Allah! Bestow us with every type of
wellness. Safeguard us against all calamities and
hardships. O Allah! Keep us all firm and steadfast on
the straight path. O Allah! Make it such that we
consider all worldly bounties to be insignificant in the
face of the bounty of Din. Let us consider the bounty of
Din to be the best bounty. Let us consider the bounty
of iman to be the greatest bounty. O Allah! Make it
such that no one can move us from 1man, to make us
shaky in our iman. O Allah! Keep our sons and
daughters steadfast on Din and continue the chain of
iman until the day of Resurrection. O Allah! Bless us
and our succeeding progenies with a life of piety and
purity. O Allah! Do not allow any misguided person to
deviate us. O Allah! Protect us from the evils,
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tribulations and destructions of these destructive
technological inventions. Protect our gazes. Protect our
ears. Protect our hearts. Protect our thoughts. Make
our intellects, minds and every part of our body
subservient to the Shari‘ah. Amin.
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RASULULLAH’S THREE PIECES OF ADVICE

9th Ramadan al-Mubarak 1424 A.H.
Musjid of Dar al-‘Ulim Kantariyah
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Synopsis of The Lecture

Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam gave three
pieces of advice:

(1) When you stand up to perform salah, perform it like
a person who is bidding farewell. What a beautiful
piece of advice! This is a very important point in
tasawwuf. This is what is taught here. That is, develop
humility in salah. Salah is a bond which attaches the
slave to his Master. Thus, perform it well and in its
correct manner.

(2) Do not say something for which you will have to
apologize tomorrow.

(3) Do not have any hope whatsoever as regards
whatever wealth and possessions people have.
Whatever problems we see today are on account of
hopes. Every person has hopes in his brother, in his
uncle and so on. When he experiences anything which
is against his hope, it results in ill-feeling and will be a
cause of mutual enmity and antagonism. If you do not
have hope in any one and then you acquire something,
be grateful to Allah ta‘ala. But if you harbour hopes
and the contrary of what you hoped for happens, it will
result in grief, it will cause you to feel constricted, there
will be no contentment in the heart. Once grief enters
the heart, your mutual relationships will be spoilt. This
will result in fighting and killing. Finally this will go to
court. This is why Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam cut off this evil from its roots by saying that we
must have no hopes whatsoever in whatever people
possess. The more the absence of hope, the more peace
and tranquillity you will experience.
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My dear friends and elders! Last night I spoke about a
short Hadith in which Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam gave three pieces of advice. Today I quoted
another Hadith which also contains three pieces of
advice. In the previous Hadith Rasulullah sallalliahu
‘alayhi wa sallam was asked about salvation. In the
present Hadith Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam
is asked for a short piece of advice. The previous
Hadith spoke about how salvation can be gained, how
one can gain salvation in this world and in the
Hereafter. This question on salvation refers to an all-
encompassing salvation. It does not, for example, refer
to salvation from an illness only, or from poverty only.
Rather, it refers to all forms of salvation. Rasulullah
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam listed three points which
you people most probably remember.
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There Are No Formalities in Islam

This second Hadith is of a similar nature. Its
translation follows:

Hadrat Abu Ayyub Ansari radiyallahu ‘anhu narrates
that a person came to the blessed presence of
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam and said: “O
Rasulullah! Advise me but be brief.” Look at the
simplicity and informality of the Sahabah radiyallahu
‘anhum. If a person were to go to a shaykh and say:
“Teach me a wazifah but let it be a short one”, the
shaykh would reply: “You worthless fellow! You want a
wazifah and you also voicing your opinion!?” On the
other hand, the Sahabah radiyallahu ‘anhum did not
have any airs. There were no informalities and
pretences in their lives. They would say to Rasulullah
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam whatever they had to say,
and he would listen to them happily. Sometimes he
would even smile. We can therefore say that our Din is
very simple. It is absolutely pure from formalities and
pretences.

Hadrat Shah Wali Allah Sahib Muhaddith Dehlawi
rahimahullah writes: “Affiliation with the Sufis is a very
great bounty and favour. However, they have no regard
for customs and norms. They will not tell you to sit like
this, or lean like that, or place a pillow like that. They
do not bother about such customs. Each person can do
according to his temperament. He can do according to
the need. Yes, he must never do anything against the
Sunnah.”

On one occasion I went to visit Hadrat Maulana
Masihullah Khan Sahib rahimahullah in Jalalabad. A
bolster pillow was placed by his head side and a carpet
was laid on which he was seated. However, he was not
leaning against the pillow. He said: “The pillow is left
here so that I can lean on it whenever there is a need.
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It does not mean that if the pillow is placed there, one
has to essentially lean on it. He may lean on it
whenever he feels the need for it.” What a beautiful
point! Hadrat Masihul Ummat rahimahullah was
himself a very simple person. Generally all our
masha’ikh were like that.

Formalities Are Hallmarks of Non-Arabs

All these formalities are from non-Arabs not from
Arabs. All praise is due to Allah ta‘ala we see the
informalities of Arabs here in Gujarat. This quality is
not to be found where I come from. I say to my people:
“My temperament in this matter has become like the
Gujaratis. This is why I do not like formalities.” In
short, the traces of Arab culture are to be found in
Gujarat. All thanks are due to Allah ta‘ala that many
people from my area come here to Gujarat and are very
impressed by the simplicity which they see. Even now,
the temperament of Arabs is a simple one. However,
when their interactions with non-Arabs increased,
formalities increased.

Ibn ‘Abbas’s Advice to His Student

Hadrat Ibn ‘Abbas radiyallahu ‘anhu said to his
student, ‘Tkramah:
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O ‘Tkramah! You must relate Hadith to people just once
a week. If they ask for more, then twice a week. If they
insist on more, then three times a week. But do not do
it more than that so that they do not start disregarding
the Qur’an on account of Hadith because the Qur’an is
the original source, and Hadith comes after it.

I was saying that Shah Wali Allah Sahib Dehlawi
rahimahullah said that the affiliation of the Sufis is a
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great bounty but there is no regard for customs. He
also said: “People may be offended by what [ am saying
but I am not bothered. This is why I am compelled by
Allah ta‘ala to convey these facts and this task has
been delegated to me by Allah ta‘ala.” Even in those
days, Shah Sahib rahimahullah suspected disapproval
from the Sufis. This is why he wrote this.

My dear friends! Now listen to what I have to say about
the Hadith which I read to you. A Sahabi came to
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam and said:

5235 (e
Teach me, but be brief.

The narration of Musnad Ahmad states:
52015 sk
Advise me, but be brief.

Similarly, another Sahabi had also said the same thing
on a different occasion. In other words: O Rasulullah!
There are many things to be done in the Shari‘ah, show
me something which I could continue doing.
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said: Your
tongue must remain moist with the remembrance of
Allah ta‘ala.

This reply covers everything. What an excellent reply —
your tongue must be moist with the dhikr of Allah
ta‘ala. How will the tongue remain moist with the dhikr
of Allah ta‘ala? That is when you really engage in His
remembrance. If you are going to refer to it as a bid‘at,
where will you ever receive this bounty? There are some
people who say that this dhikr and other associated
practices are all bid‘at. I say: These people are the
impotent people of this path, they have no taste
whatsoever. As the saying goes:
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If a person has not tasted a certain thing, he will never
know its taste.

Come onto this path and then you will learn what type
of taste and enjoyment there is in it. If a person has
never tasted sweetmeats, what will he know of its
taste? Similarly, when people look from a distance, they
see hardships in this path. However, once they come
close, they themselves will perceive its sweetness.
There is sweetness in the remembrance of Allah ta‘ala.
There is sweetness in saying Sub-hanallah. Shah ‘Abd
al-‘Aziz Sahib rahimahullah wrote in his explanation to
the following verse:
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Whenever they will be provided with any fruit there from
as a sustenance, they will say: “This is exactly what we
had received prior to this.”!

Whenever the dwellers of Paradise are given a fruit to
eat, they will say: “We have already eaten this.”

‘Allamah Baydawil rahimahullah and others raise a
question to this. He says that the word kullama — which
means whenever — comes for repetition whereas when a
Paradise dweller is given a fruit for the first time, the
word “whenever” cannot apply to him because he never
ate it the first time. How, then, will he say: “This is
what we had been given previously”? There are many
people in the world who have never tasted certain
fruits.

Shah Sahib rahimahullah writes in reply to this: There
is no Muslim who did not say Sub-hanallah, al-

1 Strah al-Baqarah, 2: 25.
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Hamdulillah. The taste and enjoyment which he
experiences from saying these words will take the form
of a fruit in Paradise. He will then say: I already
received the taste of this in the world. When I had said
Sub-hanallah, 1 had received this taste. When I had
said al-Hamdulillah, 1 had received this taste. When I
had said Allahu Akbar, 1 had received this taste.

The Salam And Message of Hadrat Ibrahim

When Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam went on
Mi‘raj, Hadrat Ibrahim ‘alayhis salam said: “O
Muhammad! Convey my salam to your ummat (it is
stated that we must reply to his salam) and say to
them that there are still many bare fields in Paradise.
Their trees are your Sub-hanallah and al-Hamdulillah.”
We must say Sub-hanallah, al-Hamdulillah in
abundance so that we may have many trees and
orchards in Paradise. When a person wants to start a
farm or orchard in this world, it takes him very long. It
takes even longer for the trees to bear fruit. But here
the situation is that say Sub-hanallah, al-Hamdulillah
now, and a fruit-bearing tree is immediately there for
you. If you die now, you can go and eat of it.

Three Types of People

Take the following example: A person goes to an
embassy to obtain a visa. There are three types of
people as regards such an application: (1) One who is
given a visa without hesitation. He returns happily and
we can make out from his face that he received his
visa. (2) A person is asked to remain seated for some
questioning and investigation. He is made to sit there.
(3) The one who is refused blankly. He comes back with
a sad face.

Similar is the case with Allah ta‘ala. My dear friends!
The path is completely open for some people and it
continues opening for him as he proceeds. He is known
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as a salik. The other is the one who is stopped. He is
known as a wagqif. His matter is in the balance - like
the visa applicant who 1is delayed for further
investigation. The third is known as the rgji‘ - the one
who goes back - like the one who is refused a visa
there and then.

Allah Does Not Need a Minister And Advisor

The ‘ulama’ state that Allah ta‘ala is completely self-
sufficient, He does not need angels. These angels who
are on our shoulders and recording our deeds, they are
there for our understanding. Just as we record things
in order to preserve them, the angels are recording our
deeds. Allah ta‘ala neither needs any angels nor any
scribes. He does not need a minister nor an advisor. He
is totally and completely independent and self-
sufficient. He is totally autonomous as regards His self.

SLal AT anl e 3

Say: He, Allah, is one. Allah is independent.!
Rasulullah’s First Piece of Advice

My dear friends! The first piece of advice which
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam gave is that
when you stand up for salah, perform it like a person
who is about to depart. What an excellent advice! It is a
very important point in tasawwuf. This is what is
taught here. That is, develop humility in salah. Salah is
a bond which attaches the slave to his Master. Thus,
perform it well and in its correct manner.

There were many people in the past who used to pass
away while performing tarawih salah. Many of our
‘ulama’ passed away in this way. Hadrat Maulana
Minnatullah Rahmani Sahib rahimahullah also passed

1 Sarah al-Ikhlas, 112: 1-2.
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away while in tarawih salah. I personally saw a person
passing away while in tarawih salah. Incidents of this
nature take place periodically.

The first thing which Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam said was:
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When you stand up to perform salah perform it like a
person who is about to bid farewell.

What a Dbeautiful piece of advice and what
comprehensive words! The best of Arabic linguists and
litterateurs cannot produce a comprehensive statement
like this. What a superb thing Rasulullah sallallahu
‘alayhi wa sallam said in a few words. This was after all
his peculiarity. He himself said:
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I have been given comprehensive words.

In other words, I say in a few words something which
has a lot of meaning.

Concern For Increasing One’s Book of Deeds

If you perform your salah like a person who is about to
depart, you will certainly feel that you ought to read it
better than normal, that you ought to read it with
humility. Hadrat Junayd Baghdadi rahimahullah is
considered to be the chief of the Sufis. It is related that
his time of passing away had drawn near and he was
reading the Qur’an in that condition. One of his murids
came in and said: “O Abul Qasim! Have mercy on your
self. You are in so much pain and you are busy reading
the Qur’an!?” He replied: “Look! My book of deeds is
getting rolled up. Who is not in need of reading the
Qur’an at such a time? I want that as many good deeds
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as possible be recorded in it. I am reading the Qur’an
out of my desire for this, so that there are additions to
the records in my book of deeds.”

You see! It is the time of departure, yet he is so
concerned about his deeds. Even in such a condition
[of departure from the world], these personalities’
hearts and minds used to be sound and normal.

There Still Are a Few Moments

A Sufi was close to leaving this world so Shaytan came
to him and said: “Congratulations to you that you are
departing while you were saved from the tricks and
plots of Shaytan.” He replied: “I am not saved as yet. I
still have a few moments, I can be misguided in these
moments as well. If I assume that I am saved from your
plot and am liberated from you, then this plot of yours
to lead me astray will be successful. Therefore, if this
moment passes with iman and I leave this world with
iman, only then will I be convinced that I am leaving
while I was saved from your plot.”
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O Allah! I ask You for a self which is satisfied with You,
which has conviction in meeting You, which remains
happy with Your decree, and which is satisfied with
Your gifts.

The only successful person is the one whose life ends
with iman. There is no success before that.

The Condition of Two Men of Allah

Hadrat Maulana Muhammad ‘Al Maungeri
rahimahullah was a very great personality, he was the
founder of Nadwatul ‘Ulama’. Someone asked him:
“Hadrat, how are you feeling?” He replied: “What can I



Rasilullah’s Three Pieces of Advice 191

tell you! I am between fear and hope. When I die with
iman and gain entry into Paradise, then you must ask
me how I am.” Hadrat Maulana Shah Wasiyyullah
Sahib rahimahullah used to relate this incident very
often. His condition was also the same. On one
occasion we all assumed that it was Hadrat’s final
moments, it seemed as if he was in the throes of death.
He recovered a bit after a short while and said to us: “I
was just thinking that the condition in which I am
departing is not a good condition. I was saying to
myself in my heart: O Allah! Change this condition.”
Thus we see that Hadrat also felt that it was his final
moment, this is why he made du‘a’ and got life. We are
convinced that Allah ta‘ala took him from this world in
a state of iman. He was going for hajj and departed
from this world on the way. Can there be a better death
than that! He will continue receiving the reward for hajj
forever.

My dear friends and elders! The first piece of advice
which Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam gave was
that you must perform salah as though you are about
to depart. We must be able to meet Allah ta‘ala in a
condition in which He is happy and pleased with us. He
will only be pleased with iman and good deeds.

Rasulullah’s Second Piece of Advice

The second piece of advice given by Rasulullah
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam is:

Do not say something for which you will have to
apologize.

This is similar to the other Hadith which we had
spoken about:
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Restrain your tongue.

When a person restrains and controls his tongue, he
will not have to feel ashamed later on and apologize to
people. A person utters something and people latch
onto it and say that he said such and such thing. Many
senior people do these things. They say something and
then turn around and claim that the press and media
said it. Those who read the newspapers will know what
I am talking about. We must not utter something for
which we will have to apologize tomorrow. If people
were to ask you tomorrow, how could you have said
such a thing? Then you will have to apologize to them,
you will have to speak lies. This will destroy your
honour and respect.

This advice applies to everyone. Rasulullah sallallahu
‘alayhi wa sallam was not sent as a Prophet to us only.
He was sent for the entire world. This includes
America, Britain, Russia, China and everyone else.
These people are also addressed in this piece of advice.
It is not for only one Sahabi but for the entire
humanity. Whether they are Jews, Christians or
idolaters, everyone is addressed. If we practise on this
today, there will be peace in the world.

The Evil Consequences of Immorality

I go quite often to Zambia. There is large Christian
graveyard there which is filled with graves. The
Muslims also have a small graveyard nearby but it is
empty although there is a considerable number of
Muslims there. Nowadays there is a fatal illness known
as aids. Countless people succumb to this illness daily,
and almost all of them are Christians. I said: “They
know that they catch this illness because of such and
such reasons, why do they not put a stop to the
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causes?” The people said to me: “If they put a stop to
the causes, the Christian religion will come to an end.”
Homosexuality and adultery are common there, and
this is the main cause of this illness. The president’s
son was also afflicted by it and died. These are the
conditions there. When frivolity and immorality become
common, these are the consequences. Worldly peace
will be snatched away, there will be no worldly
tranquillity.

‘Allamah Ibn Qayyim’s Investigation
‘Allamah Ibn Qayyim rahimahullah says:
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Were it not for prophet-hoods, livelihoods and the
afterlife would all be rendered baseless.

Because people are not practising on the teachings of
prophet-hood today and because the light of prophet-
hood is not being accepted, there is darkness and doom
everywhere. No one anywhere has any peace. We
ourselves do not have peace. Even the Muslims of
today are restless and worried. The reason for this is
that the Qur’an and Hadith have been cast aside.

Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam was sent as a
mercy for the entire universe as stated by the Qur’an:
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We have not sent you but as a mercy to the worlds.!

If the path of mercy is going to be discarded, how will
we receive mercy? It will result in nothing but problems
and worries. My dear friends and elders! This is why I
say that the Qur’an and Hadith are for everyone, not

1 Stirah al-Ambiya’, 21: 107.
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for Muslims only. Peace and tranquillity are to be found
in them. If the world adopts them today, peace and
tranquillity will pervade the entire world.

Rasiilullah’s Third Piece of Advice

The third piece of advice which Rasulullah sallallahu
‘alayhi wa sallam gave was:
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Do not have any hope whatsoever as regards whatever
wealth and possessions people have.

Whatever problems we see today are on account of
hopes. Every person has hopes in his brother, in his
uncle and so on. When he experiences anything which
is against his hope, it results in ill-feeling and will be a
cause of mutual enmity and antagonism. If you do not
have hope in any one and then you acquire something,
be grateful to Allah ta‘ala. But if you harbour hopes
and the contrary of what you hoped for happens, it will
result in grief, it will cause you to feel constricted, there
will be no contentment in the heart. Once grief enters
the heart, your mutual relationships will be spoilt. This
will result in fighting and killing. Finally this will go to
court. This is why Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam cut off this evil from its roots by saying that we
must have no hopes whatsoever in whatever people
possess. The more the absence of hope, the more peace
and tranquillity you will experience.

How to Acquire The Love of The Creator And The Creation

A Sahabi asked Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam:
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Show me a deed which if I do, Allah ta‘ala will love me
and people will also love me. Rasulullah sallallahu
‘alayhi wa sallam said: Be abstinent in the world and
Allah will love you. Abstain from what people possess
and people will love you.

We can only acquire Allah’s love when we present all
our needs solely to Allah ta‘ala. But if we want the love
of the creation, we will have to do the opposite, i.e. we
must sever all our hopes from them, only then will they
love us. The more independent a person is of the
creation and the more hopes he cuts off from them, the
more respect and dignity Allah ta‘ala will place in their
hearts for the person. The reason why the genuine
masha’ikh enjoy general acceptance by the people is
that the people know that they are not in need of their
wealth, rather we are in need of their Din. In fact, we
also need them [masha’ikh] for our worldly needs. If
this was not the case, they would not even receive any
blessings and benefit from the masha’ikh.

Two Prerequisites For Interacting With People
Hadrat Shah Wali Allah rahimahullah writes:
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Be companionable to people on two conditions: (1) Sever
all hopes from what they possess. (2) Display good
character with everyone.

Such was the rank of Hadrat Shah Wali Allah Sahib
rahimahullah because all these Ahadith were before
him. He was a reviver of Din. This is why whatever he
said was derived from the Qur’an and Hadith. He says
that together with cutting off all hopes in people, you
must interact with them with good character. In the
process of severing hopes from people, you must not
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allow yourself to become stern and ill-mannered. He
says further on that if someone is harsh towards you
despite your good character towards him, then it stems
from his internal wickedness. It is his vileness that is
urging him towards antagonism.

Hadrat Shah Wali Allah Sahib rahimahullah also
penned the criterion for good character. He says that
good character will be based on the rank of different
people. Ordinary people will be happy with a little
consideration while senior people will need additional
respect.

Hadrat Muslihul Ummat’s Practice

It was a special practice of our Hadrat Maulana Shah
Wasiyyullah Sahib rahimahullah to ask everyone about
their wellbeing when he was walking on the road.
People think of Hadrat to this day and say: “Hadrat
would always inquire about our wellbeing.” He
obviously did this because of his good character so that
people may become inclined to him, come close to him,
and learn about Din from him.

The Gist of The Talk

Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam mentioned
three points in this Hadith. The first thing he said was
that when you stand up to perform salah, perform it
like a person who is departing from this world. People
generally complain about not being able to develop
humility in salah and ask what they should do. I do not
think there is a greater treatment than this, i.e.
consider each salah to be your final salah, as though
you are departing from this world. Allah willing,
humility and concentration in salah will develop in this
way. The prescriptions of all the pious elders can be
placed one side and this one single treatment of
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam on the other
side. What an excellent treatment Rasulullah sallallahu
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‘alayhi wa sallam gave! A person will most certainly
develop some sort of humility and concentration in
salah if he practises on this.

We are standing before Allah ta‘ala, we are standing
with our faces in front of His House, yet our hearts are
turned away from Him. This is a most astonishing and
sorry state of affairs. The ‘ulama’ have written that
when you stand up for salah, then just as your face is
in the direction of the Ka‘bah, your heart must be
focussed on the Lord of the Ka'bah. This is what is
meant by humility in salah.

My dear friends! It is essential for us to develop
humility and concentration in salah. Every person does
not have humility in salah. Shaykh ‘Abd al-Haq
Muhaddith Dehlawi rahimahullah has written that if a
person focuses on Allah ta‘ala in the beginning of
salah, then — Allah willing — his entire salah will have
humility and concentration. Based on this, we must
make full efforts to ensure that our intention is in line
with the Sunnah, we say the takbir tahrimah according
to the Sunnah. Through the blessings of this, our salah
will enjoy acceptance in Allah’s court.

The second piece of advice was that we should not say
anything for which we will have to apologize tomorrow.
I spoke briefly on this already.

The third piece of advice is also most excellent, viz. do
not have hopes in people. The root of all problems is
having hopes in others. When what we hoped for does
not materialize, it results in ill-feeling and disputes.

This was a short Hadith which I explained to a certain
extent. I had another topic in mind, but then I thought
to myself that since I have already explained a similar
Hadith yesterday, let me explain another Hadith which
will serve as an explanation for the previous one.
Subsequently, Allah ta‘ala enabled me to say
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something in this regard. May Allah ta‘ala inspire me to
practise on it and you people as well. I deliver a talk
through the blessings of your sincerity, whereas I do
not feel too well at times. This is why I request you to
make du‘a’ that Allah ta‘ala blesses me with good
health and strength. Sometimes [ feel very weak.
Previously I never felt so weak, but now I experience
extreme debility. I feel unbearably thirsty. Although I
had kept fast previously in May and June, I never felt
this way. Now I feel thirsty even in winter. Ramadan
will once again come in May and June. It is possible
that we may depart from this world before that. I am in
so much of pain at present that I cannot even speak.
Make du‘a’ Allah ta‘ala blesses me with good health
and strength. May He instil me with sincerity so that
whatever work of Din we are doing can continue. May
Allah ta‘ala — through His grace and kindness — enable
you to benefit, confer me with rewards, and make this
a means of goodness for me. Amin. Let’s make du‘a’
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O Allah! Bless us with wellbeing. Give us all perfect
health. Give us complete salvation from every physical
and spiritual ailment. Rectify our hearts. Rectify our
character. Set right our matters of the Hereafter. O
Allah! Inspire us to act on all that would please You.
Bless us with Your love and bond. [lluminate our
hearts through the light of dhikr. O Allah! Maintain
this khanqgah, let there be benefit to Din from here,
bless everyone with Your consciousness and faith in
You. O Allah! Reward all the administrators of this
khangah and all those who help it in whatever way
possible. O Allah! Bless those who have come here with



Rasilullah’s Three Pieces of Advice 199

total blessings from this khanqgah. Develop within them
an affinity with spiritual matters. O Allah! Create in
them a concern for rectification. Set right their affairs
of the Hereafter. O Allah! Bless them with wellness in
Din and in their worldly matters. O Allah! Confer them
with every type of goodness. Inspire them with love for
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam and total
obedience to You. O Allah! Perpetuate the spiritual
chain which commenced with Rasulullah sallallahu
‘alayhi wa sallam and has come down to us. Enable it
to progress and let its goodness spread to the entire
world. O Allah! Shower its blessings to the whole world.
O Allah! Confer us with every type of wellness through
Your grace and kindness.
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BE HOPEFUL OF ALLAH'S MERCY

10th Ramadan al-Mubarak 1424 A.H.
Musjid of Dar al-‘Ulum Kantariyah
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Synopsis of The Lecture

Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam asked Allah
ta‘ala for mercy:
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O Allah! Bless me with mercy through which I may
acquire the honour of Your generosity in this world and
the Hereafter.

This is one of the du‘a’s which Hadrat Maulana Shah
Wasiyyullah Sahib rahimahullah taught especially to
me. We ought to be hopeful of Allah’s mercy all the
time. When Allah ta‘ala — through His grace - showers
His mercy on a person, he is definitely at peace in every
respect — whether Dini or worldly. Different conditions
will certainly come, hardships and worries will also be
experienced, but the heart will be content.

We cannot traverse Allah’s path on our own strength.
We need Allah’s help for it, we need His grace. This is
why our Hadrat Maulana Shah Wasiyyullah Sahib
rahimahullah used to say: “Bhai! Old people must make
this du‘a ‘O Allah! Have mercy on our old age. We
cannot traverse the path on our own. As long as You do
not show kindness to us, as long as Your mercy is not
with us, we cannot traverse the path.”

Hadrat Maulana Muhammad Ya‘qub Sahib Nanautwi
rahimahullah (who was the head teacher at Dar al-
‘Ulim Deoband and a teacher of Hakimul Ummat
Hadrat Maulana Thanwi rahimahullah) says: “Miya! The
path is so long that even if a person was given a
lifespan as long as Hadrat Nuh ‘alayhis salam, he will
not be able to complete the journey. However, if Allah’s
mercy is with him, he can traverse it in a single
moment.”
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Dear friends, elders and brothers! This is a part of a
lengthy Hadith which Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam included in a sermon before the arrival of the
month of Ramadan so that no part of this month is
passed in heedlessness. When people are informed of
something from before hand, they will certainly make
efforts to derive benefit from it. This is why Rasulullah
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam delivered a sermon before
the arrival of Ramadan. It is a sermon which I think
most people must have heard ‘ulama’ speaking about.
The sermon commences with these words:
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There has dawned upon you a mighty month.

“It is a blessed month. It contains a night which is
superior to a thousand months.” Rasulullah sallallahu
‘alayhi wa sallam then went into some details.

The section of the Hadith which I read at the beginning
came to my mind because tonight is the tenth night. It
is the night preceding the tenth day. In other words, it



Be Hopeful of Allah’s Mercy 203

is the last night of the ten nights of mercy. The thought
came to my mind that I should speak something about
it so that we may devote more attention to it. By Allah’s
will, you people are enthusiastic in this regard, have
knowledge of it, have recognized it, and also do
something with regard to it. However, it is our duty to
inform you of these things. It is possible that someone
may be neglectful. By speaking about it, he will come to
attention and - Allah willing — make efforts to fulfil its
rights.

The Ten Days of Mercy Refer to Special Mercy

My dear friends and elders! Rasulullah sallallahu
‘alayhi wa sallam divided this month into three parts of
ten days each. He described the first ten as a mercy.
What kind of mercy is this? What is the nature of this
mercy? It is only Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam who can tell us because we have always been
saying and hearing that Allah’s mercy is showered all
the time. It is showered in this world and will be sent
down in the Hereafter as well. No moment of a person’s
life is devoid of Allah’s mercy. If it were not for Allah’s
mercy, Shaytan would snatch us away and reduce us
to oblivion. Even these unbelievers would reduce us to
bits. It is solely through the shade of Allah’s mercy that
we are existing.

Continue Your Efforts Towards Rectification

Two years ago when I went for hajj, I also had the
opportunity of presenting myself in Madinah
Munawwarah. Hadrat Maulana ‘Ashiq Ilahi Sahib
rahimahullah was alive at the time. He was a
distinguished scholar who passed away recently.
Someone said to him: “Hadrat, all these calamities are
being experienced by the Muslims in the Indian city of
Kanpur. So many Muslims have been murdered and
the businesses of so many others have been set on
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fire.” He replied: “Bhai! This is nothing new. It has been
happening for the last 1 400 years and will continue
happening. Just continue making du‘a’ that Allah
ta‘ala is merciful and kind to us, and continue your
efforts for the rectification of your self.”

The Jews had conspired against Rasulullah sallallahu
‘alayhi wa sallam himself. They had seated him in a
certain place so that they could throw a rock on him
from above and put an end to his life. However, Allah
ta‘ala informed him of their plot through Jibril ‘alayhis
salam and he moved away from that place. This was
nothing but the mercy, affection and kindness of Allah
ta‘ala. We too are, up to now, protected by virtue of
Allah’s mercy. It is solely due to His mercy that He is
showering us with His favours. We ought to be
conscious of this mercy all the time. This is why we
must also continue making du‘a’ for mercy. We must
ask Allah ta‘ala to shower His special mercy on us and
to protect our lives, wealth and iman. Amin.

Rasulullah Asks For Mercy

Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam himself made
the following du‘a’

555315 Al g Sl 8 Grd & JBT i, ‘3l {22000

O Allah! Bless me with mercy through which I may
acquire the honour of Your generosity in this world and
the Hereafter.

This is one of the du‘a’s which Hadrat Maulana Shah
Wasiyyullah Sahib rahimahullah taught especially to
me. We ought to be hopeful of Allah’s mercy all the
time. When Allah ta‘ala — through His grace - showers
His mercy on a person, he is definitely at peace in every
respect — whether Dini or worldly. Different conditions
will certainly come, hardships and worries will also be
experienced, but the heart will be content.
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lliness — A Means of Progress

This world is a place of tribulation. Progress is achieved
through tribulation. There are many wisdoms and
hidden mysteries of Allah ta‘ala in all this. We cannot
understand these wisdoms and mysteries. When
hardship comes, there is wisdom in it as well. When
calamities befall us, there are wisdoms in them also.
Allah ta‘ala enables us to traverse many stations
through them. It is stated in the traditions that
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said:
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When man cannot reach a rank which Allah ta‘ala
decreed for him through his actions, Allah ta‘ala puts
him through a tribulation as regards his body or wealth.

The man then reaches that rank which had been
decreed for him. The reason is that illness creates
humbleness and servitude, and a person becomes
aware of his weakness. This is very much liked by Allah
ta‘ala.

Hadrat Mu‘awiyah’s Consciousness

Hadrat Mu‘awiyah radiyallahu ‘anhu was on his death
bed. He was extremely ill. He said: “I ruled for 20 years,
but now my condition is that I cannot even take this
sheet and cover myself.” His thinking in this way is no
ordinary thing. Just as worship takes one closer to
Allah ta‘ala, thinking of one’s helplessness [before Allah
ta‘alal and one’s vulnerability also takes one closer to
Allah ta‘ala. It is also one of the means of proximity to
Allah ta‘ala for you to believe that Allah ta‘ala is the
all-powerful while you are totally and absolutely
powerless. When we think that we have weaknesses
within us, we will recognize Allah’s might and power.
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The following statement of Hadrat Yahya ibn Mu‘adh
ar-Razi rahimahullah conveys the same message:
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The one who recognized his self has recognized his
Sustainer.

Old People Must Make This Du‘a’

We cannot traverse Allah’s path on our own strength.
We need Allah’s help for it, we need His grace. This is
why our Hadrat Maulana Shah Wasiyyullah Sahib
rahimahullah used to say: “Bhai! Old people must make
this du‘a ‘O Allah! Have mercy on our old age. We
cannot traverse the path on our own. As long as You do
not show kindness to us, as long as Your mercy is not
with us, we cannot traverse the path.”

If Allah’s Mercy is With Us...

Hadrat Maulana Muhammad Ya‘qub Sahib Nanautwi
rahimahullah (who was the head teacher at Dar al-
‘Ulim Deoband and a teacher of Hakimul Ummat
Hadrat Maulana Thanwi rahimahullah) says: “Miya! The
path is so long that even if a person was given a
lifespan as long as Hadrat Nuh ‘alayhis salam, he will
not be able to complete the journey. However, if Allah’s
mercy is with him, he can traverse it in a single
moment.”

A person cannot traverse the path to America or Britain
by his own strength. Certain means and causes are
needed for it. So do you think the path to Allah ta‘ala
will be traversed just like that!? Allah’s mercy is also
needed for this. This is why Rasulullah sallallahu
‘alayhi wa sallam made du‘a’ for Allah’s mercy:
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O Allah! Bless me with mercy through which I may
acquire the honour of Your generosity in this world and
the Hereafter.

Allah ta‘ala must confer us with the honour of His
generosity in this world and in the Hereafter. Even in
this world, we cannot do anything on our own. Only if
Allah ta‘ala gives us, can we achieve anything. As for
the Hereafter, there is no question whatsoever of us
acquiring anything there through our own power and
strength. It is only Allah’s rule and authority in the
Hereafter. There will be no pseudo authority or king
there. Therefore, if Allah ta‘ala does not give Din or
anything of this world to a person, he can do nothing
and achieve nothing. We must make du‘a’ that Allah
ta‘ala is merciful towards us in this world and in the
Hereafter. Amin.

As I was saying, mercy is being showered on us all the
time. So what is the meaning of Rasulullah’s
statement: “The first part of Ramadan is a mercy”? I
checked many books but could not find any particular
meaning. What does come to my mind is that Allah’s
special mercy must be descending on the first ten days
of Ramadan, and which Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi
wa sallam must have perceived. Allah’s mercy
descends all the time, but a special type of mercy
descends during these ten days which Rasulullah
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam felt and regarding which
he said:
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Reference is made to the fact that we should seek more
of Allah’s mercy during these days. Beg Allah ta‘ala for
more of His mercy. If Allah ta‘ala shows mercy on you,
you would have accomplished everything. This is why
you must seek Allah’s mercy during this period for
yourself and for all your fellow Muslims.
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O Allah! Rectify the ummah of Muhammad sallallahu
‘alayhi wa sallam. O Allah! Have mercy on the ummah
of Muhammad sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam.

Inspiration to do Good is Through Allah’s Mercy

Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said:
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No person will enter Paradise except by the mercy of
Allah ta‘ala. Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam
said this three times. The Sahabah asked: “Not even
you, O Rastulullah?” He placed his hand on his head
and said: “Not even I unless Allah ta‘ala engulfs me with
His mercy.”

This is the statement of Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi
wa sallam despite the fact that the Qur’an and Hadith
contain so much of encouragement towards good
deeds. The fact of the matter is that even the
inspiration to do good is through Allah’s mercy. If
Allah’s mercy is not with us, we will not be able to do
good. There are so many people who have the time to
remember Allah ta‘ala, they sit idle, yet they do not
engage in His remembrance. This too is a matter of
inspiration. When Allah ta‘ala inspires a person, only
then can he do good. If not, then as per the words of
Hadrat Maulana Shah Wasiyyullah Sahib
rahimahullah, this entire world is a maze. When man
falls into it, he cannot find a way out. He neither knows
the entry point nor the exit. Only the one to whom
Allah ta‘ala shows the way can find it. If not, man
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wanders about in this world aimlessly, and becomes
more and more deviated. There are so many highly
educated people, so many logicians and philosophers
who have not found the straight path. They wanted to
reach Allah ta‘ala through their knowledge, logic and
philosophy, but Allah ta‘ala could not tolerate this.
This is why they remained deprived of divine
inspiration, and this is why they remained misguided
forever.

Deprivation of Mercy

It is related in the Mathnawi that someone saw
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam in a dream so
he asked him: “What happened to such and such
shaykh?” Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam
replied: “He wanted to enter Paradise without me as an
intermediary. Allah ta‘ala did not permit him entry.”
We learn from this that we will receive Allah’s mercy
through Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. If a
person does not make Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam the means, he will be deprived of Allah’s mercy.
This is why we must continue making du‘a’ for mercy
and make obedience to Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi
wa sallam the hallmark of our life.

The Story of a Worshipper

This is a very well-known story which Hakimul Islam
Hadrat Maulana Qari Muhammad Tayyib Sahib
rahimahullah related in one of his lectures. There was a
worshipper who used to occupy himself in worship on a
mountain top. When he remained in this way for a long
period of time, inspiration was sent: “Admit this
worshipper into Paradise by virtue of My mercy.” He
said: “I have been striving so hard and toiling in Allah’s
worship on this mountain top for so long, and now I
will gain entry into Paradise just by His mercy!?” A
reply was given to him: “We had appointed a buck to



Be Hopeful of Allah’s Mercy 210

come and provide you with milk, caused a grape-vine to
grow nearby so that you could eat the grapes from it,
and caused a fountain to gush forth from which you
used to drink. If We did not make all these provisions,
how would you have continued your worship? You can
learn from this that it was Our mercy which was the
means for your worship. It was solely out of Our mercy
that you did all this.”

My dear friends and elders! Our coming here, engaging
in dhikr, reciting the Qur’an and so on are all solely
through Allah’s mercy. Were it not for His mercy, a
person could not achieve a single thing.

Hadrat Muslihul Ummat’s Statement

Some people used to write to Hadrat Muslihul Ummat
Maulana Shah Wasiyyullah Sahib rahimahullah saying:
“We will come to you in Ramadan.” But they would not
come. Hadrat used to say: “Allah’s mercy was not with
them, this is why they could not come. As for those
who have come, you must conclude that Allah’s
inspiration was with them, this is why they could come
here and listen to Dini talks. They freed their time to
imbibe and absorb Dini talks in their hearts, and to
engage in Allah’s dhikr. This is a great fortune because
only when Allah ta‘ala shows His grace on a person,
his heart will turn towards coming here and he will free
his time to come to the khanqgah.

Sitting in an Assembly of Dhikr

Just recently I read in Tafhimat Ilahiyyah that to sit in
assemblies of dhikr is a good fortune. ‘Allamah Nawaw1
rahimahullah writes that just as the virtue of dhikr is
proven, attending an assembly of dhikr is also
established.

Based on this, Mujaddid Alf Thani rahimahullah said:
“You must heat the assemblies of dhikr.” We learn from



Be Hopeful of Allah’s Mercy 211

this that just as we get individual dhikr, there ought to
be collective dhikr as well. Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi
wa sallam said:
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When you pass by the gardens of Paradise, you must
graze to your hearts content. The Sahabah asked: “What
are the gardens of Paradise?” He replied: “The
assemblies of dhikr.”

Sell Your House And Buy Kitab al-Adhkar

‘Allamah  Nawawl rahimahulldh was a  very
distinguished personality. His book Kitab al-Adhkar
goes into details on the subject of dhikr. I have quoted
parts of it in my book Riyad as-Salikin fi Ahadith
Sayyid al-Mursalin. I was actually going to translate the
entire book and had already translated some of it but
could not complete it. In the course of translating it, I
made mention of it to Hadrat Maulana Habib ar-
Rahman Sahib A‘zami rahimahulldh so he said:
“Allamah Nawawl was a very senior Hadith expert and
also an eminent Sufi. So you must most certainly
translate his book. It is a very important book.” There
is famous saying with regard to this book:

RS
Sell your house and buy Kitab al-Adhkar.

‘Allamah Nawaw1 rahimahullah encourages towards the
assemblies of dhikr.
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Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said: When a
group of people sit to remember Allah ta‘ala, the angels
most certainly surround them, mercy engulfs them,
tranquillity descends on them, and Allah ta‘ala makes
mention of them by those who are with Him.

If a person pays a little attention to these things he can
acquire immense benefit. Whether it be the assemblies
of dhikr or the studying and teaching of the Qur’an, if
people turn their attention to them, Allah ta‘ala most
certainly showers His mercies on them.

How to Acquire Real Happiness

It is said that three things are essential for the
acquisition of real happiness. (1) Safeguard your heart
against things which waste your time and destroy your
heart. (2) Adhere strictly to the Sunnah in every matter.
(3) Acquire the effulgence of emulating the Sunnah.

It is then stated that the first two are within a person’s
control. However, to acquire the effulgence of iman is
not within man’s control. It is bestowed by Allah ta‘ala,
it is a gift from Allah ta‘ala. The author of Mirgat states
that although the acquisition of the light of iman is not
within one’s control, its causes are within one’s control.
When a person opts for these causes, Allah ta‘ala will
shower His mercy on him and confer him with that
effulgence. Those who received Allah’s light and those
on whom Allah’s mercy descended were those who
followed the means and causes for their acquisition. In
fact, even the causes are bestowed by Allah ta‘ala
according to His mercy. Man can acquire nothing on
his own.

The elders write in their explanation of the following
verse:

(:’sgfiﬁ Q}ﬁi@



Be Hopeful of Allah’s Mercy 213

Remember Me and I will remember you.

Allah is between two remembrances. Allah ta‘ala
remembered us, so we were able to remember Him.
When we remembered Allah ta‘ala, Allah ta‘ala
remembered us with His mercy and kindness.

A pious elder said: “I come to know when Allah ta‘ala
thinks of me. When I remember Allah ta‘ala, I conclude
that Allah ta‘ala is thinking of me because He said:
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Remember Me and I will remember you.

Only when He gave me the inspiration to remember
Him was I able to remember Him.

Another elder said: I am able to realize when Allah
ta‘ala is pleased and when He is displeased, when He is
happy with me and when He is unhappy with me.
When my cow remains obedient, I conclude that Allah
ta‘ala is happy with me. When my cow jumps about
and is disobedient, I conclude that Allah ta‘ala is
displeased with me. The effects of obedience and
submission are seen on the creation. The same can be
said of disobedience.

A Du'a’ Displaying True Recognition of Allah

Man must be hopeful of Allah’s mercy at all times. May
Allah ta‘ala inspire us to do this. May He enable us to
beg of Him as much as possible. There are many
shortcomings in this regard. To beg of Allah ta‘ala is
also part of iman. It also displays our affirmation. The
more the iman and the affirmation, the more we will
enjoy making du‘a’ and the more we will focus on du‘a’.
The hardness in our hearts and the absence of
concentration have resulted in an absence of the
quality of crying and begging before Allah ta‘ala. Our
eyes do not obey us [in crying] because there is no
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concentration and focus in our hearts. It is as though
our eyes have dried up. Whereas Rasulullah sallallahu
‘alayhi wa sallam made a separate du‘a’ for this:
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O Allah! Endow me with eyes which tear profusely and
thereby drench the heart with flowing tears out of Your
fear; before the arrival of the time when tears turn into
blood and jaws turn into embers.

What a powerful du‘a’ of Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi
wa sallam! It is filled with cognition. It is a du‘d’
displaying servitude. In fact, I say that the du‘a’s of
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam are miracles in
themselves. No one else could ever have made these
du‘a’s. Only a Prophet could. Such a fine and focussed
sight could only be given to a Prophet.

Only Rasulullah Could Have Made Such a Distribution

Look at what a beautiful example Rasulullah sallallahu
‘alayhi wa sallam gave of a person who reads the
Qur’an. Look at the excellent manner in which he
distinguished between a person who reads the Qur’an
and one who does not! An Egyptian scholar by the
name of ‘Allamah ‘Abd al-‘Aziz Khauli writes in al-Adab
an-Nabawi that the distinction and differentiation
which Rastulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam made in
the following Hadith could only have been done by him,
and no one else. Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam said:
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The similitude of the believer who recites the Qur’an is
like that of a citron.! Its fragrance is beautiful and its
taste is good. The similitude of the believer who does not
recite the Qur’an is like that of a date. It has no
fragrance but its taste is good. The similitude of a
hypocrite who recites the Qur’an is like that of a basil
Its fragrance is beautiful but its taste is bitter. The
similitude of a hypocrite who does not recite the Qur’an
is like that of a colocynth.? It has no fragrance and its
taste is bitter.

In other words, the person who recites the Qur’an and
practises on it is like an orange which has an appealing
colour, a nice fragrance and a good taste. What a
beautiful example! There is good in it in all respects.
The person is reciting the Qur'an and, together with
that, setting right his actions and character. He is like
a complete and perfect person.

The second person is one who does actions but does
not recite the Qur’an. He is compared to dates which
contain sweetness but no fragrance. You can take the
best quality date or dry dates, they will have an
excellent taste but no fragrance. This person is like one
who has washed his heart with the water of Salsabil,3
but did not apply the perfume of recitation of the
Qur’an. This is why there will be no fragrance. You can

1 A fruit belonging to the citrus family with an aromatic rind,
similar to an orange.

2 Also known as a bitter apple.

3 Name of a fountain in Paradise.
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wear the best of garments, but no fragrance will
emanate from them. Fragrance will only emanate when
you apply perfume. Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam says that the person who sets right his actions
and character, has upright transactions and rectified
his mannerisms, but does not recite the Qur’an, then
although he is appealing, he is not fragrant. We learn
from this that a special fragrance emanates from a
person who recites the Qur’an and engages in the dhikr
of Allah ta‘ala.

The third person is one who recites the Qur'an but
does not practise on it. He is like the basil plant which
has a nice fragrance but is bitter in taste.

The above example encourages and urges us to develop
a fragrance within us. It warns us against having a
heart which has bitterness and corruption in it. In
other words, although a person is reciting the Qur’an,
he is not concerned about his rectification. This does
not mean that his rectification is not being realized on
account of reciting the Qur’an. Instead, he will have to
make a separate and special intention for rectification.
He will have to make special efforts in this direction.
The more a person strives for knowledge, the more he
acquires. In the same way, when he strives on good
deeds, they come into his life. When a person strives on
sincerity, it comes into him. If a person strives on good
character, he will develop good character.

The third thing which Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam spoke of is of the person who recites the Qur’an
but does not practise on it. He is like a basil which has
an appealing fragrance but bitter in taste. Hadrat
rahimahullah used to say: “Previously I wused to
occasionally keep the name Rayhanah for girls. But
ever since I read this Hadith, I just do not feel like
keeping this name for them because it is referred to in
a blameworthy sense in this context.”
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The fourth example given by Rasulullah sallallahu
‘alayhi wa sallam is of the one who neither recites the
Qur’an nor is his character in order. He is like a bitter
apple which has a bad taste and a foul smell. It is
neither tasty nor does it have any fragrance.

The Egyptian scholar, ‘Allamah ‘Abd al-‘Aziz Khauli,
then says: “O you of sound temperament! You must
decide in which of the four categories of people you
would like to include yourself in. I think you would like
to include yourself with the first group.”

I was speaking on the subject of the du‘a’s of
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. They are
based on absolute servitude and cognition. No one else
can ever think of such du‘a’s. It is only for a Prophet to
make du‘ad’s of this nature. Rasulullah sallallahu
‘alayhi wa sallam made the following du‘a’ “O Allah!
Endow me with eyes which tear profusely and thereby
drench the heart with flowing tears out of Your fear;
before the arrival of the time when tears turn into blood
and jaws turn into embers.”

The Peculiarities of Surah Yiisuf

Many themes are coming to my mind. There are so
many themes from Strah Yuasuf itself which are coming
to my mind at present. What can I say and what can I
leave out! Surah Yusuf is no ordinary surah. Allah
ta‘ala Himself refers to it as “the best of stories”. It
must not be read as a novel but as an admonition. The
injunctions, pieces of advice, wisdoms and admonitions
which it contains are beyond one’s imagination. The
‘ulama’ have written commentaries devoted to this one
strah alone.

Hadrat Maulana Shah Wasiyyullah Sahib rahimahullah
used to give special attention to this strah when he
used to teach it. May Allah ta‘ala reward Hadrat. He
used to teach surahs of this nature with particular
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importance. He used to focus more on the moral
aspects because these are mentioned to a large extent
in this strah. He used to say: “Look! The brothers of
Yuasuf ‘alayhis salam were the sons of Hadrat Ya‘qub
‘alayhis salam. But they were so antagonistic towards
their brother that they cast him in a well. Can this be
considered an act of good character? Most certainly
not. It stems from jealousy and malice. Hadrat Yasuf’s
only “fault” was that his father loved him more. This is
why they wanted to murder him and cast him into a
well. We learn from this that even the children of a
Prophet will only be rectified if they themselves have an
intention for rectification. If not, they can also succumb
to pride and jealousy.

Although there are differing discussions on whether
they [the brothers] were from the Auliya’ or not, this is
a different discussion. The matter which is clear to us
is that Hadrat Yusuf ‘alayhis salam was loved by his
father and this is why his brothers became his
enemies. This demonstrates jealousy, resentment and
pride. We also learn of their major plot and plan on
how to put an end to him. Nowadays we here of plots to
remove a certain government. This is how the brothers
also plotted. The brothers proved their absolute enmity
while Hadrat Yuasuf ‘alayhis salam demonstrated his
total patience and forbearance. He was lying in the well
when Hadrat Jibril ‘alayhis salam came to him and
asked: “Do you have any need for me?” He replied: “I do
have a need, but the one whom I need is aware of my
need. He is the one who will fulfil my need.” He said
this despite being of tender age.

Look! They are all the children of a Prophet, they only
have different mothers. But look at the difference in
their dispositions. All that the brothers can think of is
that Hadrat Yuasuf ‘alayhis salam must be removed
from the way, he must go far away, he is an obstacle in
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their path. On the other hand, Hadrat Yusuf’s
condition is that even when he is in the well, he was
totally content with absolute tauhid. This is why he
could say to Hadrat Jibril ‘alayhis salam that the one
whom I need is the one who will remove me from this
hardship.

Allah ta‘ala then removed him from the well. You all
probably know the events which followed. He was sold
for a cheap price because those who sold him did not
know his true worth. We learn from this that when a
person does not value a certain thing, he will sell it at a
cheap price. The Qur’an says in this regard:
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They were indifferent to him.!

However, the one who realized his value and worth took
him to the king. Allah ta‘ala then allowed him to reach
great heights. In the course of all this, many incidents
took place. The incident with Zulaykha took place. She
was the minister’s wife, she was in solitude with Hadrat
Yasuf ‘alayhis salam. She was young, and worst of all,
she desired him. However, Allah’s help and protection
was with him. Therefore, although he was a young
man, he did not incline towards her in the least. Allah
ta‘ala safeguarded him. When Allah ta‘ala protects a
person, then even if he is in the deepest of waters,
Allah ta‘ala will not allow him to drown. Even if he is in
a thousand fires, Allah ta‘ala protects him from
burning. The fact that he saved himself was in itself a
demonstration of his being divinely protected. If not, no
one could have saved himself from such a situation.
This is why we must constantly ask Allah ta‘ala for His
protection. We must always consider ourselves to be in

1 Sarah Yusuf, 12: 20.
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need of Him. His protection also centres around His
mercy and kindness.

Look at the severe tribulation which Hadrat Yuasuf
‘alayhis salam had to face. When he came out safe and
sound from it, he considered his success to be from
Allah’s mercy. He did not consider it to be his own
achievement. Rather, he believed his innocence to be
by the grace of Allah ta‘ala:
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I do not absolve my self; surely the self teaches evil
except those on whom my Sustainer has mercy.!

This was Allah’s mercy. Allah was merciful to him and
saved him. Mercy is not confined to making food
arrangements for the opening of the fast at the end of
the day. Rather, the real mercy is when Allah ta‘ala
safeguards our Din and supervises it. He protects our
iman. On this occasion when Zulaykha came before
Hadrat Yusuf ‘alayhis salam, Allah’s mercy protected
him. Allah ta‘ala Himself speaks about this in the
Qur’an as follows:
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She certainly sought him and he would have sought her
had he not seen the power of his Sustainer.?

In other words, there was an urge from both sides, but
Allah ta‘ala showed Hadrat Yusuf ‘alayhis salam His
power. The word burhan has been explained in many
ways. Some commentators reject that Hadrat Yuasuf
‘alayhis salam had an urge, and translate the verse as
translated above. However, if we were to accept that he

1 Sarah Yusuf, 12: 53.
2 Surah Yusuf, 12: 24.
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did experience some sort of whispering, then as
explained by some commentators, Hadrat Ya‘qub
‘alayhis salam came before him and pointed with his
finger saying: “If you merely take a step in that
direction, your name will be cut off from the register of
prophet-hood.” He was protected because Allah ta‘ala
protected him. Allah ta‘ala has the power to protect a
person in every way — physically and spiritually.

Qadi Thana’ullah Sahib Panipatti rahimahullah quotes
a statement of Hadrat Ja‘far Sadiq rahimahullah in
Tafsir Mazhart that the word burhan refers to that light
of prophet-hood which Allah ta‘ala had placed in the
chest of Hadrat Yusuf ‘alayhis salam. It was this light
which defended him against earning the displeasure of
Allah ta‘ala.

The Fruit of Obedience to One’s Shaykh

A murid asked his shaykh: “Hadrat, what right do you
have over us? And what right do we have over you?”
The shaykh did not reply immediately. After some time,
on a certain occasion he said to him: “Go to
Afghanistan.” He also gave him a gift saying: “You must
give this gift to the king over there.” The murid
departed immediately for Afghanistan in obedience to
the shaykh’s order. He was not even wearing shoes at
the time. He left bare-footed to carry out his shaykh’s
order. On reaching there, he proceeded to the king and
presented the gift which he was entrusted with. When
the murid was about to leave, the king gave him a
beautiful slave girl and said: “You must present her to
your shaykh as a gift from me.” When they were in
solitude on their journey, the time for a test came upon
them. The murid’s heart inclined towards her and he
intended to break the trust. The shaykh immediately
appeared, pressing his fingers in the murid’s teeth. On
seeing this, he desisted from his intention, and
conveyed the slave girl safe and sound to the shaykh.
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The shaykh said to him: “My right over you was that
when I asked you to go to the king, you left
immediately without even thinking about wearing your
shoes. You displayed your devotion when you did this.
And your right over me was that I saved you at a time
when your intention was becoming corrupt and
protected your Din in this way.”

An Explanation by The Author of Mirgat
A Hadith states:
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Anyone who removes a worldly hardship from a
believer, Allah will remove from him one of the hardships
of the Hereafter.

The author of Mirgat comments on this Hadith:

If by removing a worldly hardship, Allah ta‘ala removes
one of the hardships of the Hereafter for the person,
how many more hardships He will remove from that
person if he were to remove a Dini hardship from a
person!? The Ahlullah really remove Dini hardships
and difficulties for us in this world. Sometimes you find
a person having doubts and misgivings, another is
wandering in the valleys of whisperings. By bringing
the person onto solid proofs and evidences, and
enabling him to taste the joy of conviction — all this
entails the removal of Dini hardships and difficulties.
How many hardships and difficulties of the Hereafter
Allah ta‘ala will remove for the one who does this!

Practising on One Tenth of Din

My dear friends and elders! Allah ta‘ala also made
arrangements for salvation in our times. If a person
really wants to tread the right path, he will find light
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everywhere. Just think! If the path to America is open
and the way to Britain is open, how can the path to
Allah ta‘ala be shut off?! We may be suffering at the
hands of our enemies everywhere, but if Allah ta‘ala
were also to seal off His path from us, where will we go
to? We can therefore say that Allah’s mercy is still all-
embracing. Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam
said to the Sahabah radiyallahu ‘anhum:
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You are living in such an era that if anyone of you was
to leave out even one tenth of Din, he will be destroyed.
There will then come an era wherein if anyone of them
was to practise on one tenth of Din, he will gain
salvation.

This certainly seems to be the era which Rastlullah
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam predicted. However, there
is certainly a need to do something. If we have a quest,
intention and determination, we will get help from Allah
ta‘ala, the way will be opened to us by Him. This is why
we must earnestly beg Allah ta‘ala for His mercy.

A Prophet’s Faith-Filled Supplication

My dear friends! I was saying that Allah ta‘ala
safeguarded Hadrat Yusuf ‘alayhis salam and then
conferred him with so much of progress that he
eventually became the finance minister of Egypt. In
fact, he had asked for this post as related in the
Qur’an:
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Yisuf said: Place me in charge of the treasures of the
land. I am observant, possessing knowledge.!

Qadi Thana’ullah Panipatti rahimahullah writes in his
commentary to this verse that when a person has full
confidence in himself that he can carry out a certain
job in an excellent manner, he may ask for that post.

You know how Allah ta‘alad helped and supported
Hadrat Yusuf ‘alayhis salam. Eventually there came a
time when he became the king of Egypt and his
brothers and father came over to Egypt. Qadi
Thana'ullah Panipatti rahimahullah writes that Hadrat
Yasuf ‘alayhis salam asked his respected father Hadrat
Ya‘qub ‘alayhis salam: “O father! Why did you cry so
much over me to the extent that you became blind?
You are a Prophet. Why did you grieve so much?”
Hadrat Ya'qub ‘alayhis salam replied: “My dear son! My
grief was not over the fact that you disappeared. Rather
it was over my fear that you might get caught up with
outsiders, give up your religion and go astray. I was
more concerned about your Din, this is why I was so
grief-stricken.” We learn from this that he was crying
for the protection of his son’s Din, not for his life. Look
at how important Din was in the father’s mind! Din and
knowledge are great bounties and immense treasures.
Teach Din to your children and fill their lives with Din.
Understand this well.

The Rank of a Prophet

Hadrat Yusuf ‘alayhis salam then pardoned his
brothers for their error and clearly announced:
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He said: There is no reproach on you this day.!

1 Strah Yusuf, 12: 55.
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This is no ordinary matter. It is only a Prophet who
could do this. Look at the intensity of their enmity: they
cast him into a well and did their utmost to put an end
to him. Our condition is such that if someone were to
give us a few slaps we will not be prepared to pardon
the person. We will portray ourselves as extremely
oppressed people and prolong the matter. However, a
Prophet’s rank is unique. He clearly said to them:
“There is no reproach on you. I will not exact any
revenge from you.”

My dear friends! This is a great thing. This is what you
call the rank of a Prophet. Just as he had clearly saved
himself from seduction on the basis of the status of
prophet-hood, in the same way he clearly saved himself
from the harm of anger when the occasion warranted
anger. He did not exact any revenge although he had
full right to do it. But no! He suppressed his power of
anger in this case, and had restrained his sexual power
on the other occasion [when Zulaykha had tried to
seduce him]. The mercy of Allah ta‘ala was with him on
both occasions. Based on his innocence and purity, the
woman and a wall were the same to Yusuf ‘alayhis
salam.

Similarly, our pious elders say: We have rectified our
selves to such an extent that no difference remains
between a woman and a wall. My dear friends! When a
person makes an intention for rectification and strives
for it, Allah ta‘ala creates rectification within him.
There is moderation in his sexual urges and in his
anger. My dear friends! This is also an excellent way of
rectification, i.e. to make an intention for rectification
and to strive for it. When a person makes an intention
for rectification, Allah ta‘ala confers him with the
ability to realize it and he is eventually rectified.

1 Sarah Yusuf, 12: 92.
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The Du'a’ of Hadrat Yusuf

I was saying: Hadrat Yusuf ‘alayhis salam had saved
himself from both - following his desires and anger. On
the occasion of anger, he clearly announced to his
brothers that there is no reproach on them. He made
this announcement at a time when he was the king of a
country. And which country was it? The same country
over which Pharaoh had made the claim of divinity
when he said:

I am your Lord most high.

As for Hadrat Yusuf ‘alayhis salam, although the reigns
of government were in his hands, he said:
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O my Sustainer! You have given me some power and
taught me the interpretation of things. O Creator of the
heavens and the earth! You alone are my guardian in
this world and in the Hereafter. Make me die on Islam
and join me with the righteous.

It must not happen that a defect comes into my iman
on account of this power which I have, or that my Islam
becomes weak. If any defect in one’s bond with Allah
ta‘ala creeps in on account of power and authority,
there is no dignity in such a position. If a person
becomes a prime minister or a minister, but goes
further away from Allah ta‘ala, then it is a very
destructive position. Understand this well. There are
many Ahlullah who will cast aside ministerial posts
even if they come to them for free. They will say: Leave
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us to live as we are living, we have no need for these
positions.

If You Want, | Will do The Opposite

There was a Sufi who went into a city and saw the
gates of the city-wall closed. He asked: “Why are the
defence walls of this city still sealed?” The guard said:
“Don’t you know, the king’s falcon has disappeared.”
He said: “O Allah! You have given kingdom to such
foolish people who do not even know that there is no
use in closing the city gates for a bird! Our shoes are
not even in order and you gave kingdom to so stupid
people!?” He received inspiration from Allah ta‘ala who
said: “If you want, I will turn the tables around. I will
give you the kingdom and My recognition to the king.”
The Sufi fell into prostration immediately and said: “O
Allah! I do not want such a kingdom. I desire Your
recognition and Your pleasure. This kingdom is
nothing. It is just a glitter for a few days and then it is
a dark night.” The kingdom of this world is of no value
in the eyes of the Ahlullah. They are not impressed by
it in the least.”

Hadrat Junayd Baghdadi rahimahullah said: “If the
worldly kings were to learn of the treasure which is in
our hearts, they will attack us.” Our shaykh, Hadrat
Maulana Shah Wasiyyullah Sahib rahimahullah used to
immediately add the following statement: “They will not
obtain this treasure even if they attack them. They can
only obtain it if they remain in the service of a shaykh.”

Every Muslim is a Wali

You must also understand this well: Every Muslim has
affinity and friendship with Allah ta‘ala at some level or
the other. The Qur’an says:
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Allah is the friend of the believers.!

Friendship and affinity with Allah ta‘ala are acquired
by 1man itself. However, if there is abundance of dhikr,
recitation of the Qur'an and so on, the friendship
increases. Hadrat Maulana Ashraf ‘Ali Thanwi
rahimahullah writes that an affiliation with Allah ta‘ala
is realized by mere iman.

PSRRI
Even if he is a flagrant sinner or immoral person.

However, if a person desires true affinity, he will have
to engage in excessive dhikr and adhere strictly to acts
of obedience. If he does that, the affinity and bond will
increase by the day and he will move ahead in this
regard.

We who have assembled here in the khangah have
come here for the acquisition of this affinity. We have
assembled here solely for the realization of this special
bond with Allah ta‘ala. We all do have some sort of
affinity — we thank Allah for it. My dear friends! We are
concerned about our relatives and affiliations. We are
worried about our bond with our wives, our fathers,
our shaykh - we are concerned about all these
affiliations and worried about them. We want them to
get stronger and we make efforts for it. Now is our
affiliation with Allah ta‘ala such that there is no need
to worry about it? We ought to have concern for it. We
must not sit back and be satisfied with the affinity
which we have already acquired. A poet says:

O the one who cannot be patient over his
wife and children! How have you become

1 Strah al-Baqarah, 2: 257.
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satisfied with that Sustainer who showers
you with so many favours and bounties?

When you are not satisfied with this lowly
world, and you always want more of it and
desire progress in it, how can you have
enough of the Allah who has spread out the
earth?

My dear friends! You have seen that I am not feeling
well. However, all thanks are due to Allah ta‘ala that I
could speak to you after much difficulty and hardship.
Make du‘a’ that what I said is of benefit to me and you
as well.
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Let’s make du‘a’
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O Allah! Through Your grace and kindness, enable us
to practise on what was said. Shower Your special
mercy on all of us. Treat us with Your grace and
kindness. O Allah! Shower us with mercy in these ten
days which are special days of Your mercy. O Allah!
Purify our selves through this mercy. Rectify our selves.
Purify our character. O Allah! Create within us the
special qualities of the Prophets ‘alayhimus salam and
the Auliya’. And give us total salvation from the
qualities of the unbelievers, idolaters and hypocrites. O
Allah! Bless us with every type of goodness. Enrich us
with the blessings of the month of Ramadan and of the
Quran. O Allah! Bless all Muslims with wellness.
Shower all Muslims with the blessings of Ramadan,
Your affinity, Your love and Your recognition. O Allah!
Keep us, our children and our succeeding generations
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firm on 1man, Din and piety. O Allah! Rectify our
character. Enable us to treat our people and outsiders
with consideration, respect and love. O Allah! Inspire
us to practise on the special teachings of Islam.
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THE PURPOSE OF KNOWLEDGE: ALLAH'S FEAR

11th Ramadan al-Mubarak 1424 A.H.
Musjid of Dar al-‘Ulum Kantariyah



The Purpose of Knowledge 232

Synopsis of The Lecture

There is a reason for the pride and arrogance which are
in the heart. Someone prides over his wealth while
another prides over his knowledge. Majma“ al-Bihar
states:

A person of knowledge transgresses like the
transgression of a wealthy person.

Our Hadrat used to say: “Likewise, there is
transgression in worship. A person engages in worship
and becomes conceited. He starts looking down on
others. Such a person succumbs to retrogression and
falls from his rank.” Shaykh Muhiyy ad-Din Ibn ‘Arabi
said:

=
\,a/

\phal & T, =
We saw many masha’ikh who fell from their ranks.

This is because when they began looking at their
actions and their ranks, Allah ta‘ala caused them to
fall. Then He does not allow them to progress, He
causes them to remain down. What right do we have to
claim perfection? We ought to obliterate our selves and
choose humility. In it lies our safety.
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My dear friends and elders! The strah which I recited
just now is one of the short stirahs of the Qur’an. There
are a few surahs which are extremely short. This is one
of them. However, it is not short as regards its
meanings and significance. In fact, it encompasses the
whole of Din within itself. Hadrat Imam Shafi1
rahimahullah used to say that if only this one strah of
the Qur’an was revealed, it would have sufficed for
action. His statement is considered to be very
significant. It is also mentioned in the traditions that
when the Sahabah radiyallahu ‘anhum used to meet,
they used to recite this surah to each other. This too
shows its importance. It contains such themes that
each Sahabi wants to inform the other of them. He
wants to draw the attention of the other and convey to
him the message that it has themes which ought to be
considered.

Allah ta‘ala revealed this strah, His servants turned
their attention to it and made important statements
with reference to it. It therefore becomes our
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responsibility to consider its themes. This surah is
more important for rectification. If we were to bear in
mind just the themes of this stirah, then — Allah willing
— it will be most beneficial and wuseful for our
rectification. May Allah ta‘ala inspire us all in this
regard.

Time is Also Important

The first thing which Allah ta‘ala says in this strah is
that man is in loss. He says this in a general sense and
emphasises this point by taking an oath. An oath is
taken to emphasise a point. When Allah ta‘ala takes an
oath about His speech, its importance will be obvious.
Furthermore, the oath which He took is not in His own
name but in the name of time. We learn from this that
time is extremely important. By Allah ta‘ala taking an
oath in the name of time, He increased its value and
importance hundreds and thousands of times. You and
I — all of us are living in time but we do not even turn
our attention to the fact that were are in time. Just as
there has to be a place for an action, there has to be a
time for it. If this musjid was not here, how would you
have performed your salah? Every action needs a place
and a time. If a time is made available, you will be able
to perform the salah or any other good action. There
were many of our friends who used to observe i‘tikaf in
Ramadan. We then learnt of their passing away. So
now they did not get the time of Ramadan in which
they could keep fast and observe i‘tikaf. Thus, we see
that there is a need for time as well. Some of you must
have read in the grammar books that there are two
types of zarf - zarf zaman and zarf makan. We deduce
from this that every action has to have a place and a
time.
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The Purpose Behind The Creation of Life And Death

Let me explain another point based on the above. Allah
ta‘ala says:
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Blessed is He in whose hands is sovereignty. And He
has power over everything. Who created death and life
so that He may test who among you does good.!

Allah ta‘ala says that He created life and death. Death
is something which is non-existent, what is the
meaning of creating it? Hadrat Maulana Ashraf ‘Ali
Thanwi rahimahullah and other commentators of the
Qur’an have written that life is connected to action, but
death is connected to the recompense of the action.
Just as life is necessary for an action, death is
necessary for the recompense of that action. Therefore,
just as Allah ta‘ala created life, He gave existence to
death. There can be no question of recompense without
death. All the other recompenses which we are
receiving — such as the food and drink which Allah
ta‘ala is giving to us — are not the actual recompenses
for our actions. The actual recompense will be given by
Allah ta‘ala after our death.

What is the recompense for saying Sub-hanallah one
time? What is the reward for it? Our Hadrat Maulana
Muhammad Ahmad Sahib rahimahullah used to say
that the reward for one Sub-hanallah cannot be
accommodated by the entire world. Its recompense is
so vast that the entire world is not enough for it. This is
because the world is limited while Allah’s reward for it

1 Sarah al-Mulk, 1-2.



The Purpose of Knowledge 236

is unlimited. The person will receive its reward in the
Hereafter.

Bukhart Sharif contains a narration from Hadrat
‘Abdullah ibn Mas*ud radiyallahu ‘anhu who said:
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam drew a square
on the ground. He then drew a line from the centre of
the square coming out of the square. He then drew
several small lines on either side of the long line and
said: This is man, and this is his apportioned time
which is surrounding him from all sides. The line
which is extending out of the square is man’s hopes
and desires.

What we need to ponder from the above is that if our
hopes are going beyond the square, how will they be
fulfilled in this worldly life? The Hereafter has been set
aside for the fulfilment of our hopes and desires. Allah
ta‘ala says in this regard:
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There is for you therein whatever your selves desire,
and there is for you therein whatever you ask for. This is
a hospitality from the Forgiving, the Merciful.!

In this world, you must place some “ice” on your hopes
and cool them. Curtail your desires. Leave them for the
Hereafter. If you do that, then Allah ta‘ala who is
Forgiving and Merciful will be your host. Just as
everyone else’s life in this world is passing, so is ours.
In this world, everyone — the unbelievers and the
Muslims — appear to be equal. However, on reaching
there, the two will be separated. Both groups will be
kept separately. Allah ta‘ala says in this regard:

1 Strah Ha Mim Sajdah, 41: 31-32.
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One group will be in Paradise and one group will be in
the fire.!

In other words, the Muslims will go to Paradise and the
unbelievers to Hell.

Ibrahim ibn Ad-ham

Ibrahim ibn Ad-ham rahimahullah was a very senior
pious personality. He was not only a Sufi but also a
king. The incident I am about to relate is well-known.
Almost everyone must have heard his name. His name
is also mentioned in our Chishti lineage. His heart
became disinclined to the world and the kingdom.
People give many reasons for this disinclination.

It is said that one night he was sleeping in his palace
on an extremely comfortable bed. He heard a sound of
someone walking on the roof. He asked: “Who is it?” He
received the reply: “I lost my camel, I am out looking for
it.” Now look! When Allah ta‘ala wants to help and
inspire a person, He causes incidents of this nature to
take place. Ibrahim ibn Ad-ham said: “O you foolish
fellow! How will a camel come onto this roof?” The voice
replied: “Hadrat! In the same way, you are sitting on
your throne and seeking Allah ta‘ala. How will you find
Allah ta‘ala while sitting on your throne?”

When he heard this, his heart turned cold, he gave up
his entire kingdom and left. This one statement caused
him to move towards Allah ta‘ala. It was actually
guidance and inspiration from Allah ta‘ala. He then
became a very senior person and is well-known in the
Chishti spiritual lineage.

1 Strah ash-Shura, 42: 7.
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Look! Just yesterday I spoke about how Allah ta‘ala
inspired Hadrat Yusuf ‘alayhis salam, and we saw how
he passed all those tests and tribulations. Allah ta‘ala
protected him when he was being seduced. The
Prophets ‘alayhimus salam are divinely protected from
sin, this is why Allah ta‘ala showed him a proof and
protected him. When he sat on the throne of Egypt and
his brothers came to him, it would have been a natural
reaction for him to become angry at them because they
were the ones who had cast him into a well and left
him there. It was inevitable for him to recall this
incident. But even on this occasion, Allah’s inspiration
was with him, he subdued his anger and announced:
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There is no reproach on you this day.!

Had he reproached them, what difference would there
have been between a Prophet and a non-Prophet? This
is really the rank of the Prophets who are even
prepared to pardon outsiders; and these were his
brothers!

Ibn Taymiyyah

‘Allamah Ibn Taymiyyah rahimahullah was a very
senior person. He was the ‘allamah of his time. The
whole of Saudi Arabia looks up to him. However, people
in general used to complain about him to the king on
account of which he used to be sent off to prison. He
eventually passed away in prison. His Fatawa
comprises 37 volumes. He wrote many other books.
Unfortunately, people were against him. The ‘ulama’
were also displeased with him so they too used to
complain about him. The king would then imprison
him. Someone said: “Hadrat! These people make

1 Strah Yusuf, 12: 55.
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baseless complaints about you and cause you to be
imprisoned. Why don’t you also lodge complaints
against them?” He replied: “If [ were to do that, what
difference will there be between myself and them?”

Dhikrullah is my Breakfast

Just recently I came to the opening function of Jami‘ah
as-Salihat (Tankariyah, Bhartch, Gujarat) which is
established by Hadrat Maulana Isma‘l Sahib Bhuta.
About 15 000 people were in attendance with Arab
guests as well. I related this incident [about Ibn
Taymiyyah rahimahullah] and said that when he
suppressed his anger and desires, he was able to write
his Fatawa and several other books. This was an
inspiration from Allah ta‘ala. He had rectified his
character and adhered to the remembrance of Allah
ta‘ala. Consequently, he used to sit until ishrag and
refer to it as:
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This is my breakfast.

When I do not complete this practice of mine and miss
it out, I perceive a weakness in my body.

The Khangah’s Foundation is on Two Things

Hadrat Maulana Abrar al-Haq Sahib damat
barakatuhum! asked me on one occasion: “What do you
talk about in your khanqgah?” I replied: “Hadrat, I
speak about two things: (1) Excessive dhikr. (2) Good
character.” In other words, together with excessive
dhikr, I consider beautification of character to be
essential. “This is the foundation of my khanqgah.”
Hadrat was very pleased at hearing this and said: “Note

1 Hadrat Maulana passed away on 8 Rabi' ath-Thani 1427
A.H./17 May 2005. (compiler)
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it down for me.” I wrote it and presented it to him.
Hadrat Maulana Qari Siddig Ahmad Sahib Bandwi
rahimahullah also used to pose a similar question to
me from time to time and I used to give him the same
reply.

‘Allamah Ibn Taymiyyah rahimahullah who was a man
of Allah ta‘ala used to pay particular attention to these
points as his observed from his life. Hadrat Maulana
Ashraf ‘Ali Thanwi rahimahullah used to say that
‘Allamah Ibn Taymiyyah was a Sufi, but a very hard
Sufi. People generally consider him to be an opponent
of Sufism, but Hadrat Thanwi rahimahullah refers to
him as a Sufi because he could not have reached the
rank which he did without Sufism and after bearing in
mind the revivalist works which he did.

Similarly, Mujaddid Alf Thani rahimahullah and Hadrat
Shah Wali Allah Sahib Dehlawi rahimahullah did not
accomplish such major achievements just like that.
Rather, they first made their hearts into genuine
hearts. They established a bond and affiliation with
Allah ta‘ala, they engaged in excessive dhikr and
rectified their character. Subsequently, Allah ta‘ala
elevated their ranks and enabled them to render
sterling services to Islam.

‘Allamah Ibn Taymiyyah’s Fortitude

As I was saying, ‘Allamah Ibn Taymiyyah rahimahullah
is a very senior personality. He used to say: “What can
my enemies do to me? What can the government do to
me? If they send me to prison, then:

s
This will be my place of solitude.

I will get an opportunity to engage in Allah’s
remembrance. If they cast me out of the city, it will be:
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My way of journeying and travelling around.
[ will practise on the verse:
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Journey into the land.

If they kill me, then:
Bz i
I will acquire martyrdom.

Can my enemies do anything more than that? I am
happy with any of these three. If they send me to
prison, I am happy. If they expel me from the city, I am
still happy. If they kill me, I am still happy.

Points of Good Character

My dear friends and elders! I was saying that Ibn
Taymiyyah rahimahullah was not even prepared to
complain against his opponents as a way of exacting
revenge against them. He said: “If I were to do that,
what difference will there be between myself and
them?”

In the same way, you heard yesterday that Hadrat
Yasuf ‘alayhis salam did not exact any revenge from
his brothers, but pardoned them. When Rasulullah
sallallahu  ‘alayhi wa sallam conquered Makkah
Mukarramah, he entered the city with his head lowered
[and not like a proud conqueror]. Look! This
demonstrates his intense humility and humbleness.
When worldly leaders and kings conquer a country and
enter it, they enter proudly and display their pomp and
splendour. They then turn the place upside down and
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spread destruction. The Qur’an clearly makes mention
of this:
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When kings invade a town, they ruin it, and they turn its
noble people into the most abject.!

Look at what is happening nowadays. Those who are in
power, those who are ruling are doing their utmost to
humiliate those of knowledge and those who are
affiliated with Allah ta‘ala. It is a true manifestation of
what this verse of the Qur’an describes. This is the
situation throughout the world. The noble people are
being humiliated and disgraced, they are being sent to
prison.

However, this is not the practice of the Prophets
‘alayhimus salam. This is not their way. They possess
the highest level of servitude. They are exponents of the
most sublime character. They show kindness to all, see
to the needs of the poor and even go to the extent of
abstaining from causing harm to ants. Testimonies in
this regard are to be found in Islamic teachings and
were displayed by Muslim kings.

Become The Servant of Allah’s Creation

Yesterday I was explaining in one assembly that
whatever positions people receive, they receive them
through public support and public help. Subsequently,
the very same ones who are holding these positions
oppress and tyrannize the public. On the other hand,
when a person receives a worldly position from Allah
ta‘ala, he shows more consideration to Allah’s creation
and helps them. In fact, he becomes their slave and

1 Sarah an-Naml, 27: 34.
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servant. Allah ta‘ala said to Hadrat Dawuad ‘alayhis
salam:
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When someone who is in My quest comes to you, you
must become his servant.

Hadrat Dawud ‘alayhis salam was a senior Prophet. Yet
he is being told that when any person who is seeking
Allah ta‘ala comes to him, he must become the
person’s servant. In other words, he must be
considerate to him and he must value him. He must
not scold and rebuke him. He must not disvalue him.
This can never be tolerated.

The Attendants of Masha’ikh Are Generally Deprived

My dear friends! Nowadays we see the attendants of
masha’ikh left deprived. The real reason for this is that
they [the attendants] do not treat the seekers properly.
They are not cordial to them. Consequently, Allah
ta‘ala causes them to be deprived of the blessings of
the masha’ikh. If you are not good to the seekers of
Allah ta‘ala, Allah ta‘ala will not honour you with
spiritual treasures. This is why I am saying that we
must be respectful and cordial towards the seekers of
Allah ta‘ala. If not, we will derive nothing but
deprivation. I belong to this group, I have been in this
field since childhood, so I know very well what the
attendants of the masha’ikh are up to.

Rasilullah’s Servitude

My dear friends and elders! Rasulullah sallallahu
‘alayhi wa sallam is entering Makkah Mukarramah as
a conqueror but he is sitting on his camel with his
head lowered. This is because he is neither arrogant
nor proud. He considers everything to be from the
grace of Allah ta‘ala. This was his condition although it
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is the same place from which he was expelled. Today he
is entering the same city with absolute humility. If it
was anyone else, pride, arrogance and self-conceit
would have crept into him. He would have announced:
“Kill all those who had expelled me from here and all
those who had supported them. Send them to prison.”

This is what is happening today. There is the slightest
suspicion against someone, he has a very distant
contact with a certain opponent, and so he is sent off to
prison and has to suffer various types of torments and
tortures. But look at what Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi
wa sallam said:
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“O assembly of Quraysh! What do you think I am going
to do with you?” They replied: “You will treat us well.
You are a noble brother and the son of a noble brother.”
Rastulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said: “I am
saying the same thing to you which Yusuf said to his
brothers: There is no reproach on you today. Go, you are
all free.”

Glory to Allah! Such was the noble character of our
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. Unfortunately,
our Din is labelled as a terrorists religion today. We
seek refuge in Allah ta‘ala.

There is Spirituality in Islam

My dear friends and elders! This is the Din of
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. It is no
ordinary superficial Din. It contains spirituality. There
is factualness in it. It is essential for us to understand
it. It is not a Din only in words. Rather it has meaning,
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it has facts. It is a religion of humility, humbleness and
servitude. It is therefore necessary for all of us - its
adherents — to develop these qualities within us. It
must not happen that we merely say with out tongues:
“We are nothing”, while in our hearts we are filled with
pride. This is not Din. This is not suluk and tasawwulf.
It is ostentation and hypocrisy. May Allah ta‘ala protect
us all from this illness.

There is Safety in Acknowledgement

A person from Afghanistan came to meet Hadrat
Maulana Shah Fadl ar-Rahman Sahib rahimahullah.
He asked him: “Brother, what is your name?” He
replied: “Maulana...” The Shaykh said: “Allah forbid! Do
you have no shame, you are calling yourself a
Maulana!?” The Shaykh was very angry. He then
asked: “Okay, tell me why have you come?” He replied:
“Hadrat, I have come to wipe out and obliterate this
very same Maulaniyat from my self.” The Shaykh
embraced him immediately and said: “You are a very
good person.” The Shaykh commenced with his
education and training there and then. He had come as
a seeker of Allah ta‘ala and one who sought his
rectification. There was no pride and arrogance in his
heart. This is why he admitted his error immediately
and which made Hadrat Maulana Fadl ar-Rahman
Sahib rahimahullah extremely happy. He therefore paid
particular attention to his rectification.

Knowledge, Wealth And Worship Are Causes of Transgression

Look! There is a reason for the pride and arrogance
which are in the heart. Someone prides over his wealth
while another prides over his knowledge. Majma“ al-
Bihar states:
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A person of knowledge transgresses like the
transgression of a wealthy person.

Our Hadrat used to say: “Likewise, there is
transgression in worship. A person engages in worship
and becomes conceited. He starts looking down on
others. Such a person succumbs to retrogression and
falls from his rank.” Shaykh Muhiyy ad-Din Ibn ‘Arabi
said:
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We saw many masha’ikh who fell from their ranks.

This is because when they began looking at their
actions and their ranks, Allah ta‘ala caused them to
fall. Then He does not allow them to progress, He
causes them to remain down. What right do we have to
claim perfection? We ought to obliterate our selves and
choose humility. In it lies our safety.

When Effort is Made on The Heart...

My dear friends and elders! This is the Tarigah. There
is reality in the Tarigah. There is reality in the Shari‘ah.
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It has an external and an internal.

The Qur’an has an external side and an internal side.
When Allah’s servants purify their hearts, Allah ta‘ala
exposes the meanings of the Qur’an to them, He opens
it to them. When a person makes efforts on the words
of the Qur’an, he develops fluency in its recitation.
When he makes an effort on his heart, the meanings of
the Qur’an are exposed to him. The external and the
internal are both necessary. May Allah ta‘ala inspire us
all.
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Do Not Lose Hope

A few heart-rending traditions were read to us in the
session after the ‘asr salah of today. I became terrified
on hearing them and said to myself: “O Allah! What is
going to happen to us? We spend night and day in
studying and teaching the Qur’an and Hadith. What
will happen to us if our intentions are not correct?” I
was extremely overcome by emotion when I thought of
this. However, I recalled a couplet of Hadrat Maulana
Muhammad Ahmad Sahib rahimahullah and received
some solace from it. He said:

O Ahmad! Why are you so restless? Allah’s
mercy is well beyond your imagination.

Allah’s mercy is immense. Man must make efforts and
strive. When Allah ta‘ala blessed him with knowledge,
there is hope that He will treat him well. This is why we
have to pay particular attention to rectifying our
intention. At the same time, we must not lose hope in
Allah ta‘ala. When Allah ta‘ala blessed us with the
external Din and inspired us to do a bit of teaching of
Din, we must have the hope that Allah ta‘ala — solely
out of His kindness — will bless us with internal Din as
well. However, the condition is that we must continue
striving. There is no need to become too worried. Even
if we maintain a little attention and focus, Allah ta‘ala
will certainly bless us.

Do Not Object Against a Spiritual Master

I recall an incident. ‘Allamah Dahlan was a very senior
expert of Hadith. Shaykh Madyan was his
contemporary. The latter was well known as a spiritual
master while the former was known for his expertise in
the field of Hadith. When the murids of Shaykh
Madyan used to pass by the ‘Allamah, he used to make
certain derogatory statements against the Shaykh. It is
the practice of some ‘ulama’ that as long as they
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remain engrossed on the external, they object to those
who are devoted to the internal. This has been
happening in every era.

I recall another incident. Let me relate it first. People
used to frequent Sayyiduna ‘Abd al-Quddus Gangohi
rahimahullah. There was a very senior ‘alim at the time
whose name was Nizam Thanesari. He used to ask
those who used to pass by on the way to Shaykh
Gangohi rahimahullah: “Brother! How is your dancing
shaykh?” The people used to feel quite offended. The
shaykh’s murids said to him one day: “Hadrat! Such
and such person says these things about you.” The
shaykh replied: “He is right, but if he tells you that the
next time, you must say: ‘He dances and he makes
others dance as well.” When the murids passed by the
‘alim, he asked them: “How is your dancing shaykh?”
They replied: “He dances and he makes others dance as
well.” The moment he heard this, he proceeded and
covered a distance of about 12 miles while dancing all
the way, and presented himself before the shaykh.” The
shaykh asked: “What happened, Maulana? Why are
you dancing? Someone is causing you to dance, that is
why you are dancing. In the same way, someone
causes me to dance, so I dance.” Hadrat Nizam
repented and took admission into the spiritual family.
He remained in the company of the shaykh and became
a senior shaykh himself.

I was relating the story of ‘Allamah Dahlan
rahimahullah to you. The story of Shaykh Gangohi
came to mind so I related it to you. Consequently,
‘Allamah Dahlan would make certain statements about
Shaykh Madyan. When Shaykh Madyan heard about it,
he said to his murids: “Extend an invitation to him on
my behalf.” The murids extended an invitation to him.
He had no reason to refuse, after all, he was an ‘alim
and a senior expert of Hadith. He knew that it is
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Sunnah to accept an invitation, so he accepted it. In
the meantime, the Shaykh said to his murids that
when he arrives, no one must pay any attention to him.
When the ‘Allamah arrived, the Shaykh was in
meditation and so were all his murids. No one paid any
attention to him. He was becoming angry and going
into a rage. He was thinking to himself: They invited me
here but no one is even turning towards me!? It is
stated that he became so angry that he was on the
verge of bursting forth out of rage. Shaykh Madyan
then turned to him and seated him. Shaykh Madyan
then asked him: “Tell me, what is the ruling with
regard to a person who is a servant but expects respect
like the respect which is accorded to Allah ta‘ala?”
‘Allamah Dahlan said: “This is polytheism.” Shaykh
Madyan asked: “Tell me the truth, when we were sitting
with our heads lowered, did you become angry or not?
And were you expecting respect from us or not?” The
‘Allamah was most affected by this question and said:
“l want you all to bear witness that I was a polytheist
until now, and I am becoming a Muslim at the hands of
the Shaykh today.”

The Shaykh turned his attention to him, admitted him
into the Tarigah and he traversed the stations of suluk.

This is what [ was really going to speak about. When
Allah ta‘ala honours a person with knowledge of Din
and knowledge of Hadith, and enables him to serve the
science of Hadith, Allah ta‘ala cannot tolerate the
person to be deprived of internal spiritual treasures. He
most certainly confers him with spiritual treasure at
some time or the other. Like how ‘Allamah Dahlan was
teaching Hadith and explaining the Ahadith of
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. Allah ta‘ala
could not see him confined to external knowledge only
and be deprived of spiritual knowledge. Consequently,
such conditions presented themselves whereby he
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became a Sufi master and was honoured with spiritual
treasures.

This Din is Not a Dry Din

My dear friends and elders! Our Hadrat Maulana Shah
Wasiyyullah Sahib rahimahullah would very often say:
“This Din is not dry and wasted. It has freshness in it.
Love for Allah ta‘ala, affiliation with Him, humility,
servitude and demonstrating one’s worthlessness are
things which create freshness in one’s Din. If a person
practises a lot on Din but also considers himself to be
great, feels that he enjoys a distinguished position,
believes himself to be a senior worshipper, and looks at
others with scorn; then all these things are deviations
from Din. They have nothing to do with the Din and
Tarigah.

The more a person progresses in Din, the more
humility it ought to create in him. The more knowledge
he acquires, the more humble he becomes. The more
unassuming he will become. The ‘ulama’ of Deoband
used to come to Allahabad to meet Hadrat Maulana
Shah Wasiyyullah Sahib rahimahullah. He explained to
them on several occasions that the biggest sign of the
benefit of knowledge is that it creates humbleness in a
person. Like a tree having branches. The more the
number of fruit on a branch, the lower that branch will
be. When you see humbleness in an ‘alim, you must
deduce that he has acquired beneficial knowledge. If
there is no humbleness in him, you can conclude that
he is devoid of the fruits of knowledge. Hadrat used to
explain this with much emotion before many senior
‘ulama’. Masha Allah, Hadrat Muslihul Ummat Shah
Wasiyyullah Sahib rahimahullah enjoys this special
position that his teacher, Hadrat ‘Allamah Maulana
Muhammad Ibrahim Balyawi rahimahullah, used to
come to him to benefit from his spiritual blessings.
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Hadrat had also conferred khilafat to him. All praise is
due to Allah ta‘ala.

Fear of Allah - The Purpose of Knowledge

Hadrat ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas radiyallahu ‘anhu said: “It
is sufficient for a person to have such an amount of
knowledge which causes him to fear Allah ta‘ala. His
ignorance and immaturity are confirmed by mere pride
over his knowledge.”!

The Qur’an also refers to the people of knowledge as
those who fear Him. Allah ta‘ala says:
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It is those who have understanding that fear Allah.2

My dear friends and elders! This is why the people of
knowledge have to choose humility. It is essential for
humility to be in the ‘ulama’. A person may not be a
graduate of Dar al-‘Ulum Deoband, Mazahir al-‘Ulim
Saharanpur or any other madrasah, but if he has the
fear of Allah ta‘ala in him, he has acquired the
objective of knowledge. And if, despite having the
knowledge, he is proud, haughty and has other
spiritual ailments, then such a person is worse than
the ignoramuses. As the saying goes:

Knowledge which does note guide to the
straight path is ignorance.

Based on this, the real benefit of knowledge is when it
creates fear in the heart. The more a person’s
recognition of Allah ta‘ala increases, the more his fear.
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said:

1 Aqwal-e-Salaf, vol. 1, p. 97, quoted from A‘yan al-Hujjaj.
2 Surah Fatir, 35: 28.
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By Allah, I have more knowledge of Allah than them and
I am more fearful of Him.

I had explained in the morning that the essence of
worship is Allah’s recognition and the essence of
recognition is Allah’s fear. Where there is recognition,
fear will automatically come. This is why we all have to
strive to acquire these qualities.

Be Conscious of The Rewards of Actions

We have to be conscious of these rewards as well.
Shaykh ‘Abd al-Haq Muhaddith Dehlawi rahimahullah
wrote to Shaykh Farid who was the minister of Shah
Jahan: Just as you are conscious of actions, you must
be conscious of their rewards so that this creates an
effect, an enthusiasm and a desire in your actions.
When the rewards are borne in mind, it will be easy to
carry out the actions. For example, no matter how
bitter a medicine may be, because we know that the
cough or any other ailment will be treated through it,
we will get comfort and peace, then we do not hesitate
in taking the medicine. We will bear the bitterness of
the medicine because we are conscious of its reward. In
the same way, when we are conscious of the reward of
an action and are convinced of the fact that Allah ta‘ala
will recompense us for it, it will become easy to carry
out the action.

The Blessings of Madinah in India

Shaykh ‘Abd al-Haqq Muhaddith Dehlawi rahimahullah
was a very senior expert of Hadith. He had caused a
revolution through his writings. He was also a very
distinguished Sufi master. His strong affiliation with
Allah ta‘ala was reflected in his writings. Consequently,
those who read them were affected. Hadrat Mujaddid
Alf Thani rahimahullah was his contemporary. The
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achievements of both were phenomenal. Shaykh ‘Abd
Haq Muhaddith Dehlaw1 rahimahullah was in Madinah
Munawwarah. His mentor, Shaykh ‘Abd al-Wahhab
Muttaqi rahimahullah, said to him: “India is thirsty for
you, so you should go there. There is a need for the
propagation of Din. Allah ta‘ala will take this service
from you.” He said: “Hadrat, if I were to go away from
here, I will be deprived of the blessings of Madinah
Munawwarah.” The Shaykh replied: “No. You will never
be deprived. Even while you are there, you will receive
the blessings and mercies of this place in full.” He
carried out his shaykh’s order, came to India and then
rendered sterling services.

The Wage is Reciprocal to The Effort

I was saying that by being conscious of the reward, we
are encouraged towards the action and it makes it easy
for us. Take the example of tarawih. There is certainly
some hardship and difficulty in performing it. The
younger people experience less difficulty while the old
more.
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The wage is reciprocal to the effort.

When its recompense and reward are borne in mind,
the difficulty and hardship which are borne will be of
no significance. The tarawih will seem very easy.

If we discard our desires for a few days, we will enjoy
ourselves in the Hereafter according to our desires and
whatever pleases us. Just yesterday I had said to you:
“Four days of moonlight and then a dark night.” Enjoy
as much as you want in this world and then:

P SEREWH A 4
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Eat and enjoy [yourselves]| for a short while. You are
certainly sinners.!

However, if you discard the desires of this world, it will
be said to you: “Four dark nights and then a bright
glittering night.” There will be absolute and total
enjoyment in the Hereafter. It will be said to you:

Eat and drink with relish in return for what you had
done.?

Hadrat Nizam ad-Din Auliya’s Statement

As I was saying, in this world there are just four nights
of moonlight and then a dark night. Eternal comfort
and peace will be received in the Hereafter. Hadrat
Nizam ad-Din Auliya’ rahimahullah used to read this
verse in this regard:
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Eat and enjoy [yourselves| for a short while. You are
certainly sinners.3

He used to say: “Today is a good day for the sinners,
but not tomorrow; it is not good for them.”

Hadrat Nizam ad-Din Auliya’ rahimahullah used to cry
and say the above. He had the fear of the Hereafter,
this is why he was affected by themes of this nature.
Hadrat Muslihul Ummat Maulana Shah Wasiyyullah
Sahib rahimahullah used to speak a lot on this
condition of Hadrat Nizam ad-Din Auliya’ rahimahullah.

1 SGrah al-Mursalat, 77: 46.
2 Sarah al-Mursalat, 77: 43.
3 Surah al-Mursalat, 77: 46.
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Continue Renewing Iman

My dear friends and elders! There is nothing but good
in this Din of Allah ta‘ala. The more we adopt it, the
more worldly and Dini goodness we will receive. We will
experience wellbeing. The greatest of all is that we will
acquire Allah’s pleasure. We must acknowledge that we
are not pleased with any religion except Islam. The
word religion is used to refer to both the truth and the
untruth. It is used for Islam and for religions apart
from Islam. For example, the religion of the Jews,
Christians, fire-worshippers and so on. However, the
religion which we want is the one which Allah ta‘ala is
pleased with. It is the religion of Islam.
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I am pleased with Allah as my Lord, Islam as my
religion and Muhammad as my Prophet.

This is no ordinary Hadith. Hadrat ‘Umar radiyallahu
‘anhu used to repeat it because there is much reward
in it. We ought to make a practice of repeating it. It
entails a renewal of our iman. We have to continue
renewing our iman and to be conscious of matters
related to iman. For example:
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The Resurrection is true. The weighing of deeds is true.
The questioning of deeds is true. The fountain [Kauthar]
is true. The bridge over Hell is true. Paradise is true. The
Hell-fire is true.

All these things are related to our iman. We must
occasionally repeat these words verbally. May Allah
ta‘ala keep us all firm on the beliefs of the Ahl as-
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Sunnah wa al-Jama‘ah, our children and our family
members. Amin.

Conclusion

I will now translate the strah which I had read in the
beginning.

eSO TN [
By the oath of time, all mankind is most certainly in loss.

There is an importance to time as there is for place.
Based on this, Allah ta‘ala took an oath in the name of
time. Allah ta‘ala taking an oath by time is sufficient to
demonstrate its importance. However, He emphasised
it even more by the word inna (most certainly). Thus,
all people are most certainly in loss. Allah ta‘ala is the
One who created man and He is saying this. He
therefore knows this fully well. If we were to say that
man is in loss, it will not be of any benefit. But when
Allah ta‘ala is saying it, it is the absolute truth and we
will most definitely have to accept it. Now which
humans have not fallen in loss? Allah ta‘ala Himself
informs us of this:
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Except those who have iman in the Hereafter, in Din, in
life after death, in the bridge over Hell, in Paradise and
Hell, and that Paradise and Hell are creations of Allah
ta‘ala and not imaginary things. Paradise is decorated
before the arrival of Ramadan just as a house is
cleaned and neatened before the arrival of guests.

Allah ta‘ala first said that all of humanity is in loss. He
then informed us of those who are excluded from this
loss. They are the ones who have iman, who believe in
the Messengers, the divine Books, the angels — these
are included. Everything related to iman and the
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unseen are included here. When we refer to iman we
are referring to:
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To affirm whatever Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam certainly came with.

The first thing to remove man from loss is iman. This is
followed by good deeds:
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The second thing to save man from loss is good deeds.
Good deeds are not confined to fasting, salah and so
on. Rather, together with acts of worship, ones dealings
must be set right, it includes good social conduct,
internal actions which are also known as good
etiquette. If man does all this, he will come out of loss.
These two are therefore essential, i.e. Iman and good
deeds. Man must first carry them out individually and
practise on them. He must not stop there. Rather, he
must proceed forward by inviting others towards the
truth:
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Enjoin the truth to each other.

To enjoin means to emphasise on people to embrace
iman, do good deeds, rectify character, perform salah,
pay zakah, keep fast, perform hajj and so on. After this,
if you face any difficulty or hardship, if you have to
listen to the harsh words of people, then there is no
need to become distressed.

Al 1550555

Enjoin patience on each other.
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By patience it is meant that if you are faced with any
hardship in this regard [of enjoining good], you must be
patient, but do not give up your work.

These are the four things to come out of loss: (1) Iman,
(2) good deeds, (3) enjoining the truth, (4) enjoining
patience. All this requires a detailed explanation.
However, whatever points were mentioned by the way
or as an introduction are essential for us. This is why I
spoke on them. Make du‘a’ that Allah ta‘ala enables me
and all of you to practise.
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Let’s make du‘a’
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O Allah! Bless us with complete iman. Inspire us to do
good deeds. Inspire us to enjoin the truth and to enjoin
patience on each other. O Allah! Confer us with every
type of goodness. Enrich us with the blessings of
Ramadan and the Qur’an. Accept the ‘umrah of those
who have gone for ‘umrah. Accept the good deeds
which are taking place in the holy lands. Accept the
du‘a’s which are made there. O Allah! Through the
blessings of Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam,
remove all the difficulties and calamities which are
befalling us. O Allah! Bless us with every type of good
with wellbeing and wellness. O Allah! Rectify us, purify
our selves, and endow us with Your love and affiliation.
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THE METHOD OF RECTIFYING THE SELF

12th Ramadan al-Mubarak 1424 A.H.
Musjid of Dar al-‘Ulim Kantariyah



The Method of Rectifying The Self 261

Synopsis of The Lecture

We have been created in this world so that we may
rectify our selves and set right our hearts. After setting
it right, it must be made suitable enough to be
presented before Allah ta‘ala. Understand this well: The
heart which needs to be developed is known as galb
malakiti (an angelic heart) towards which the Sufi
masters remain focussed. Allah’s gaze is also on such a
heart. Our entire affair rests on its rectification or
destruction. The other heart is the one which doctors
research. It is known as qalb mulki which can be
physically seen. The Ahlullah strive and toil on the galb
malakuti and remain focussed on the heart on which
Allah ta‘ala remains focussed, and on which depends a
person’s success. The heart which Allah ta‘ala has
reserved especially for Himself is actually a
manifestation of Allah’s power. Allah ta‘ala cannot
tolerate any outside interference in this regard. This is
why Allah ta‘ala will pardon every sin which was
committed by other body parts, but will not pardon
polytheism and unbelief which essentially stem from
the heart. Man will be told: You could not set right this
heart. You could not control it. You must therefore
proceed straight to the Hell-fire. Your abode is not
Paradise, it is Hell.
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My dear friends and elders! I recited this surah
yesterday and stated previously that no matter how
many times the verses and surahs of the Qur’an are
explained, they will be less. This is when Allah ta‘ala
places their importance and respect in our hearts, and
inspires us to practise on them. If a person is suffering
from a sickness, he continues treating it. If a person
has a fever, he will not stop taking his medication after
a few days. Instead, if his fever continues for three
months, he will continue taking his medication for
three months. Similarly, if it is any other chronic
ailment which one suffers from for several years, he will
continue taking his medication for those several years.

In the same way, there is a need to rectify the spiritual
ailments which are within us. There is a need to treat
them. As long as they are not treated, it is not
permissible for us to disregard them or turn our
attention away from them.
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The Heart of a Seeker is Restless

This is why our pious elders are concerned about their
rectification until the very end and are not unmindful
of it. I say this quite often that when Hadrat Maulana
Shah Wasiyyullah Sahib rahimahulldh had to say
something to us with regard to rectification, he used to
call us at tahajjud time and say: “Look! I said this to
myself first, and now I am saying it to you. You must
go and convey it to such and such persons in the
khanqgah.” Hadrat rahimahullah was always concerned
about his own rectification and when he perceived the
slightest deficiency, he would become restless. The
reason is that the heart of a seeker is always restless. A
poet says:

A thousand types of grief are on the seeker’s
heart. If there is even a single deficiency
equal to a toothpick in the garden of his
heart, he grieves over it.

A toothpick is so tiny and is used to clean the teeth.
Unfortunately, people nowadays do not even use a
toothpick. If after you eat, you were to ask a person to
bring a khilal (toothpick) he will not even know what
you are speaking about because khilal is a Persian
word.

Heedlessness — The Cause of Religious Destruction

Every person must never be unmindful of his
rectification. Just as he is never unmindful about his
worldly treasures and does not allow any shortfall in
them, he does not allow weevil to get into his grain, he
does not allow worms to come in, he has to safeguard
his books, he even has to take care of his firewood, he
has to see to the floors and walls of his house, if he is
neglectful in this regard, borer worms will get into
them, when there is general negligence, then the
biggest of buildings can be brought down by borer
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worms, and the largest of treasures can be destroyed.
Similarly, it is most necessary for all of us to safeguard
our Din and our character. If we are negligent in this
regard, our negligence will cause the destruction of our
Din and iman. Consequently, our character will get
from bad to worse.

We went to Dar al-‘Ulam Matli Wala, Bharach
yesterday and we also opened our fast there. Maulana
Igbal Sahib Tankarwi was relating to us that the actual
administrator of the Dar al-‘Ultm lives in South Africa.
Whenever he comes here, he checks and examines all
the buildings carefully. If there is anything to be
repaired or renovated, he gets it done himself. Only
then can buildings be preserved. If you were to leave a
building just like that without maintaining it, then
instead of 100 years, it will collapse within ten years.

The Consequence of Negligence

If this is the case with external physical structures,
what will happen if the internal spiritual structure is
neglected! More so when Shaytan and the self are
always lurking. Just as Allah ta‘ala attached the soul
and angels to us, He has Shaytan and the self with us
as well. Allah ta‘ala has placed an ingredient within us
which we can make blameworthy or praiseworthy. If
the soul and angel have a strong influence over it, the
ingredient will be praiseworthy. But if the person is
negligent and rope is given to Shaytan and the self, and
their influence becomes strong, the ingredient will be
blameworthy.

A Prescription to Surpass Angels

As I was saying, Allah ta‘ala has placed an ingredient
in us. We will bear its fruits according to the efforts we
put in it. Take the ingredient of wax as an example.
You can use it to mould a musjid, you can also use it
to mould a temple or a Taj Mahal. You can also use it
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to mould a Ka‘bah. It is left to the one who is moulding
it. In the same way, the ingredient which Allah ta‘ala
has placed in man can be used in the correct direction
and you can acquire angelic qualities. In fact, you can
surpass angels. However, if you put it in the wrong
direction, then you will even eclipse Shaytan in your
evils. If you control and supervise that ingredient, you
will rectify it and it will reach great heights.

You heard of the bitter apple which has a bitter taste
and a terrible smell. However, when it is put through
certain processes, it turns into calx which is used to
treat many illnesses. Similarly, take the example of
snake venom. When it is put through a certain process,
it is used as an antidote for a person who has been
bitten by a snake. In the same way, Allah ta‘ala gave
man this ingredient so that he may strive on it and
train it, and thereby surpass the angels. But if he does
not work on it, he will be worse than Shaytan and be
reduced to the lowest of the low.

The angels were aware of Hadrat Adam’s ingredient
when Allah ta‘ala created him because it was they who
had gone and collected the soil. They saw nothing but
disobedience in this ingredient. This is why when Allah
ta‘ala said to them that He is appointing man as His
deputy on earth, they said: “You are appointing such a
creation which will cause corruption on earth and shed
blood.” They said this because this is what they saw in
man’s ingredient. Allah ta‘ala said:

Gyl Y el
I know that which you do not know.!

In other words, just as wicked people will be created
from this ingredient, Prophets will also be created from

1 Stirah al-Baqarah, 2: 30.
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it. The Chief of the Prophets sallallahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam will be created from the same ingredient. In
other words, when this ingredient undergoes the
process of mudabbar! Prophets will be born from it.
When the same ingredient is left at large, devils will be
born from it.

O man! It is now left to your capability. Allah ta‘ala
gave you both capabilities. You can rectify it and
become the deputies of Prophets, become the truthful,
become martyrs and become the righteous. If you leave
it to waste away, you will become devils, Pharaoh,
Namrud, Bush or anyone else.

Training is of Essence

Hadrat Maulana ‘Abd al-Ghani Sahib Phulptri
rahimahullah, the khalifah of Hadrat Hakimul Ummat
Maulana Ashraf ‘Ali Thanwi rahimahullah, used to say:
“You get some gooseberries which fall off from a tree.
People collect them by sweeping them with a broom,
take them to a druggist’s shop and sell them at a cheap
price. Others are thrown in a rubbish dump. They have
no value whatsoever. Those that are taken to a druggist
are pounded, mixed with various other medicines and
used for constipation and as laxatives. Then you get
those gooseberries which are pierced repeatedly with a
knife, added to a syrup and jam is made. This is then
wrapped in foil and placed on the royal table. It is used
to bring joy to the heart and strength to the mind. It is
no longer just a gooseberry, but a special jam. We
could refer to it as one that has gone through a process
of rectification. This is why it got admission in the royal
court and embellished the royal table.

1 This is a special process in medicine through which the
harmful effect of a substance is removed and it is then made
into a beneficial form of treatment.
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The gooseberry is the same, but look at its different
forms. However, the best of all is the one which was
pierced and went through the process of mudabbar. We
learn from this that planning and training are of
essence. It is through training that man becomes a
man in the true sense of the word. He alone is worthy
of proximity and acceptance in Allah’s court. He is the
one who becomes a Prophet, an orator, an imam and a
wali of Allah.

But if there is no training, he becomes a devil, he
becomes an enemy of Allah ta‘ala, he becomes an
opponent of the Prophets and the righteous ones. He is
then cast into the Hell-fire.

Rasilullah’s Rectification Centred Around Jahili Customs

Hadrat Shah Wali Allah Sahib Dehlawi rahimahullah
has written that Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam centred his programme of rectification around
jahili customs. He cleansed them, polished them,
beautified and shined them, and then presented a
Shartah before them which was wunprecedented.
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said with
reference to it:
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I have left you on such a clear path that its night is as

clear as its day. Only a person who is to be destroyed
will go astray from it.

Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said on the
occasion of the Farewell Pilgrimage on the plains of
‘Arafat:
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Listen! Everything related to the days of ignorance is
under my feet.

What this means is that customs of jahiliyyah which
have not gone through a process of rectification and
training are worthy of being cast into the Hell-fire and
trampled upon. However, when the same customs are
rectified and reformed, they become part of the
Shari'ah and become the means of entry into Paradise.

Putting An Effort Yields Results

Take the large branches which are obtained from a tree
as an example. A carpenter selects them, takes them
[to his workshop], removes the bark, beautifies them,
cuts and joins them with different pieces and makes a
chair, a table, a door and so on. The door is then used
to adorn a musjid. As for other branches which have
not been used are either used as firewood, or left to lie
and become the food for borer worms. We learn from
this that when an effort is made on something, or on
an ingredient, it will come right. But if it is left to lie, it
will go to waste.

People Are Wasting Away Their Abilities

My dear friends and elders! When a person undertakes
his rectification he can raise himself from the pits to
the peak. Our Hadrat Maulana Muhammad Ahmad
Sahib rahimahullah used to explain a very beneficial
theme which has been included in Ruh al-Bayan. There
was a Hakim Manzir Ahmad Sahib Marhim in
Jaunplir who was a very capable hakim. People were
seated in his house. It was winter. Coal was brought
and ignited. It caught on fire, sparks began flying and
the place became warm. Hadrat said: Look! The coal
was lying around without any regard for it. But when
you gathered it, ignited it, and its sparks began flying,
they became a source of light and warmth. Had you not
assembled the coal and did not light it, the coal would



The Method of Rectifying The Self 269

have remained coal. It would have neither provided
light nor any warmth. This shows that the coal had the
ability of being ignited. However, it needed something
else to ignite it.

Similarly, Allah ta‘ala has placed capabilities in every
human. If he strives on it, the heat of Allah’s love can
come into him. Unfortunately, we are wasting away our
capabilities.

Allah ta‘ala placed capabilities in everyone. Rasulullah
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said:
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Every child is born on the natural religion.

Everyone has potential within him irrespective of
whether he is an American or a Russian. He has the
ability to embrace Islam and accept the true religion.
However,
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It is his parents who make him a Jew, Christian or fire-
worshipper.

Rectification is Compulsory on Every Person

Everyone has the potential. Those who claim that they
have no potential are absolutely wrong. Allah ta‘ala has
ordered us to rectify our character, to purify our selves,
and to rectify the heart. If the ability to do all this was
not in us, He would not have ordered us to do all this.
Rectification of the self is therefore compulsory on
every person. Allah ta‘ala says:
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He who purified it has indeed achieved his goal.!

In other words, he purified and cleansed it from
blameworthy characteristics. This shows that everyone
has the potential to rectify himself and to put himself
in order.

In the same way, the capability was found in all the
unbelieving Arabs. The capability was not in Hadrat
Abt Bakr radiyallahu ‘anhu alone. However, the
unbelievers did not make use of this capability. For
some people, their family came as an obstacle. For
others it was their leadership. For others it was their
wealth. For others it was their authority. Based on all
this, they did not bother about the rectification of their
selves and became destined for the Hell-fire. They were
prepared to accept the Hell-fire but could not tolerate
their rectification.

The Greed For Kingship Became an Obstacle to Obedience to
Rasilullah

Qadi Thana'ullah Panipatti rahimahullah relates the
following incident in his Tafsir Mazhari in the
commentary to Strah al-Munafiqin. When Rasulullah
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam was proceeding from
Madinah Munawwarah for the expedition to Bani
Mustaliq, two persons began fighting against each
other on the journey. One was from the Muhajirin and
the other was from the Ansar. Each one called for his
own group to support him. This resulted in quite a
commotion. When this news reached the leader of the
hypocrites, ‘Abdullah ibn Ubayy, he said: “Had we not
accommodated these Muhajirtn in our city, they would
not have been able to rise against us. Because you
people see to their needs, they assemble around the
Messenger. Do not help them, they will suffer poverty,

1 Strah ash-Shams, 91: 9.
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then disperse and be defeated.” He added: “When we
return from this journey, the noblemen from among us
must expel these ignoble Muslims.” The Qur’an says in
this regard:
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They say: “If we return to Madinah, the powerful ones
will expel there-from those who are weak.”!

Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam was obviously
very disturbed when he learnt of this. He came out a
short time after sunrise and began walking in the
fields. Abdullah ibn Ubayy’s son learnt of this so he
came and said: “O Rasulullah! What is the matter?”
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said: “Do you
not know what your father said? Go and tell him that
Allah ta‘ala informed me of everything.” The son said:
“If you permit me, I will go and chop off his head and
present it to you. However, there is something else
which I have to tell you. When you were about to come
to Madinah, a crown was being made for my father.
One pearl was left to be inserted which prevented it
from completion. You arrived in the meantime. He is
saying all this out of jealousy and hatred, and is
excused to a certain extent.” Rasulullah sallallahu
‘alayhi wa sallam pardoned him.

My dear friends! It was the crown which prevented him
from accepting Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam.
He knew very well that Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam is a true Prophet, but his greed for the crown
came as an obstacle. The greed for position stopped
him.

1 Stirah al-Munafiqun, 63: 8.
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The Need to Kindle One’s Capabilities

My dear friends! Capability is to be found in everyone.
When a person makes use of a capability, then — Allah
willing - he will certainly benefit. It is therefore
essential to make use of one’s capabilities. Rasulullah
sallallahu  ‘alayhi wa sallam had kindled the
capabilities of the Sahabah radiyallahu ‘anhum and
brought them to the forefront. See from where to where
he conveyed them. They neither went to any school,
college nor university. Yet look at the high rank which
Allah ta‘ala conferred to them. When man makes an
intention of rectification, Allah ta‘ala creates beauty in
that ingredient. He confers knowledge to him and sets
right his character.

The Effect of Companionship

Maulana ‘Abd al-Ghani Sahib rahimahullah also used
to say: Look at the sesame seed. It has no real value.
However, when its oil is extracted and rose petals are
placed in it, the fragrance of the rose petals permeate
the oil and it is then referred to as rose oil and not
sesame oil. Even its name has changed. The
characteristic of sesame oil is different from that of rose
extract. The fragrance of each one is also different.
There is also a major difference in the price of the two.
Why has this happened? It is because the sesame
obliterated itself, remained under the servitude of the
rose and remained in its company. Then look at the
high position which Allah ta‘ala conferred to it!

Shaykh Sa‘di rahimahullah says in his Gulistan:

One day I received a handful of fragrant soil
from a beloved in the public bath.

I said to the soil: Are you musk or amber?
Because I am intoxicated by your beautiful
fragrance.
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It replied: I was just ordinary soil. However, I
remained in the company of flowers for some
time.

The beauty of my companions had an effect
on me. Apart from that, I am the same
insignificant soil which I had always been.

We learn from this that Allah ta‘ala placed capability
and potential in every person. When effort is made on
Allah-bestowed capabilities, Allah ta‘ala augments and
amplifies them.

A person said to our Hadrat Maulana Shah
Wasiyyullah Sahib rahimahullah: “Hadrat! Erudite
‘ulama’ do not come here.” He replied: “Rather, they do
not have the capability to come here, this is why they
do not come. The capability which could bring them
here has been rendered ineffective by them. They are
engrossed with words so they do not even want to
fathom the meanings. Just think! When effort is made
on the external words, sciences and various branches
of knowledge are unfolded. When they strive on
internal spiritual matters, will the meanings and
mysteries not unfold before them?!”

Allah ta‘ala has given us the capability for this
[spiritual aspect] as well. If a person strives in this
regard and walks towards Allah ta‘ala, then He gives
him through His grace and kindness. If he does not, he
will remain useless as he always was. Look for yourself!
There are so many people who have the opportunity
but they do not go to the Sufis. They have no contact
whatsoever with them. Consequently, the capability
remains suppressed and never comes up.

Just yesterday I related to you the story of ‘Allamah
Dahlan rahimahullah and what he was. Did he not
have potential in him? He certainly had but there was a
need to kindle it, there was a need to ignite it. When
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this happened, then look at how distinguished a Sufi
he became! He became part of the spiritual link. Allah
ta‘ala conveyed countless people to great heights
through him. In other words, many people became Sufi
masters and people of true recognition of Allah ta‘ala.

Hadrat Haji Sahib’s System of Rectification

Hadrat Maulana Muhammad Ya‘qub Sahib Nanautwi
rahimahullah was an eminent person. He was the head
teacher at Dar al-‘Ulum Deoband and the special
teacher of Hadith to Hadrat Maulana Ashraf ‘Ali
Thanwi rahimahullah. He had reverted to Hadrat Haji
Imdadullah Sahib rahimahullah. He went to Makkah
Mu‘azzamah. Hadrat Maulana Rashid Ahmad Gangohi
rahimahullah said: “Hadrat! This Maulana Muhammad
Ya‘qub Sahib will remain in your service. We will go to
Madinah Munawwarah and return to you.” Hadrat Haji
Sahib said: “Tell him not to say anything while he is
here.” Hadrat Haji Sahib felt that this is how his
rectification will be achieved. Although Hadrat Haji
Sahib was very soft by nature, he did not make any
concessions in his program of rectification.

Allah ta‘ala says Alif Lam Mim right at the beginning of
the Qur’an. In so doing, He is telling us not to become
engrossed in fathoming the meaning and import of
these letters. Instead, make the verses which follow the
focus of your knowledge. This shows that Allah ta‘ala
first taught us to remain silent. He taught us to remain
oblivious. This is because the oblivion of knowledge is
no less than the oblivion of wealth. Man does not like
to display his wealth, but is very eager to display his
knowledge. In such a situation, he is told to remain
silent. He is told to restrain his tongue. It is no
ordinary matter to accept this. Hadrat Hakimul Ummat
Maulana Ashraf ‘Ali Thanwi rahimahullah used to
occasionally ask Hadrat Khwajah ‘Aziz al-Hasan Sahib
Majdhub rahimahullah to remain silent and not to



The Method of Rectifying The Self 275

recite poetry to him. He used to do this for his
rectification. It is for the same reason that Hadrat Haji
Imdadullah Sahib rahimahullah frankly said to
Maulana Rashid Ahmad Gangohi rahimahullah to ask
him [Hadrat Maulana Muhammad Ya‘'qaob Nanautwi
Sahib| to remain silent, he must not say anything. The
others then proceeded to Madinah Munawwarah. When
they returned, then the first thing which Hadrat Haji
Sahib complained about was this: “I had told him not
to speak. But whenever he used to come to ask me a
question, then before I can answer him, he would start
talking.” Despite this, the Shaykh was such an expert
that he conveyed Hadrat Maulana Muhammad Ya‘qub
Sahib rahimahullah to great heights within a few days.
Allah alone knows the countless number of people who
were rectified through him when he returned to India.

The Responsibility of lgnorant Man

My dear friends! Allah ta‘ala has placed capability and
potential in every person. This capability is not found
in angels because they were not created from the four
elements but from light. They do not have the
animalistic element in them. They only have angelic
qualities. The conditions which result from the
animalistic element, such as hunger and thirst are not
to be found in angels. They are also pure from the
conditions which result from excessive animalistic
traits such as the desire for sexual intercourse. This is
why they have no need whatsoever for rectification.
They are created from light. Allah ta‘ala did not give
them any element through which they can rebel in any
way. They are all obedient and subservient. They have
been created rectified from the very beginning.

As for Shaytan, his element is such that he will never
advance towards rectification. And angels have not
been given the element through which they can come
towards corruption. Allah ta‘ala gave us elements
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through which we can go towards either of the two.
Allah ta‘ala placed animalistic and angelic qualities in
us, and there is a constant tug of war between the two.
The angelic quality pulls man towards elevation while
the animalistic trait draws him towards lowness. When
the animalistic element gains the upper hand, the
angelic element remains subdued. The opposite also
happens. Man was a wrongdoer and an ignoramus by
nature. This is why he gladly accepted this element and
asked for it. He said that he will rectify it, put it right
and train it. He said that he will establish a special
bond with Allah ta‘ala through it and acquire His
proximity and acceptance in His court. However, Allah
ta‘ala created Shaytan to test us and put us through
tribulations. We now have to combat him. Allah ta‘ala
said: The one who is successful in combating Shaytan
will be conferred with high ranks.

Jibril Stops at a Certain Rank
Allah ta‘ala says:

A
They have an appointed place.

In other words, it is demarcated, they cannot go beyond
it. However, there are limitless stations for man. This is
why he can surpass the angels. Rasulullah sallallahu
‘alayhi wa sallam went beyond where Jibril ‘alayhis
salam could go and demonstrated this to us. On
reaching a certain point, Jibril ‘alayhis salam stopped.
He could not proceed. The Bustan states:

Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said:
“O Jibrill Bearing in mind that you found me
sincere in my friendship, why did you hold
back the rein?”
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Jibril replied: “There is no way I can proceed.
I have to stop here because my wings do not
have the strength.”

“If I were to proceed even equal to a hair’s
breadth, the light of Allah’s power will burn
me and reduce me to ash.”

Striving Increases The Angelic Element

At this point, Rastlullah’s angelic element had
surpassed that of Jibril. At the time when he received
divine revelation for the first time in the cave of Hira’,
the angelic quality of Jibril had overpowered that of
Rasulullah’s. When Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam went through spiritual striving, his angelic
element overpowered his human qualities. This is why
he was also made to experience the Mi‘raj. Another
reason for enabling him to experience the Mi‘raj later
on [and not in the beginning] could be so that
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam acquires the
angelic element to the maximum.

Consider The Fact That we Are in The Ummat of Muhammad

Allah ta‘ala conferred that position to Rastlullah
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam which is beyond anyone’s
imagination. By the grace of Allah ta‘ala, He included
us among his followers. We have to be grateful for this
as well. We have to consider it. If a person claims that
he is the son of such and such king but does the work
of a tanner, will it be okay for him to say such a thing!?
We are claiming that we are from the ummat of
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam, yet we are
engrossed in play and amusement. We are caught up
in flagrant sinning and immorality. We are immersed in
enjoyment and moral depravation. Despite this, we
make big claims of being aligned to the ummat of
Muhammad sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. Although
Rasulullah  sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam is not
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apparently with us, all his teachings are present. We
can adopt them and establish our link with him. We
can gain entry into Paradise. We can also realize our
rectification by embracing those teachings. However, if
we forget the teachings of Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi
wa sallam, we cannot enjoy any rank and position. Our
honour lies solely through association with him. That is
where our rank lies, if not, there is nothing for us.

Who Will be Deprived at The Haud-e-Kauthar?
Allah ta‘ala says:

Surely We gave you Kauthar.!

The word “Kauthar” also means abundant good. It is
also the name of a river. Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi
wa sallam said:
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My pond is as wide as a journey of one month. Its four
sides are equal Its water is whiter than milk. Its
fragrance is better than musk. Its drinking mugs are as
many as the stars. Whoever drinks of it will never feel
thirsty again.

Another narration states that Rastulullah sallallahu
‘alayhi wa sallam said:

1 Strah al-Kauthar, 108: 1.
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Some people will come to me at the Haud-e-Kauthar
whom I will recognize and they will recognize me as
well. A barrier will then be placed between myself and
them. I will say: “These are my people!” It will be said to
me: “You do not know how many innovations they
introduced [in Din] after you.”

In other words, they deviated totally from your path.

The entire ummat will be assembled. An angel will
shove aside a person who will be near Kauthar.
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam will say: “He is
from my ummat! Why are you moving him away?” It
will be said: “You do not know how many innovations
he introduced after you. He is certainly from your
ummat but he did not remain on your path. He moved
away from it.”

There are many Ahadith wherein Rasulullah sallallahu
‘alayhi wa sallam says that if a person does such and
such act, he is not of us. One such Hadith states:
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The one who does not show mercy to our juniors and

does not respect our seniors is not of us.

Another Hadith states:
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The person who follows a way which is different from

ours is not of us.

We learn from this that there are many statements,
actions and characteristics which are not in line with
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the message of Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam.
If a person practises on them, then — as per the words
of Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam — he is not of
us.

This is something to fear. Let it not happen that we go
to Kauthar and Allah ta‘ala announces: “You are not
from the ummat of Muhammad.” May Allah ta‘ala keep
us all under His protection. A Hadith states:

(138 13, ese sl ) L};’j uﬁj\.«ij\ J;Y L}C\.ﬂ.&

My intercession will be for those in my ummat who
committed major sins.

What a great glad tiding! However, there will also be
some people who will not be eligible for his
intercession. This is a serious warning. May Allah
ta‘ala rectify us all. Amin.

I was saying that Allah ta‘ala has placed capability and
potential in every person. Thus, every person must be
concerned about putting it to use. When there is
concern, he will try to preserve it. When he perceives
any deficiency in it, he will get worried. A poet rightly
said:

Thousands of grief remain on the heart of
the seeker.

If he did not recite the Qur’an, he is grieved. If he did
not engage in dhikr, he is grieved. If he did not
meditate, he is saddened. If he ill-treated someone, he
feels bad about it. If he is harsh towards someone, he
is grieved. All this grief conveys him to success in the
Hereafter. This grief is no ordinary thing. After all, it is
grief and concern which polish and ignite the hearts.
This is why some Sufi masters and mentors
intentionally cause grief and worry to their disciples as
a way of rectification. They do this so that they can
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move forward and progress in this path. The author of
Dalil al-Falihin writes in his commentary to Riyad as-
Salihin:
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There is nothing like worry to polish the hearts and
nothing like concern to illuminate them.

I have many children so sometimes, instead of saying
“salik” (seeker) I say “walid” (father). One son is in
Bahrain, another in Riyadh and another in Qatar. Then
there are several daughters in various parts of India.
Furthermore, I do not know in what condition each one
is. When I hear of the pain or illness of one of them, the
heart gets affected and is grieved. This is why I
sometimes say: The Persian poet has used the word
“salik” but I say “walid” in its place. The crux of the
couplet is:

The father is grieved when children have to
go through any difficulty.

Wholesome Food Inspires One Towards Good Deeds

My dear friends! It is essential to safeguard the heart.
Protection of the hearts is extremely important. Do not
allow any such food to enter the stomach which is not
suited to the food of the heart. When inappropriate food
goes into the stomach, it will create murkiness in the
heart. It will bring darkness to the heart. Impose on
yourself to eat halal and wholesome food so that your
heart remains in order. Be concerned about conveying
food which is suited to the heart. For example, the
remembrance of Allah ta‘ala, reciting the Qur’an,
speaking the truth, good deeds, sound beliefs. These
are the things which provide wholesome nourishment
to the heart. If haram things go into the heart, they will
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cause darkness and murkiness. Based on this, Allah
ta‘ala said to Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam
and all the Prophets:
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O Messengers! Eat of the pure and do good.!

Wholesome food will produce good blood, and good
blood will encourage you towards the remembrance of
Allah ta‘ala and good deeds.

Sayyiduna ‘Abd al-Quddus Gangohi rahimahullah
writes that in this verse reference is made to the fact
that eating wholesome food will inspire a person
towards good deeds.

If we want to take benefit from the capabilities which
Allah ta‘ala endowed us with then we must direct them
towards the Sunnah and train them accordingly. We
must also continue making du‘a’ to Allah ta‘ala: “O
Allah! Inspire me to utilize the capabilities which You
gave in the correct manner.”

Allah ta‘ala says:
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He inspired it with the understanding of evil and
righteousness. He who purified it has indeed achieved
his goal. He who leaves it buried in the dust has indeed
failed.?

We learn from this that Allah ta‘ala had conferred
capabilities. He gave such capabilities whereby a
person could opt for evil or righteousness. The one who
opted for evil destroyed and obliterated his essential

1 Sarah al-Mu’mintn, 23: 51.
2 Sturah ash-Shams, 91: 8-10.
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element, and corrupted it. As for the one who purified
and cleansed it, he will be conferred with bounties from
Allah ta‘ala.

Test Yourself

My dear friends and elders! Allah ta‘ala endowed us
with great capabilities. Coal has the capability of
burning within it. When you give it some wind, it burns
forth, sparks fly, and it provides heat and light. Do you
think that if you convey the heat of love to the heart, it
will not gush forth? Try it for yourself and see. It is far
more capable than coal to produce heat and light.

Allah’s Remembrance Creates Heat in The Heart

The shaykh of Hadrat Maulana Muhammad Ahmad
Sahib rahimahullah was Hadrat Maulana Badr ‘Al
Sahib rahimahullah who was a graduate of Azhar
University in Egypt. A person came to him and said:
“Hadrat! How is the heat of love created in the heart?”
Hadrat replied: “Brother! Place your one hand on the
other and rub the two against each other.” When the
person did this, the Shaykh asked: “What do you feel?”
He replied: “I can feel some heat.” The Shaykh said: “In
the same way, you must rub your heart with Allah’s
remembrance. This will create the heat of love in your
heart.” The person also asked: “How can I give up
sins?” The Shaykh said: “Place your hand over the
chilam! of the huqqah.” The person said: “Hadrat! It
contains fire, how can I place my hand on it?!” The
Shaykh said: “Sin is also a fire. Therefore do not go
near it by your choice.”

There are many Ahadith on the virtues of dhikr. For
example:

1 The part of the hugqgah which contains tobacco and fire.
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I am the companion of the one who remembers Me.

Another Hadith states:
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I am with a servant when he remembers Me.

There are countless Ahadith on the virtues of dhikr.
Hadrat Shaykh al-Hadith [Maulana Muhammad
Zakariyya Sahib] rahimahullah has quoted many
Ahadith on this subject in Fada’il-e-A‘mal.

Allah ta‘ala says:
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Therefore remember Me, I will remember you and be
thankful to Me and do not be ungrateful.!

Remember Me during prosperity and I will remember
you during times of affliction. Remember Me when you
are in comfort and I will remember you when you are in
discomfort. Remember Me when you are in ease and I
will remember you when you are in difficulty.

My dear friends! There are many benefits in Allah’s
remembrance. One of the benefits is absolutely clear
and glaring, i.e. the heart experiences tranquillity from
Allah’s remembrance. Allah ta‘ala Himself says in this
regard:
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Behold! 1t is only through the remembrance of Allah that
the hearts find tranquillity.!

1 Strah al-Baqarah, 2: 152.
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Hadrat ‘Allamah Anwar Shah Kashmiri rahimahullah
says with reference to dhikr that a Hadith states:
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If a person who has silver coins distributes them in
charity while another remains in the dhikr of Allah
ta‘ala, the one engaged in remembrance will be superior
to the one spending in charity.

‘Allamah Kashmiri rahimahullah adds: “The
remembrance of Allah ta‘ala is such a worship that
even after seeing Allah ta‘ala in Paradise, it will not
come to a stop. It remains eternal.” He also said: “A
heedless person has no life, and one who remembers
Allah ta‘ala has no death.” He also said: “When a
person says ‘Allah, Allah’, then Allah ta‘ala responds by
saying: ‘Labbayk, labbayk!” This is the tafsir of the
words:
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Therefore remember Me, I will remember you.

He also said: “The soul — whether of the unbeliever or
the believer — never dies. However, the eternity of deeds
are specifically for the one who engages in Allah’s
remembrance. On the other hand, the one who is
heedless of Allah’s remembrance, he is like a dead
person even if his soul is still with him.”

The Blessings of Ramadan Cover The Entire Year

Allah ta‘ala gave us the nights and days of this blessed
month so that if we cannot do anything in the course of
the year, we should at least do something in this

1 Sarah ar-Ra‘d, 13: 28.
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month. We must at least engage in His remembrance.
The more we remember Him, the more we attach our
hearts to His remembrance, the effect of it will remain
for the rest of the year. Hadrat Maulana Shah
Wasiyyullah Sahib rahimahullah would often say:
“Look! Do not leave Ramadan lying down. Attach your
heart to it and acquire the treasures of the heart from
it. Once you acquire this treasure in this month, you
will see its effect for the rest of the year.” This is why it
is essential for us to put the days and nights of this
month into full use.

By the will of Allah ta‘ala there are many who are
occupied in dhikr and recitation of the Qur’an by day
and night. We consider it a great striving when we see
such a large gathering of people at night listening to
talks of Din. At present, there may be very few places
where people are awake. By the will of Allah ta‘ala,
seekers from far off places have assembled here. To
keep fast during the day, perform tarawih at night and
then to sit for so long listening to a lecture — these
require a lot of effort. Allah ta‘ala will certainly reward
you people for all this. Allah willing, this will enable
you to realize the purification of your hearts, you will
acquire tranquillity of the heart, you will gain Allah’s
pleasure which is the root and source of all bounties.
Allah ta‘ala alone is the giver.

We have been created in this world so that we may
rectify our selves and set right our hearts. After setting
it right, it must be made suitable enough to be
presented before Allah ta‘ala. Understand this well: The
heart which needs to be developed is known as qalb
malakiti (an angelic heart) towards which the Sufi
masters remain focussed. Allah’s gaze is also on such a
heart. Our entire affair rests on its rectification or
destruction. The other heart is the one which doctors
research. It is known as qalb mulki which can be
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physically seen. The Ahlullah strive and toil on the galb
malakuti and remain focussed on the heart on which
Allah ta‘ala remains focussed, and on which depends a
person’s success. The heart which Allah ta‘ala has
reserved especially for himself is actually a
manifestation of Allah’s power. Allah ta‘ala cannot
tolerate any outside interference in this regard. This is
why Allah ta‘ala will pardon every sin which was
committed by other body parts, but will not pardon
polytheism and unbelief which essentially stem from
the heart. Man will be told: You could not set right this
heart. You could not control it. You must therefore
proceed straight to the Hell-fire. Your abode is not
Paradise, it is Hell.

Let’s make du‘a’.
ey G ot de AN LA (Gl O Ay 2o
0 % e z y )

5 365 a8z BYes Bl J1 85 BYes Bl Je o 23l

Y55 Gy G ESS (e s EITESE5 B3 (el ol 2401
O Allah! Purify our selves. Set right our character.
Rectify our evils and create within us things which
would be in line with Your pleasure. O Allah! Inspire us
to engage in Your remembrance and to reflect over You.
Endow us with Your love and affiliation. Bless us with
the garment of piety. Embellish us with the jewels of
piety. O Allah! This Ramadan is the month of piety. Do
not deprive us of this piety. O Allah! Honour us
specifically with Your spiritual bounties. O Allah! Bless
us all with complete guidance and wellness. O Allah!
Give us total freedom from whatever worries we may
have. O Allah! Safeguard the honour and dignity of our
Din and worldly life. O Allah! Safeguard us against all
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the destruction of the world. O Allah! The Muslims are
being terrified and put through fear. Remove fear from
them. Bless them with total tranquillity. O Allah! Bless
us with the wealth of iman. Give us the wealth of the
Qur’an. Make Muslims the cause of good for the entire
world. O Allah! Make Muslims the cause of goodness
and mercy. O Allah! Let not the Muslims become
causes of corruption and tribulation. Rather, they must
be the means for rectitude and guidance. Provide them
with the means to do this. O Allah! Honour us with
every type of goodness by Your grace and kindness.
Protect us from all types of evils and tribulations.
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RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE DEPUTIES OF
PROPHETS

13th Ramadan al-Mubarak 1424 A.H.
Musjid of Dar al-‘Ulum Kantariyah
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Synopsis of The Lecture
Allah ta‘ala says:
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There came in their place successors who abandoned
salah and went after their lusts. They will, later on, see
the deviation.!

Mention is made of the Prophets ‘alayhimus salam
before the present verse and their special traits and
qualities are mentioned, viz. Allah ta‘ala guided them
and chose them. When they hear Allah’s verses, they
fall into prostration and cry before Him. We learn from
this that this ought to be the special condition of a
servant of Allah ta‘ala. He must be one who cries over
his sins. He must display his servitude before Him. He
must bow before Him. He must prostrate to Him. This
has always been the hallmark of sincere believers and,
in fact, of the Prophets ‘alayhimus salam. This has
been their salient feature.

Thus, Allah ta‘ala mentioned all this before the present
verse. Then for our admonition, Allah ta‘ala says that
these Prophets and Auliya’ who had these qualities
were followed by children who wasted away salah and
followed their desires. Just ponder! In order to prove
and demonstrate that they did not follow their pious
predecessors, Allah ta‘ala first makes mention of salah.
That is, they destroyed salah. This proves the
importance and greatness of salah and the
reprehensibility of destroying it. May Allah ta‘ala
protect us all from destroying salah and from following
our desires so that we are not included among the

1 Strah Maryam, 19: 59.
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unworthy heirs of the most superior and noblest of
Prophets and Messengers — Muhammad sallaliaGhu
‘alayhi wa sallam.
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My dear friends and elders! The fact of the matter is
that Allah ta‘ala discusses every such theme in the
Qur’an which is beneficial to us. This is why we too
have to speak about all the different themes. We do not
know who will benefit from which theme. There is a
cure in every verse. There is nourishment in every
verse. There is joy and delight, and also fear. We do not
know what will have what type of effect on who. This is

why we have to continue shedding light on the themes
of every verse.

‘Ulama’ Must be Aware of Prevailing Conditions

Every Muslim, especially the ‘ulama’, have to be aware
of the conditions of the time in which they are living.
Only if a person is aware of the conditions will he be
able to present verses of the Qur’an in line with the
conditions. Allah ta‘ala sent the Qur’an for guidance
until the day of Resurrection. He sent it for our
supervision. He sent it as a course of action. As long as
the ‘ulama’ are not aware of conditions and do not
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understand them, they will not be able to present the
verses in line with the conditions. The author of
Kashshaf who is an erudite scholar and commentator
of the Qur'an writes that it is essential for a
commentator of the Quran to be aware of the
conditions of his time. If not, he has no right to make
tafsir.

Therefore, we will have to select verses according to the
conditions which we are experiencing in our times. We
will have to explain and expound on them accordingly.
There are many things which were not in existence a
few years ago. So what explanation are you going to
give for them? Even if they are found in a verse, the
correct explanation will not be possible. The reason is
that when conditions change, rulings change. Allah
ta‘ala says:
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[He created] horses and mules and asses for you to ride,

and as an adornment. He creates that which you do not
know.!

After mentioning three specific modes of transportation
— horses, mules and asses — Allah ta‘ala says with
reference to other forms of transportation:
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He creates that which you do not know.

This includes all the different modes of transportation
which were not in existence in former times, e.g.
railway trains, motor cars, aeroplanes, helicopters and
so on which have been invented up to now. It also
includes all those which will be invented in the future.

1 Strah an-Nahl, 16: 8.
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The creation of all these is essentially the creation of
the True Creator.

A hundred years ago, no one imagined the aeroplane or
the helicopter. At present, we do not know what is yet
to come and we cannot even understand it. In just the
last ten years so many extraordinary things have been
invented. The speed at which these things came into
existence is probably unprecedented. Just look at the
telephone. Was it a small feat for a person to pick up a
phone and speak easily to someone in the other side of
the world? Then came the mobile phone which every
child is walking around with and which he can
understand fully well while we [old people| do not even
remember which button to press. Yet these small
children can easily understand its operation. You just
press a button and you begin talking. Allah ta‘ala
creates minds according to the instruments which
come into existence.

Allah ta‘ala creates new things, the knowledge of which
is essential for ‘ulama’ so that they can present the
ruling of Shariah with regard to them. Take the
loudspeaker as an example. When it was first
introduced, the issue was presented to Hadrat Maulana
Ashraf ‘Ali Thanwi rahimahullah. Hadrat remained
silent on the issue. Maulana Shabbir Ahmad Sahib
voiced his opinion. During the era of Maulana Thanwi
rahimahullah the issue remained doubtful as to
whether it can be used for salah or not.

This is why Hadrat Maulana Abrar al-Haq Sahib damat
barakatuhum! does not use it for salah. He says: “The
voice which comes directly from the imam must reach
me.” I used to think that he stands first because of the
first row. But then he personally said to me: “I stand

1 Hadrat passed away on 8 Rabi' ath-Thani 1427 A.H./17
May 2005.
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up so that the original voice of the imam reaches me
and I hear his actual voice.” Later on, the ‘ulama’
researched and investigated the issue and solved it by
concluding that it is the actual voice which reaches
from one place to the other.

The Need For Caution in Rulings

As I was saying, it is essential for ‘ulama’ to have
knowledge of new inventions so that they can teach the
ruling of the Shari'ah to the masses. Muslims are in
need of rulings of the Shariah and it is the
responsibility of ‘ulama’ to guide and steer them. The
‘ulama’ have to learn the rulings of the Shari'ah and
then convey them to the masses. Based on this, it is
the responsibility of ‘ulama’ to ponder over new
inventions in the light of the Qur’an and Sunnah,
extract rulings from them and then inform the ummat.
We constantly come across issues which are difficult to
understand. When this happens, we ask the people to
refer questions on such issues to Dar al-‘Ulim
Deoband, and what the scholars there say will be
correct.

Rasulullah’s Prediction

New issues concerning business dealings are quite
complex and it is difficult to make out whether usury is
involved or not. The other nations want this, i.e.
business must become so mixed up and complex that
everyone gets caught up in usury. There must be no
type of business which is not tainted by usury.
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam predicted:
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There will come a time when none will be saved from
devouring usury. If he does not devour it, its smoke will
certainly get him.

A Common Impermissible Practice

Nowadays the manner of selling crops is to sell them
before they are even harvested or to sell fruits before
they blossom. This is an invalid transaction. This is
especially common with respect to mangoes. There are
still many cautious people who do not buy mangoes
from the markets because they are sold when the
blossoms appear on the trees [and not after they have
been harvested]. A transaction of this nature is
unlawful because it is essential for the item that is to
be sold to be in existence. Here the fruit has not even
come into existence.

In some instances the fruit is sold after it appears on
the tree but with the condition that it will until it
remains on the tree. Such a transaction is invalid.
There are certain instances of selling fruit which are
permissible. We must inquire about them and practise
accordingly.

Hadrat Muslihul Ummat’s Caution

Take the example of fish. Hadrat Maulana Shah
Wasiyyullah Sahib rahimahullah used to abstain from
eating fish from his village, Tal Narja. The ruling is that
a pond which is a free-holding property, then its fish is
also free. The fish which lands in a person’s net belong
to him. Thus, the fish which is caught by a fisherman
is his, others do not have any right over it. This is
because the land of the pond does not belong to
anyone. This is why Hadrat would not eat fish, despite
the fact that there was a pond in his family land. Yes,
the fish which fishermen used to catch and bring, he
used to buy it from them and eat it. [ am informing you
of these issues of the past. Now we come across so
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many new issues which people like us cannot even
understand. We have to inquire from those who are
experts in this field and then give answers.

I was saying that it is essential to know about the
prevailing conditions so that you can formulate rulings
of the Shari'ah accordingly, issue fatwas and convey
them to the masses. This is why it is necessary for
‘ulama’ to do additional research. The researches of the
past are not enough. Solutions have to be found for
present issues. How we can practise on them? How we
can act on principles of the Shari‘ah? How we can save
ourselves from unlawful dealings, usury and so on?

The Purpose of The Khangah

My dear friends! There is a need to speak about this as
well. The khangah does not mean that we must not
speak on these issues. A khangah is also a place where
issues and rulings are explained, and people are made
to practise on them. If a person had to go to the
khanqah of Hakimul Ummat Maulana Ashraf ‘Ali
Thanwi rahimahullah and start his own formulas of
dhikr, he would say to the person: “Who asked you to
read this wazifah? There is no need for you to read it at
present. You must correct your recitation of the Qur’an
first. Learn tajwid, and learn the rulings of salah and
fasting. If you do not know the rulings, how will your
salah be correct? If sajdah sahw becomes obligatory on
you and you do not perform it, will your salah not be
defective? If your very purpose of coming here is
defective, what is the benefit of coming?”

Our Wazifahs Are of no Consequence Compared to The Pillars
of Islam

It is also necessary to know the rulings. These have to
be known by the ‘ulama’ and the masses. If the ‘ulama’
do not know the rulings and the masses also do not
know them, how will the pure Shariah continue to
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exist? How will our salah and fasts be correct? How will
we carry out our zakah and hajj? If these pillars of
Islam are not carried out correctly, of what benefit will
these wazifahs be? Discarding the pillars of Islam
renders the wazifahs pointless. A Hadith Qudsi states:
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My servant does not gain closeness to Me with anything
more beloved to Me than whatever I made compulsory
on him. He continues gaining closeness to me through
optional deeds until I love him.

Take the example of a person who has a six-hour duty.
In addition to working for the six hours, he puts in
additional work. He will receive an extra wage — over
and above what he was supposed to get for his six
hours. If he does not carry out his essential duty of six
hours, but puts in work out of his normal time of duty,
he will probably not receive a wage even for his
essential duty. Similarly, a person will have to perform
his five compulsory salahs. If he performs other
optional salah with them, they will be worthy of
acceptance. If not, they have no value. In the same
way, a person will first have to pay his compulsory
zakah and then his optional charities may be accepted.
The same sequence applies to every compulsory duty,
i.e. the original compulsory duty will be fulfilled first
and then the optional will be considered. Only then will
a person be able to gain proximity to Allah ta‘ala
through optional deeds. It is necessary to gain
closeness through compulsory deeds together with
optional deeds. When these two are joined, they will
result in compounded effulgence and joy. A person will
acquire special friendship with Allah ta‘ala. A Hadith
Qudsi says in this regard:
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I become his ears with which he hears, his eyes with
which he sees, his hands with which he holds and his
legs with which he walks.

Clarification Through an Example

Hadrat Maulana Isma‘il Shahid Sahib rahimahullah
used to say: Nowadays people consider the compulsory
duties [of Islam] to be forced-labour of the ruler of the
country. Now if you have ill-thoughts about the
compulsory duties, if you have no conviction in them, if
you have no interest in them, then it is similar to going
to the court of a king, making friends with his guards,
and thinking that this is enough. Will you ever get
access to the king in this way? What will that poor
worker do for you? Where will that guard be able to
convey you? The guard is essentially placed there to
take you to the king, but if you become so friendly with
him that you continue having tea with him and talking
with him until the next morning, and feel that his
friendship is enough, how will you reach the king? The
friendship with the guard should only be so that he can
convey you to the king. If your friendship with the
guard reaches the level where you consider him to be
enough and forget all about the king, the king will say:
“Get rid of this unworthy fellow! He came here to meet
me but has sufficed with the guard’s friendship.” In
fact, the king may very well expel the guard as well
because he is coming as a barrier between the king and
the people.

My dear friends and elders! Discarding the compulsory
duties and becoming attached to the optional acts is
similar to befriending the guard and disregarding the
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bond which you supposed to establish with the king.
We seek refuge in Allah ta‘ala.

Let me add one more thing in this regard. The bond
which we have with the Sufis is so that we can
establish a bond with Allah ta‘dla and with Rasulullah
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. A staircase is placed so
that we can climb to the top. If you cut off the
staircase, you will not be able to go to the top. In the
same way, if a person merely holds on to the staircase,
will he be able to reach the top? Never. It will not be
possible to go upstairs by just holding on to the
staircase. Rather, he will have to climb the stairs, then
he will reach the top. Similarly, if the affiliation with
the Sufis is with the correct intention and while
adhering to the etiquette and prerequisites, the person
will be able to reach Allah ta‘ala. Without this, he will
not reach.

The Reason For Not Reaching Allah

It is essential to understand these facts. The khangah
is not a form without a right and wrong side. Rather, it
also has principles, certain etiquette, prerequisites,
compulsory duties and obligations. When a person
practises on them, he will progress. Shaykh Akbar Ibn
‘Arabi rahimahullah says:
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The people were deprived of reaching Allah because
they disregarded the principles.

My dear friends and elders! This is why we have to be
extremely cautious. There is need for awareness and
vigilance. Shaykh Akbar says in Adab ash-Shaykh wa
al-Murid with reference to his era: “The khangahs have
been wasted away. I cannot see any shaykh who is
enjoining good and forbidding evil to his disciples.”
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A Sufi master of the sixth century is saying this. You
can well imagine what the condition must be today.

The Khanqah is a Place of Rectification And Action

Hujjatul Islam Imam Ghazzali rahimahullah wrote:
Bl el

The khanqahs have become inactive.

Khangahs are established for the rectification of
actions. The madaris devote themselves to academic
work. Some academic work is being done by the
madaris, but the work of rectification of actions is not
being done in the khangahs. This is why Imam
Ghazzali rahimahullah said:
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The khanqgahs have become inactive.

This is a very serious statement. We learn from this
that a khangah is established for action. If it is found
in the khangah, the khangah will be considered to be
alive, it will be considered to be useful. But if it is not
found there and no attention is given to action, the
khangah will be considered to be dead.

My dear friends and elders! I say these things by the
way so that the Tarigah may become clear to you. I am
coming here from a distant place. In fact, I have been
coming here since many years. It is therefore essential
for me to speak on the purpose for which I come here.
This has always been the practice of our elders. They
continue explaining so that at least some people of
sound understanding and intellect are born. If they
understand, there is hope that Allah ta‘ala will enable
them to practise as well.
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The verse which I read at the beginning was read
tonight in the tarawih. Hadrat Muslihul Ummat
Maulana Shah Wasiyyullah Sahib rahimahullah used to
speak a lot about it. This is why I too speak on the
verses which Hadrat used to speak on. Allah ta‘ala is
saying:
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There came in their place successors who abandoned
salah and went after their lusts. They will, later on, see
the deviation.!

Mention is made of the Prophets ‘alayhimus salam
before the present verse and their special traits and
qualities are mentioned, viz. Allah ta‘ala guided them
and chose them. When they hear Allah’s verses, they
fall into prostration and cry before Him. We learn from
this that this ought to be the special condition of a
servant of Allah ta‘ala. He must be one who cries over
his sins. He must display his servitude before Him. He
must bow before Him. He must prostrate to Him. This
has always been the hallmark of sincere believers and,
in fact, of the Prophets ‘alayhimus salam. This has
been their salient feature.

Thus, Allah ta‘ala mentioned all this before the present
verse. Then for our admonition, Allah ta‘ala says that
these Prophets and Auliya’ who had these qualities
were followed by children who wasted away salah and
followed their desires. Just ponder! In order to prove
and demonstrate that they did not follow their pious
predecessors, Allah ta‘ala first makes mention of salah.
That is, they destroyed salah. This proves the

1 Strah Maryam, 19: 59.
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importance and greatness of salah, and the
reprehensibility of destroying it. May Allah ta‘ala
protect us all from destroying salah and from following
our desires so that we are not included among the
unworthy heirs of the most superior and noblest of
Prophets and Messengers — Muhammad sallallahu
‘alayhi wa sallam.

The Biggest Sign of Unworthiness

Hadrat rahimahullah used to say in this regard: “Look
at how important salah is in the sense that Allah ta‘ala
mentioned the abandonment of salah as the first cause
of the unworthiness of the successors.” Had it been us,
we would have merely translated this verse and been
over with it. However, Hadrat rahimahullah stressed the
point that Allah ta‘ala first spoke about the
abandonment of salah when speaking about their
unworthiness and then mentioned the following of
desires. We learn from this that abandoning salah is
extremely evil and serious. The abandonment of salah
is the biggest sign of a person’s unworthiness. What a
powerful verse!

The Prophets ‘alayhimus salam used to fall into
prostration before Allah ta‘ala but their children and
associates who did not go through a programme of
training and rectification became degenerate. They did
not take and accept the training of the Prophets
‘alayhimus  salam. Consequently they became
engrossed in following their desires. Do you think that
the Prophets ‘alayhimus salam did not strive for their
training and rectification? They most certainly did.
However, sometimes there is such ill-luck, self-conceit
and haughtiness becomes so firmly embedded that a
person does not listen to his elders. Consequently, his
condition remains terrible and wicked. We seek refuge
in Allah ta‘ala.
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None Should be Haughty

You have heard and read about the story of Hadrat
Yasuf ‘alayhis salam and his brothers. Were his
brothers not the sons of a Prophet? They certainly
were. However, they did not accept the teaching and
training of the Prophet. Had they accepted his training,
they would not have cast their brother so mercilessly in
a well. My dear friends! This is something to really
think and ponder over. We must not allow our children
to become corrupt. This is why we must constantly
make du‘a’ to Allah ta‘ala for them: “O Allah! Keep
them steadfast on the straight path. Protect them
against deviation and misguidance.” None should vex
pride and be haughty, and claim that his children will
be most pious and will most certainly be righteous. No
one knows what is to happen tomorrow. This is why we
must constantly make du‘a’ to Allah ta‘ala for their
guidance and wellbeing.

Humility in Allah’s Court is Essential

Listen to this story which occurred in our madrasah. A
teacher disciplined one of the students by giving him
one or two slaps. His father arrived and said: “You
people hit my son although he is extremely pious and
straight. I protect him as if he is a girl.” Later on we
learnt that the boy became a Shi‘ah. In fact, he became
a senior scholar of the Shi'ah. When a person vexes
pride and claims perfection, Allah ta‘ala does not
permit him to remain on his claims. He breaks him. A
person has to humble himself in Allah’s court - there is
nothing but good in this. The more self-conceit a
person obliterates before Allah ta‘ala and the more self-
obliteration he adopts, the closer and more beloved he
will become to Allah ta‘ala. Maulana Rum rahimahullah
said in this regard:
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The person who sees and recognizes his own
faults has hastened towards his perfection.

That person is not flying towards Allah ta‘ala
because he considers himself to be perfect.

When a person conceals himself, Allah ta‘ala causes
him to glitter. This is why I am saying that you must
never be satisfied with regard to your children. You
must never be proud over their training and
rectification. Whoever was proud in this regard caused
his children to be destroyed. We seek refuge in Allah
ta‘ala.

A Du'd’ of Rasdlullah

Look! Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam himself
used to make various du‘a’s for himself and his
progeny. Only Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam
could have made such du‘a’s.
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O Allah! I hope for Your mercy. Do not leave me to myself
for even the blink of an eye. Set right for me all my

affairs.

Allah ta‘ala quotes the following du‘a’ of Hadrat Abu
Bakr radiyallahu ‘anhu:

- =

Grant me righteous offspring. I have turned in
repentance to You, and to You I have surrendered.!

Just think! Hadrat Abu Bakr radiyallahu ‘anhu is
making du‘a’ to Allah ta‘ala for the rectitude and

1 Stirah al-Ahqaf, 46: 15.
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rectification of his progeny and children. He did not
depend and rely on his self.

We learn from this that being a Muslim demands that
we hand over our rectification and the rectification and
training of our children to Allah ta‘ala. We must never
vex pride over our knowledge, capabilities and own
training.

Whether it be our own training or of our children, we
must place our trust in Allah ta‘ala. Together with
resorting to external means and procedures, we must
engage in earnest du‘d’ to Allah ta‘ala. Inspiration is
from Allah ta‘ala alone.

Hadrat Miisa’s Du‘a’

Look! Hadrat Musa ‘alayhis salam is going to Pharaoh.
Allah ta‘ala is the one who is sending him. He is going
under the order of Allah ta‘ala. In addition to this, he is
going with miracles which Allah ta‘ala gave to him. He
has a staff in his hand which can be turned into a
serpent. The other is his hand which when he places in
his armpit, it glitters brightly. In short, he is provided
and embellished with everything. Despite all this,
Hadrat Musa ‘alayhis salam does not boast in the least
over any of these things. He did not become haughty
over the fact that Allah ta‘ala gave him miracles so he
does not need anything else. Rather, when he was
about to go to Pharaoh, he said: O Allah! All these
miracles are in their place, but I still plea to you to
open my chest:

AL G e A

He said: O Allah! Expand for me my chest and make
easy my task.!

1 Sarah Ta Ha, 20: 25-26.



Responsibilities of The Deputies of Prophets 307

This staff will only be of use when You will it. If not, it
will merely fall to the ground and will not become a
serpent. It can only turn into a serpent with Your will.
You are sending me to a tyrant and oppressor like
Pharaoh. You have conferred me with strange and
unique miracles. Despite all this, I beg You to open my
chest with knowledge and forbearance. Give me
knowledge and forbearance. Knowledge so that I can
call him towards 1man in the light of knowledge.
Forbearance so that if Pharaoh speaks harshly to me or
treats me badly, I am able to bear it. I need both
things.

Hakimul Ummat Hadrat Maulana Ashraf ‘Ali Thanwi
rahimahullah writes in Bayan al-Qur’an with reference
to “expansion of the chest” that Allah ta‘ala blessed
Hadrat Musa ‘alayhis salam with wide knowledge, and
the qualities of forbearance and tolerance to withstand
the opposition of opponents and the torments imposed
by them. In this way, he will enjoy speaking to his
opponents and advising them.

Knowledge Has to be Accompanied by Forbearance

There are many who are hot-headed. They possess
knowledge but are devoid of forbearance.
Consequently, even if they present the truth before
someone and invite with the correct objective, but if
their addressee is also hot-headed and speak to them
harshly, they will not be able to bear it. They
themselves will respond in similar fashion. In this way,
no rectification will be achieved. It is therefore essential
for an inviter to have the quality of forbearance.

The addressee is already messed up; there is a need to
be soft towards him. He considers the Shari'ah to be
very hard and is fleeing from it. In such a situation, one
has to be soft towards him. He believes that the
Shart‘ah is bitter and harsh, and is therefore becoming
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distant towards Din. You have to present Din to him by
including softness and sweetness in your speech. If
not, there will be the affliction and bitterness of Din,
and add to it the harshness and bitterness of your
speech. When these two combine, it will cause the
person to become even more distant. Understand this
well and practise accordingly.

Look! Just before my talk, I wanted to drink orange
juice and found it a bit sour. I said to someone: “Bhai,
it is sour.” Rose candy was added into it immediately
and it became sweet. It became enjoyable and I drank
it. In the same way, when sweetness is added to
something bitter, the bitterness disappears. When
there are worms in the stomach of children, they are
given a bitter medicine. It is therefore placed in a small
sugar-cake so that the child does not perceive the
bitterness. Instead, it tastes sweet and the child takes
the medicine easily. Thus, we will have to become sweet
before bitter people. Only then will the programme of
rectification be successful.

An Egyptian scholar, ‘Allamah Sayyid °‘Ali Mahflz
rahimahullah who is the author of Ibda’ writes in his
other work, Hidayah al-Murshidin, that people flee from
the Shari'ah because they consider it distressing. If you
were to add your own distress to it [by your harshness],
people will flee even more. You should therefore make
the distress enjoyable by adding sweetness to it and
attracting people to you. You must then present Din to
them with softness. Allah willing, they will certainly
accept. Inspiration is solely from Allah ta‘ala.

The Du'd’ of Hadrat Misa Contains a Complete Lesson of
Da‘'wat

My dear friends! Ponder over the du‘a’ which Hadrat
Musa ‘alayhis salam is making:
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He said: O Allah! Expand for me my chest and make
easy my task.!

In other words, expand my chest with knowledge and
forbearance, and make my task easy for me. If there is
knowledge and forbearance, but no ease, then there is
a possibility of despair if difficulty is faced. Glory to
Allah! What a sequenced du‘a’! It contains a complete
lesson of da‘wat.

Hadrat Musa ‘alayhis salam is going to Pharaoh who is
a tyrant and an oppressor who can do anything.
Hadrat Musa ‘alayhis salam places his trust in Allah
ta‘ala, fortifies himself with knowledge and
forbearance, and proceeds to carry out the obligation of
da‘wat.

You heard about the incident which occurred before.
When he was an infant, his mother put her trust in
Allah ta‘ala and placed him in a wooden chest. He
eventually reached the court of Pharaoh and was
brought up by him. Allah’s wisdom is displayed here
when we see how He conveyed Hadrat Musa ‘alayhis
salam to Pharaoh’s court. This incident is related in the
Qur’an.

All these points were in Pharaoh’s mind. This is why he
used to say: “This is the one whom I had nourished in
my palace! Yet he is speaking to me in this way!”
Hadrat Musa ‘alayhis salam was speaking from the
point of Allah ta‘ala. Therefore, he could have no fear
or trepidation. He had acquired strength from Allah
ta‘ala. What could Pharaoh do?

1 Sarah Ta Ha, 20: 25-26.
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My dear friends! This du‘a’ of Hadrat Musa ‘alayhis
salam is most comprehensive on the subject of da‘wat.
You heard two parts of the du‘a’, i.e. expansion of his
chest and providing ease in his task. He made a third
du‘a”
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Loosen the knot from my tongue so that they may
understand my speech.!

Eloquence in speech is also needed in da‘wat so that a
person is able to convey what is in his mind in the
proper manner. This is something to be learnt. This is
why Hadrat Musa ‘alayhis salam made du‘ad’ for the
setting right of his tongue.

Allah ta‘ala also instructed Rasulullah sallallahu
‘alayhi wa sallam to speak in an effective manner. He
says:
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So you be indifferent to them, advise them and say to
them words which would be of benefit to them.2

A speech will be of benefit and have an effect when
sincerity and honesty are accompanied by eloquence.

What is The Use of Such a Talk?

Listen! The work of da'wat and tabligh needs to be
effective. You will first have to create an effect in your
heart and create an effect in your words. Then see
whether people are affected by your lectures or not.
Obviously, correctness of language is also necessary so
that people can understand what is said. Let it not

1 Sarah Ta Ha, 20: 27-28.
2 Strah an-Nisa’, 4: 63.
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happen that a person speaks for three long hours and
after that the people in the audience say: “We did not
understand what the Maulwi Sahib said. He seemed to
be speaking well but we could not understand his
objective.” You will have to say things which can be
understood. If you quote poetry with full fervour and
deliver a speech as though it is a qawwali session, then
there will be no benefit in it. Of what use is such a
talk? May Allah ta‘ala inspire us to say things which
are useful and give people the inspiration to accept.
Amin.

The Meaning of Destroying Salah

I was saying to you that in order to display the evil
actions and ways of succeeding generations, Allah
ta‘ala first mentioned the destruction of salah.
Destruction of salah could take several forms. One is to
abandon salah completely. Another is to delay in its
performance. Another is to perform it against the
Sunnah way. Yet another is to perform it at the wrong
time. All these are included in the definition of
destroying salah. The worst form is to abandon salah
totally. The next is not to perform it according to the
Sunnah, and to even leave out some of the obligatory
acts. Knowledge is needed so that salah is not
destroyed. Imagine you also spent your time and then
realized that you did not derive any benefit, instead,
you adopted a form of destroying salah! We seek refuge
in Allah ta‘ala.

The Second Cause of Unworthiness: Following Desires

Allah ta‘ala first mentioned the “destruction of salah”
to demonstrate the unworthiness of those who came
after the righteous people. He then said:

They went after their lusts.
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The destruction of salah certainly includes following of
one’s desires. In fact, it is a branch of it. On the other
hand, if - instead of destroying saldah - a person
establishes it, he will be safeguarded against many
desires. He will not even get an opportunity of following
his desires.

One of my friends by the name of ‘Abd ash-Shakur
Jawed holds a double M.A. He was saying to me that if
you look at the times which Allah ta‘ala appointed for
the five salahs and a person were to perform them at
their prescribed times, the person will not be able to go
to the cinema. This is because the times at which the
films are shown are the times in which a person has to
perform salah. If he were to go to the cinema late at
night, it will become difficult for him to get up for fajr.
A person who is concerned about his salah will
therefore go to sleep early. The television people also
have films at times when a person is unable to perform
salah. If he were to watch television at two in the
morning and he were to watch immoralities, he himself
will get caught up in following his lusts. He will not be
able to perform his salah.

After completing my first hajj, I went to a relatives
house in Jeddah. He had a television in his house and
the whole family used to watch until late in the night.
Consequently, they would remain asleep until late in
the morning. I had to go for fajr salah and the doors of
the house were locked. How will I perform my salah? I
performed my fajr at the house for the first day or two.
But then I thought to myself that whatever I acquired
from the hajj is going to get wasted here. So I
proceeded to Bayt al-Hujjaj.

While staying there, the person in-charge came to call
me and said: “Maulana, come quickly, a picture of
Hadrat Bilal is going to be brought here.” I asked: “Is it
a genuine picture?” He replied: “No, it is an assumed
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picture.” 1 replied: “Even if it was a genuine picture I
would hesitate to see it.”

Of What Benefit is This?

My dear friends and elders! They are making full efforts
to broadcast such things at salah times that we are
unable to perform our salah. Wherever you go after the
‘isha salah, you will not find people reciting the Qur’an
or reading Surah Ya Sin. Even if you go to the houses
of senior people you will find the television on. They
now offer the excuse that they are watching the news
on BBC. One Maulwi Sahib was saying to me:
“Maulana, during the Afghan war, we leave the sunnats
of ‘isha and so on, and we go home to listen to the
BBC.” I asked: “Of what benefit is it? You are watching
for so many days, of what use was it to you? You could
have spent the same time making du‘a’. There can be
no benefit in watching how the bombs are falling and
how they are being attacked. We ought to make du‘a’
that Allah ta‘ala helps the Muslims and gives them
victory.”
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If you help Allah He will help you.

You can at least help the afflicted ones by making du‘a’
for them. If we cannot do anything, we can at least
make du‘d’. Unfortunately, we cast du‘a’ aside, leave
the sunnats, and then hasten to listen to the radio.
Even though we may be performing the sunnats later
on, what is the need to delay them? Of what benefit will
it be to you or to others by listening to the news?

Our Lack of Concern
A Hadith states:
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Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said: The
believers in their mercy for each other, love for each
other and affection for each other are like a body. When
one part of the body has a complaint, the entire body
responds with sleeplessness and fever.

We learn from this that if any calamity befalls the
Muslims of the East, then Muslims in the West must
feel the pain. Nowadays there is no perception of this.
We will casually look at what is happening to them
without feeling the least that our brothers are in
difficulty. We do not feel anything until it falls on us.
The level of our unconcern is that even when we see a
calamity falling on others, it does not cause any
remorse and sadness in us. What we ought to be
thinking is that this may well be a punishment from
Allah ta‘ala. It may be His way of seizing people,
reprimanding them and taking them to task. We ought
to set right our affairs and dealings. We ought to
adhere to repentance and seeking forgiveness. This is
the way to save ourselves from divine punishment. May
Allah ta‘ala give us refuge.

Punishment Can be Deferred Today as Well

You people probably know the story of Hadrat Yunus
‘alayhis salam. Allah’s punishment had fallen on his
people. He left them and emigrated. His people then
realized the severity of their sins. When they saw the
harbingers of the punishment, they turned to Allah
ta‘ala immediately. In fact, they cast aside the unlawful
deeds which they were occupied in. So much so that
they removed all traces of unlawful wealth in their
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houses and repented with a true heart. On seeing this
condition, Allah ta‘ala felt sorry for them and turned
the punishment away from them. There is no nation on
whom Allah’s punishment had arrived and then turned
away except for the nation of Hadrat Yunus ‘alayhis
salam.

My dear friends! Punishment can be deferred from the
ummat of Hadrat Muhammad sallallahu ‘alayhi wa
sallom as well provided we have concern for our
rectification, and repent and seek forgiveness sincerely.
Inspiration is from Allah ta‘ala alone.

Your Actions Are Your Rulers

Amusement is rife today. Immorality is widespread. No
one has control over his self. No one is able to control
his desires and anger. When sins become common, so
will calamities.

PEN R r_a;dt.:j
Your actions are your rulers.

In other words, depending on our actions, that is the
type of rulers who will be appointed over us. If we do
not pay our zakah, such people will be appointed over
our treasures who will destroy and burn our wealth. A
Hadith states:
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Protect your wealth through zakah, treat the sick among
you through charity, and seek assistance to defer
calamities through du‘a’.

Glory to Allah! What a comprehensive Hadith. Bringing
it into action will ensure worldly and Dini benefit for
us. Inspiration is from Allah ta‘ala alone.

Committing Sins Before Ramadan

Just recently I went to my hometown Karisath Ghosi,
district Mau. All praise is due to Allah ta‘ala our
hometown is well-known for religiosity. You people
must have heard of the place called Mau Nath
Bhanjan. This place has higher centres of Islamic
education since a long time. Education until the
Daurah year is imparted here. All praise is due to Allah
ta‘ala, my early years of study were at Dar al-‘Ulam
Mau. Kopa Ganj, Ghosi and other places have madaris
which are established by our people. I was most
disappointed when I was sitting somewhere after ‘isha
and saw people moving in groups after groups. I asked:
“What is the matter? Where are these people coming
from?” Someone replied: “They are all returning to their
homes from the cinema.” All of them were wearing
lungis, topis and Islamic dress. I was extremely
saddened when I saw this. I thought to myself that the
cinemas are filled with our people. It was just before
Ramadan so they were trying to finish off their sinning
before Ramadan. Shaytan is imprisoned in Ramadan,
so they were doing whatever they could before
Ramadan. We seek refuge in Allah ta‘ala.

All Losses Are Recovered on The Day of Id

I went to Gorukhpur on one occasion. An ‘alim there
said to me that a wine seller said to him: “Maulana, we
suffer huge losses in Ramadan. People just do not buy
alcohol. But we recoup all our losses on the night of
1d.” To Allah we belong and to Him is our return. Look
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at the condition of Muslims! They had been abstaining
from alcohol in Ramadan but make up for it on the
night of “9d! What blessings of Ramadan did they
acquire? They are totally deprived.

This is why when I deliver a talk on the day of ‘id — in
fact even before it — I say: Continue with the recitation
of the Qur’an as you were doing in Ramadan. If you
had been reciting three paras of the Quran in
Ramadan, you should at least read half para daily after
Ramadan.

Now look at these people [who consume alcohol on the
night of 1d]. Even outsiders have understood that their
Ramadan is only in name, there is no fear and
spirituality in it. If not, this would not have been the
case. They give up all sins superficially, and on the very
night of ‘id they go back to their old ways. If this
situation is going to continue, how can you expect
Allah’s help? Why do you complain to Allah? Put your
life in order. Set right your deeds and conditions, and
you will see how powerful you will become.

You alone shall remain triumphant if you posses iman.!

Iman does not merely comprise of the letters i-m-a-n.
rather, it has certain demands, it has certain actions
and pillars. Only when you fulfil them will you be a
believer in the true sense of the word. The fruit of great
heights will then follow.

A Powerful Valley of Hell

I read a verse to you in the beginning. In it Allah ta‘ala
demonstrated the unworthiness of those who came
after the righteous ones. He did this by saying that they

1 Starah Al ‘Imran, 3: 139.
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destroyed salah and followed their lusts and desires. If
they destroy salah and then succumb to their desires,
their destination can only be Hell. Their punishment is
therefore mentioned next:
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They will, later on, see the deviation.!

‘Allamah Baghawi rahimahullah says that ghayy is a
powerful valley in Hell. If a person is cast into it, he will
reach its bottom after 70 years.

Hadrat Kab radiyallahu ‘anhu says that when Hell
starts to get cool, there is a well beneath this valley by
the name of ghayy. The lid of the well is opened and
the entire Hell becomes hot once again.

Hadrat ‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘ud radiyallahu ‘anhu said
that ghayy is the name of a cave in Hell which has far
more types of punishments than Hell itself.

Hadrat ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas radiyallahu ‘anhu said
that ghayy is a cave from which Hell itself seeks refuge.
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O Allah! Give us refuge from the Hell-fire.
This is followed by:
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Except the one who repents.
In other words, the one who repents will be saved. This
verse is certainly most important. We ought to worry

about practising on it. Look at the level of piety of our
elders! Look at how much they used to fear Allah! Look

1 Strah Maryam, 19: 59.
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at how fear used to overwhelm them! Our condition
today is the complete opposite. There is neither fear nor
humility. In fact, we do not even think of these things.

A Talk on Hell Ought to Make us Cry

I had delivered a talk in a madrasah two years ago. I
spoke on rectification. When I left, another speaker
went forward and spoke about Hell. He made the
people laugh so much that they were falling on each
other out of laughter. Look! The talk is on Hell but
people are made to laugh! A talk on Hell ought to make
us cry. It ought to cause us to seek refuge; not to
laugh.

My dear friends! Look at the power of this verse. May
Allah ta‘ala inspire me to practise and all of you as
well. May He make us all the true heirs of Rasulullah
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. Whoever follows the
Sunnah is a deputy of Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam. He is a representative of Rasulullah sallallahu
‘alayhi wa sallam. He is an heir of Rasulullah
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. As for the one who does
not follow the Sunnah, then even if he is a Sayyid, he
enjoys no rank. Allah ta‘ala has no regard for lineage.
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam himself said:
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The one who has been held back by his actions will not
be sent forth by virtue of his lineage.

A person’s lineage will not take him forward. Those who
advanced did so through actions. No one moved
forward because of lineage. Action is essential for
everyone. May Allah ta‘ala inspire us all towards
action.
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Let’s make du‘a’
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O Allah! Bless us all with sincerity. Guide us. Inspire
us towards genuine repentance. Keep us all steadfast
on the straight Din. O Allah! Grant total salvation to
the entire ummat which is immersed in sin. O Allah! Be
kind to us. O Allah! Give us every type of wellness.
Pardon us our sins. Inspire us towards obedience. O
Allah! Crown us with Your love and affiliation to You.
Guide all the Muslims. O Allah! Rectify everyone — the
masses and the elite. Rectify the masha’ikh, the murids
and the ‘ulama’. We are all in need of rectification. O
Allah! Enable each person to progress in whatever rank
he is. Inspire us to engage in Your dhikr and Your
contemplation. O Allah! Enable us to be conscious of
our mistakes and errors. O Allah! We do not possess
any perfection. Whatever we have is from You alone.
You can take it away whenever You will. O Allah! Give
us the ability to fear You. Give us the ability to hope for
Your mercy. O Allah! Safeguard us and our children
from all evils and tribulations. Keep us, our children,
our families, our associates and murids steadfast on
the correct Din until the day of Resurrection. O Allah!
Keep our hearts steadfast on Din. O Allah! Remove
whatever calamities that are approaching. And if they
come, enable us to withstand them.
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ACKNOWLEDGING SINS: THE SECRET TO
SPIRITUAL PROGRESS

14th Ramadan al-Mubarak 1424 A.H.
Musjid of Dar al-‘Ulam Kantariyah
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Synopsis of The Lecture

Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said with
reference to the Sayyidul Istighfar (chief form of seeking
forgiveness):
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Whoever says it with full conviction during the day and
passes away on that day before the evening shall be
from the people of Paradise. Whoever says it with full
conviction at night and passes away that night before
the morning shall be from the people of Paradise.

The Sayyidul Istighfar is:

~
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Hadrat Muslihul Ummat rahimahullah used to say that
the Sayyidul Istighfar should be read at least three
times each in the morning and evening. Allah willing,
calamities will be averted and one will acquire
salvation. If we read it from our heart, with
acknowledgement and admission [of our sins|, and with
full conviction, then — Allah willing — we will acquire its
blessings. Say the words:
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Of the wrongdoers.
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While being conscious of your evils and slip ups. Allah
ta‘ala likes it when you consider yourself to be of the
wrongdoers and believe Allah ta‘ala to be free from
injustice, defects and shortcomings. Allah ta‘ala will
honour you with His pleasure and give you salvation
from calamities.
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My dear friends and elders! It is solely through Allah’s
grace and kindness that we are listening to the Qur’an.
We are listening to its recitation and, to a certain
extent, listening to its meaning and message. This is
certainly our good fortune. It is a great bounty and
favour to have a bond and attachment with the Qur’an.
If you read and listen to the Qur’an attentively, you will
know that the stories of the Prophets which are related
from Hadrat Adam ‘alayhis salam to Rasulullah
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam by and large deal with
their striving, toiling, expositions and observations.

Allah Likes Humility

Allah ta‘ala makes mention of the striving of Hadrat
Adam ‘alayhis salam. He was put through a difficulty
and hardship but he accepted it with open arms. He
did not object or complain in the least. He said:
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O our Sustainer! We wronged ourselves. If You do not
forgive us and have mercy on us we will certainly be of
the losers.!

Look at these words! Look at the humility and
servitude which they display. A worshipper is
displaying his humility, servitude and helplessness
before his object of worship: If You do not have mercy
on us and do not forgive us, who is there to forgive us?
We will be destroyed and ruined. Allah ta‘ala liked
these words.

In fact, it was Allah ta‘ala Himself who had inspired
these words in their hearts and they uttered them.
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Adam learnt some words from his Sustainer.?

Allah ta‘ala instilled these words in his heart. When a
ruler is happy, he presents certain words to a criminal
and says to him: “If you say these words I will pardon
you. I will issue a verdict in your favour.”

A Seeker Cannot Bear to be Separated From His Quest

Hadrat Adam ‘alayhis salam was a chosen servant of
Allah ta‘ala. He was to be Allah’s deputy on earth. This
is why Allah ta‘ala put him through some grief of
separation. After all, a lover is not pained by anything
as much as he is by his separation from his beloved. A
poet says:

Do not utter the bitter words of separation.
You may do whatever you like, but do not
talk about separation because a true lover

1 Sarah al-A‘raf, 8: 23.
2 Surah al-Baqarah, 2: 37.
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cannot hear about separation from his
beloved.

Maulana Rum rahimahullah says:

The bamboo from which a flute or pen is
made is complaining about its separation. It
is asking: Why have I been removed from the
jungle and confined to a pen? Why have I
been confined to a flute?

When a flute emits a sound, the one playing it assumes
that it is on account of his excellence. In actual fact, it
is complaining over its separation from its source. It is
asking: Why have you brought me here? I was living
freely in the jungle. Why did you bring me and confine
me here?

Maulana Rum rahimahullah made this the basis of his
whole Mathnawi. The conclusion he comes to from this
is that when a servant is sincere, his soul agitates to
meets its Allah. It continues quivering due to its
separation from Allah ta‘ala. It does not have any peace
because it had been occupied in the love and
recognition of Allah ta‘ala. Now that it has become
attached to the world of bodies, physical qualities such
as lust and anger have overwhelmed it, resulting in a
decrease in its spiritual qualities. This is why it is
remorseful. We learn from this that a seeker remains
occupied. He remains restless. He cannot tolerate his
separation from his quest. He is always complaining.

Shaykh Sa‘di rahimahullah expresses this theme via a
nightingale:

A nightingale had a leaf of a beautiful flower
in its beak. Despite having this joyous
possession, it was weeping and crying. When
I asked it: “What is the reason for crying
when you have your quest?” It replied: “It is
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the manifestation of the beloved which keeps
me doing this.”

In other words, just as separation causes me
restlessness, when I am with my beloved, I am restless
out of fear that I will be separated from it.

My dear friends and elders! Hadrat Adam ‘alayhis
salam is the father of all mankind. He is known as Abul
Bashar. Based on this, he was the first to show us the
way to Allah ta‘ala. If you want to tread the same path
and want to please Allah ta‘ala, you must choose the
path which your father, Hadrat Adam ‘alayhis salam,
had chosen. That path is the path of humility and
servitude, and acknowledgement of your sins.

The Greatness of Great People

I went to Bandah on one occasion to meet Hadrat
Maulana Qari Muhammad Siddiq Sahib Bandwi
rahimahullah. He asked me to deliver a talk. I am not
saying this to praise myself but out of praise for Hadrat
Qari Sahib. Look at his level of humility. He was an
accepted Sufi master. He made me sit on a chair while
he himself sat on the floor in front of me. I insisted that
he sit comfortably on one side but he refused saying:
“No. I want to listen attentively to your talk. This is why
I am sitting in front.” Look at how our elders had
obliterated themselves! Whenever we happened to be at
a function together, he would request me to deliver a
talk first. Then when he used to go forward to deliver
his talk, he would constantly quote what I said, by
saying: “Maulana said this...Maulana said this...” Glory
to Allah! Look at his humility and selflessness! These
are very rare qualities in our times.

I went to Bandah and Hadrat requested me to deliver a
talk. The audience was by and large made up of ‘ulama’
and students. I spoke on the same subject — on how
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Hadrat Adam ‘alayhis salam uttered words of humility
and servitude before Allah ta‘ala.
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O our Sustainer! We wronged ourselves. If You do not
forgive us and have mercy on us we will certainly be of
the losers.!

Through these words, he repented, sought forgiveness
and acknowledged his mistake. I said: This is the way
of Allah ta‘ala. This is the path to reaching Allah ta‘ala.
That is, you must abandon self conceit. You must lower
yourself before Him. Obliterate and wipe out all your
things before Allah ta‘ala. Forget all claims to
perfection and excellence...express your shortcomings
and defects, and nothing else.

Remain on The Path of The Father

Our Hadrat Muslihul Ummat Maulana Shah
Wasiyyullah Sahib rahimahullah would occasionally
test students and seekers. He asked them on one
occasion: “Tell me, what do I desire from you?” Many
senior ‘ulama’ were present. Each one wrote a reply
according to his disposition and presented it to Hadrat.
I wrote: “Bearing in mind that we are the children of
Adam ‘alayhis salam, Hadrat Wala wants us to adopt
the way of Hadrat Adam ‘alayhis salam.” Hadrat was
most pleased with this answer.

Listen! Adam ‘alayhis salam had opted for submission.
He chose servitude. He chose self-obliteration. Our
success and honour lie in choosing these qualities.
Allah ta‘ala had taught him these words. These are no
ordinary words. Allah ta‘ala is teaching them to His
special servant — that this is how he must apologize

1 Sarah al-A‘raf, 8: 23.



Acknowledging Sins 330

and seek pardon. Allah ta‘ala will then pardon him.
Subsequently, he acted on this advice and Allah ta‘ala
pardoned him. In fact, He appointed him as His deputy
on earth. We learn that the way of Hadrat Adam
‘alayhis salam was one of humility and submission.
This way is now identified for his progeny as the way of
reaching Allah ta‘ala.

The Path of Shaytan

The accursed Iblis chose to be self-conceited, proud
and haughty. He tried to demonstrate his greatness so
he was disgraced. He was cast into Hell. He was left
with no value and rank in Allah’s sight. He was the first
to use logic against an established order. He said to
Allah: “You created me from fire and Adam from soil.
And fire is greater than soil. This shows that I am
greater than Adam. Why, then, should I prostrate
before him?” He resorted to his own logic to prove his
greatness. We learn from this that those who resort to
their intellectual arguments against clear texts of the
Shartah and following the path of Shaytan. This was
the way of Shaytan. Even today, many people are
following in his footsteps and resorting to intellectual
arguments. They ought to be absolutely silent before
the orders of Allah ta‘ala and Rasulullah sallallahu
‘alayhi wa sallam, and consider their intellects to be
absolutely worthless. They must abandon logic against
clear texts. A poet rightly said:

If any person uses his intellect to say
anything in the presence of Rastlullah
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam he is similar to
a foolish person looking for a small flickering
lamp when the sun is shining in all its glory.

The person who resorts to his intellect in the presence
of the Quran and Hadith is just like the person
searching for a lamp in the presence of the sun. This is
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a famous couplet. Maulana Rum rahimahullah is
known for themes of this nature. He says that using
the intellect to provide a proof is like a wooden table.
When you place a heavy object on it, the table shakes
unsteadily. In the same way, their proofs are very
shaky and cannot bear anything in the least. It is a fact
that realities cannot be understood with the light of
divine revelation and the light of prophet-hood. These
two are essential for understanding facts. Mere intellect
and intelligence are not enough.

The Absence of The Light of Revelation And The Light of
Prophet-Hood Results in Deviation of The Intellect

‘Allamah Ibn Qayyim rahimahullah said: There is light
in your eyes. If the external light is extinguished, you
will not be able to see anything. We learn from this that
the eyes need external light as well. As long as the light
of the eyes does not obtain light from a lamp or the
sun, they will not be able to see. In the same way, Allah
ta‘ala placed light in the intellect. However, it needs the
light of divine revelation and the light of prophet-hood.
As long as these two lights are not with it, it will not be
able to understand anything. The intellect will
understand nothing except destruction and ruin. The
intellect is not enough for the discovery of facts and
realities. Rather, it needs the light of divine revelation.

Glory to Allah! What a beautiful explanation. May Allah
ta‘ala illuminate his resting place.

Look at the phenomenal revolution which Rastulullah
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam brought about in just 23
years through this light of divine revelation! He spread
this light throughout the world. The same light is
coming down through the generations and will
continue until the day of Resurrection. It is because of
this light we are living. If not, destruction and ruin
would have befallen us a long time ago. If others had
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the upper hand, they would have put an end to us a

long time ago. Allah ta‘ala says in this regard:
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They seek to extinguish the light of Allah with their

mouths but Allah will perfect His light even if the
unbelievers dislike it.!

My dear friends and elders! It is solely through this
light of divine revelation and prophet-hood that we are
surviving, the entire system of the universe is running
and Islam is existing.

Look at the beautiful statement made by Hadrat
Khwajah Muhammad Ma'stim rahimahullah. He said:
The people because of whom this world is existing,
others are their enemies. If they [believers] do not
remain, the world will be destroyed and demolished.
The reason is that when anything is divested of its
purpose, it becomes futile. Just think! Why is the
universe existing? It is for Allah’s worship. It is for
obedience to Him. It is for His recognition. When these
things no longer remain, the existence of the world will
become futile and pointless. Allah ta‘ala will put an end
to it immediately. This is why Rasulullah sallallahu
‘alayhi wa sallam said:
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The Final Hour will not take place as long as someone
who calls out Allah Allah in the world remains.

My dear friends! Allah ta‘ala conferred light to
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. He blessed
him with the light of divine revelation. Those who follow
and emulate him are also given a share of this light.

1 Strah as-Saff, 61: 8.
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The followers of a Prophet are given supernatural feats
(karamat) of a similar nature to the miracles which
were given to that Prophet. Rasulullah sallallahu
‘alayhi wa sallam came with the light of knowledge and
the light of divine revelation. This is why his followers
are given knowledge which was not given to nations of
the past — neither the followers of Hadrat ‘Isa ‘alayhis
salam nor of Hadrat Musa ‘alayhis salam. Since
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam came with the
light of divine revelation, the light of prophet-hood and
knowledge, there were from his heirs such erudite
scholars, possessors of light and people of supernatural
feats who could be truly referred to as the heirs and
deputies of the Prophets.

The Prophets Do Not Ask For Calamities

My dear friends and elders! Just ponder! Look at
Hadrat Adam’s statement which was filled with Allah’s
recognition:
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O our Sustainer! We wronged ourselves.

On the other hand, Shaytan said to Allah ta‘ala: “You
created me from fire and you created Adam from soil. I
am therefore superior to him and will not prostrate to
him.” He voiced his own opinion against Allah ta‘ala.
He tried to use logic before an order of Allah ta‘ala. He
went against an explicit order of Allah ta‘ala.
Consequently, he was expelled from Allah’s court.

Hadrat Adam ‘alayhis salam acknowledged his mistake
and moved forward. He continued progressing. He was
honoured with the garment of deputyship. What great
ranks he received! No one can even imagine them. An
ordinary follower of a Prophet cannot imagine the high
rank of a Prophet.
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Hadrat Adam ‘alayhis salam was the first Prophet.
Allah ta‘ala showed His path to him. Hadrat Adam’s
way was one of humility and servitude. If we follow the
same way, we will reach Allah ta‘ala. But if we follow
the path of pride, we will go astray as it happened to
Shaytan.

The children of Hadrat Adam ‘alayhis salam are also
taught that if they want to tread the path, they will
have to cast self-conceit aside, they will have to
abandon arrogance, they must not vex pride over even
their worship and whatever they do. Instead, they must
humble themselves before Allah ta‘ala, they must opt
for servitude. All the Prophets ‘alayhimus salam did
this. They had to suffer illnesses, they were put
through numerous tribulations, they had to suffer the
taunts and criticisms of people, they were even
compelled to emigrate.

Look at the hardships which Hadrat Ibrahim ‘alayhis
salam had to endure. Look at the hardships which
befell Hadrat Nuh, Hadrat Isma‘1ll and Hadrat Zakariyya
‘alayhimus salam. Some of them were pierced from top
to bottom. These were the hardships and difficulties
which they had to endure. There can be no other way.
This is the way forward.

We have to make du‘a’ to Allah ta‘ala to protect us
against such difficulties. Maulana ‘Abd al-Hayy Firangi
Mahalli rahimahullah said that no Prophet or Wali
asked for the opposite of wellbeing and wellness. They
all asked for wellbeing. However, if — despite this — any
calamity befell them, they resorted to patience and
forbearance. This is the way of the Prophets ‘alayhimus
salam: They never ask for a calamity because asking
for it smacks of audaciousness and pride. So do not
ask for calamities. Instead, make du‘a’ as follows: “O
Allah! Safeguard us against tests and tribulations. We
are weak, we cannot bear tribulations.” However, if
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calamity strikes, success lies in bearing it with patience
and fortitude. Think that it has come from Allah ta‘ala,
so what if you accept it! Allah ta‘ala will give you
something in return which you cannot even imagine.

The Faith And Intelligence of a Sahabiyah

A woman came to Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam and said: “O Rasulullah! I suffer from epilepsy
which causes my private area to get exposed. Please
make du‘a’ for me. Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam said:
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“If you exercise patience you will obtain Paradise. But if
you want, I can make du‘a’ to Allah to cure you.” She
said: “I will remain patient.” She then said: “Make du‘a’
to Allah my private area does not get exposed.”
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam made du‘a’ for
her.

Look at the intelligence of this woman! It demonstrates
the level of her iman and modesty. She did not want
freedom from her illness, rather, she wanted to be
saved from becoming exposed at the time when she
experiences epileptic fits.

Allah Likes The Obligatory Ordinances Just as He Likes
Concessions

A Hadith states:
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When any remorse, pain, worry, concern, harm or
sorrow afflicts a Muslim — in fact, even when a thorn
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pricks him — then Allah ta‘ala wards off his sins on
account of it.

Hadrat Sumayyah radiyallahu ‘anha was the mother of
Hadrat ‘Ammar radiyallahu ‘anhu. She was struck with
a spear in her private part. Before she could be
martyred, the wunbelievers tried their utmost to
convince her to speak ill of Rasulullah sallallahu
‘alayhi wa sallam. She blankly refused. That is when
they stabbed her in her private part with a spear and
martyred her in this way. Hadrat ‘Ammar radiyallahu
‘anhu was her son. When he was forced to speak ill of
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam, he said it only
verbally. He then came crying to Rasulullah sallallahu
‘alayhi wa sallam and said: “O Rasulullah! I have
committed a wrong.” Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam asked: “What is it?” He said: “I spoke ill of you
in order to save my life.” Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi
wa sallam asked: “Was their any doubt in your heart?”
He replied: “No.” Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam said: “If a similar occasion presents itself, you
may do the same thing to save your life.”

The ‘ulama’ state that the mother practised on
resoluteness while the son practised on a concession of
the Shari‘ah. In this way, both Sunnah practices have
been established. If a similar situation is experienced, a
person may make a verbal utterance to save his life.
This is also a Sunnah. Hadrat Maulana Shah
Wasiyyullah Sahib rahimahullah used to speak a lot on
this subject. He used to say that it is a concession from
the Shariah of Muhammad sallallahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam. Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said:
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Allah likes for His concessions to be practised on just as
He likes His obligatory ordinances to be practised on.
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Knowledge of this is also essential.

My dear friends and elders! I was saying previously
that even if a thorn pricks a believer, he is rewarded for
it. A believer rejoices when he hears these virtues. The
one who kills him assumes that he has caused him
harm. Where can an unbeliever ever cause harm to a
believer!? By killing the believer, the unbeliever has
actually given him a free ticket to Paradise. It is
certainly an occasion of joy for a believer. This is why
he rejoices over it.

My dear friends! We see all these businesses running
on a daily basis. Just as external physical governments
are running, internal spiritual matters are also carrying
on in the background. We have no knowledge of what
decree has been passed with regard to whom.
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Every day He is engaged in some matter.!

He is conveying some people to Paradise for free, and
others He is casting into the Hell-fire.

Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said:
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A person has a certain rank which Allah ta‘ala decreed
for him. The person cannot reach it through his deeds.
So Allah ta‘ala continually tests him with difficult
situations until he reaches that rank and position.

Similarly, it is stated in some books that a person does
not like to attend good assemblies. Allah ta‘ala forces

1 Strah ar-Rahman, 55: 29.
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him to go there and, consequently, he is conveyed to
Paradise.

My dear friends! This is the way of difficulties and
striving. May Allah ta‘ala — through His grace and
kindness — be lenient to us and provide us with ease so
that we can attain our objective. This is the du‘a’ which
we have to make. However, if we are confronted with
difficulties and hardships, we will have to exercise
patience and remain firm. Allah ta‘ala promises His
proximity to those who are patient:
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O believers! Seek help through patience and prayer,
surely Allah is with the patient ones.!

What a great glad tiding for those who are patient!

My dear friends! This path is the path of patience. If
you face any hardship, you must resort to patience and
think to yourself:

Whatever comes from my friend [Allah] has
to be good.

Think of this and remain patient. If you cannot exercise
patience, stand up and offer salah. Beg and beseech
Allah ta‘ala. Speak to Him. He will bless you with
patience. This is the path of patience. This is the path
of striving and toiling. You will have to be prepared for
everything and come onto this path. A person does not
bother about the risk to his life in ordinary play and
sports. A person breaks his leg and becomes paralysed.
Another is struck by a ball and his head is shattered.
We learn from this that injury and destruction to all
body parts are possible in these different sports. Yet,
they do not worry about all this.

1 Strah al-Baqarah, 2: 153.
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My dear friends! So what is so far fetched if any
hardship or difficulty is faced in the path of Allah
ta‘ala? Even if one’s life is lost in His path it has to be
tolerated. In fact, everything must be sacrificed for
Allah’s pleasure. Even if your life has to be sacrificed it
must be considered a cheap bargain. A poet rightly
said:

How can the love for Allah ta‘ala be less than
the love for Layla? It is better to make
yourself into a ball in the path of love.

Majntin had become a ball in the path of Layla. So
what if you become a ball in the path of Allah? There
has to be some hardship and striving in this path. I
say, hardship and striving are not peculiar to this path
alone. They have to be endured in every path. Even if
you have to pass a superintendent’s exam, you will
have to endure some hardship. You will have to go
through various types of exercises before passing this
test. If you are seeking Allah’s Paradise, do you think
you will not have to do anything for it? If you want
Allah’s pleasure, do you think you will get it just by
sitting at home? Open your ears and listen to these
words of Rastulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam:
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The commodity of Allah is expensive.

You will have to endure some hardship and difficulty
for it. Even this is not much. It is a good bargain.

If you want to establish your value and
worth in both worlds, you will have to
increase and augment it because it is still
very cheap.

My dear friends! Make du‘a’ that Allah ta‘ala creates
this zeal in our hearts. It is easy to talk. We have to
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strive to develop this condition in us. We must get
ready to tread Allah’s path. We must be prepared for it.
If this striving remains, Allah ta‘ala will create ease and
provide the means. But the prerequisite is for us to be
ready and prepared.

A person said to a pious elder: “Hadrat! A flood is
approaching. Make du‘a’ that it stops.” He got up to
stop the flood. He took a spade and began shovelling off
the dams which people had made to stop the flood.”
The people said to him: “Hadrat! If you do this, the
water will flow towards where we are living and destroy
everything.” He said: “Wherever the Master is, that is
where Shah Daulah will go. If the Master has willed for
the flood water to come this way, who am I to stop it?”
No sooner he said this, the water stopped.

You also get servants of Allah ta‘ala of this rank. The
fact of the matter is that he was on the level and
station of being the beloved of Allah ta‘ala.

The story of Hadrat Yanus ‘alayhis salam is similar to
the story of Hadrat Adam ‘alayhis salam. There are
many other stories in the Qur’an. They contain many
lessons. Allah ta‘ala explains the path in its totality
through these stories. The Qur’an is the greatest means
for reaching Allah ta‘ala. It is known as the rope of
Allah ta‘ala. A rope is suspended from a high building
so that people wanting to go up could climb the rope.
Similarly, the Qur’an is a rope to reach Allah ta‘ala. A
person can reach Him by holding on to this rope.

The verse which I recited in the beginning makes
mention of Hadrat Yunus ‘alayhis salam. 1 did speak
about it previously but there is no harm in explaining it
again. The style and tone of the explanation changes,
so the effect also changes. You know that Hadrat
Yunus ‘alayhis salam was a Prophet. He did his utmost
to explain to his people to adopt Din because in it lies
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success in this world and the Hereafter. They did not
pay heed. When he lost hope in them, he felt it would
be better to leave them and go somewhere else. He left
them and proceeded on his way.

Allah’s punishment then hovered over his people. They
saw it approaching and realized that they are to be
destroyed. They became anxious and left out in search
of their Prophet. On one hand the punishment is
approaching, and on the other side they have no one to
guide and steer them. They did not know who to
consult. When a calamity strikes and people have no
one to guide them, steer them and advise them, then
they are at a loss. Here too the people became
apprehensive. They said to themselves: “It seems as
though our Prophet became angry at us and left.” They
could do nothing so they all turned to Allah ta‘ala with
genuine hearts. They immediately gave up all actions
which would earn Allah’s wrath. They threw out the
unlawful items which they had in their houses. They
then separated the children from their mothers and the
calves from the cows. They all started to cry and weep.
Their action was liked by Allah ta‘ala, He accepted their
repentance and the punishment was withheld. The
Qur'an states that apart from the people of Hadrat
Yunus ‘alayhis salam, the punishment was not averted
from any other nation. Allah ta‘ala liked their crying,
beseeching and submission. This is why He withheld
the punishment.

They were saved from the punishment and their affairs
were set in order. In the meantime, Hadrat Yunus
‘alayhis salam had left them and reached the sea-
shore. He wanted to board a nearby ship but had no
money to pay for the fare. One of the ship owners felt
sorry for him and allowed him to board his ship. When
the ship reached the centre of the ocean, it was
engulfed in a storm. The captain said: “It seems as
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though a slave who fled from his master has boarded
this ship. As long as he is not cast into the ocean, the
ship will not be able to come out of the storm.” Hadrat
Yanus ‘alayhis salam said: “I am the one who fled from
my Sustainer. You may cast me into the ocean so that
you people are saved. If not, you will not be safe
because of me. You will all be destroyed.” The ship
owners said: “You have such a luminous countenance.
It seems unlikely that you are the one who fled from his
master. How can we cast you into the ocean?” Hadrat
Yunus ‘alayhis salam said: “Draw a lot. Whoever’s
name comes out will be cast into the ocean.” A lot was
drawn and his name came out. The people still refused
and said: “We cannot cast a person like you. You seem
to be a pious man. We will cast a lot again.” They drew
a lot and his name came out again. Hadrat Yunus
‘alayhis salam said: “Just cast me into the ocean and
you will be safe.” He was then cast into the ocean and
the ship came out of the storm.

Now look! How many mistakes and errors we commit!
How many shortcomings we commit! Yet we do not
perceive them in the least. Nor are we taken to task
immediately. But look at how a Prophet was taken to
task! This is because they [Prophets] are the close
servants of Allah ta‘ala. As the saying goes:

The close ones experience many worries.

Hadrat Yunus ‘alayhis salam was cast into the ocean.
Allah ta‘ala ordered a fish to swallow him without
causing him any harm or injury. The fish carried out
Allah’s order, swallowed him and went down into the
depths of the ocean. Hadrat Yunus ‘alayhis salam
heard a voice which was glorifying Allah ta‘ala. He
thought to himself: Where is this sound coming from?
Allah ta‘ala sent revelation to him saying: This is the
sound of the glorification of the creatures of the ocean.
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On learning this, he also began glorifying Allah ta‘ala
while in the belly of the fish.
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There is no deity but You. You are pure of all deficiency.
I was of the sinners.!

The same Allah is in the belly of the fish. The same
Allah is in the depths of the ocean. The same Allah is in
the heavens and the earth. You cannot escape Allah
ta‘ala.

Some time back, a few American astronauts went to
the moon. They said: “We did not see God there.”
Listen! If you cannot see Allah ta‘ala on the ground in
America how will you see Allah ta‘ala on the moon? As
for the one who sees Allah ta‘ala here, he will see Him
everywhere else. He will see Him in London, in America,
in the heavens, on the moon. Allah ta‘ala is
everywhere. If you went on the moon and did not see
Him then it is because you are totally blind. There is no
benefit in your flying from here to the moon. Such
people are the biggest losers in the Hereafter as stated
in the Qur’an:

e S5 e e
You will be driven towards Hell, what an evil abode it
isl?

There will be fire from above and from below. Allah
ta‘ala says:

1 Stirah al-Ambiya’, 21: 87.
2 Strah Al ‘Imran, 3: 12.
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It is a fire kindled by Allah. Which leaps over the hearts.
They are locked up in it. In towering columns.!

They have a few days of enjoyment and splendour in
this world. On reaching there, all this will come to an
end. Hadrat Nizam ad-Din Auliya’ rahimahullah says:

Today is a good day. Tomorrow will not be
good.

My dear friends! Allah ta‘ala is everywhere. He is in the
belly of the fish. He is on the ship. Just as Allah ta‘ala
sees an act of disobedience in the musjid, He sees it in
the bazaars. He sees it on the trains and He sees it on
the aeroplanes. Allah ta‘ala is even watching you at the
place where you do not see anyone, His gaze is on you.
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He knows the treachery of the eyes and what the chests
conceal.?

Allah ta‘ala says:
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We certainly created man and We know all that
transpires in his self. We are closer to him than the
jugular vein.3

1 SGrah al-Humazah, 104: 6-9.
2 Sarah al-Mu’min, 40: 19.
3 Surah Qaf, 50: 16.
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My dear friends! These are no ordinary verses. They are
there to prepare a person in Allah’s path.

As 1 was saying, Allah ta‘ala is everywhere. Go to a
place where there is no Muslim, where no one knows
you, and a bottle of wine is in front of you. If you are
conscious of Allah ta‘ala on such an occasion and you
abstain from drinking then it is an indication of iman.
You are alone and beautiful young women are before
you, or the television is before you and you safeguard
your eyes. This is a sign of iman. A Hadith states:
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Fear Allah wherever you are. Follow an evil deed with a
good deed, the latter will wipe out the effect of the
former. Interact with people by displaying good
character.

My dear friends! If we are able to be conscious of the
fact that Allah ta‘ala is everywhere then we have
acquired a great treasure. We will reach the level of
ihsan. Look! Hadrat Yunts ‘alayhis salam was not
neglectful of this consciousness even when he was in
the belly of the fish. He included himself among the
wrongdoers. He considered himself to be one who
displeased Allah ta‘ala. He expressed absolute humility
and servitude. He acknowledged all these things with
such a genuine heart that Allah ta‘ala approved of and
like his response. Allah ta‘ala Himself says:

ARRESIAE
We accepted his supplication.

Allah ta‘ala loved his begging and beseeching, and
said:
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We rescued him from grief.

Allah ta‘ala gave him salvation from the grief of
separation from Allah ta‘ala, the grief of Allah’s
displeasure, the grief of being in the belly of the fish
and the grief of the darkness in which he was.
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In this way do We rescue the believers.!

My dear friends! This prescription and treatment has
been provided for us until the day of Resurrection.
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said in this
regard:
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The supplication of Dhun Nin when he was in the belly
of the fish was: “There is none worthy of worship but
You. Glory to You. I was certainly among the
wrongdoers.” When any Muslim who is in any difficulty
makes this supplication, Allah will most certainly
respond to him.

There are many in difficulties and hardships who read
this du‘a’ and obtain salvation. Some people read it for
success in their businesses. Others read it for success
in a court case. Several acts of oppression and tyranny
were being committed against Muslims in our area.
They were being butchered and massacred from all

1 Strah al-Ambiya’, 21: 88.
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sides. People were reading this verse and [ too was
encouraging them to read it repeatedly. All praise is
due to Allah ta‘ala, this practice still continues to this
day. Hadrat Maulana Muhammad Ahmad Sahib
rahimahullah used to pay particular attention to
reading it. He used to instruct his associates to read it
before going to sleep. He used to ask them to read it
300-400 times when going to bed.

Hadrat Yunus ‘alayhis salam acknowledged his
mistake and glorified the purity of Allah ta‘ala by
saying: “O Allah! You are pure. You are sanctified, [ am
from among the wrongdoers.”

My dear friends! Each one of us must firmly believe
that he is a wrongdoer. Let it not be that he says it
superficially while he considers himself to be holy and
pious. We will not achieve anything in this way.
Develop the submission and servitude of Hadrat Yunus
‘alayhis salam and you will achieve something.

Look! Hadrat Adam ‘alayhis salam said: “We wronged
ourselves.” Hadrat Yanus ‘alayhis salam said: “We are
of the wrongdoers.” Just think! They were Prophets of
their respective times, yet they are calling themselves
wrongdoers. The essence of each one’s statement is the
same, i.e. admission of one’s mistake. We learn from
this that consciousness and acknowledgement of one’s
wrongs are essential to obtain Allah’s pleasure.

My dear friends! There is no tasbih after which
salvation is promised except for this tasbih.
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In this way do We rescue the believers.!

1 Stirah al-Ambiya’, 21: 88.
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Towards the end of his life, our Hadrat Maulana Shah
Wasiyyullah Sahib rahimahullah used to teach and
instruct two things a lot. Whenever anyone asked him
to dictate something which he could read, he would
encourage him to read:

-
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There is no deity but You. You are pure of all deficiency.
I was of the sinners.!

The second thing which he used to instruct the person
to read was Sayyid al-Istighfar. Rasulullah sallallahu
‘alayhi wa sallam said with reference to it:
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Whoever says it with full conviction during the day and
passes away on that day before the evening shall be
from the people of Paradise. Whoever says it with full

conviction at night and passes away that night before
the morning shall be from the people of Paradise.

The Sayyid al-Istighfar is:
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Hadrat Muslihul Ummat rahimahullah used to say that
the Sayyid al-Istighfar should be read at least three

1 Strah al-Ambiya’, 21: 87.
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times each in the morning and evening. Allah willing,
calamities will be averted and one will acquire
salvation. If we read it from our heart, with
acknowledgement and admission [of our sins|, and with
full conviction, then — Allah willing — we will acquire its
blessings. Say the words:
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Of the wrongdoers.

While being conscious of your evils and slip ups. Allah
ta‘ala likes it when you consider yourself to be of the
wrongdoers and believe Him to be free from injustice,
defects and shortcomings. Allah ta‘ala will honour you
with His pleasure and give you salvation from
calamities.

Previously 1 related to you that when Maulana
Muhammad Yunus Sahib, the Shaykh al-Hadith of
Mazahir al-‘Ulum Saharanpur, was in London, he was
explaining the tasbih:
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He said: When a person glorifies Allah ta‘ala, says that
He is pure from all fault and blemish, then Allah ta‘ala
— through His grace and kindness — will purify the
person of his faults and sins by virtue of his constant
recitation of this tasbih. Allah willing, purification of
the self will be realized through this. It is therefore
extremely important.

This acknowledgment and admission has been coming
down through the generations from Hadrat Adam
‘alayhis salam to Hadrat Yunus ‘alayhis salam. In fact,
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam himself used to
acknowledge his mistakes. Look at the du‘a’ which is
read after the durtd sharif in salah. It is, after all, from



Acknowledging Sins 350

Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. It is a
comprehensive du‘a’ which clearly demonstrates
admission of sins and mistakes.
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O Allah! 1 have wronged myself greatly and nobody
forgives sins except You. Grant me forgiveness and have
mercy on me. Surely, You are all-forgiving, most merciful.

Is this not an acknowledgement of one’s wrongs? Look!
Three Prophets are acknowledging their mistakes.
Everyone knows that this du‘a’ is read in salah. How
many times a day we read it! We do not understand it,
that is why we do not realize its importance.

I was saying with reference to the Tarigah — that this is
the path to Allah ta‘ala. That is, one must give up self-
conceit and adopt self-obliteration. He must give up
pride and adopt servitude. May Allah ta‘ala protect us
against pride and evil characteristics. A person will be
able to rectify himself only if he intends to do it. A
person may be the son of a Sufi master, but if he does
not intend rectification he will never be rectified. A
person may be living in a khangah, but as long as he
does not intend rectification, he will never be rectified.
For example, a person is ill but he merely goes in and
out of the hospital. Will his illness be treated and cured
by merely walking in and out of the hospital? If he
walks the corridors of the hospital all the time but does
not get himself treated, will he ever get treated? Will his
illness ever be cured? Never. Let alone major and
chronic ailments, he will not even get freedom from
ordinary colds and fevers. Thus, as long as medical
treatment is not sought, as long as he does not abstain
from harmful foods, his physical illness will not be
cured.
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My friends! What about spiritual ailments such as
pride, jealousy, greed, avarice and so on? How can they
be cured without a treatment? These are no ordinary
ailments.

I received a telephone call after opening the fast today.
One of my special associates related the condition of
one of his close relatives. The latter sold his maternal-
uncle’s house. How did the uncle come to know that
his own house has been sold? When he went to his
house, he found someone else there. When the uncle
asked the person, he said: “I bought it from such and
such person.” Look! These are the conditions and
circumstances under which the children of the elite are
living. Just think! If this is the condition of the children
of the elite, how will Din progress? What good thoughts
of Islam will people have? How will they ever revert to
Islam? When irreligiousness, treachery and verbal
abusing are found in us, we will be the causers of evil
thoughts about Islam. We seek refuge in Allah ta‘ala. If
we display correct Islamic character, we will still find
many people entering the fold of Islam.

Our pious predecessors reached the shores of Gujarat
with their armies. To put it in other words, Gujarat was
the first place in the land of India to enjoy this honour
of having people who believed in the oneness of Allah
ta‘ala, in believing in Him as the absolute power and
the controller of all affairs. It was from this land of
Gujarat that the calls of “Allah is the greatest” echoed
from its hills and valleys.

The district of Bharuch enjoys special merit in this
regard. Maulana Hakim Sayyid ‘Abd al-Hayy Sahib Rai
Bareillwi rahimahullah, who was the father of Hadrat
Maulana Abul Hasan ‘Ali Nadwi rahimahullah, writes in
Yad-e-Ayyam that the sanctified countenances of these
soldiers of Islam are buried all over in the bowels of
this land. Although we do not know where this “buried
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treasure” is, it is absolutely certain that it is in the area
between Bharuch and Mumbai. This is no ordinary
place. I thank Allah ta‘ala for having enabled me to
commence my work and to strive in this area of
Bharuch.

It was in 160 A.H. that Rabi’ ibn Sabih as-Sa‘di al-
Basri rahimahullah (who has the honour of being a
Tabi) came here with an army and set foot on Barbad
(a place which is several miles from Bhartuch city). It is
stated in Kashf az-Zuniin with reference to him:
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Rabt" ibn Sabih is the first person to write a book in
Islam.

His grave is here in Barbad in the Narbada river. By the
grace of Allah ta‘ala, we have the opportunity of
frequenting this place. His grave cannot be seen
because the Narbada river has widened and his grave
is now in the centre of the river. He came here
specifically for jihad and was successful. The Narbada
river was flowing with a lot of water so he decided to
stop over for a few days. In the course of this time, the
air became infected and 1 000 people succumbed to it.
Rabi® ibn Sabih also passed away in the illness which
followed.

My dear friends! This is a very blessed place. This is
why I had said previously that it seems as if it is an
Arab land. I perceive a similarity in temperament and
condition to those of the Arabs.

My dear friends and elders! We have to continue the
teachings, instructions and special traits of those
elders. We have to perpetuate them. We must not
become of those who malign the good name of our
elders. A poet rightly said in this regard:
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The person did not even walk a few steps in
honesty and purity, but he maligned the
good name of the elders by donning their
garb.

We seek refuge in Allah ta‘ala.

May Allah ta‘ala remove us from this calamity and
tribulation. May He create true and genuine Din in us.
May He create the worry for rectification in us. May He
create concern for the Tarigah in us. May He confer us
with the zeal to serve it. May He make us the means for
the spread and propagation of Islam. May He embellish
us with the character of Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi
wa sallam. May He enable us to initiate all this in our
homes. May He initiate all this in our neighbours. Allah
willing, its benefit will certainly be seen.

We pay particular attention to this in Allahabad as
well. In Ramadan we have general assemblies for
women. And in normal times, we have them on
Thursdays. Men also attend. Shaykh al-Masha’ikh
Hadrat Maulana Muhammad Ahmad Sahib
rahimahullah also used to attend and deliver formal
talks. Ever since I started coming here in Ramadan,
that assembly [for women] is conducted on Sundays. I
received a telephone call from there. I asked my wife if
the assembly was conducted. I asked her: “How was
Maulwi Mahbub’s talk?” She replied: “The assembly is
continuing and Maulwi Mahbub is delivering good
talks. Sometimes Maulana Sabir ‘Ali Sahib delivers a
talk, and sometimes it is Maulwi Mahbub. The women
here are saying that they are going to sue the people of
Bhartch for having taken away Maulana [referring to
Maulana Qamar az-Zaman Sahib] and leaving them
deprived.”

All praise is due to Allah ta‘ala, 1 have been making
arrangements for assemblies there since many years.



Acknowledging Sins 354

Many women attend. Even now there is a lot of
enthusiasm among the women. Hot winds blow during
the summer season but they still attend. In fact, they
attend in bigger numbers on such occasions. I say to
myself: “O Allah! The men have gone into their homes
because of the intense heat, yet these poor women have
come to listen to Dini talks.”

When there is a zeal and love for Din, man does not
worry about anything. These poor women come on
rickshaws. It costs them 5-10 rupees. This shows their
love and attachment to Din. May Allah ta‘ala accept
them. Amin.

There is a need to adopt Din and convey it. Allah
willing - even now the benefits will be seen. Hadrat
Khwajah Sahib rahimahullah rightly said:

Success comes after striving, not from
beautiful speeches. It comes by adhering to
dhikr. It comes from concern.

May Allah ta‘ala inspire us all.
U«A\.,d\ 4).3 iié—\ j_E:S}\)
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O Allah! Rectify us and inspire us to do what pleases
You. O Allah! Bless us with a life of the Sunnah. Confer
us with love for Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam
and total obedience to Him. O Allah! Inspire us to
follow the path of our pious elders. O Allah! Inspire us
to make the Qur'an and Sunnah our guides. O Allah!
Enable us to practise on these verses. Enable us to
adopt the path of humility, servitude and submission
which has always been the path of the Prophets and
Auliya’. O Allah! Pardon us our mistakes. Pardon us
our shortcomings. We are also committing mistakes in
this month of Ramadan. O Allah! We are committing
mistakes in our recitation of the Qur’an, in our fasting,
in our tarawih and in other actions. We acknowledge
all this. O Allah! Pardon us these mistakes and
shortcomings through Your grace and kindness. Accept
our supplications. Guide all the Muslims. Keep all
Muslims on the true Din. O Allah! It is solely through
our shortcomings that these calamities are befalling us.
O Allah! Remove these shortcomings from us. Amin.
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TRANSLATOR’S NOTE

English translation completed on 02 Jumada al-Ukhra
1436 A.H./23 March 2015. We pray to Allah ta‘ala to
accept this humble effort and to make it a source of our
salvation in this world and in the Hereafter.
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As with all human endeavours, there are bound to be
errors, mistakes and slip-ups in the translation. I
humbly request the reader to inform me of them so
that these could be corrected in future editions.
Constructive criticism and suggestions will be highly
appreciated. I can be contacted via e-mail:
maulanamahomedy@gmail.com

Was salam
Mahomed Mahomedy
Durban, South Africa.
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PUBLISHER’S NOTE
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It brings us immense joy to have the opportunity of
presenting volume two of al-Ifadat al-Ihsaniyyah to the
respected reader. We apologize for the delay in
presenting this second volume after the publication of
the first one. Due to my honourable father’s multi-
faceted occupations especially in the fields of writing
and compiling, teaching, reformational journeys, and
the many seekers who constantly come to meet him; we
were unable to revert to him for certain points in these
lectures. All praise is due to Allah ta‘ala the second
volume is now in your hands. It is a collection of twelve
khangah assemblies which were conducted in the
month of Ramadan in the musjid of Dar al-‘Ulum
Kantariyah. Maulana Fadl Mahmud Sahib Falahi took
a lot of interest in the arrangement, setting out and
insertion of sub-headings. He also did an excellent job
in its composition. The referencing of the Ahadith
which are contained in the assemblies was done by
Maulana Magsud Sahib Gorukhpuri (a lecturer at
Madrasah Bayt al-Ma‘arif Allahabad). May Allah ta‘ala
shower both of them with abundant rewards.

After the publication of the first volume, many
respectable ‘ulama’ and sincere associates expressed
the benefit of this collection. They extended their
congratulations telephonically and through letters.
From among them, we have made the impressions of
the following personalities a part of this book. They are:
Hadrat Maulana Sayyid Muslih ad-Din Sahib Barodwi
(Shaykh al-Hadith of Dar al-‘Ulim Dewsbury, U.K.),
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Hadrat Maulana Muhammad ‘Aqil Sahib (lecturer of
Hadith at Mazahir al-‘Ulim Saharanpur), Hadrat
Maulana Muhammad Salman Sahib (lecturer of Hadith
and Nazim at Mazahir al-‘Ulum Saharanpur) and
Hadrat Maulana Isma‘l Sahib Tankarwi (chairman of
Majlis Khuddam ad-Din International, London, and
principal of Madrasah al-Banat Tankariyah, Bhartch).
We are indeed grateful to them.

We request all readers to make du‘a’ to enable us to
transfer more of these lectures from cassette recordings
into written works, and to bless my honourable father
with long life and good health so that this series may
continue and the ummat may go on benefiting.

Finally, I thank all those who helped and supported us.
I make du‘a’ that Allah ta‘ala showers them with His
rewards, and to make these lectures beneficial to the
ummat, a means for their guidance and salvation, and
to accept this imperfect effort of ours. Amin.

Muhammad ‘Abdullah Qamar az-Zaman Qasimi
Allahabadi
Servant of Maktabah Dar al-Ma‘arif, Allahabad, U.P.
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IMPRESSION (1)
Hadrat Maulana Sayyid Muslih ad-Din Sahib Barodwi

Allah ta‘ala brought everything into existence in this
universe and presented before them the responsibility
of accepting a trust but they all expressed their
inability of bearing this responsibility and excused
themselves in this way. However, this oppressing and
ignorant human accepted it. Subsequently, Allah ta‘ala
placed the crown of His deputy-ship on the head of
man and conferred him with superiority and
supremacy over all His creations.

Together with creating man, Allah ta‘ala attached many
needs and necessities to him. Thus, we will not be
wrong if we were to label man as one who is solely and
wholly in need. Allah ta‘ala then placed in the
disposition of man the desire and demand for the
fulfilment of these needs and necessities. He also left
him to acquire and fulfil those needs in the sense that
he must find ways of fulfilling them through his efforts
and striving. However, man’s most important and
fundamental need is guidance (faith and conviction,
Din and Shart'at). If man has everything but no
guidance, he is a failure. If he has guidance and
nothing else, he is successful. Allah ta‘ala did not leave
it to man to find ways for the fulfilment of this
important and fundamental need. Instead, He initiated
the system of prophet-hood by sending approximately
124 000 Prophets into this world, and laid down this
system of acquiring guidance through them. The last
and final Prophet — the chief of all past and future
generations - is Muhammad Rasulullah sallallahu
‘alayhi wa sallam. Through him, the world received a
Din in the light of the Qur’an and Sunnat. This Din is
unique and matchless as regards its
comprehensiveness and completeness, and it
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encompasses all departments and aspects of human
life. Through his teachings and blessed life, Rasulullah
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam trained the Sahabah
radiyallahu ‘anhum in a manner whereby they became
imbibed with 1man, Allah-consciousness, perfect
conviction and other lofty and praiseworthy qualities;
and through whom the rays of iman and Islam shined
on the entire world.

Din gradually started to leave the lives of people and
Muslims began disregarding Din and the Shari‘at. They
rushed headlong towards irreligiousness, materialism,
luxurious living, wealth and possessions, self
aggrandizement, self-motives and other blameworthy
characteristics, and thereby landed very far from
Islamic teachings. Thus, in such an untold era, to
apprise Muslims of the object of their lives and inform
them of the harms of materialism, and remind them of
their obligations and responsibilities of being the best
of nations has become the compulsory duty of the
‘ulama’. In order to remove the above-mentioned evils,
it has become extremely important and essential to
direct and encourage people towards internal
reformation, purification of the self, emulating the
Sunnat, discarding innovations, fear and love for Allah
ta‘ala, adherence to the Shari'at and Tarigah and other
related matters.

After undertaking a deep study of the last 1 000 year
history of India, it becomes very clear that propagation
of Islam, safeguarding it against deviation and
distortion, revival of the Sunnat, removal of polytheism
and innovations, keeping the Muslims steadfast on the
straight path, and explaining the Shari'at and Tarigah
in the light of the Qur’an and Sunnat are all the results
of the untiring efforts and striving of the genuine
‘ulama’ who combined the Shari‘at and Tariqah, the
Sufis and the seniors of Din. Their statements and



Impression (1) 7

lectures played a key role in this regard, and their
sound admonitions turned the hearts of people.

The 1Iman-filled statements, words and lectures of
Baqgiyyatus Salaf ‘Arif Billah Shaykh Tariqgah Hadrat
Maulana Muhammad Qamar az-Zaman  Sahib
Allahabadi - may Muslims continue benefiting from
him - are important links in this golden chain. Allah
ta‘ala has filled his blessed heart with pain and worry
for the ummat, concern for its rectification and a desire
for its wellbeing. His circle of instruction is extremely
wide. Most regions of India are benefiting from his talks
and lectures. He undertakes journeys to various
regions within the country on the invitations and
persistence of his associates and seekers. He also
travels regularly to South Africa, Zambia, Britain,
Barbados, Panama, Canada, Reunion, Saudi Arabia,
Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar, Dubali, etc. In all these places,
people revert to him in large numbers and benefit from
him.

Hadrat’s series of talks and lectures commenced a very
long time ago. When Hadrat Muslihul Ummat Hadrat
Maulana Shah Wasiyullah Sahib rahimahullah was still
alive and had to go out somewhere, he would instruct
Hadrat to conduct the talks and assemblies in the
khangah. This gradually increased to the surrounding
areas and then spread to other regions of India. His
pain-filled, chemically effective, heart-rending and
heart-awakening talks which comprised of valuable
themes on various sciences, facts, intricate matters,
rectification, purification of the self, Allah-
consciousness and tasawwuf proved to be like a polish
to the hearts of the audiences. Many people repented
from atheism and irreligiousness, and became religious
and successful.
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Since the last 17-18 years, Hadrat’s khangah
programme has been conducted in the beautiful and
large musjid of Dar al-‘Ulum Kantariyah, Bharuch,
India. He observes i‘tikaf for the entire month of
Ramadan in this musjid. The entire day is spent in
various khanqgah practices, and after the tarawih salah
he delivers talks comprising of knowledge, Allah-
recognition, Allah-consciousness and Allah’s blessings.
These talks are like continuous beneficial rains which
irrigate the large crowds comprising of locals,
foreigners, associates, murids, ‘ulama’, non-‘ulama’,
the masses and the elite.

The practice of noting the statements, words and
lectures of the ‘ulama’ of Din with a view to conveying
them to those who were not present is a practice which
has been coming down the generations. The benefit of
this practice is as clear as the sun.

Consequently, attention was paid to recording Hadrat’s
talks on cassette recorders. Then for the sake of
general benefit, his associates and followers persisted
that they be penned. This was done after obtaining
Hadrat’s permission. These penned notes became a
manifestation of the following couplet:

SE caas | 13 e d) e — e el 13 hs e b

When drops after drops collect, they form a river. When
rivers meet, they become an ocean.

This vast treasure of lectures and talks which extend
over 17-18 years began to take on the written word in
the form of allfadat al-Ihsaniyyah and started
becoming available to the public. Every beginning has
an end. Based on this, we make du‘a’ to Allah ta‘ala
that the beginning of this blessed effort reaches
completion in the best way possible, He completes and
perfects its benefit, and He continues Hadrat’s shadow
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of affection with blessings, good health and wellbeing
for a long time. As a poet says:

May he live safely for a thousand years. May
each year be equal to 50 000 days.

Finally, I pray that Allah ta‘ala showers His rewards on
all those who helped and supported in the compilation
of the blessed series. May Allah ta‘ala show mercy on
the one who says Amin.

Was salam
Sayyid Muslih ad-Din Ahmad Barodwi Qasimi
Shaykh al-Hadith Dar al-‘Ulam Dewsbury
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IMPRESSION (2)
Hadrat Maulana Muhammad ‘Aqil Sahib

(Lecturer of Hadith at Mazahir al-‘Ulim Saharanpur)

Sincere and devoted people of every era have been
concerned about directing the ummat towards
rectification and education, strengthening the people’s
bond with Din, and setting right their beliefs and
actions.

Hadrat Maulana Muhammad Qamar az-Zaman Sahib
Allahabadi damat barakatuhum (khalifah of Muslihul
Ummat Hadrat Maulana Shah Wasiyullah Sahib
rahimahullah and Maulana Shah Muhammad Ahmad
Sahib rahimahullah) is also a member of this group of
sincere people who invites people toward Din through
his talks and lectures. The book before you — al-Ifadat
al-Ihsaniyyah - which is a collection of Hadrat
Maulana’s lectures is an elixir as regards the Dini and
rectificational themes which it contains.

Before seeing this book, Hadrat Maulana had travelled
to Mazahir al-‘Ulim Saharanpur and I had the
occasion of listening to his lecture. I gauged from his
talk that he was like a hafiz of the sayings and
statements of our elders. His manner of speaking was
also extremely effective and most humble. By the will of
Allah ta‘ala, this book contains themes of tasawwuf
extracted from the Qur’an and Hadith which are most
sufficient and complete for the rectification of man.

I pray to Allah ta‘ala to accept this valuable collection
of Hadrat Maulana’s lectures, and to proliferate and
perfect his blessings. Amin.

Muhammad ‘Aqil, may Allah pardon him.
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IMPRESSION (3)

Hadrat Maulana Muhammad Salman Sahib

(Lecturer of Hadith and Nazim at Mazahir al-‘Ulum
Saharanpur)

The present era is extremely progressive as regards
wealth and riches, enjoyment and amusement,
prominence and popularity, rest and comfort, and
worldly materialism. Consequently, there is an
overwhelming presence of worldly love, greed, avarice,
base characteristics, disregard for Din, heedlessness of
the Hereafter, overpowering of desires of the self and a
glaring absence of good deeds everywhere.

In the light of such a dangerous situation, giving
correct direction to the Muslim ummat, and striving
and sacrificing to bring it onto the straight path is the
responsibility of the ‘ulama’, Sufi masters and seniors
of Din. Allah ta‘ala conferred courage for the rendering
of general services in this regard to the genuine ‘ulama’
of every era.

The compiler of the book, al-Ifadat al-Ihsaniyyah, also
belongs to the same breed of Allah-fearing ‘ulama’.
Propagation and instruction, advising and
admonishing, writing and compiling, and teaching and
educating are his most important occupations. This
book is a collection of his lectures which he delivered in
Dar al-‘Ulum Kantariyah, Bharuch, Gujarat in the
month of Ramadan while in a state of i‘tikaf. These
talks were delivered in a most impressive manner to
the assembly of those who were in i‘tikaf. All praise is
due to Allah, a righteous revolution took place in the
lives of a large number of people. I read several books
of Hadrat from which [ acquired extra ordinary benefit.
The present book is also extremely beneficial as regards
its comprehensiveness and content. Like his other



Impression (3) 12

books, may Allah ta‘ala confer this book with general
and complete acceptance, and bless the ummat with
the opportunity of benefiting from it. Amin.

Muhammad Salman
Nazim Madrasah Mazahir al-‘Ulim, Saharanpur, U.P.
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IMPRESSION (4)

Hadrat Maulana Isma‘ll Wali Bhuita Sahib Tankarwi

(Chairman of Majlis Khuddam ad-Din International,
London, and principal of Madrasah al-Banat
Tankariyah, Bhartch)

This insignificant servant says to the respected reader
that a collection of the lectures of Murshidi Shaykh-e-
Tarigah Hadrat Maulana Muhammad Qamar az-Zaman
Sahib Allahabadi damat barakatuhum has already been
published as al-Ifadat al-Thsaniyyah volume one. All
praise is due to Allah ta‘ala this collection has received
acceptance in all sections of the community. The
second volume of this collection is to be published
soon. It contains 12 lectures of Hadrat which were
delivered in Khangah Kantariyah, Bhartuch, Gujarat.

All praise is due to Allah ta‘ala I had the opportunity of
accompanying Hadrat on several journeys within the
country and abroad. All praise is due to Allah ta‘ala I
saw the evil lives of thousands of people changing for
the better through Hadrat’s lectures. By the will of
Allah ta‘ala, his lectures are proving to be lamps in the
path of the seekers. Every lecture contains themes on
tasawwuf, Allah-awareness, recognition of Allah ta‘ala
and affinity with Him. Furthermore, the path is
explained in such a manner and its complexities solved
in such a way that the questions and objections which
crop up in a person’s heart are automatically removed.
Each person benefits according to his capability.

I clearly recall inviting Hadrat to attend the opening
function of our Jami‘ah al-Banat, Tankariyah,
Bhartch, Gujarat. Hadrat was on the blessed journey
of hajj, yet he gladly accepted my invitation. The
function was set for 5 Muharram 1422 A.H./30 March
2001 on a Friday. After the spiritual journey of hajj and
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imbibing the blessings of the Haramayn Sharifayn,
Hadrat landed at the Mumbai airport and proceeded to
Tankariyah. Hadrat’s three sons, Maulana Magbul
Ahmad Qasimi, Maulana Mahbtub Ahmad Nadwi and
Maulana Muhammad °‘Abdullah Qasimi also arrived
from Allahabad.

The First Secretary of the Saudi Embassy (who later
became the Saudi ambassador to India) was also
invited to the function. Bearing in mind that the
function was held on a Friday, in addition to the
thousands of ‘ulama’ and students who attended, there
were about 15-20 thousand people from the public.
Hadrat delivered a phenomenal lecture which really
impressed and swayed the audience. Hadrat’s talk was
simultaneously translated into Arabic by Maulana
Muhammad Igbal Sahib Dewlawi (lecturer of Hadith
and Arabic literature at Dar al-‘Ulum Falah Darayn
Tadkeshwar).

Hadrat spoke about the sincerity, devotion, noble
thoughts, and preoccupation in Allah’s dhikr of
‘Allamah Ibn Taymiyyah rahimahullah. The First
Secretary of the Saudi Embassy was not only
impressed but thoroughly enjoyed it. He met Hadrat
after the talk, and in the course of their conversation
he said: “Whenever you come to Saudi Arabia, you
must certainly inform me so that I can make
arrangements for you to deliver talks in Makkah
Mukarramah, Madinah Munawwarah and Jeddah.” He
added: “When you come to Delhi, you must come meet
me. I will be overjoyed. If not, I will be saddened.” He
then pointed towards Hadrat and his three sons and
said: “You are all sincere servants of Din.” In short, the
First Secretary was most impressed with Hadrat and
his talk.
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While addressing the crowd in this function, Hadrat
made reference to ‘Allamah Ibn Taymiyyah
rahimahullah. The gist of what he said is as follows:

‘Allamah Ibn Taymiyyah rahimahullah was a
very great person. He said: “What can the
government do to harm me? If it sends me to
jail, it will be a place of solitude for me. I will
get the opportunity of engaging in Allah’s
remembrance. If the government banishes
me, it will be an opportunity for me to travel
and I will be able to practise on Allah’s
command: ‘Travel in the land.” If the
government kills me, I will acquire the good
fortune of martyrdom. What more can our
enemy do to us? I am happy with each of the
three options.”

Hadrat added:

A major sign of ‘Allamah Ibn Taymiyyah’s
noble character is that he was such a senior
scholar that his fatawa are contained in 36
volumes. He wrote many other books.
However, let alone the masses, even some
‘ulama’ were opposed to him. This is why
they used to complain to the government
against him. Consequently, he was sent to
jail several times. Someone said to him: “You
should complain about them just as they are
complaining about you.” He replied: “If | were
to do that, what difference would remain
between myself and them?”

Glory to Allah! Such was his character. Just
as he possessed noble character, he also
adhered to Allah’s remembrance. It was his
practice to remain in Allah’s remembrance
and meditation from after fajr until the time
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of ishraq. He used to say: “This is my
breakfast. When I do not complete this
practice of mine, I experience a weakness in
my body.”

Glory to Allah! This is how our elders and
seniors were. May Allah ta‘ala enable us all
to practise. Amin.

There is another incident which I observed personally.
Hadrat was delivering a lecture in Shallcross, South
Africa. About 150 ‘ulama’ were present. Maulana ‘Abd
al-Haq Sahib ‘Umarjee rahimahullah who is a khalifah
of Hadrat Maulana Masihullah Khan  Sahib
rahimahullah, and the amir of the Tablighi Jama‘at,
Bhai Padia Sahib rahimahullah were also present.
Hadrat delivered a powerful talk on Allah-awareness
and purification of the self. After the talk, the secretary
or chairman of the Jam‘yyatul ‘Ulama’ South Africa
stood up and said: “By Allah! You have fulfilled the
right of tasawwuf.” Another senior ‘alim stood up and
spoke in a similar vein.

There are many other similar incidents which can be
related here but I am sufficing with these few for the
sake of brevity.

On seeing the benefit and impact of these lectures, the
thought spontaneously comes to my mind that if these
short lectures can have such an effect on the hearts,
what impact and effect one would experience if one
were to remain in the company of these Ahlullah! I
therefore address Muslims in general and Hadrat’s
associates in particular and request them to take out
the time to go and spend time in Hadrat’s company in
his khanqgah, Dar at-Tazkiyah wa al-Thsan, and try to
derive as much benefit as possible. Inspiration is from
Allah ta‘ala.
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I make du‘a’ that Allah ta‘adla maintains Hadrat’s
affectionate and blessed shadow over us for a long
time, enables us to derive maximum benefit from him
and to appreciate him. Amin.

Although I am not qualified to write anything about
Hadrat’s excellent book — bearing in mind that I cannot
write and am not associated to this field of writing — I
wrote these few impressions after my close associates
and especially Maulana Muhammad ‘Abdullah Qasimi
persisted.

May Allah ta‘ala reward those who helped and
supported in the publication and distribution of this
book. I am especially thankful to all of them on behalf
of Hadrat’s associates for having taken wup this
mammoth task. May Allah ta‘ala accept it and make it
a means for the guidance and salvation of the ummat.
Amin.

Isma‘il Wali Bhuta Tankarwi, may Allah forgive him and
his parents.
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FOUR PIECES OF ADVICE OF HADRAT
LUQMAN ALAYHIS SALAM

PART ONE

15 Ramadan 1424 A.H./2003
Musjid of Dar al-‘Ulim Kantariyah, Bhartch, Gujarat
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My dear elders and friends! Allah ta‘ala conveyed many
pieces of advice in the Qur’an. Sometimes He Himself
advises us, sometimes it is done through the Prophets
‘alayhimus salam and at other times He conveys the
pieces of advice of His Auliya’. From among them is the
advice of Hadrat Lugman who was not a Prophet but a
Wali and one who used to receive inspiration from
Allah ta‘ala. He advised his son and Allah ta‘ala related
it in the Qur’an. Allah ta'ala caused him to give an
advice which a father gives to his son and which he can
give. The advice really appealed to Allah ta‘ala so He
included it in the Qur’an. Obviously, they will be
extremely important pieces of advice. Imagine Allah
ta‘ala quoting the words of advice of a Wali in His
Book, and that too in a Book which surpasses all books
as regards its authenticity. It will obviously be
extremely important and phenomenal for it to be
included in His Book. Based on this, there is a need to
pay special attention to these pieces of advice.
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Allah ta‘ala relates four pieces of advice which, if we
bear in mind, are sufficient for our worldly and Dini
success. All our moral and creedal needs are included
in them. They contain pieces of advice for our beliefs,
morals, doing of good and abstaining from evil. All
these are found in them. It is as though Allah ta‘ala
presented a well-arranged prescription to us through
Hadrat Lugman. It is similar to the prescriptions which
we get for our physical health. We have the
prescriptions of Galen, the Greek physician. Medical
practitioners of succeeding generations refer to his
collection and prescribe medications. If you were to go
to a hakim, he will open this collection, make slight
changes to a prescription and write one for your needs.
If physical prescriptions are so valuable and important,
why should we not be aware of and give due attention
to a prescription which is for our spiritual reformation,
Dini reformation and the correction of our beliefs?
Bearing in mind that Allah ta‘ala quoted it and
included it in His Book, its importance increases even
more.

I was reading Ma'‘ariful Qur’an wherein it is mentioned
that in addition to the pieces of advice which Allah
ta‘ala quoted in the Qur’an, there are many others of
Hadrat Lugman which the ‘ulama’ collated. I think that
if these are collated separately and published, it will be
extremely beneficial. If we were to examine and study
those pieces of advice, we will realize that each one is
worth thousands of rupees. It is therefore most
essential and worthy to bear them in mind.

Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam also makes
mention of Hadrat Lugman. If Allah ta‘ala spoke of
him, why would Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam not mention him? Why would ‘ulama’ not speak
about him? I think that even the first Persian book is
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Sudd Pand Lugman which contains the pieces of advice
of Hadrat Lugman.

A Story About Hadrat Lugman

I recall a story of Hadrat Lugman which Hadrat
Maulana Muhammad Ahmad Sahib rahimahullah used
to relate quite often. He said: Hadrat Lugman was
employed in a certain orchard. Although he was such a
wise man, he was working in an orchard. He was in a
line of slaves and no one bought him. Eventually the
owner of an orchard bought him and gave him the task
of irrigating the orchard. He began working in this
orchard and carried out his task very responsibly. The
owner of the orchard came in one day and said: “Go
break a fruit for me.” He went and came back with a
fruit. The owner began eating it and found it to be
extremely sour. He made a face and said: “You brought
such a sour fruit. Don’t you know that the fruit of that
particular tree is sour?” Hadrat Lugman replied: “Sir!
You employed me to tend to the orchard and irrigate it,
not to taste its fruit. I have never tasted any fruit of this
orchard whereby I could say which tree has what type
of fruit.” When Allah ta‘ala confers a bounty on a
person, He blesses him with excellent qualities as well.
Just look at his honesty that he never tasted a fruit of
the orchard.

Anyway, what I want to say at present is that Allah
ta‘ala quoted the words of advice of Hadrat Lugman in
the Qur’an. He said to his son: “O my son!” He
addressed his son. We learn from this that fathers
must occasionally address their children, they must
advise them and admonish them. It must not be that
they are fully occupied in advising and admonishing
others, while they do not advise their own sons and
daughters. The Quran and Hadith lay special
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emphasis on the training and tutoring of one’s
children.

Let me relate an incident which took place several
years ago. We were going from Allahabad to Meerut to
attend the walimah of Khwajah Sabih ad-Din Sahib.
The amir of the Tablighi Jama‘at, Maulana Kamal ad-
Din Sahib, was with us. In the course of the journey we
met a person who had just come from America. He
related his view that in order to accomplish a task
completely, four things are needed: (1) Teaching the
Qur’an and Sunnat. (2) Purification of the self. (3)
Inviting to and propagating Islam. (4) Writing and
compiling. He added that there is a real need for
Islamic literature, and this requires solitude and focus.
There is a need for four groups for the accomplishment
of these four tasks. They will have to carry them out
with sincerity. In America, we used to influence a
person by relating the beautiful aspects of Islam to
him. But then, he would receive a voluminous book
which speaks out against Islam, causing him to have
bad thoughts about Islam. This is why there is a dire
need for writing and compiling books.

A Talk in a General Assembly is Easy

While on this journey, Maulana Kamal ad-Din Sahib
mentioned that just as we are involved in talim and
tabligh, we have to sit at home and read our books to
our family. What he said really impressed me. Until
that time, I did not have any special programme for
education and training. However, all praise is due to
Allah ta‘ala, that after this I set aside one day in the
week for an assembly in my house. Before this, many
women had been making requests to initiate an
assembly for them so that they could also derive Dini
benefit. I therefore started an assembly which, all
praise is due to Allah ta‘ala, has been continuing for
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the last 20 years. By the will of Allah ta‘ala, it has
taken on the form of a general assembly wherein my
wife, daughter-in-law, daughters, granddaughters, etc.
attend regularly. Because it is a general assembly, the
women of my house are also being educated. Thus,
together with outside women, the women of my own
family are benefiting.

Now listen to the words of advice of Hadrat Lugman:
Hadrat Lugman’s First Piece of Advice

Hadrat Lugman is addressing his son and saying: “O
my son! Establish salah.” The establishment of salah is
most essential. Before this, he had taught him about
beliefs and instructed him to keep away from
polytheism:

rﬁzpr,u_w\umuﬂv

Do not ascribe any partner to Allah. Surely ascribing
partners is a great injustice.!

He is now advising him about actions, the greatest and
most important of which is salah. This is why he first
advised him to establish salah.

The Difference Between Establishing Salah And Performing
Salah

The establishing of salah is important, this is why he
mentioned it. He did not say perform salah. He did not
say:

O my son! Perform salah.

1 Strah Lugman, 31: 13.
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This is because the performance of salah can be
accomplished in any way. He emphasised the
establishment of salah so that it is performed while
bearing in mind the Sunnat and desirable acts as well.
In the absence of these, the establishment of salah will
not be realized, only its performance will be
accomplished.

There is a Hadith which lists the fundamental actions
of Islam. It too makes mention of the establishment of
salah, and not its mere performance. For zakah, the
word giving of zakah is mentioned, but no where will
we find performance of salah mentioned. It is always
establishment of salah. This is because salah is a
compound which contains many parts. On the other
hand, zakah does not have any parts. If a person gives
it with intention, it is fulfilled. As for salah, it has
several parts, e.g. recitation of the Qur’an, rukd’,
sajdah, ga‘dah and so on. Thus, when reciting the
Qur’an in salah, it must be done in line with the
Sunnat. When going into ruka®, be considerate of the
Sunnat manner. When standing up from ruka‘, stand
up straight. These are all parts of salah. If each one is
carried out according to the Sunnat, the establishment
of salah will be realized. If not, it will not be realized.

An Incident Related to a Sahabi

A Sahabi performed salah in the presence of Rastlullah
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. On completing his salah,
he came to Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam who
said to him:

Go back and perform your salah because you have not
performed it.
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Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said this
although he had performed his salah. The person did
not carry out the different postures in a calm and
collected manner, this is why “establishment” of salah
was not realized. This is why Rastlullah sallallahu
‘alayhi wa sallam said to him that he has not
performed his salah. He went back, performed his
salah quickly and returned to Rasulullah sallallahu
‘alayhi wa sallam who again said to him:

Go back and perform your salah because you have not
performed it.

The person went back but still did not perform it
correctly. Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam then
personally demonstrated to him how salah should be
performed with tranquillity. We learn from this that
mere performance of salah is not enough. Rather, the
establishment of salah is necessary. The fact of the
matter is that many of us do not even know how to
make a correct intention, and we commit errors in
ruku’, sajdah and so on. We seek refuge in Allah ta‘ala.

How Can He Be a Wali?

My dear friends! The establishment of salah includes
setting right the takbir-e-tahrimah, the rukua', the
sajdah and so on. I personally heard Hadrat Maulana
Masihullah Khan Sahib rahimahullah saying: “There
was a person who was known to be a Wali. A person
went to meet him but did not find him there. He asked
some people: ‘Where does he perform his salah?’ They
showed him the place. He looked at his prayer mat and
examined the spot where he performs sajdah. He found
that the marks which were left by his fingers were
crooked and spread out. He said: ‘This man cannot be
a Wali because when a person is in sajdah, his fingers
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must be together and pointing towards the giblah. And
here, I am seeing the opposite. If he cannot perform
sajdah in the Sunnat way, how can he be a Wali?”

Such a Person Cannot Be a Wal

Al-Muwafagat is a well-known book written by ‘Allamah
Shatibi rahimahullah. He writes in it that there was a
man who was known as a Wali. A person went to meet
him and saw him spitting in the direction of the giblah.
He left immediately and thought to himself: “If a person
cannot practise on the external Sunnats, how can he
be relied upon to practise on the internal Sunnats.?
Such a person cannot be a Wali.”

Rastulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam saw sputum on
the musjid wall. He was most displeased by it and the
effects of his displeasure were visible on his face. The
words of the Hadith are as follows:
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Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam saw sputum on
the wall [of the musjid] which was in the direction of the
qgiblah. This disturbed him and his displeasure was seen
on his face. He got up and scraped it off with his hand.

We learn from this that Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi
wa sallam used to keep a watchful eye on every matter
and trained the Sahabah radiyallahu ‘anhum in every
respect.

After quoting this, ‘Allamah Shatibi rahimahullah
writes:
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This is a principle which was laid down by Abu Yazid
Bustami rahimahullah: Wilayat cannot be acquired by
the one who discards the Sunnat even if it is done out of
ignorance.

My dear friends! Establishing salah is a very great
thing. It is extremely important. Hadrat Maulana Khalil
Ahmad Sahib rahimahullah used to perform salah with
absolute humility and servitude. Someone commented:
“Hadrat, you perform salah very beautifully.” He
replied: “Maulana Rashid Ahmad Gangohi
rahimahullah used to perform a much better salah than
me.” We learn from this that you get a good salah and a
bad one. It is said with reference to the salah of Hadrat
‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘td radiyallahu ‘anhu:
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He used to perform a salah which resembled the salah
of Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam the most.

This was a distinguishing quality which he enjoyed
among the Sahabah radiyallahu ‘anhum.

As I was saying, Hadrat Lugman advised his son to
establish saldh. In other words, perform it according to
the Sunnat. Consideration to the fard and wajib acts of
salah are nonetheless essential. However, the word
“establishing” demands that due consideration be given
to the desirable acts and etiquette. Rasalullah
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam himself made du‘a’ for this:

w
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O Allah! I ask You for perfection in wudii’, perfection in
salah, Your perfect pleasure and Your total forgiveness.
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If the wudi’ is perfect and complete, so will be the
salah. When salah is perfect, Allah’s pleasure will be
obtained. When Allah’s pleasure is received, He will
forgive us.

We are presently in the ten days of Ramadan in which
Allah’s forgiveness can be obtained. When Allah ta‘ala
is pleased with our actions, He will forgive us. If we
perform our wudd’ well and perform our salah
properly, Allah ta‘ala will be pleased with us. When He
is pleased with us, He will also forgive us. We learn
from this that forgiveness revolves around actions.
When a person does good deeds, Allah’s mercy
descends on him and he is then forgiven.

The establishment of salah is therefore not an ordinary
thing. It is a great bounty and a great treasure. People
have acquired phenomenal virtues through it and
many great feats were accomplished on account of it.

What Will We Receive From Salah?

My dear friends and elders! People ask: “What will we
get from salah?” Listen! There was a tax-collector
whose wife used to write to Hadrat Maulana Ashraf ‘Ali
Thanwi rahimahullah for rectification and du‘a’s. She
used to perform salah regularly but her husband did
not. She wrote: “Hadrat! Make du‘a’ that my husband
gets the inspiration to perform his salah. He always
asks: What will I get from salah?” Hadrat Thanwi
rahimahullah wrote back: “The next time he asks ‘What
will T get from salah?’, you must say: ‘One gets salah
from salah.” When she received the letter, her husband
also read it and thought to himself: “My wife makes so
much of effort to obtain du‘a’s in my favour. I ought to
start performing salah.” He then started performing
salah.



Four Pieces of Advice (Part 1) 29

The Blessing of Tahajjud Salah

Salah is certainly a thing of great blessing. May Allah
ta‘ala inspire us all to perform it. Those houses in
which salah is not performed, the people there do not
wake up early, they do not wash their mouths and
faces, and they do not acquire purity. The house in
which salah is performed, the people there wake up
early in the morning, they purify themselves and focus
towards Allah ta‘ala. They then have breakfast and
remain alert and energetic. As for the person who
performs tahajjud salah, he goes far beyond all this. He
gets up with an energetic heart. A Hadith of Mishkat
Sharif states:
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Once he performs the tahajjud salah, another knot is
untied. He is then energetic and in a sound mood.

In other words, he becomes fresh and refreshed. His
night worship and dhikr enable him to acquire energy
and a special joy. It is said with regard to a senior elder
that he used to spend the entire night in worship and
in the morning it seemed as if he applied surmah to his
eyes, and his face used to appear bright and glowing.
We learn from this that he used to acquire the
effulgence and blessings of tahajjud. May Allah ta‘ala
inspire us for this. Amin.

The Blessing of Salah

Hadrat Maulana Shah Wasiyullah Sahib rahimahullah
used to say: There was a policeman whose
responsibility was to take the prisoners from the jail to
the court. He was taking one prisoner on one occasion.
On the way, the time for zuhr salah arrived, so he
began performing his salah. The prisoner took this as
an opportunity and escaped. The policeman completed
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his salah and began looking around for the prisoner
but could not see him anywhere. He got occupied in
salah once again. After completing his salah he saw the
criminal standing there who then said to him: “Shackle
and chain me, and take me.” The policeman asked:
“What happened? You had escaped just now. How have
you come back and why are you asking me to shackle
you?” He replied: “When I fled, then no matter in which
direction I ran, it was becoming dark there and I could
not see. But once I turned in this direction towards
you, I could clearly see the path. I thought to myself, if
I remain in the prison, I will continue living with my
eyesight intact.”

The policeman took him to the court and once all the
procedures were completed, he took him back to the
prison. This policeman had a bond with Allah ta‘ala.
When he had completed his salah, he made du‘a’ to
Him saying: “O Allah! I was performing salah and that
criminal escaped. Everyone will blame me and
reprimand me, and say that the criminal escaped
because of my salah. So please bring him back to me.”
Allah ta‘ala took consideration of his servitude and
supplication, and returned the criminal to him. When
the senior of the policeman realized the high level of
spirituality of his subordinate, he called for him and
said: “You are absolved of that duty [of taking criminals
to the court]. You must now remain here and continue
performing salah.” Subsequently this is what he did.

Allah ta‘ala conferred us with a great bounty like salah.
It is the mi‘raj of the believer. It is a divine gift from
Allah ta‘ala to the believers. May Allah ta‘ala give us
the inspiration to perform our salah while bearing in
mind all its etiquette and showering us with its
blessings. Amin.
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Hadrat Lugman’s Second Piece of Advice

Hadrat Lugman’s second piece of advice was:
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Enjoin good.

You already know that salah is an act of goodness.
Zakah is an act of goodness. Hajj is an act of goodness.
Staying away from immoralities is also goodness.
Instructing others to adopt good character is an act of
goodness. Giving correct directions to a person, helping
someone, interceding on behalf of someone, visiting a
sick person are all good actions. They are not confined
to establishing salah. By saying “enjoin good”, Allah
ta‘ala made it general. That is, all good actions entail
goodness. We are instructed to carry out all of them
and to enjoin them to others.

Ma‘raf and munkar are opposites. Anything which
Allah ta‘ala and Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam ordered us to do is ma‘raf. Whatever they asked
us to abstain from is known as munkar. Allah ta‘ala
speaks in praise of those who enjoin ma‘raf and
prohibit munkar. He says:
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They enjoin good and they prohibit evil.!

All virtues are earned when a person practises on both.
The author of Jalalayn defines tagwa in the same way.
That is, enjoining good and prohibiting evil. Although
tagwa is an act of the heart, its sign is that the person
who possesses it does good and keeps away from evil.

1 Sarah Al ‘Imran, 3: 104.
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He enjoins Allah’s servants towards good and prohibits
them from evil.

Thus, ma‘raf means good action. Just as salah, fasting,
zakah and hajj are good actions and are acts of
worship; visiting the sick is a good action on its own.
To visit a sick person and read the following du‘a’
before him entails acting on a Hadith, and is an act of
worship.
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There is no need to worry. Allah willing, this illness will
be a source of purification.!

Similarly, when placing your hand on the head of a
sick person and reading the following du‘a’ seven times
is a good action.
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I beseech the magnificent Allah, the Lord of the grand
Throne, to cure you.

I had the occasion of going to meet Hadrat Maulana
Abrar al-Haq Sahib damat barakatuhum.? I noticed that
from those who were going in to visit him, one person
would read the above du‘a’ and the others would say
Amin. We should therefore make this du‘a’ a practice in
our lives. Read it when you go to visit your brother,
your sister or other relatives. We must make it part of
our lives. This is what Islamic social life is all about.
Where we see un-Islamic practices taking root, we must
make efforts to remove them and replace them with

1 Bukhari. Mishkat, p. 134.

2 He passed away on 8 Rabi® ath-Thani 1426 A.H./17 May
2005.
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Islamic social etiquette. When we greet, we must greet
in the Islamic way. Our meetings and interactions must
also be in the Islamic manner. Our conversations too
must be in accordance with Islam. When you hear
happy news, say al-Hamdulillah, Masha Allah. When
you hear something sad, say:
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To Allah we belong and to Him is our return.

Similarly, if you intend doing something or intend going
somewhere, ensure you add the words Insha Allah.

An Environment Will Have to be Created in Order to Practise on
Din

When the society is correct, it will be easy to practise
on Din. If society becomes un-Islamic, it will become
extremely difficult to practise Din on the individual
level. Hadrat Maulana Ashraf ‘Ali Thanwi rahimahullah
provides a beautiful example for this. He said:
Nowadays people say that it is difficult to practise on
the SharT'at. The reason for this is that the society is
not Islamic. For example, a hakim comes and
prescribes gul banafsha, sipistan and so on for a
patient who has a fever. He looks in the entire city but
cannot obtain these medicines. So someone says: “The
medicines which are prescribed by hakims are very
difficult to obtain.” The hakim will say: “It is your fault
that you have given up using medicines of this nature,
so who is going to stock them in their shops?” A society
will have to be created for it, people will have to start
using it, shopkeepers will then start stocking it, and
then it will be easily obtainable. Similarly, we will have
to use the prescription provided to us by the Shartat.
The constriction which we experience in Din nowadays
is because people have stopped practising on it. They
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have not made an environment for it. If everyone starts
practising on Din, there will be no difficulty.

Just the day before yesterday I received a call from the
imam of a large musjid in London. He said: “I just
cannot seem to read the Qur’an in the tarawih salah.
What should I do?” He suspected some outside effect
[black magic and other similar practices]. I said to him:
“You can find a treatment for that, but at the same
time you must use khamirah ga’uzaban or khamirah
murwarid. These medications will strengthen your
mind and it will become easy for you to read.” He
phoned again yesterday and said: “These medicines are
not available here. They might be obtainable in Bolton
but it is several hundred kilometres from here.” I said
to him: “Leave all these things aside. Read Sturahs
Falaq and Nas, and blow on yourself with the intention
of bringing peace to your mind. If there is any tragedy,
it will be removed. Allah willing, you will experience
tranquillity.”

As I was saying, when a practice disappears from a
society, it becomes difficult to practise on it. Like how
in London, Unani medicines are not commonly used,
this is why he found it difficult to obtain them, and it
became difficult to bring them into practice.

My dear friends! The society has changed, so it has
become difficult for us to practise on the injunctions of
the Shari‘at. If they are practised in general, there will
be no difficulty.

There are so many virtues in visiting the sick, consoling
them, meeting our brothers. A Hadith states:
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Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said: When a
Muslim visits his Muslim brother in the morning, 70 000
angels pray for him until the evening.!

My dear friends! Look at how fortunate you are that
people from Barodah, Ahmadabad, Gaudra, Lana Wara
and other places have come here to listen to talks of
Din and to meet their Muslim brothers. Allah ta‘ala will
shower abundant rewards for this. As for those who do
not think of these things and do not have the feeling to
carry out such acts, their condition is most sorrowful.
Some people are prevented by their wealth, others by
their families, yet others by their business, and others
by their incomplete knowledge. They cannot bear to
hear talks of Din. Had they listened to them, their
rectification would have been accomplished. But they
just do not want to listen. If you listen first, you will be
rectified. Allah ta‘ala says:

-

We hear and we obey.
For obedience to be realized, one has to listen.

No sooner a person gets a little wealth, he feels he has
no need to attend any Dini talk. If a person becomes a
doctor, he feels many patients come to him, there is no
need for him to go anywhere. I also go to a heart
specialist. I think to myself: “We come to him to treat
our physical heart, but he is even more sick in his
heart than us. We have a physical ailment in our heart
while he has a spiritual ailment in his heart. If I were to
die, than the worst is that I will be buried two metres
below the ground. If he were to die, he will go down

1 Tirmidhi and Abtu Dawtd. Mishkat, p. 135.
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thousands of miles because of his unbelief and
polytheism.”

My dear friends! The heart in which there is unbelief,
polytheism and hypocrisy is an extremely sick heart.
The Qur’an says:
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In their hearts is a sickness.

That piece of flesh which we refer to the heart is not the
real heart. Rather, the spiritual heart which is referred
to as the angelic heart is the real heart and on which
success and wretchedness are dependent. It has
unbelief, polytheism, hypocrisy, pride and arrogance.
These ailments of the heart are most certainly more
dangerous and destructive than the ailments of the
physical heart. May Allah ta‘ala give us refuge.

The Punishment For Bad Character

Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said in a
Hadith:
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A person reaches the lowest pit of Hell because of his
bad character.!

My dear friends and elders! These evil characteristics
are extremely destructive, yet very few people are
concerned about their rectification. To Allah we belong
and to Him is our return.

It is a very great thing that you people came here for
the sake of your rectification. It shows your quest.
Allah willing, you will be guided and steered. Allah

1 Tabarani.
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willing, it will result in your rectification. It may well be
that Allah ta‘ala will pass a decision of salvation by
coming here just once. We do not know. Allah is most
independent. He may accept this small action through
His mercy, give salvation from Hell and admission into
Paradise.

My dear friends and elders! The heart certainly has
ailments and sicknesses which need to be rectified. If a
person has cancer, he will bear it for a few days or
months and then depart from this world. He will then
be freed from that illness. As for the ailments of the
heart, e.g. malice, jealousy, pride, hatred, etc. — their
punishment commences after death. You may do what
you want while you are alive. You can have as much
self-conceit, pride, greatness, arrogance and
haughtiness as you want. Once you die, you will learn
what punishment you are to get for them.
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Once the dust settles, you will see whether your are
riding a horse or a donkey.

The moment one’s eyes close, he will come to know
what his destiny is. In fact, a person is shown his final
abode even when in the pangs of death. If the person is
a believer, it is said to him:
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The angels go to the one who is on the verge of dying. If
he was a righteous man, they say: O pure soul! You
were in a pure body. Come out while your praises are
sung. Take glad tidings of tranquillity, sustenance of
Paradise, and a Lord who is not angry with you.
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As for the one whose condition is the opposite, i.e. he is
an unbeliever, it is said to him:
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O you wretched soul which was in a wretched body!
Come out while you are dispraised. Take the news of
boiling water and pus which is in store for you.!

Another Hadith states:
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The world is a prison for the believer and a paradise for
the unbeliever.?

Thus, when an unbeliever sees his abode in Hell, he
will say: “We had been enjoying ourselves in the world
even if it may have been a life of poverty and
constriction, and even if we had been living in hot
windy conditions and in the hot sunlight. Nonetheless,
all this was less than the punishment of Hell.

On the other hand, when a believer sees his abode [in
Paradise|, he will say: “Why am I held back in this
world? Convey me to my abode. I am inhaling the
fragrances of Paradise and I can see all its
embellishments. The embellishments of this world are
nothing. Nothing of this world is of any value.”

Rastulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam described
Paradise as follows:

1 Muslim. Mishkat, p. 141.
2 Muslim. Mishkat, p. 439.
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Which no eye has beheld, no ear has heard about and
which no human heart has ever imagined.!

In other words, the forms in Paradise were never
beheld by the human eye, the sounds were never
heard, and such sciences will be on display which the
human heart never imagined. The hearing of songs and
music will not be prohibited in Paradise. If you abstain
from the songs and music of this world, you will be
able to hear them in Paradise. If you abstain from the
passions of this world, you will be able to enjoy the
passions and desires of Paradise. Allah ta‘ala says:
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There is for you therein whatever your souls desire, and
there is for you therein whatever you ask for. This is a
hospitality from the Forgiving, the Merciful.2

What do have at present? Just a few days of desires.
Suppress them for now. Do not wipe them out, just
suppress them, and then you will do as you please in
Paradise. You will be able to imagine whatever comes to
your heart, there will be no impositions on you. If you
live in this world in accordance with Allah’s will and
command, you will be able to live according to your will
in Paradise. Allah ta‘ala will give you absolute choice
and power.

My dear friends! Allah ta‘ala created this world and
made it the place for good deeds and noble character.
He sent Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam as an
excellent example:

1 Bukhari and Muslim. Mishkat, p. 495.
2 Sarah Ha Mim as-Sajdah, 41: 31-32.
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There is for you in the Messenger of Allah a perfect
example.!
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We therefore have to look at his actions and his
character. What were his actions and what was the
nature of his character. If we adopt his character and
tread in the light of his actions then — Allah willing —
the moment our eyes close, in fact even in this world,
we will see our eventual abode. It will be an abode and
a treasure which will be beyond our wildest
imagination. The prime ministers and presidents of this
world receive one or two palatial homes and they pride
over them. But for how many days will they live in
them.

Listen! There have been many great people who went
into the toilet to relieve themselves and died there.
People only came to know after some time. The window
had to be broken to get in and take them out. Such are
the palatial homes and bungalows of this world.

As for the life of the Hereafter, it is forever and ever.
There will be no death there. In fact, death itself will
die. A Hadith states:
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Death will be brought, placed between Paradise and
Hell, and slaughtered.?

Allah ta‘ala created death and He will cause it to die.
Those who are in Paradise will remain there and those
who are in Hell will remain there. No one will

1 Sarah al-Ahzab, 33: 21.
2 Bukhari and Muslim. Mishkat, p. 493.
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experience death. In this world, death at least puts an
end to calamities and to bounties as well. The death of
this world is referred to as:

The destroyer of pleasures.

In like manner, it puts an end to calamities. In other
words, just as death destroys pleasures, it destroys
calamities. A calamity exists until death. Once death
arrives, the calamity comes to an end. My dear friends!
Based on this, there will be no death whatsoever in the
Hereafter. The one who is in Hell will remain there and
the one who is in Paradise will remain there. This will
be forever and ever.

Allah ta‘ala issued the following pieces of advice
through Hadrat Lugman:

S 8 8 Sl A LA ol 2
O my son! Establish salah, enjoin good and prohibit evil.

Singing and music are included among evils. You will
have to strive a bit and shut your ears. Rasulullah
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam used to seal his ears on
such occasions. When anything evil and unlawful came
in front of him, he would shut his eyes. This is not
difficult to do. Allah ta‘ala does not order us to do
things which are beyond us. We have the ability to do
everything. Not being able to do it is merely an excuse.
It is an influence from Shaytan and a deception of the
self.

Hadrat Lugman’s Third Piece of Advice

My dear friends! Hadrat Lugman also advised thus:
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And prohibit evil.

In other words, stop people from evil and restrain
yourself from evil and oppression. Do not commit any
wrong with your hands and do not cause any offence to
anyone with your tongue, as stated by Rasulullah
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam:

a&)ﬁuyuj«u\rlwyw\

A Muslim is he from whose tongue and hands other
Muslims are safe.!

If a person is engaged in agriculture, he must not
usurp the land of anyone wrongfully. Just recently I
received a phone call from London where the person
was complaining that someone usurped his property.
You find these oppressions committed there as well.
They commit forgeries and have the land, house and
property of another person put onto their name. What
a major offence! The hallmark of a Muslim is that
people must not be harmed by his tongue alone, but by
his pen as well. The pen takes the place of the tongue.

There are many evils. Consuming alcohol, accepting
bribes, cheating, usurping, beating, murdering, etc.
These are all evils. Allah ta‘ala dislikes them. Included
among these evils is the non-observation of purdah. As
far as possible, purdah must be observed. Many evils
are spreading in the absence of purdah. This is why the
Shari'at prescribed purdah. It is the duty of men to
ensure that their women are in purdah. Due to the
absence of purdah we hear of stories which are totally
not in line with the rank of a believer.

Thus, we ourselves have to keep away from evils and
give due importance to saving others as well. Casting

1 Tirmidhi and Nasa’i. Mishkat, p. 15.
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evil glances, listening to evil, etc. are all evils. We have
to make full efforts to keep away from them. Do not go
to places which the pure Shari‘at has prohibited us.

Hadrat Lugman’s Fourth Piece of Advice

In the verse under discussion, Hadrat Lugman is
advising his son.
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Exercise patience over whatever afflicts you.

For example, if someone swears you, be patient.
Patience enjoys a special rank among the different
forms of good character. We will not be wrong if we
refer to it as Sayyid al-Akhlaq — the chief of all good
character. If someone speaks harshly to you, then
instead of replying to him, you should rather keep
silent. You will be rewarded greatly for it. If a person
tells you one thing and you reply by saying two things,
people will think you are very strong. But if you remain
patient over what he said, people will realize that you
are a very forbearing person, you are a patient man.
There is more praise for you in this.

Abstaining From Evils — The Rank of The Siddiqin

To be patient, forbearing and tolerant are excellent
qualities. They are most praiseworthy attributes. A
person restrained his eyes, ears and tongue. He had
the power to look at something unlawful, he had the
power to listen to music, he could have used his hands
and legs in wrong, he could have said the wrong things
with his tongue. However, he restrained them all
because Allah ta‘ala had asked him to do so and he
remained patient. This is a great feat. Carrying out acts
of obedience is the work of the righteous, while
abstaining from evils is the work of the truthful. The
rank of the truthful surpasses that of the righteous.
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The highest rank is enjoyed by the Prophets ‘alayhimus
salam. This is followed by the truthful, then the
martyrs and righteous. The truthful are right at the feet
of the Prophets ‘alayhimus salam. They follow in their
footsteps. Despite this, they cannot reach the rank of
the Prophets ‘alayhimus salam. They cannot obtain the
rank of prophet-hood. Yes, they can reach the rank of
the truthful. Look at the great rank of the truthful!
They are the one’s who keep away from disobedience.
From this we learn the importance of keeping away
from evil.

Imam Bukhari Was From The Siddiqin
Imam Bukhari rahimahullah said:

Insha Allah, Allah ta‘ala will not question me
about backbiting.

The ‘ulama’ say from the above statement: Imam
Bukhari rahimahullah was also from the truthful ones
because it is really they who keep away from
backbiting. Bearing in mind that he is saying that Allah
ta‘ala will not question him about backbiting, we learn
that he was from the truthful.

The Tarigah Rests on Two Things

Hadrat Maulana Ashraf ‘Ali Thanwi rahimahullah said
that the Tariqah rests on two things:

1. Ta’ammul — pondering and reflection.
2. Tahammul — forbearance.

Ta’ammul means that no matter what you do, you
must think carefully as to whether it is permissible or
not. Tahammul means that if you experience anything
which is against your temperament or if you are
afflicted by any calamity, you must remain patient. The
entire Tarigah rests on these two.
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After giving these four pieces of advice, Hadrat Lugman
says:
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These are works of firm determination.

In other words, they are works of resoluteness and
courage. They cannot be achieved by all and sundry.
Rather, the one who has firm determination and lofty
courage will be able to practise on them.

Conclusion

There are other pieces of advice but these are more
than enough provided we practise on them. They are:
establish salah, enjoin good - do good yourself and
order others to do the same, prohibit evil — keep
yourself away from evil and save others from it as well,
exercise patience on whatever distress and hardship
you experience in the course of enjoining good and
prohibiting evil. This is because these are all matters of
firm determination and lofty courage.

May Allah ta‘ala inspire us all to practise on them, and
to practise on other pieces of advice whether given in
the Qur’an, Hadith or by our pious elders.

=
=
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O Allah! Enable us to practise on these pieces of advice
through Your grace and kindness. O Allah! Set right
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our salah. Enable us to perform our salah in a manner
which pleases You. O Allah! Enable us to read the
Qur’an and engage in dhikr in a way which You are
pleased with. Inspire us to keep fast and observe other
acts of worship in a manner which You are pleased
with. O Allah! Enable us to perform our hajj, salah,
fasting and other acts of worship in accordance with
the principles of the Shartat. O Allah! Set right our
character. Set right our dealings. Rectify our beliefs. O
Allah! Honour us all with the bounty of tagqwa in
Ramadan. Embellish us with the robes of tagwa. O
Allah! Enrich us with the blessings of the Qur’an. O
Allah! Accept all of us who are gathered here. O Allah!
Accept what we said, what he heard, our coming here
and whatever difficulties we may have encountered in
being here. O Allah! Create more quest within us.
Create more courage in us. Bless us with more
resoluteness. Inspire us all in acting on matters of
resoluteness. O Allah! Accept our coming here through
the blessings of Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam, the Sahabah radiyallahu ‘anhum and the
Auliya’, and accept all our du‘a’s.
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My dear friends and elders! The verse which I had
recited yesterday was recited again today so that it will
be more suited to repeating what we said yesterday.
These are the words of advice of Hadrat Lugman
‘alayhis salam. Each one is worthy of being written in
gold and made part and parcel of one’s life. I had stated
that it is a sufficient demonstration of the virtue of this
advice that Allah ta‘ala included it in His Book. The
fact that Allah ta‘ala gave a place to the advice of one of
His Wali’s in the Qur’an is enough to show its virtue.
Now listen about the verse which was recited.

A Natural Point

Hadrat Lugman ‘alayhis salam addressed his son as:
“O my beloved son!” This is an extremely love and
affection-filled address. If a son is addressed in this
loving manner, he will certainly be overjoyed and
become attentive immediately. We learn from this that
when we are addressing a person, we must take this
into consideration so that the address is attractive and
full consideration is given to the addressee. When a
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person is addressed in a manner which is appropriate
to his condition, it brings joy and happiness to him. I
read somewhere that the thing which brings the most
joy to a person is when he is given a good place to sit.
Similarly, when he is addressed in a beautiful manner,
it brings happiness to him. This is something natural.

The Ahadith state that Rastulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam was seated and Hadrat Abu Bakr radiyallahu
‘anhu was sitting near by. Hadrat ‘Ali radiyallahu ‘anhu
entered after some time so Hadrat Abu Bakr
radiyallahu ‘anhu called him close to him and seated
him. Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam was most
pleased by this and said: “Only a noble person can
understand another who is noble. Only a noble person
can value another who is noble.” Hadrat ‘Ali
radiyallahu ‘anhu was Rastlullah’s son-in-law and we
know that a son-in-law is given a laudable position.
Hadrat ‘Ali radiyallahu ‘anhu must have also been
pleased by this treatment. We learn from this that
seating a person in a special place brings joy to him.

In the same way, if the words used to address a person
are good, they will make him happy. If a person is
addressed in a nice way in the course of a talk, he will
naturally feel nice and it will have a good effect on him.
This happiness is not based on pride and haughtiness.
Rather, it is a natural human response.

As 1 was saying, Hadrat Lugman ‘alayhis salam
addressed his son as “O my beloved son!” This is an
address which attracts the heart. Obviously, if he
addressed his son in such a beautiful manner, then the
son too will turn his attention to him with love and
respect. He would have said: “O my dear father! What
do you wish to say to me? I am prepared to listen to
every advice of yours and to practise on it.”
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Hadrat Ibrahim ‘alayhis salam had addressed his son
Hadrat Isma‘l ‘alayhis salam in a most loving and
affectionate tone:
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O my son! I see in a dream that I am slaughtering you.
Tell [me] what is your view?!

Hadrat Isma‘l ‘alayhis salam also replied with absolute
respect and reverence:
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O father! Carry out whatever you have been commanded
to do. You will find me, if Allah wills, of those who are
patient.?

An Egyptian Scholar’s Address

I recall when Dar al-‘Ulum Nadwatul ‘Ulama’ Lucknow
was holding its 50t anniversary function, an Egyptian
scholar also addressed the audience. When he got up
to address the people, he said:

a0 @l
O brothers!

He then said: “I could not find a more beloved word to
address you with, this is why I called you my brothers.”

Similarly, when Allah ta‘ala addresses us in the
following way, there is a lot of pull and attraction in it:

el ol gl

1 Sarah Saffat, 37: 102.
2 Ibid.
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O you who are believers!

It is another matter if useless people like us do not
value it and do not appreciate its greatness. There is no
address which is more loving and affectionate than it.

As I was saying, Hadrat Lugman addressed his son in a
most loving and affectionate manner. He then
explained those matters which were important. As
regards beliefs, he explained to him that the most
important is belief in the oneness of Allah ta‘ala. The
worst and most despicable belief in opposition to
tauhid is belief in polytheism. This is why he prohibited
him from it. Beliefs are followed by actions, and the
most important of them is salah. This is why he
ordered his son in this regard. Salah is greatly valued
by Allah ta‘ala. 1 had stated a few days back that in
order to demonstrate how the deputies of the Prophets
‘alayhimus salam and righteous servants went against
their ways, Allah ta‘ala first mentioned their
destruction of salah. He says:

Gyad ol 1A LA LElsl GlE Luks e lsS

There came in their place successors who abandoned
salah and went after their lusts. They will, later on, see
the deviation.!

They were people who maligned the good name of their
forefathers. The first thing which they did is they
disregarded salah and abandoned it. They then went
after their lusts.

Look! In order to demonstrate how they went against
the ways of their pious predecessors, Allah ta‘ala first

1 Strah Maryam, 19: 59.
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mentioned the abandoning of salah and then the
following of lusts. Abandoning is the opposite of
establishing, and vice versa. We learn from this that
since abandoning salah is one of the most unworthy
and intolerable acts, establishing salah is one of the
most worthy and suitable acts.

A Practical Tabligh

Our Hadrat Maulana Shah Wasiyullah Sahib
rahimahullah used to say that if all the Muslims start
performing salah with congregation, the non-Muslims
will be startled and they will be attracted to Islam. He
used to say that this is a practical tabligh. When people
see us performing salah, it creates a pull towards
Islam. As for those Muslims who do not perform salah,
non-Muslims have little respect for them. We travel a
lot. When it is the time of salah on the journey, we
perform our saldah. People value this and they look at
us with much respect. If the place is restricted, they
make place for us. As for those Muslims who do not
perform salah, non-Muslims do not pay much attention
to them. Although they are non-Muslims, respect for
salah is still to be found in them. I still have not come
across a non-Muslim trying to walk in front of or across
a person performing salah. Even the ticket-master will
stand and wait [for us to complete our salah]. Other
people who are moving about and selling items also
stop. I have yet to come across someone expressing
disapproval for us performing salah on the pathway.
Our Muslims are not concerned about causing
inconvenience to others, yet when it comes to
performing salah in public places, they say that it will
inconvenience others. I consider this to be a mere
excuse for not performing salah. On the other hand,
non-Muslims value us when we perform salah.
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Hadrat Maulana Sayyid Muhammad Miya Sahib
Dehlawi rahimahullah writes that a special quality of
the ummat of Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam
is mentioned in the Taurah. This is related by Hadrat
Ka'b radiyallahu ‘anhu. It states that the followers of
Muhammad sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam will be
constantly observing the movement of the sun (so that
they can perform their salah at its appointed time).
Once the time of salah approaches, they perform it no
matter what activity they are occupied in at the time.
Even if they are in a dirty place like a refuse dump,
they will perform their salah if it is the time for it.

Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said:
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Salah is a pillar of Din.!

Establishing salah is an extremely fortunate thing. May
Allah ta‘ala inspire us all. Amin.

Another Hadith states that Rasulullah sallallahu
‘alayhi wa sallam said:
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The person who wittingly leaves a salah has become an
unbeliever.?

The obvious meaning is that the one who abandons
salah becomes an unbeliever. Imam Abu Hanifah
rahimahullah says that the person does not become an
unbeliever but is close to becoming one. Imam Ahmad
ibn Hambal rahimahullah is of the opinion that the one
who abandons salah becomes an unbeliever. Even if

1 Fayd al-Qadir, vol. 4, p. 248.
2 At-Targhib wa at-Tarhib, vol. 1, p. 435.
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such a person does not become an outright unbeliever,
is it something ordinary to go close to unbelief? May
Allah ta‘ala protect us.

Other Good Deeds Are Emphasised

Salah is a link between a servant and Allah ta‘ala.
When a person breaks this link, Allah ta‘ala too breaks
His link with him. This is why we have to be
particularly careful about observing salah. Rasulullah
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said:
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Order your children to perform salah when they are
seven years old and beat them for not performing it
when they are ten years old. And separate them from
sleeping on the same bed.!

If brother and sister are sleeping in the same place,
they must be separated. Similarly, care must be taken
to protect them from other evils. They will not be
instructed to perform salah only. Rather, they must be
made aware of other injunctions of the Shart'at, e.g. if
they can fast, they must be put into the habit of
fasting. Habituate them to spend in Allah’s cause.
Instruct them to carry out all good acts and pay due
attention to their education. The above instruction
towards salah includes all other good deeds. Since they
have been commanded to carry out such a major and
difficult act like salah, the carrying out of all other
actions which are lower than salah is automatically
imposed. This is why we have to teach our children all

1 Abu Dawud. Mishkat, p. 58.
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types of good actions and pay full attention to their
training and rectification.

My book, Tarbiyyat-e-Aulad Ka Islami Nizam, is most
important in this regard. It is originally written by a
Syrian scholar by the name of ‘Allamah ‘Abdullah
‘Alwan rahimahullah. It was translated into Urdu in two
volumes by Maulana Habibullah Mukhtar Sahib of
Binnauri Town, Karachi. (Unfortunately, this great
scholar was shot and martyred. To Allah we belong and
to Him is our return). I undertook to condense this
book. Arab ‘ulama’ are of the view that to date, there is
no better and more comprehensive book on the
upbringing of children. All praise is due to Allah ta‘ala
for having enabled me to condense it and to put right
some of the shortfalls in the translation. By the grace of
Allah ta‘ala, its English translation has just been
printed and came to me the day before yesterday. We
thank Allah ta‘ala once again for its Gujarati
translation which was done by Mukarram ‘Abd al-Qadir
Fatiwala, a well-known Gujarati translator whose
translations are very eloquent. Before this, he also
translated my son, Maulwi Mahbub’s, book which is
titled Shifa’-e-Dil. By the will of Allah ta‘ala, it is widely
accepted. Tarbiyyat-e-Aulad Ka Islami Nizam has also
been translated into the Bengali language by Maulana
Manzur ‘Alam Sahib Qasimi who is the uncle of Maulwi
Nuar al-Anwar - a teacher in our Madrasah. There are
many Bengali people in the world as there are Gujarati
people.

The Beauty of The Sharr'at

I was saying, this book contains many themes on
educating and training children. A statement of an
Englishman is quoted who said that a child’s training
must commence the moment it can understand how to
drive away a dog [by saying: shoo or similar words|. On



Four Pieces of Advice (Part 2) 56

the other hand, we think that there is no need to train
and tutor our children until the age of 10 or 15, and
that we will only start after they pass this age. This is a
very wrong view which has taken root in us. Whereas
Rastulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam is telling us
that once children reach the age of seven, they must be
instructed to perform salah, and brother and sister
must be separated from their sleeping places.

Allamah Shami rahimahulldh wrote an excellent
comment to this. He says that it is the beauty of
Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam when he
stressed on us to save our children from all wrongs and
immoralities from the time they reach the age of ten.
Some people ask: “What is the need to start at such an
early age? Such incidents do not take place at this
age.” This smacks of immaturity. Listen to this saying:
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A bucket does not remain in tact all the time.

If a bucket comes back in tact from the bottom of the
well, it does not mean that that is how it will be all the
time. There will be times when it will strike against the
wall of the well and break, and only the rope will come
up.

‘Allamah Shami rahimahullah says: Do not think that
nothing happened for so many days, so nothing will
happen now. There is no specified time for something
to happen. Once it happens, no one can stop it. It is
thus the beauty of the SharTat that it stops us from the
thing which is expected and which could possibly take
place. What a great promulgator we have in Allah
ta‘ala
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Encouragement to Perform Salah According to The Sunnat

My dear friends! The issue of training our children is a
very important one. They must be reprimanded from
now for discarding salah. It must be emphasised on
them from now to perform salah and to perform it
according to the Sunnat. A pious elder saw an old man
performing saldah and began crying. Someone asked
him the reason for his crying. He said: “This man is
performing salah against the Sunnat way. His children
and grandchildren will observe him performing salah.
He will become the means for salah to be performed
against the Sunnat way, and this will continue.”

When the seniors in a house perform salah according
to the Sunnat, the children will follow suite. If the
opposite is true, the children too will do the same. In
short, the house environment has the greatest impact
on a child. Children try to do exactly as their elders do.
We have noticed that when the seniors do not bother
about salah, do not worry about wudt’, do not pay
attention to the Sunnat; then the children do the same
in emulation of their elders. All the evils which are in
the seniors are quickly adopted by the children. It
takes them longer to be inclined towards good. As for
bad habits, they pick them up very quickly. We seek
refuge in Allah ta‘ala.

Humility in Salah

My dear friends! If we pay attention to the above, then —
Allah willing — beauty in our worship will continue.

Hadrat Lugman instructed his son to establish salah.
Performing wud@i’ properly according to the Sunnat
and at its prescribed time are included in establishing
salah. Similarly, humility and servitude in salah are
also included in this. Just as rukt® and sajdah are
compulsory, humility is also compulsory. How much of
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leeway Allah ta‘ala gives in this matter is another
issue. However, what is certain is that He made
success dependent on humility. He says:
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Successful indeed are the believers. Who are humble in
their salah.!

Whisperings are experienced in salah. Almost everyone
complains about whisperings in salah. Our elders say
that the manner to treat them is at the time of fulfilling
each major posture of saldh, a person must think to
himself that he is carrying out such and such posture.
If a person focuses on each major posture, through its
blessing he will focus towards Allah ta‘ala.

Hadrat Sa‘id ibn Musayyib rahimahullah saw a person
performing salah. The person’s hand was repeatedly
going up to his beard [he was playing with his beard].
Hadrat Sa‘id said:
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Had there been humility in his heart, his body parts
would have remained still.2

We learn from this that remaining still is from among
the essentials of humility. Humility is an act of the
heart, but khudid’ means that the body parts must be
kept still. It must not happen that a person feels an
itch and he continues scratching it. This could lead to
excessive action in salah through which the salah
becomes invalid. The jurists define excessive action as
an act which is normally done out of saldah to the

1 Sarah al-Mu’minun, 23: 1-2.
2 Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaybah, vol. 2, p. 87.
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extent that it takes to say Sub-hanallah three times.
Similarly, if a person becomes so occupied in a certain
act in salah that people think that he is not in salah,
then it is considered to be excessive action. This is the
preferred view.

My dear friends! Imagine if you perform salah and it is
not valid. You perform hajj and it is not valid. This is so
sorrowful. Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said:
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There is many a fasting person who gets nothing but
thirst from his fast. There is many a person standing up
at night in salah who experiences nothing but
sleeplessness from his standing up in salah.

This is extremely frightening. May Allah ta‘ala protect
us.

Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said that those
who do not perform wudt’ properly and do not carry
out the rukt' and sajdah postures of salah in the
proper manner, then their salah will be flung at their
faces when they complete it. He said:
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It is folded like a rag and then flung at his face.!

Some people’s entire salah is rejected, while others half
or one third is rejected. What this means is that the
amount of time wherein there was humility and
concentration in salah, that amount will be accepted
while the remaining time in which there was no

1 Jam‘ul Fawa’id, vol. 1, p. 98.
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humility and concentration will be rejected. This is
extremely frightening — the rukt®, sajdah and other
postures were performed correctly but they were devoid
of humility and concentration. Such a salah is then
eligible for rejection and it will be flung away. May
Allah ta‘ala bless us with humility and concentration in
salah. This is why Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam used to seek forgiveness three times after
completing his salah. A Hadith states:
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Rastulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam used to seek
forgiveness from Allah ta‘ala three times when he
completed his salah.!

Just look at Rasulullah’s level of consciousness. He
used to say with reference to salah:
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The coolness of my eyes lies in salah.2?

Despite this, he seeks forgiveness from Allah ta‘ala
three times after his salah. What is the need for
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam to seek
forgiveness? Apparently, he ought to have said “al-
hamdulillah” — in other words, all praise is due to Allah
ta‘ala that I have performed my salah. But nowhere do
we find that he said “al-hamdulillah”. Rather, his
saying “astaghfirullah” is established in the Ahadith.
We also learn from this that it is enough to say only
“astaghfirullah”. It is not necessary to say the entire
istighfar which is as follows:

1 Muslim. Mishkat, p. 88.
2 Fayd al-Qadir, vol. 3, p. 368.
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I seek forgiveness from Allah, my Sustainer, from every
sin and I turn to Him in repentance.

This is why I say that if a person is in a hurry, he may
merely say “astaghfirullah” 100 times because this is
also established from the Ahadith.

My dear friends! We have to pay particular attention to
humility and concentration in salah. Our elders in Din
were extremely particular in this regard. Humility in
salah is a great bounty. May Allah ta‘ala inspire us all.

Humility in salah is a pillar of salah. Just as we try to
ensure that our rukd’, sajdah and Qur’an recitation are
in line with the Sunnat, we must endeavour in the
same way for humility. For this, we must focus on the
major postures and think to ourselves that we are
standing before Allah ta‘ala. He is watching every
movement of ours, every moment of stillness, and he
has knowledge of every thought which is passing our
mind. If we do this, it will certainly have an effect. Allah
ta‘ala says:
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Surely it is difficult except on those who are humble.!

In other words, salah is easy for those who think of
Allah ta‘ala and have conviction in the Resurrection.
Striving is a Pre-requisite

Our elders of Din strove and made an effort for this.
Hadrat Maulana Muhammad Ya‘'qub Sahib Nanautwi
rahimahullah who was a teacher of Hakimul Ummat

1 Sirah al-Baqarah, 2: 45.
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Hadrat Thanwi rahimahullah taught this Hadith to his
students:

The one who performs two rak‘ats of salah without
erring in it, then Allah ta‘ala will forgive him his past
sins.!

A student asked: “Hadrat, is it possible for a salah to
be devoid of these things [mistakes and stray
thoughts]?” Hadrat Maulana asked: “Did you ever make
an effort in this direction?” He replied: “No.” Hadrat
Maulana said: “Make an effort first and then ask such
a question.”

In other words, strive and you may well receive this
treasure [of humility and concentration in salah].
Everything is in Allah’s control. If He confers this
virtue, who can stop it? It is not far-fetched for Him to
confer it.

Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam was bestowed
with this treasure. The Sahabah radiyallahu ‘anhum
were constantly striving for it. There are several
incidents which bear testimony to it. An arrow pierced
Hadrat ‘Ali radiyallahu ‘anhu in his thigh. People tried
to remove it but it could not be removed. It was
eventually decided that they will try to remove it while
he was in salah. When he commenced with an optional
salah and went into sajdah, the people tugged it out
with full force. When he completed his salah and
looked around him, he saw several people. He asked
them: “Have you come to remove the arrow?” They
replied: “We have already removed it.” Hadrat ‘Al
radiyallahu ‘anhu said: “I did not even know what

1 Ahmad. Mishkat, p. 58.
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happened.” Such was the level of Hadrat ‘Ali’s presence
of mind, humility and concentration in salah; and his
level of focusing on Allah ta‘ala. This was a living
example of the Hadith:
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That you worship Allah ta‘ala as though you can see
Him.

My dear friends! If we too can focus in this way and
meditate on it, our salah will be a salah in the true
meaning of the word. It is a very great bounty. May
Allah ta‘ala confer us with such a salah. Amin.

None Can Be Saved From Allah’s Test

Hadrat Maulana Muhammad Hasan Sahib Amritsari
rahimahullah was from among the senior khulafa’ of
Hakimul Ummat Hadrat Thanwi rahimahullah. He was
the grand mufti of Pakistan. When he passed away,
Maulana Muhammad Shafi*  Sahib ‘Uthmani
rahimahullah became the grand mufti. Hadrat Maulana
Muhammad Hasan Sahib Amritsari rahimahullah was a
man of great humility and concentration in salah. On
one occasion he developed an extremely painful and
foul smelling abscess. He used to tend to it and
bandage it himself. He did not allow his children to
touch it.

This is why I say that none can be saved from Allah’s
test. We must make du‘a’ to Him to save us from His
tests and tribulations. I was astounded when I heard
about this. I thought to myself: O Allah! This is such a
great Wali and yet he is being put through such a test!
He used to say: “When I hear the adhan called out, I
think to myself that the trumpet [marking the end of
the world] is being blown and it must not happen that I
urinate in the process.” I personally heard Muslihul
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Ummat Hadrat Maulana Shah Wasiyullah Sahib
rahimahullah saying: “Our Hadrat Maulana Ashraf ‘Ali
Thanwi Sahib rahimahullah had two khulafa’ who were
very well-known. One was Hadrat Khwajah °‘Aziz al-
Hasan Majdhub Sahib rahimahullah who was a Deputy
Inspector. The other was Hadrat Maulana Master ‘Isa
Sahib Allahabadi (who became an ‘alim later on). Both
were men of high spiritual conditions.” Hadrat Maulana
Muslihul Ummat rahimahullah continues: “I used to
think to myself that both these khulafa’ of Hadrat
Hakimul Ummat Thanwi rahimahullah have surpassed
the ‘ulama’ in their spiritual conditions and ranks
[although they were not ‘alims]. However, when Hadrat
Maulana Muhammad Hasan Sahib Amritsari arrived
and I observed his spiritual condition, I was put at
rest.”

Anyway, Hadrat Maulana Muhammad Hasan Sahib
rahimahullah used to say to Hadrat Hakimul Ummat
Thanwi rahimahullah: “Hadrat! When I hear the adhan,
I feel as if the trumpet is being blown, and I fear that I
might urinate in the process.” Such was his level of fear
of Allah ta‘ala and the Hereafter.

He also used to say: “When I read the following verse, I
feel that the fire is directly conveying its heat to my
heart.”
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It is a fire kindled by Allah. Which leaps over the

hearts.!

He had a unique spiritual condition. From all the
spiritual conditions which he had, the highest one was
his fear of the Hereafter which Allah ta‘ala blessed him

1 Sarah al-Humazah, 104: 6-7.
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with. Despite this, Allah ta‘ala put him through such a
painful illness. In it lies Allah’s wisdom which you and I
cannot fathom.

There is another incident related to him. Maulana ‘Abd
al-Bari Nadwi Sahib rahimahullah went to him on one
occasion. He had constructed a huge and imposing
structure in his Dar al-‘Ulim. He had a very large Dar
al-‘Ulim. Maulana ‘Abd al-Bari Sahib Nadwi said to
him: “Hadrat! What is the use of this building?” Now
Maulana ‘Abd al-Bari Sahib was a man of the pen. He
was a very eloquent writer. So Hadrat Maulana
Muhammad Hasan Sahib gave him a reply which was
appropriate to him. he said: “Maulana! There is neither
any use in an ‘marat (building) nor in an ‘barat
(written word).” Maulana ‘Abd al-Bari Sahib said: “You
gave a very silencing reply.”

I was saying that Maulana Muhammad Hasan Sahib
rahimahullah was blessed with a lofty level of Allah
consciousness. Despite this he was put through such a
serious ailment which he used to tend to himself.
Doctors eventually said to him that they will have to
operate on his leg and amputate it. He will have to be
sedated for the operation. Hadrat Maulana said: “There
is no need to sedate me. You can operate on me
without any sedation.” The doctors said: “Hadrat! You
will not be able to bear the pain.” He said: “Go ahead
and amputate it.” Subsequently, they amputated his
leg while he was fully conscious. Obviously in the
course of this painful operation he must have borne the
pain while bearing in mind the presence of Allah ta‘ala
and the reward for patience. Reward from Allah ta‘ala
is no ordinary thing. We do not have the conviction,
this is why we are not conscious of it and do not have
any value for it.
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The consciousness that Allah ta‘ala is watching us or
we are seeing Allah ta‘ala is a very great bounty and
favour. When a person strives for and bears some
difficulty for it, Allah ta‘ala confers it to him.

Someone asked Hadrat Zayn al-‘Abidin rahimahullah:
“Hadrat! How is it that when you perform wuda’ your
face turns yellow?” He replied: “Don’t you know before
whom I am going to stand?” It was on account of his
Allah-consciousness that he experienced this condition.

Salah - A Comprehensive Worship

My dear friends! Hadrat Lugman gave such a
comprehensive advice for the establishment of salah
that there can be no alternative for it. When a person
establishes salah, he will establish and uphold other
things as well. In other words, when he establishes
salah, he will pay his zakah, he will read the Qur’an
and he will perform hajj. By establishing salah he will
be inspired to carry out all other acts of worship by the
will of Allah ta‘ala. When a person does a good act, it
embraces other good acts as well. The same can be said
of salah. It combines other acts of worship and other
good deeds. There is fasting, hajj and zakah in salah. A
person in salah cannot eat and drink. This is its
fasting. When a person says the takbir-e-tahrimah for
salah, it takes the place of the talbiyah (Labbayk) of
hajj. It is compulsory to cover one’s private area when
performing salah. Thus, he will have to wear clothes.
When he buys clothes for this purpose, he will have to
spend some money for them. This is a form of zakah in
salah. Thus we see that salah combines other acts of
worship. In fact, it is the most superior of all acts of
worship.

I say: There is absolutely no need to quote weak
Ahadith to demonstrate the virtue of salah and the
warnings for discarding it. There are two narrations
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which are more than enough to encourage towards
salah and warn against discarding it. We have the
following Hadith for its encouragement:
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Salah is a pillar of Din.1
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The person who wittingly leaves a salah has become an
unbeliever.2?

If the discarding of an act leads a person to unbelief,
can there be a worse act than this? And if the entire
Din rests on and is confined to a certain act, can there
be an act more virtuous than it?

The Distinguishing Feature of The Ummat of Rasulullah

The first piece of advice of Hadrat Lugman to his son is
the establishing of salah. His second piece of advice is:

o
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Enjoin good.

Although enjoining good was compulsory on the
nations of the past, it is a distinguishing feature of the
ummat of Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam.
There is no Prophet to come until the Resurrection.
However, the heirs of the Prophets will have to carry on
with their work. It is their responsibility to carry out
this work. They have to enjoin good. They have to show
people what is good and what is evil. This is a great
virtue.

1 Fayd al-Qadir, vol. 4, p. 248.
2 At-Targhib wa at-Tarhib, vol. 1, p. 435.
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Din is Absolutely Easy

Hadrat Barirah radiyalldhu ‘anhu narrates that he
heard Rastulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam saying:
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The human body has 360 joints. It is essential on man to
give charity in return for each joint.!

I say: Even if we give one paisa for each joint, we will
end up having to give three rupees and 60 paisa. Now
tell me, who will give this much every single day? Even
wealthy people will not take the courage to do it, except
for those whom Allah ta‘ala wills. Rastulullah sallallahu
‘alayhi wa sallam said:
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Every morning, charity becomes due on behalf of every
joint of the body. Every glorification [of Allah] is charity.
Every praise [of Allah] is charity. Every proclamation of
the oneness of Allah is charity. Every expression of the
greatness of Allah is charity. Enjoining good is charity.
Prohibiting evil is charity. Two rak‘ats of salah which a
person offers at mid-morning (salat ad-duha) suffices for
all this.?

1 Abu Dawad. Mishkat, p. 116.
2 Muslim. Mishkat, p. 116.
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What a great thing! Look at how easy our Din is! Look
at the ease created by our Shari‘at. My dear friends!
Despite this, no matter how soft a food may be, if a
person does not want to eat it, he will find everything to
be difficult to eat. In the same way, our Din is very
easy, but only for the one who chooses it and tries to
practise on it. If a person tries to practise, he will
certainly find it easy and simple.

Take salah as an example. If a person cannot perform
it standing, he may sit. My wife experiences severe pain
in her knees. The doctors advised her to sit on a chair
when performing salah because she must not bend her
knees. When she experienced some relief, she became
enthusiastic and bent her knees in salah. The pain
started immediately. Imagine if she was not permitted
to perform salah while sitting!l How would salah be
established? She would perform a few salahs, her
knees would get swollen, and she will not be able to
perform salah at all.

My dear friends! What a great ease! When we are
forced, we can sit on a chair and perform salah. It
seems a bad thing. Some people could construe it as
pride or laziness. Yet the pure Shari‘at permitted it. In
fact, if a person cannot sit, he can lie down and
perform salah through gestures. This is no ordinary
concession. Can there be greater ease than it! Now if a
person turns his head in pride and asks why has salah
been made compulsory in the first place, then we will
say that he has the brain of a donkey. It is very difficult
to make him understand.

Din is extremely easy. A Hadith states:
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Din is easy.!

If a person cannot perform wudd’ he is permitted to
perform tayammum. If he has any pain or injury on his
hand or foot, he can perform tayammum. There is no
need for him to go around begging others to help him
to perform wud@’. Just look at the ease. We ought to be
grateful to Allah ta‘ala.

In the same way, look at the considerations which are
given in zakah. First of all, zakah is not compulsory on
every person. There are certain pre-requisites for it to
be compulsory. A person must own the nisab for a full
year. All seasons of the year - summer, winter,
monsoon, etc. — must pass. He must then see how
much he has. If it is equal to or more than nisab, and
more than his debts, it will be compulsory to pay
zakah. If not, he does not have to pay. Whereas here we
have various types of taxes. Take income tax as an
example. No one checks how much of debts a person
has. If his monthly salary is 5 000 rupees for example,
he has to pay tax. No matter how much he says that he
is in debt, the government will not listen to him. He will
have to pay the tax.

The same can be said about hajj. It too is not
compulsory on every person. A person must have
arrangements for the expenses of his wife and children,
his money must be more than his essential needs, the
journey must be safe, and so on. Hajj will become
compulsory after all these considerations. These are all
the forms of ease about which we are speaking

There is ease in our external physical actions and in
our internal spiritual actions. Take jealousy as an
example. It does not mean that if you merely have some

1 Bukhari. Mishkat, p. 110.
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whisperings about a person you will be taken to task
immediately. In fact, if you have whisperings of
displeasure or ill feeling towards someone and who you
do not act on it, you develop envy for someone but do
not act on it, you have resentment for someone but do
not conspire any evil against him, then in all these
cases you will not be taken to account. Yes, if after
having such whisperings you start scheming to drop
his building or removing him from his post, and you
start conspiring in this regard and act on it, you will be
taken to task. There will be no sin for as long as you do
not act on the whispering.

Allah forbid, if a person has whisperings against Allah
ta‘ala, he will not be taken to task. If a person is not
taken to task for whisperings against the Creator, how
can he be taken to task for them against the creation?

Hadrat ‘Abdullah ibn Masad radiyallahu ‘anhu
narrates that Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam
said: “The person who has the slightest iota of pride
will not enter Paradise.” Someone asked:
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A man asked: “A person likes to have good clothes and
good shoes.” Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam
said: “Allah ta‘ala is beautiful and He loves beauty.
Pride means opposing the truth and looking down on
people.”

1 Muslim. Mishkat, p. 433.
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My dear friends! Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam himself clearly explained and expounded his
path. If we do not understand it and are distressed
because of it, then we ourselves are the cause of our
distress. If we have considered Din to be difficult and
spiritual reformation to be difficult, it is our fault.
Rectification and reformation of Din, the path and the
internal self are very easy. All we have to do is try to
understand and make a resolution to practise. Man is
only answerable for what is within his capacity. Allah
ta‘ala says:
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Allah does not impose on a self except what is within its
capacity.!

If He were to take us to task for our whisperings, no
one will be saved. In fact, the present verse was
revealed as a consolation to the content of the verse
before it. When Allah ta‘ala revealed the following
verse:
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To Allah alone belongs whatever is in the heavens and
the earth. If you reveal what is in your minds or conceal
it, Allah will call you to account for it.2

The Sahabah radiyallahu ‘anhum were terrified
because it clearly stated that man will be accountable
for his whisperings as well. They came to Rasulullah
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam and said: “O Rasulullah!

1 Sturah al-Bagarah, 2: 286.
2 Strah al-Baqgarah, 2: 284.
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Who 1is there who can be saved from these
whisperings!? We will all be caught up; no one will be
saved.” Allah ta‘ala then revealed the next verse:
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Allah does not impose on a self except what is within its
capacity.

I am relating verses of the Qur’an to you. This is the
path. Allah ta‘ala explained sultk in its entirety. Allah
ta‘ala first threatened them by saying that they will be
taken to task for even their whisperings. Some people
consider it to be abrogated. The ‘ulama’ say that it is
not abrogated. In fact, this ruling was not found from
the very beginning. A thing can only be abrogated if it
was in existence. This was not the meaning of this
verse from the beginning. Allah ta‘ala does not wrong
anyone. He will not take anyone to task for something
committed unwittingly. Despite this, the Sahabah
radiyallahu ‘anhum became terrified. Imam Ghazzali
rahimahullah states that the Sahabah radiyallahu
‘anhum trembled and were worried for a full year. They
were thinking to themselves: “O Allah! What will
happen to us?” The second verse was then revealed
stating that a person will be taken to task for matters
which are within his control. For example, you intend
doing a certain thing, you then get busy planning and
plotting it, and then commit it. You will be taken to
task. But if you merely have a whispering of killing
someone, you will not be committing the sin of murder.
The same can be said of other actions. Allah ta‘ala will
not take a person to task for them.

When the Sahabah radiyallahu ‘anhum went to
Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam, they expressed
genuine worry and concern. He asked them: “Do you
want to be of those who said: We hear and we
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disobey’? Are you not the followers of Muhammad? Are
you Jews and Christians?” The moment they heard
this, the Sahabah radiyallahu ‘anhum came to their
senses. A single reference was enough for them. It is on
such occasions that a shaykh and mentor is required.
Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam taught them
the treatment for it by saying: “They must make it a
point of saying: ‘We hear and we obey’.” Rasulullah
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam protected the Sahabah
radiyallahu ‘anhum from slipping on this slippery
occasion. When accidents and whisperings surround a
person and he finds no way out from them, the shaykh
rescues him from there. For example, if a person gets
stuck in a marsh, a strong person is needed who will
be able to protect himself and be able to rescue the
person. In the same way, Allah ta‘ala places so much of
strength and effect in a shaykh that he can rescue a
person from the quagmire of whisperings, occasions of
deviation, and jungles of incorrect thoughts.

Allah ta‘ala then says:
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He receives what he earned and on him falls what he
did.!

A whispering is one thing and an earning is something
totally different. Consideration is given to their
differences in meaning in this verse. If the self strives
even a little bit, Allah ta‘ala will reward it. If the self
commits any evil, it will receive the recompense for that
evil. This is the difference between the words laha (for
it) and ‘alayha (against it). Similarly, the Arabic
principle applies here: Fewer letters point to a lesser
meaning while more letters point to a deeper meaning.

1 Strah al-Baqarah, 2: 286.
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We are then taught a supplication. Allah ta‘ala is
telling us: O My servants! Why are you worrying. You
must make this supplication:
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O our Sustainer! Do not take us to task if we forget or we
err.

What a great consolation this must have been for the
Sahabah radiyallahu ‘anhum! At the time, they were in
a valley of severe anxiety and consternation. Anxiety
and a feeling of being lost are essential in the path of a
seeker. Hadrat Maulana Ashraf ‘Ali Thanwi
rahimahullah also passed through such a valley and
Hadrat Haji Imdadullah Sahib rahimahullah conveyed
him across. Hadrat Thanwi rahimahulladh had reached
a stage where he thought he would commit suicide. He
himself says: “There were times when I thought I
should go to an elevated place and fling myself down.”

My dear friends! When divine revelation was paused,
Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam experienced a
similar feeling but Allah ta‘ala conveyed him across
that valley safely and soundly.

My dear friends! This is the path. Obstacles are also
found in it. However, a true man is one who jumps over
them. The issue of Wahdatul Wujud is a discussion on
its own. People ask me about it. What do you know
what it is? This is also a pass through which Hadrat
Haji Imdadullah Sahib Muhajir Makki rahimahullah,
Maulana Ram rahimahullah, Shah Muhibbullah Sahib
Allahabadi rahimahullah, Sayyiduna ‘Abd al-Quddus
Gangohi rahimahullah, and others had to go through.
They were at a loss for some time. Hadrat Mujaddid
Sahib rahimahulladh says that a true man is the one
who jumps over them and reaches the level of
Wahdatush Shuhtd. Wahdatul Wujud is a pass in
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which we feel that our existence is totally Allah’s
existence, or — Allah forbid - Allah’s existence is our
existence. Wahdatush Shuhud is a stage wherein an
existence is perceived but there is no relation between
the two — not even like the relation between the earth
and the sky. How can there be any relationship
between one who is eternal and one who is bound to
perish? Our existence 1is possible while Allah’s
existence is essential. There is no question of any
relationship between the possible and the essential.

My dear friends! The second piece of advice which
Hadrat Lugman gave to his son was:
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Enjoin good.

The third advice was:
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Prohibit evil.

Just look at how many evils prevail in our homes. If we
endeavour, our children can be saved from evils.
Carrying out orders and keeping away from evils are
essential. There are external prohibitions and internal
ones. There are external evils and internal ones.
External evils are clearly seen. Internal evils include
pride, jealousy, ostentation and so on. Ostentation in
itself is a dangerous path.

Sayyiduna ‘Abd al-Qadir’s Statement
Sayyiduna ‘Abd al-Qadir Jilani rahimahullah said:

P L il o ey el 3l B LS



Four Pieces of Advice (Part 2) 77

We were all in the valley of ostentation. We crossed it
and reached the loftiness of sincerity.

Imagine a person like Sayyiduna ‘Abd al-Qadir Jilani
rahimahullah making this statement! He was such a
great personality and man of supernatural feats that it
is said with regard to his supernatural feats that they
used to be performed like how a tree sheds leaves in
autumn. Despite this, he is acknowledging that he lived
in the valley of ostentation. Allah ta‘ala then took him
out of it and conveyed him to the rank of sincerity.

These are internal evils. When a person endeavours to
save himself from external evils, Allah ta‘ala will inspire
him. Similarly, if he tries to save himself from internal
evils, Allah ta‘ala will save him from them as well.
Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam made a special
supplication for this.
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O Allah! I seek refuge in You from leprosy, lunacy and
all evil illnesses.!

These are all external physical ailments. Rastlullah
sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam also supplicated for
protection from internal spiritual ailments.
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O Allah! Purify my heart from hypocrisy, my actions from
ostentation, my tongue from lies, and my eyes from

1 Abt Dawad and Nasa’l. Mishkat, p. 217.
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treachery; for surely You know the treachery of the eyes
and whatever the hearts conceal.!

These are internal ailments which people do not even
consider to be ailments. Let alone their identification,
they do not even know their names.

My dear friends! We have to learn about them and try
to save ourselves from them. Success in the Hereafter
is confined to extricating ourselves from these ailments.
May Allah ta‘ala protect us from external and internal
evils. Just as we have to follow the Sunnat externally,
we have to follow it internally. Allah ta‘ala says:

B340 534 228 8
If you love Allah, follow me [Rastulullah].

This verse is explained as follows:
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Follow me in the external and internal Sunnat.

Rastlullah’s internal Sunnats include humility,
servitude, humbleness, shyness and so on. This is a
long and important subject. May Allah ta‘ala place its
importance and greatness in our hearts. The crux of
this entire theme is that we have to stay away from
external evils and internal evils. Allah ta‘ala says:
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Abstain from open sins and secret sins.?

May Allah ta‘ala inspire us. Amin.

1 Bayhaqi. Mishkat, p. 220.
2 Surah al-An‘am, 6: 120.
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The Patient Ones Are Promised Allah’s Proximity

Hadrat Lugman then gives his son the fourth piece of
advice. He says:
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Exercise patience over whatever afflicts you.

Be patient when you fall ill, you are discomforted, you
experience poverty, or when you have to face harm
while enjoining good and forbidding evil. Never allow
yourself to lose patience. Patience is a very lofty rank. It
holds a high position among the various good deeds
and noble characteristics. The patient ones are
promised Allah’s proximity. Allah ta‘ala says:
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Allah is with the patient ones.!

Patience creates a constriction in the heart. Patience
imposes on a person to bear something which is
disliked. Since it creates this constriction and
tightness, Allah’s mercy descends into it immediately.
Khwajah Ma‘sum rahimahullah said:
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The earth constricted upon them despite its vastness.?

When this happened, Allah ta‘ala looked at them with
mercy:
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1 Strah al-Bagarah, 2: 153.
2 Strah at-Taubah, 9: 25.
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He turned to them to accept their repentance.

Similarly, when the heart becomes constricted because
of a certain matter, Allah’s mercy descends. Take a
small stream as an example. When a lot of rain falls,
water starts flowing from above the stream and from its
right and left sides. Similarly, when a constriction is
experienced in the heart and a person feels closed up,
Allah ta‘ala encompasses him with His mercy from all
sides, and confers him with His proximity.

Look! Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam was also
instructed with patience:
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Keep yourself with those who invoke their Sustainer
morning and evening, seeking His countenance.!

Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam was on a very
high level and he used to converse with Jibril ‘alayhis
salam. In such a situation, who will worry about
Hadrat Salman radiyallahu ‘anhu, Hadrat Abu Dharr
radiyallahu ‘anhu, Hadrat Bilal radiyallahu ‘anhu and
others? Allah ta‘ala ordered Rastulullah sallallahu
‘alayhi wa sallam to come out of his room, to leave his
lofty level, and to confine himself with those poor ones
who call on Allah ta‘ala. Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi
wa sallam left his room and went into Musjid-e-Nabaw1
where Hadrat Salman, Hadrat Bilal and others were
seated. They were wearing tattered clothes and
appeared in a poverty-stricken condition. He asked
them: “What has caused you to sit here?” They replied:
“We are engaged in Allah’s remembrance. We are
calling on Allah ta‘ala.” Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi
wa sallam said:

1 Sarah al-Kahf, 18: 28.
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All praise is due to Allah ta‘ala for creating such people
in my ummat with whom I am instructed to remain
patiently.!

As I said, patience holds a high position among the
various good deeds and noble characteristics. And the
patient ones are promised proximity with Allah ta‘ala.
Another unique thing about patience is that Allah
ta‘ala only promised the patient ones with an unlimited
reward. Allah ta‘ala says:
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It is the patient ones alone who receive their reward
without measure.?

The Mark of a Believer

After giving the above four pieces of advices, Lugman
says to his son:
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These are works of firm determination.

It is a point of determination and resoluteness for a
person to be patient over what difficulty and
constriction he experiences. One cannot lose hope over
every small incident. In our area we get a very sensitive
type of plant. It shrinks at the slightest touch. After
some time it will expand to its original state. If anyone
touches it again, it will shrink once again. This is the
quality of a plant and a grass, not of a human being.

1 Tbn Kathir.
2 Sarah az-Zumar, 39: 10.
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Man should not be like that. Rasulullah sallallahu
‘alayhi wa sallam explained the condition of a believer
and a hypocrite as follows:
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The similitude of a believer is like a fresh and verdant
branch which the winds cause to bend. They cause it to
bend down sometimes and straighten it other times. This
continues until its time is up and it dies. The similitude
of a hypocrite is like a pine-tree which remains upright.
None can shake it. Then it falls all at once on the
ground.!

This is really the condition of a believer. Gusts of
difficulties and hardships pound him, but he remains
resolute and firm. He remains patient and is pleased by
Allah’s decree.

We pray to Allah ta‘ala to embellish us all with these
good qualities and inspire us towards good actions.
Amin.
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Let’s make du‘a’

‘uJJ}Y\) C;de\ é‘\’ r)L.J\) M\) cc;i.d\zj\ AUJ ii.;-\

1 Bukhari and Muslim. Mishkat, p. 135.
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O Allah! Protect us against hypocrisy through Your
grace and kindness. Protect us against ostentation.
Protect us from all external and internal ailments.
Protect us from all external and internal sins. O Allah!
Inspire us towards good deeds. Enable us to carry out
all external and internal good deeds. Enable us to carry
out the external and internal Sunnats of Rasulullah
sallallahu  ‘alayhi wa sallam. O Allah! Direct
Rasulullah’s spirituality towards us and rectify our
hearts. Rectify our character. Rectify our beliefs. Rectify
our youth. Rectify our women. O Allah! Protect all our
institutions. Protect our masajid. O Allah! Protect us
completely against the conspiracies and schemes of the
enemies. O Allah! Give us Your special help and
support. O Allah! Help us in every way - internally and
externally. O Allah! Create peace and safety in the
entire world. Bless us with peace, safety and wellbeing
in this country. Remove all difficulties. O Allah! Send
down every type of goodness. O Allah! Protect us
against calamities and disasters. O Allah! Accept our
du‘a’s
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My dear friends and elders! Allah ta‘ala explained very
important themes and objectives in the short surahs.
Previously I had explained Strah al-‘Asr and provided a
brief explanation of its themes. There are other similar
strahs in which Allah ta‘ala explained very important
themes. If we are able to bear in mind their translation
and commentary, reading and listening to them
becomes extremely enjoyable, iman is revived, and
when the imam reads them in salah, we are able to
concentrate and focus. If we do not know the meanings
and commentary of verses, all these benefits are not
acquired. This is why our Hadrat Maulana Shah
Wasiyullah Sahib rahimahullah used to pay a lot of
attention to translating and explaining the short
strahs. Hadrat Maulana Abrar al-Haq Sahib! damat

1 He passed away on 8 Rabi® ath-Thani 1426 A.H./17 May
2005.
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barakatuhum also paid a lot of attention to this. He
used to listen to each and every letter and word, and
ask others to listen. He would conduct a special
assembly for it. People would sit in a circle and the
short surahs used to be revised. This is a fundamental
and essential thing.

My dear brothers! Why should we bother to speak
about big things! What can be greater than the Qur’an
and Hadith? These are related to the core of our iman.
No matter how important other themes may be, there
can be no theme greater than that of Allah ta‘ala and
Rastulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam. It is therefore
extremely essential to turn our attention to them. In
this way we will develop some bond and affinity with
Allah ta‘ala. We must meet Allah ta‘ala in a condition
that some part of the Qur’an is in our hearts, and we
have some knowledge of its meaning.

A Sorrowful Condition

Hadrat Shah Wali Allah Sahib Muhaddith Dehlawi
rahimahullah translated the Qur’an into Persian and
titled it Fath ar-Rahman. He undertook this translation
so that Muslims of India may sit in circles and study
the translation and commentary. He wrote that Arabs
are in the habit of sitting in circles and reading the
Qur’an. Even today we see Arabs in the Haram Sharif
sitting in circles and reading the Qur’an. Mere revision
of the verses is enough for them. Meanings and
commentaries are needed by us non-Arabs. We cannot
understand the meanings from mere recitation. It is
necessary for us to understand and carry out whatever
Allah ta‘ala asked of us in the Qur’an. I related to you
yesterday that Imam Ghazzali rahimahullah said that
the Quran is “Maktab Rabb al-‘Alamin”. That is,
Allah’s letter to His servants. We should therefore try to
understand it. If we cannot understand it on our own,
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we must understand it under the guidance of ‘ulama’.
Like when a child receives a letter from his parents and
cannot understand its contents, he asks others to read
it and explain it to him. If he is not fully satisfied, he
will ask the person to re-examine the letter to see if
something was missed out, to see if anything is written
on the margin and was not read.

If so much of attention is given to reading and
understanding a letter from your parents, what can be
said of the right which the Qur’an has over us bearing
in mind that it is referred to as “Maktub Rabb al-
‘Alamin”. This is why we have to pay attention to this. If
we cannot understand something, we must revert to
those who are qualified in this field. The Qur’an has
long strahs and short strahs. It is the distinguishing
feature of Allah ta‘ala that the lengthy themes which
are discussed in the long sutrahs are concisely
conveyed in the short stirahs. Thus, if we are aware of
the themes of these short strahs, our iman will be
revived, our 1man will progress. Furthermore, we will
experience concentration in our salah. We all want
concentration and humility in salah. If a person
understands the meanings, he will certainly acquire
concentration. He will definitely enjoy the recitation. If
we pay attention to this aspect then — Allah willing — we
will perceive the benefits. We must give attention to
this in our homes, in our masajid and in the madaris
as well. There are many students in the higher grades
who do not even know the translation of these short
strahs. It is most sorrowful that Allah’s Book is in our
homes, our masajid and our madaris, but we do not
know what it contains. We have no knowledge of what
Allah ta‘ala ordered us to do and what He prohibited
us from.
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Ignorance Results in Deprivation of Benefits

I went to Delhi on one occasion and stayed over in a
small madrasah near the Markaz. I saw a book lying
down without any attention given to it. I picked it up
and discovered that it was an excellent book. It was a
commentary of Ahadith titled Tuhfah-e-Tim Wa
Hikmat.! 1 said to someone: “Brother! Make me a
photocopy of it.” A treasure is before us but because we
do not have knowledge of it we do not value it. That
book was just lying in an ordinary cupboard.
Sometimes we have a medicine at home but we do not
know its benefits, effects and method of using it. This is
why it is not valued. For example, a person has
khamirah gd’uzaban or khamirah murwarid in his
house. He is suffering from dryness in his brain, so the
hakim prescribes either of these two medicines for him.
He does not know he has them at home and goes
around looking in various shops for it. This will be an
act of ignorance on his part. Very often people have
medicines at home which, if they use, an illness can be
removed. But because they do not know about it, they
do not use it. In the same way, we received this
valuable treasure from Allah ta‘ala which contains
“medicinal” and “dietary” benefits. Allah ta‘ala has
placed everything in it, but because we are ignorant of
it, we are deprived of its benefits.

A Pious Elder is Immersed in The Qur'an

There were many pious elders who used to spend most
of their time reading the Qur’an and they used to

1 It is written by Maulana Abu Tahir Muhammad Is-haq
Khan Sahib. It contains over 50 Ahadith with a very simple
and flowing translation and commentary. It is extremely
beneficial. We should make a point of reading it having it
read. (compiler)



Setting Right Character And Actions 89

acquire everything from it. There was a pious elder who
always kept ground barley with him. Whenever he felt
hungry, he would mix it in water and swallow Iit.
Someone asked him: “Hadrat, how is it that you only
eat ground barley? You do not eat bread and other
foods!?” He replied: “If I were to eat bread, I will lose
out from reading such and such number of verses of
the Qur’an. This is why I just swallow the ground
barley. In this way, my time is saved and I am able to
read much more Qur’an.” Look at his preoccupation
with the Qur’an. He used to receive so much of
sweetness in his Iman and spiritual strength from it
that he did not bother about physical foods.

Where Are You Searching For Peace?

It is said that many pious elders received high ranks
just from durtd sharif. It is said with regard to some of
them that they used to repeat the durtd so much that
when they went to the toilet to relieve themselves, they
would press down their tongues with their teeth to stop
themselves from continuing with the durtad in the
toilet. These people strove so much, so they received
enjoyment from duriad sharif. They used to get joy from
the Qur’an, they used to experience pleasure from
Allah’s dhikr. All these treasures are before us but our
eyes are focussed on other things. Remember! We
cannot get peace and contentment from other things.
Hadrat Maulana Ashraf °‘Ali Thanwi rahimahullah
composed a Persian couplet in this regard:

O you! You are going from door to door for
pieces of bread while a large basket of bread
is on your head. Yet you are dying out of
hunger!?

He does not even know that the cure for his hunger is
on his head. Similarly, we are searching for peace of
heart in other things, whereas Allah ta‘ala has placed
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peace and tranquillity in Din, iman, the Qur’an and in
dhikr. Allah ta‘ala says:
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Behold! It is only through the remembrance of Allah that
the hearts find tranquillity.!

Where are you looking for peace? Where are you
searching for tranquillity? You will not find it
anywhere. The medication for your heart is Allah’s
remembrance. The hearts will only receive tranquillity
from Allah’s dhikr. Just look at our youth. They find
enjoyment in the cinemas. They take joy from watching
television. They do not find joy in reading the Qur’an —
except for whom Allah wills. This condition is an
indication of the hardness of their hearts and the
corruption which lies in them. There is a need for
rectification of their hearts. May Allah ta‘ala inspire us.

Real And Eternal Joy is The Joy of The Hereafter

What [ am relating now occurred many years ago when
I used to conduct assemblies in the place of Hadrat
Muslihul Ummat Maulana Shah Wasiyullah Sahib
rahimahullah. By the will of Allah ta‘ala, many people
used to attend. A youngster was very regular in
attending. He said to me one day: “Maulana! Ever since
I started attending your assemblies I find no enjoyment
whatsoever in the cinema.” He continued coming to my
assemblies. Similarly, there were many women who
were quite free in their ways, but once they started
attending my assemblies on Thursdays at my house in
Bakhshi Bazar, then — by the will of Allah ta‘ala — they
began performing tahajjud regularly. Subsequently,
their conditions have changed so much that I could not

1 Sarah ar-Ra‘d, 13: 28.
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believe that they were the same women. The spiritual
conditions which they experience at the time of
tahajjud are enviable. They themselves conduct very
impressive assemblies, and now more women attend
their assemblies than they do my own. This is a gift
from Allah ta‘ala. If He takes away raw sugar and gives
gulab jamiun (a sweetmeat) in return, it is certainly not
a loss. The pleasure of this world is temporary and sure
to come to an end. Real and eternal pleasure is that of
the Hereafter. If Allah ta‘ala confers this bounty to
someone, it is more fortunate. Even children
understand this very well. If instead of giving them an
ordinary sweet, you give them a sweet which is
imported from London, they will be overjoyed. What we
could not understand as yet, children have understood
and they know what rank each thing has.

The same can be said of the Hereafter:

BT 5s 535
The Hereafter is better and everlasting.!

What value can worldly things have in front of the
Hereafter! They are nothing. Allah ta‘ala constantly
draws our attention to this point. Listen to the Qur’an
and understand it. Why are you immersed in this
world?

o
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Where are you going to??

Why are you leaving your house and falling into a well?
Why are you leaving salvation aside and going towards

1 Strah al-Afla, 87: 17.
2 Sarah at-Takwir, 26.
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destruction? Read the Qur’an and listen to it. Even a
person who is uneducated will understand that Allah
ta‘ala is explaining the superiority of the Hereafter. To
cast aside the bounties and pleasures of the Hereafter
for the desires and passions of this world is a real loss.
A truly profitable business is that of the Hereafter.
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O believers! Shall I guide you to a trade that will save
you from a painful punishment? Believe in Allah and His
Messenger, and fight in the cause of Allah with your
wealth and your lives. This is better for you if you
possess understanding.!

This trade is best for you. The difficulty is little but the
enjoyment and profits are tremendous. Look at how
much difficulties a person puts himself into to become
a minister. In fact, he even bears disgrace and
humiliation, and has to face various types of offences.
How much he has to do just to get a certain position.
As for the acquisition of honour and enjoyment of the
Hereafter, these actions are too cheap. If we were to
think of Paradise and then think of the striving of this
world, we will conclude that we are getting Paradise for
free. Allah ta‘ala makes us to go through a little bit of
striving and effort in this world, and then confers us
with unique and fascinating bounties in the Hereafter.
There is no comparison between the bounties of the
Hereafter and those of this world. The whole Qur’an is
filled with themes of this nature. Check for yourself.

1 Strah as-Saff, 61: 10-11.
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When you sever worldly contacts — or even reduce them
— Allah ta‘ala will shower you with bounties in the
Hereafter. Allah ta‘ala is most generous and
magnanimous.

He takes half a life and gives a hundred in
return.

We stay away from food and drink during the day in
Ramadan. Then look at how many bounties He confers
to us at the time of opening fast! Look at the amount of
food and drink He gives us! He asks us to strive a little
and then showers us with so much. The little striving is
nothing compared to the many bounties which we
receive from Him. Based on this, we will have to bear a
little hardship for the Hereafter. No worldly thing can
be obtained without striving. How, then, can we think
the same about the Hereafter? Just today this verse
was read to us:
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Those who strove in Our cause — We shall show them
Our paths. Surely Allah is with the righteous.!

Allah ta‘ala is with the one who has a good relationship
with Him and carries out good deeds in a beautiful
manner. What a great virtue these people have
acquired!

As I was saying, Allah ta‘ala placed very great bounties
in these surahs. They contain “medicinal” and “dietary”
value. They contain enjoyment and sweetness. A
person can become intoxicated by taking them. He can
get into a state of ecstasy. There is a need to focus in
this direction. Do not think that we will remain empty
after striving and focussing. Even for a little focus Allah

1 Starah al-‘Ankabtt, 29: 69.
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ta‘ala will confer us with rewards which are beyond our
imagination. There are so many people who are
occupied in play and amusement. Just go outside and
see what is happening. We see almost everyone in
heedlessness. They are so heedless that even if they
wake up during these blessed nights [of Ramadan)],
then it is for play, amusement and sports. They should
rather go and sleep. Sleeping is better than all these
useless activities. Allah ta‘ala dislikes anything which
causes a person to be heedless of Him. Even yesterday
I told you that you must stay away from every such
companion who wastes your time and causes your
heart to become heedless. Only then will you reach
Allah ta‘ala. The following couplet of Shaykh Sa‘di
Shirazi rahimahullah makes reference to unnecessary
relations and contacts.

Unnecessary relations are barriers and
causes of deprivation. You will only be able
to reach your objective [Allah ta‘ala] when
you sever such relations.

Hadrat Thanwi rahimahullah wrote that this refers to
unnecessary relations and interactions. Allah ta‘ala,
Rastulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam and the pious
elders did not ask us to sever necessary relations. We
are not to sever relations with our parents. If it is a
matter related to Din and your parents are in need of
your help and support, you must stay in their service.
It is not permissible to leave them without any support.
If your wife is seriously ill, it is not permissible for you
to leave her and go for even Dini works. In whose
hands are you leaving her and going? If she needs to be
served, who is going to serve her and massage her legs?
Who is going to take her to the toilet? I observe that
people here in Gujarat even come from overseas to
come and serve their parents who are living here. They
even take leave from their work to come and see to
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their parents. Unfortunately, many educated children
from our area [in U.P.] do not possess these qualities.
In fact, they are causes of harm to their parents. We
seek refuge in Allah ta‘ala.

The Better Action in This Situation

I heard from Muslihul Ummat Hadrat Maulana Shah
Wasiyullah Sahib rahimahullah that Hakimul Ummat
Hadrat Aqdas Maulana Ashraf ‘Ali Thanwi Sahib
rahimahullah was performing zuhr salah on one
occasion when someone shouted in a loud voice with
reference to Hadrat Thanwi’s honourable wife: “Baji fell
off the stairs.” When Hadrat Thanwi heard this, he
broke his salah immediately and proceeded to his
house. Our Hadrat Muslihul Ummat rahimahullah
commented on this saying: “If it was any other
ostentatious shaykh, he would not have broken his
salah in the presence of his murids even if his wife was
dying. However, Hadrat Thanwi rahimahullah was a
Mujaddid of his time. This is why he said that in such a
situation, this action is better. Allah ta‘ala is not in
need of our worship, but it was necessary to see to our
wife. Who would have picked her up? Who would have
comforted her? Hadrat Mujaddidul Millat rahimahullah
chose this course of action. Understand it well.”

A Hypocrite Remains in The Same Condition For Forty Years
Hadrat Junayd Baghdadi rahimahullah said:
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A sincere and genuine person will change forty times a
day, while a hypocrite will remain in the same condition
for forty years.!

In other words, a sincere person is constantly on the
look out for occasions and opportunities where he can
do the most good and earn the most reward. He will
then go for those opportunities. On the other hand, a
hypocrite remains as he is and is not concerned about
anything. He feels that if he moves away from a certain
spiritual practice, people will say that he missed it out.
This is, after all, ostentation. The Ahlullah protect
themselves against it.

An Incident Portraying Consciousness of Intention

It is stated in Shifa’-e-Dil that there was a pious man
who always performed salah in the first row with
takbir-e-ila. He was delayed on one occasion so he
performed the salah in the second row. The thought
came to his mind: “What will people be thinking of me
today?” He experienced a bit of lightness and remorse.
The thought immediately came into his mind that he
had been performing salah to show to people. Had he
been performing it for Allah ta‘ala, he ought to have felt
ashamed before Him. He thought: “Why did I have
thoughts of embarrassment with regard to the
creation? This shows that my salah for the last 40
years was performed with ostentation.” After this
thought came to his mind, he repeated his salahs of
the last 40 years. This is what you call sincerity, and
consciousness of and meditation over one’s intentions.

If a person performs salah in the first row with the
intention that people will consider him to be pious then
his salah will be an affirmation of the following Hadith:

1 Al-Futdhat ar-Rabbaniyyah, vol. 1, p. 54.
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The person who performs salah while showing off has
certainly committed an act of polytheism.!

What a severe warning! Just look at how our elders of
Din used to be conscious of their intentions, and how
much they used to ponder and reflect over their
spiritual conditions.

As 1 was saying, when Hadrat Maulana Thanwi
rahimahullah learnt that his wife slipped and fell, he
broke his salah immediately and proceeded to tend to
her. Maulana Shah Wasiyullah Sahib rahimahullah
used to say that if it was any other ostentatious
shaykh, he would have never broken his salah. I then
came across this statement of Hadrat Junayd Baghdadi
rahimahullah and was convinced of the sincerity of
Hadrat Thanwi rahimahullah. He would check what
was the preferred thing to do and then do it. While he
was in the midst of salah he heard that his wife fell
down. She may have hurt herself badly. Who was there
to carry her? He had no children. There was no one in
the house. Allah ta‘ala does not need my salah, but my
wife needs me. This is why he went to help her and
gave preference to the rights of servants over the rights
of Allah ta‘ala. My dear friends! Had it been some
superficial shaykh, he would never have broken his
salah in the presence of everyone, and they would have
considered him to be very pious.

Reward For Even a Natural Act

Hadrat Thanwi rahimahullah came to our area on one
occasion. His wife was with. They must have stayed
over at someone’s house. A woman came and said in

1 Ahmad. Mishkat, p. 455.
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her village language: “We are very sad at seeing your
condition. You are the wife of such a pious personality.
I don’t think he ever talks to you or laughs with you.
What kind of life you must be living!?” Hadrat Thanwi’s
wife replied: “My husband laughs and jokes more than
your husband.” The woman was quite surprised.

My dear friends! One of the rights of a wife is for her
husband to live light-heartedly with her. A Hadith of
Bukhari and Muslim states:
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You will most certainly be rewarded for whatever you
spend for Allah’s sake. You will even be rewarded for a
morsel of food which you place in your wife’s mouth.!

In other words, if a person places a morsel of food in
his wife’s mouth, he will be rewarded for it. It is also a
form of charity. Just look at the Shariah! A person is
rewarded for even a natural act. Imagine the
considerations of the Shart'ah and the beauties in it. If
a person tries to understand them, he will love the
Shart‘ah and it will become easy for him to practise.

The Value of Indian ‘Ulama’ in The Eyes of Arabs

Hadrat Shah Wali Allah Sahib Dehlawi rahimahullah
spoke about the above-mentioned mysteries of the
Shari'ah in his Hujjatullah al-Balighah. The Arabs
accepted this book. They are very impressed by two
India ‘alims: One from the early scholars, i.e. Hujjatul
Islam Hadrat Shah Wali Allah Sahib Dehlawi
rahimahullah and one from the latter scholars, i.e.
Mufakkir-e-Islam Hadrat Maulana Abul Hasan ‘Al

1 Bukhari and Muslim. Mishkat, p. 265.
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Nadwi rahimahullah whose books they really like. As
regards its words and sentence constructions,
Hujjatullah al-Balighah is extremely eloquent. It is also
very comprehensive as regards its meanings. In this
book, Hadrat Shah Wali Allah Sahib rahimahullah
explains the mysteries and wisdoms of the Shari‘ah. It
is most gladdening that Hadrat Maulana Mufti Sa‘id
Ahmad Sahib Palanpari damat barakatuhum wrote its
commentary titled Rahmatullahi al-Wasi‘ah in five
volumes. This commentary displays his academic
erudition, in fact, his spiritual capability. May Allah
ta‘ala reward him with the best of rewards.

My dear friends and elders! This Din which Allah ta‘ala
gave us contains nothing but comfort for us. There is
no constriction and burden in it. All that is needed is
the courage to practise. Yes, if a person does not want
to practise at all, then there is no treatment for him. No
matter how soft a halwah (a sweet dish) may be, if a
person does not want to eat it, he will find it hard. Din
is absolutely easy and soft, but if a person just refuses
to tread it, he will certainly find it difficult. Some people
find the winter fasts to be difficult. But those who are
eager to fast, they do not experience any difficulty in
fasting even during the hot summer months when hot
winds are blowing. In fact, they even enjoy the thirst
and hunger which they feel. Carrying out the order of
Allah ta‘ala is manifested in totality. Imagine a person
is hungry and thirsty, food and drink is there before
him, but he does not eat or drink. He thoroughly enjoys
his fast. There’s a famous saying:
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The beating of a friend feels like raisins.

The person really enjoys fasting even in the intense
heat. This enjoyment comes from obedience to his
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Master and while thinking about submission to his
Creator.

We were speaking about Hadrat Thanwi rahimahullah.
He was a very sincere person. He proceeded to his
house and picked up his wife. Those who look at things
superficially would probably say: “Look! He left his
salah for his wife.” However, Hadrat Thanwi
rahimahullah was thinking that this is the order of the
Shari'ah which applies to me at present. Since I am
subservient to the Shart‘ah, it is asking me to do this
now, and this is what [ am going to do.

For example, a blind man is walking towards a well
which is not circled by a wall and there is a person
nearby who is seated and engaged in dhikr. He can see
that if the blind person proceeds further he will fall into
the well. It becomes compulsory on him to save the
blind man from falling in. If he thinks to himself: “I am
engaged in dhikr, how can I go and stop him? It will
interfere with my dhikr.” If he does not save the blind
man, he will be a sinner.

The pure Shari‘ah is extremely easy; there is no burden
in it. This is why it is necessary for us to bear these
points in mind.

I am speaking about all these things under the
discussion of the small strahs in which Allah ta‘ala
encapsulates major themes so that Din may become
easy. If a person strives a little and practises, then
Allah willing, he will not be deprived of blessings. Allah
ta‘ala will certainly reward him. It is therefore essential
for us to consider these points.

The surah which I read also contains very important
themes. The commentaries of the Qur’an contain many
points on this strah. It is considered to be a very
comprehensive  surah. It explains Din, the
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Resurrection, beliefs, action, good character and bad
character.
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O you who are addressed! Have you seen the one who
denies Din?

What an unworthy person! Allah ta‘ala created him
and yet he rejects the day of Recompense! The word
Din in this context refers to the day of Recompense. It
thus contains a mention of the Resurrection and the
day of Recompense.

Allah ta‘ala then says:
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He is the one who repulses the orphan.

Now this verse makes reference to bad character. It
refers to the person who repulses the orphan. He does
not feed him. Instead, he shoves him aside. What an
evil deed! He does not focus on anything. He engages in
dhikr, yet he repulses the orphan. Can there be room
for repulsing a person with dhikr!? Dhikr ought to
create softness and affection.

A Matter of Self-Respect

A close associate related to me that some people were
at a station and they were relating to each other the
virtue of spending in Allah’s cause. While they were
engaged in this discussion, a beggar came and asked
them for something. They chased him away angrily. A
second beggar came and they did the same to him. A
Hindu man was sitting nearby and observing this. He
asked them: “What are you relating to each other?”
They replied: “We are talking about the virtue of
spending in Allah’s cause.” The Hindu said: “But I
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noticed you chasing away every beggar who came to
you. How are you practising on what you are
discussing?”

Look at the intelligent observation of a non-Muslim. It
is shameful to discuss something while abstaining from
practising on it. If we do not practise on what we speak
about, what effect will it have on others?

A man had a basket of bread on his head while his dog
was dying right before his eyes. The man was crying
and wailing. Someone asked him: “What’s wrong with
this dog?” He replied: “It is dying out of hunger.” The
person asked: “What is on your head?” He replied: “A
basket of bread.” The person asked: “Then why don’t
you feed it some bread? You have the treatment for its
hunger.” He replied: “There is difficulty in feeding it,
but no difficulty in crying. Nothing is lost when tears
are shed.”

My dear friends and elders! Just as wastage is
prohibited, so is miserliness. It is also from among the
despicable qualities of the self. We must understand
this. We are not to confine ourselves to dhikr and
Qur’an recitation. We have to understand this other
aspect and practise on it. Pride is an evil quality, so is
wastage, extravagance and miserliness. Those who
speak out against extravagance are themselves caught
up in miserliness. However, their mind does not go into
this direction that the opposite of extravagance is found
in them. The middle path between the two is generosity
and big-heartedness. For example, humility means
absence of pride and humiliation. The middle path
between the two is humility. Generosity and big-
heartedness means that there must be neither
extravagance nor miserliness. Extravagance is
prohibited and so is miserliness. The middle path,
generosity, is desirable.
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In the same way, it is prohibited to cross the limits in
anger. To abstain from becoming angry when the
occasion demands it, means there is an absence of
feeling and emotion. The middle path between the two
is forbearance. There has to be a balance in our
character. Man must opt for the middle path. A Hadith
states:
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The best matters are those which are balanced.!

Let it not happen that a person is so miserly that he
does not spend a single cent on his wife and children.
There are many such misers who eat and drink
themselves, but do not spend the slightest amount on
their families.

There is a hafiz-e-Qur'an in our area. His wife
complains that he himself will eat eggs and almonds,
but does not even give her bread to eat. This is her
complaint against her husband. She goes around
telling everyone about her husband’s stinginess.
Although he is a hafiz, he has not rectified his
character. This is why he does this. If a person does
not spend on his wife and children, where will he ever
spend on others?

Hadrat ‘Ali radiyallahu ‘anhu used to go to the market
and bring food items for his wife and children. We learn
from this that this practice is not reprehensible. In fact,
it is praiseworthy. There is a need to learn these things.
This is Islamic social etiquette. Nowadays we see
conferences on Islamic society, while the exact opposite
is practised in the homes. Mere conferences will not
help. We will have to do something after that.

1 Kanz al-‘Ummal, vol. 3, p. 33.
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Something is achieved after doing, not after mere talks.
A poet says:

Leave aside all your talks and do the work. It
is essential for every person to work in this
path.

This does not apply to the madrasah and khangah
alone. It is an issue which applies to the whole of
Islam. An Islamic society will not be established by
conferences alone. It will be established by establishing
it personally. Bring Islamic social norms into your
homes. Cast aside those things which will cause
corruption. Have a loving and affectionate relationship
with your wife and children. Only then will they listen
to you. If you are going to eat halwah and ice cream
while you deprive your wife and children, they will not
listen to you. Imam Ghazzali rahimahullah writes:

Ibn Sirin said: It is desirable for a man to feed his family
faludah! every Friday.?

We learn from this that we should occasionally provide
good foods to our families.

The Merit of Kindness to Orphans

Allah ta‘ala says in the surah which I recited:
sl g s sl s
He is the one who repulses the orphan.

Rastlullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam said with
reference to an orphan:

1 A sweet made of flour and honey.
2 Thya’ al-‘Ulam, vol. 2, p. 44.
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The person who passes a hand of affection over the
head of an orphan solely for Allah’s pleasure shall have
good deeds recorded in his favour for every hair which
his hand passes over.!

Can this be considered to be an ordinary virtue? Just
as a person receives a reward for each hair on the body
of the qurbani animal, similar is the case for showing
affection to an orphan. He is deprived of the shadow of
his father. You should become like a father to him so
that he does not feel that he is orphaned, and gets
support from you. Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam taught this to us: On one hand, Allah ta‘ala
took away the child’s father, and on the other side, He
put us through a test. He wants to see how we treat the
child now that he has no father. How much of mercy
we show to him? How much of affection we display?
How unfortunate it will be if we do the opposite by
repulsing him and casting him aside! In fact, it is
something to be feared because we may be
reprimanded for our shortcoming.

Allah ta‘ala then says:
He does not encourage feeding the needy.

He will not feed the needy himself, and will show
disapproval at those who feed them. A miserly person
desires others to be miserly like him so that there is no
one to speak ill of him. When a person spends on

1 Majma‘ az-Zawa’id, vol. 8, p. 207.
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others, people praise his generosity. This highlights the
evil of the miserly person. He does not like others to be
generous because it will prove his own miserliness.
Many senior worshippers are caught up in this ailment.

I constantly say this: My association is more with the
elite, and this is why I am more aware of their
conditions. They too — except for a few — are like the
masses. They are caught up in ailments such as
miserliness, extravagance, anger, pride, arrogance and
haughtiness. We seek refuge in Allah ta‘ala. They do
not even have a distant relationship with Din. A needy
person is the one who is in real need, who is down and
out, he cannot get up. If you do not feed him, he will
not be able to get up in life. You have to help him to get
up. Show love to him and Allah ta‘ala will show love to
you. Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam used to
make du‘a’ to live among them, die among and even be
resurrected among them.

[;SLMS\ 5053 dw\) L&M"’ L,&wa“ 60.\ 6,4,0\

O Allah! Keep me living as a poor person. Make me die
as a poor person. And resurrect me among the poor.!

If a p